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HUMAN MOBILITY AND ASYLUM TRENDS

A total of 39,974 asylum 
applications have been registered 

by the Mexican Refugee Commission 

(COMAR) with the assistance of 

UNHCR as of 29 April 2022. This 

represents over 8,000 additional 
asylum claims in comparison to 
those filed within the same period 
in 2021.
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HUMAN MOBILITY AND ASYLUM TRENDS

ACCESS TO TERRITORY, INFORMATION AND ASYLUM 

PROCEDURES

39,974 asylum applications received by 29 April 2022 

with Honduras being the most represented nationality 

among the asylum seeking population in 2022

14,018 requests for information have been answered 

through the different UNHCR Helpdesk channels such 

as the hotline, email requests, in-person queries or 

through the El Jaguar Facebook page

RECEPTION CONDITIONS AND ACCESS TO SERVICES 

WITH ATTENTION TO SPECIFIC NEEDS

16,781 individuals have been assisted through cash 

based interventions, through multi-purpose cash 

grants as part of UNHCR’s Humanitarian Assistance 

Programme, or alternative top-ups for education, 

livelihoods, health

1,022 NFI items distributed across shelters, at eight 

shelters

82 capacity building sessions conducted in 

shelters ranging from issues related to protection, 

integration and livelihoods, psychosocial support 

and institutional strengthening and management 

enhancement 

ENSURING SUSTAINABLE INTEGRATION

5,460 people relocated in 2022 under UNHCR’s 

Local Integration Programme. 1,751 individuals 

relocated in April alone, being the month with the 

highest number of relocations since the start of the 

programme 

97 people of Haitian nationality incorporated within 

the joint UNHCR – IOM labour mobility and local 

integration programme at San Luis Potosí

FUNDING

18% of UNHCR’s financial requirements for Mexico 

received by 5 May
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Frustration with delays in migratory proceedings 

and with the absence of alternatives has sparked 

numerous protests across the southern state of 
Chiapas, where more than 70% of Mexico’s asylum 
claims are registered. Two larger groups of migrants 

and asylum seekers of over 500 individuals departed 

its capital Tapachula in the month of April – following 

negotiations with the INM, Humanitarian Visas (also 

referred to as TVRH) were granted, allowing them to 

remain in Mexico for a period of up to a year, or transit 

freely across the country.

 

NGOs estimate that over 48,000 Ukrainians have 

crossed into the U.S. at the Tijuana/San Ysidro 

port of entry in southern California since March. 

On 21 April, the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security announced Uniting for Ukraine, a process 

that allows displaced Ukrainians to apply for 

humanitarian parole for two years in the U.S. (with 

work authorization). Ukrainians who arrived at 

Mexico after 24 April have to remain in Mexico 

before flying into a U.S. city, after applying for and 

receiving humanitarian parole through the program. 

Some 120 Ukrainians were being assisted at a 

camp in Mexico City by the end of April and another 

approximately 200 individuals were waiting to 

be relocated from Tijuana (Baja California) to the 

capital following the announcement of the new U.S. 

admission process. UNHCR is providing support 

in registration and protection mainstreaming, and 

trainings on protection related issues.

Crossings into the U.S. under the Title 42 exceptions 
have increased at several ports of entry across the 

northern border. U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

(CBP) has requested assistance from shelters and 

UNHCR NGO partners in Mexico to identify those 

who may enter as a Title 42 exception. Admission 

lists -not part of the T42 humanitarian exceptions 

policy- are also being managed by shelters across 

different locations at the northern border to support 

crossings into the U.S. Expectations raised around the 
possibility of crossing into the U.S., particularly after 
the anticipated termination of Title 42 on 23 May, 
has triggered movement of migrants, refugees and 
asylum seekers from other cities in Mexico where 
they were previously settled, towards the northern 
states of Tamaulipas and Baja California. UNHCR is 

implementing a contingency plan centered around 

protection activities in view of the increase in the 

number of arrivals across Mexico’s northern border as 

the date nears the termination of Title 42.
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From 2018 to 2022 COMAR has increased 
its processing capacity by 430% (monthly 

average of 1,027 individual resolutions in 2018 and 
of 5,426 in 2022)1. According to official preliminary 

data, COMAR issued 16,278 individual decisions 

during the first trimester of 2022. This increase is 

attributed to the extraordinary efforts made by COMAR 

staff with the support received from the Quality 

Asylum Initiative (QAI) team who, together, seek to 

implement differentiated case processing modalities 

and efficiency measures. UNHCR also supports 

COMAR through additional staff and infrastructure 

improvements to its offices, among others.

 

UNHCR Mexico received the Director of 
UNHCR’s Division of External Relations (DER), 

Dominique Hyde, for a three-day mission in the month 

of April. Her itinerary included a visit to Monterrey, 

Saltillo and Mexico City where she had the opportunity 

to meet local authorities working hand in hand with 

UNHCR, witness firsthand the progress made in 

the relocation and local integration programme in 

Monterrey and Saltillo, exchange with asylum seekers 

and refugees as well as with private sector allies who 

have chosen to give a chance to those forced to flee 

to start fresh by integrating them within their workforce.

