
Kenya in the face of piracy in East Africa

Despite the efforts of the international community, piracy in East Africa continued 
to grow in 2009, seriously affecting the internal economic and political situation of 
countries in the area.  

Kenya’s economy is suffering from the displacement of international sea trade 
routes, because of its effects on import-export flows and employment; its judiciary 
system is overcrowded; signs of political tensions with the Somali community are 
also rising.  In 2009 piracy attacks on ships and tankers in the Indian Ocean waters 
bordering Somalia and Kenya increased sharply.  During the first two quarters of the 
year, 128 attacks were registered worldwide, with 114 having been perpetrated in 
East Africa1. In 2008 the epicentre of the phenomenon was concentrated in the Gulf 
of Aden, while the 2009 attacks have occurred further off the Somali and Kenyan 
eastern coast, probably because of the growing deterrence exerted by international 
military navies along the Persian Gulf-Bab el Mandeb sea lane. 

The impact of piracy on Kenya’s economy
Kenya has experienced three major shocks in the last years: the 2007 post-election 
crisis, the oil and food price increase and a severe drought which hampered its agri-
cultural production. The heavy rains of December/January 2010 improved food se-
curity but caused  massive flooding and the displacement of people in northern and 
central areas of the country. In 2009 its economy partially recovered, growing more 
than in 20082.  This was due in part to the export-led performance of its horticulture 
production in UK and European markets. At the same time Kenya continues to be a 
net importer of food, suffering from price fluctuations in the international market. 
Its dependence on export-import trade explains the great importance of the port of 
Mombasa, which is expected to increase its handling’s capacity up to 1.2 millions 
TEUs3 on securing a loan of  US$ 200 million from Japan. The port of Mombasa, 
along with the one in Dar Es-Salaam, is considered the main hub of the region, upon 
which the external trade of Burundi, South Sudan and Eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo mostly rely4.

A full recovery of Kenya’s economy risks is severely hampered by the rising 
insurance and shipping cost imposed by rampant piracy.  The rising insecurity of sea 
lanes pushed Maersk Tankers, one of the biggest shipping company, to stop calling 
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at ports in East Africa since 6 January, while other shipping companies are increas-
ing their piracy risk surcharge for transporting containers along the Gulf of Aden. 
The cost of transporting fresh agricultural products – such as mangoes, avocados 
and vegetables - to Europe by sea would have risen to US$ 2,500 per container since 
last October 20095 thereby resulting in a loss of US$12 millions to the Fresh Prod-
ucts Exporters Association of Kenya.

The damage is even more serious considering that the bulk (60%) of horticulture 
market supply is  made up by Kenyan small-scale holders, whose production is very 
sensitive to market fluctuations and who do not receive any subsidy by governmen-
tal authorities6. Rising import/export costs are also worsening Kenya’s trade balance 
deficit, which rised sharply between 2006 and 20087.

Moreover, the role of Mombasa as a hub for the whole sub-region runs the risk 
of having an adverse effects on production in land-locked countries such as Burundi 
and Rwanda. BMI estimates that in 2009 the port of Mombasa handled 38,000 TEUs 
less than in 2008.

Rising shipping costs are also likely to affect the manufacturing industry. The 
Kenya Association of Manufacturers (K.M.A) has denounced the loss of competi-
tiveness due to higher transport prices and input costs. An eventual short-fall in 
the manufacturing sector, which accounts for 19% of the GDP and is an important 
source of employment in the cities, would seriously damage urban small-holders, 
who have already suffered from the disruption in food production after the drought 
of 2009 and have to face high internal prices for maize and cereals.  

On the contrary, the construction sector has had a booming performance: ana-
lysts suggest that this could be attributed to the flow of money from neighbouring 
Somalia. In turn, this has driven the recovery of industrial GDP in 2009. Puntland 
President’s repressive policy have partially pushed pirates to move from Bosasso 
and invest part of their ransom proceeds in the real estate sector of Mombasa, where 
house prices have been driven up over 100% in 2009. 

Another category which has been affected from piracy is represented by Kenyan 
Seafarers. Analysts claim that more than 80% of Kenyan seafarers are unemployed be-
cause of the absence of local seafarers schools which meet the international standards 
requested by the International Maritime Organization.  Because of this situation, 80% 
of jobs in the port of Mombasa are assigned to foreigners, while locals are forced to 
accept lower salaries - US$120 against US$ 500-700 per month.  Lack of alternatives 
drives many of them to accept dangerous missions on European and Asian vessels, 
such as illegal fishing off the coast of Mogadishu, at the risk of hijackings or life.  

Anyway, the new legislation promulgated by President Kibaki in May 2009 will 
probably improve the efficiency and competitiveness of the sector.

Kenya’s posture toward piracy
Kenyan authorities are conscious of the threat to the national economy represented 
by piracy and are undertaking strong measures to suppress it.  Kenya is playing a 
key role in taking on the responsibility of prosecuting and detaining pirates captured 
along Somali coasts by military patrols, thanks to the organization and effectiveness 
of its judiciary and investigative apparatus. The government agreed to prosecute 
captured pirates before its courts following international agreements stipulated with 
UK, United States, European Union and China between 2008 and 2009. 

Under the auspices of the Djibouti Code of Conduct8 the Kenyan Parliament 
enacted in February 2009 a new Merchant Shipping Law, replacing the Shipping Act 
of 1967, which confers jurisdiction on Kenyan courts over piracy offences “commit-
ted in Kenya or elsewhere” or “whatever the nationality of the person committing 
the act” Nevertheless, it is not possible to speak of an international criminal court for 
piracy. 

Under the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding signed with U.S., UK 
and EU, Kenya is not bound to prosecute all suspects captured off East-African 
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coast, but agreed to take only a determined number of cases, depending on where 
crimes took place. Western donors are supporting Kenya’s efforts through United 
Nations Optical Disk System (UNODC) and European Commission (EC) stabil-
ity fund, whose financial aid is aimed at improving the training and number of 
prosecutors and technical personnel working on the field. The Contact Group on 
Piracy off the coast of Somalia also agreed recently to establish a Trust Fund aimed 
at strengthening regional countries’ judicial system capacity, with a blind eye to 
Nairobi.

In fact, there is a serious risk that this overwhelming burden may stress the capac-
ity of already overcrowded penitentiary facilities. The Kenyan penal system is still 
not equipped to deal with an unanticipated overflow of detainees from neighbouring 
countries ,especially considering the critical situation the government have yet to 
face due to the continuous influx of Somali refugees from the northern borders9. 

Conclusions
Lack of clear legal instruments and full political coordination are the main factors 
hampering international community’s efforts to eradicate the problem of armed 
robbery at sea. The Contact Group on Piracy, working through its four sub-commit-