UNHCR Mexico launches its external report for 
2021 entitled “UNHCR Mexico 2021 Highlights: 

Protection and Solutions in the Pandemic” during 
an event on 21 April held at the Mexican Center for 
Philanthropy in Mexico City. Through their opening 

remarks, the members of the panel described through 

a global scenario how unresolved conflicts have driven 

a devastating rise in the global number of forcibly 

displaced and emphasized how this is no different to 

regional dynamics, which also resulted in a sharp rise 

in the number of people seeking asylum in Mexico 

in 2021. Panelists, among whom were UNHCR’s DER 

Director– Ms. Dominique Hyde, UNHCR Mexico’s 

Representative – Mr. Giovanni Lepri, the Director 

General for Human Rights and Democracy from the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Dr. Christopher Ballinas, 

UNHCR HIGHLIGHTS

1 All the data reported herein refers to individuals.

COMAR Director - Andrés Ramírez, UN Resident 

Coordinator – Mr. Peter Grohmann and Ms. Rosmary 

Vieras a Venezuelan refugee now working as a 

doctor in Mexico, commended the efforts made by 

government institutions, UN agencies, partners, civil 

society organizations, the private sector, academia, 

and the Mexican society as a whole who continue 

to work together with UNHCR to provide solutions 

for people forced to flee from their homes in search 

of protection. UNHCR highlighted as its main 

achievements for 2021 the continued efforts to protect 

and strengthen the asylum system in Mexico through 

its close collaboration with COMAR, as well as through 

its partners in the provision of accurate information, 

comprehensive legal accompaniment, and access 

to services in accordance with their specific needs. 

https://www.acnur.org/es-mx/noticias/press/2022/4/6261d58b4/acnur-mexico-presenta-su-informe-de-resultados-2021-proteccion-y-soluciones.html
https://www.acnur.org/es-mx/noticias/press/2022/4/6261d58b4/acnur-mexico-presenta-su-informe-de-resultados-2021-proteccion-y-soluciones.html
https://www.acnur.org/6261d3ab4
https://www.acnur.org/6261d3ab4
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UNHCR also relocated over 7,000 refugees in 2021 

to other cities in central and northern Mexico where 

they were supported with job placements through 

UNHCR’s Local Integration Programme. Ms. Rosmary 

Vieras narrated her own personal story of strength and 

resilience as she was forced to flee from Venezuela 

in 2019 with only one bag with all her belongings in 

one hand, and her daughter in the other, and how 

she joined the brave group of health practitioners 

who battled the COVID-19 pandemic in Mexico in 

2020 when her degree as a doctor was recognized 

by Mexican authorities. The event was attended 

by high-level government officials, private sector 

representatives and UNHCR partners among others (El 

Economista, CONAPE, La Jornada, El País).

UNHCR, together with the Museo de Historia y 
Tolerancia in Mexico City, launched the photo 

exhibition entitled “Refugees in Ukraine: Destiny will 
smile on us” following a verse from Ukraine’s national 

anthem. With images taken by the photojournalist Toya 

Sarno, the exhibit seeks to raise awareness over one 

of the fastest-growing displacement and humanitarian 

crises ever. On behalf of UNHCR, DER Director 

Dominique Hyde and Country Representative Giovanni 

Lepri also appealed for this overflowing sympathy and 

support shown for refugees to be leveraged to also 

support other less visible, but existing, crises. (Milenio, 

El Economista, La Jornada, Excelsior). The exhibit 

remains open to the public until 21 May at the Museo 

de Historia y Tolerancia (ACNUR México).

UNHCR is leading a new inter-agency project 
to develop an area-based approach in 

Tapachula, the border town in the south of Mexico 
that receives the vast majority of asylum claims in 
the country (more than 70% in 2021). To this end, a 

new working group, led by UNHCR at the request 

of the UN Resident Coordinator, was launched on 7 

April, bringing together 7 UN Agencies to develop a 

comprehensive protection and solutions response 

for refugees and migrants in Tapachula that also 

supports local communities and strengthens the 

capacity of local government at the same time. The 

working group established at national level will 

benefit from a local structure to lead the project on 

the ground.

https://digital.eleconomista.com.mx/article/281513639708456
https://digital.eleconomista.com.mx/article/281513639708456
https://www.conape.org/mexico/acnur-presenta-su-informe-de-resultados-2021-proteccion-y-soluciones-en-pandemia/
https://jornada.com.mx/notas/2022/04/21/politica/mexico-tercer-pais-del-mundo-en-recibir-solicitudes-de-asilo-acnur/
https://elpais.com/mexico/2022-04-25/mexico-rompe-el-record-de-solicitudes-de-asilo-en-un-ano.html
https://www.milenio.com/politica/acnur-inaugura-exposicion-refugiados-museo-memoria-tolerancia
https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/arteseideas/Museo-Memoria-y-Tolerancia-expone-el-drama-de-los-desplazados-de-Ucrania-20220421-0128.html
https://www.jornada.com.mx/notas/2022/04/22/sociedad/inauguran-exposicion-de-fotos-de-desplazados-por-la-guerra/
https://www.excelsior.com.mx/nacional/exponen-drama-ucraniano/1511102
https://www.myt.org.mx/
https://www.myt.org.mx/
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UNHCR’s Representative 
met the newly appointed 

head of the National Family 
Welfare Agency (DIF), Nuria 
Fernández, to learn about their 
strategy for children on the 
move and assess the possibility 
of joining efforts with UNHCR 
for the protection of refugee 
and asylum-seeking children. 
UNHCR shared its strategy to 

support the strengthening of 

the Child Protection System 

with the inclusion of refugee 

and asylum-seeking children, 

including through technical 

assistance and temporary 

staffing to increase capacities 

of child protection authorities 

in seven municipalities since 

2021. The DIF expressed 

interest in participating in a 

joint mission to Tapachula and 

a destination city under the 

Local Integration Programme 

to learn more about UNHCR’s 

work in the field, and in joining 

efforts to disseminate the work 

of DIF and the child protection 

authorities regarding children on 

the move. Both parties agreed to 

continue the discussion around 

technical matters and to plan a 

joint mission to Tapachula and 

destination city for the Local 

Integration Programme.

Seeking to improve 
communication with 
those we serve, UNHCR’s 

Communication with Communities 
Unit has been coordinating 
Haitian creole classes for its staff 
and its partners in two different 
time slots. An average of 46 

people have been attending the 

course with a growth in interest 

to learn through fun, interactive 

classes.

On 22 April, UNHCR’s 

Monterrey Sub-Office 

hosted an event for the Assistant 

Secretary of State for the Bureau 

of Population, Refugees, and 

Migration, Julieta Valls Noyes, 
and her team from the U.S. State 
Department, the U.S. Embassy in 
Mexico, and the U.S. Consulate 
in Monterrey. Assistant Secretary 

Valls Noyes met with UNHCR 

university scholarship recipients, 

managers from allied companies, 

and refugees employed by 

UNHCR private sector partners 

City Express Hotels and OXXO/

FEMSA, who shared their 

experience of integration in 

Monterrey, including challenges 

encountered and how they 

managed to overcome them. 

Private sector companies were 

also able to share more about 

their policies on inclusion and 

diversity, how they have been 

able to incorporate displaced 

population among their workforce 

and the added motivation they 

bring to the job. There are 

currently over 250 private sector 

companies working together 

with UNHCR to provide labour 

opportunities to refugees across 

11 cities in Mexico.

On 26 and 27 April, the 
first Regional Forum 

on Human Mobility 2022 was 
held in Morelia, Michoacán, 
under the coordination of the 
Migration Policy Unit (Ministry 
of Interior). This is part of a 

series of four forums which 

will take place throughout the 

year across different states of 

Mexico which seeks to bring 

together different governmental 

and non-governmental actors 

working on issues of human 

mobility to discuss migration and 

asylum dynamics in the region, 

migration and asylum policies 

and good practices promoted 

by international organizations 

and federal entities alike in 

the integration of migrants 

and refugees. The Forum was 

attended by representatives of 

various local governments, federal 

government agencies, OIM, GIZ, 

MSF, etc. UNHCR had an active 

role with the participation of our 

Representative, Mr. Giovanni 

Lepri, at the opening session. 

UNHCR also had participation in 

sessions regarding education, 

employment and internal 

displacement.

https://twitter.com/StatePRM/status/1518300711615873025?s=20&t=HxO7Oa4cpEg08bg28nNkeg
https://twitter.com/StatePRM/status/1518300711615873025?s=20&t=HxO7Oa4cpEg08bg28nNkeg
https://twitter.com/StatePRM/status/1518300711615873025?s=20&t=HxO7Oa4cpEg08bg28nNkeg
https://twitter.com/StatePRM/status/1518300711615873025?s=20&t=HxO7Oa4cpEg08bg28nNkeg
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FUNDING

In 2022, UNHCR is appealing for USD 96,6 million to provide protection, assistance and integration solutions to 

refugees, asylum seekers and forcibly displaced persons in Mexico. The best way to support UNHCR’s appeal is 

through unearmarked contributions. Such flexible funding at global level is key in allowing a timely response to the 

evolving needs wherever required.   

Asylum seekers and refugees 
participate in activities at Casa del 
Migrante in Saltillo, Coahuila. They 

use PPE donated by UNHCR.

UNHCR is grateful for the generous support of:

18%

For more information, please visit our Mexico Country Website and Mexico Global Focus.

CONTACT
Mexico External Engagement, DLMexico-ExternalEnga@unhcr.org 

https://www.acnur.org/es-mx/
https://reporting.unhcr.org/mexico
mailto:DLMexico-ExternalEnga%40unhcr.org?subject=

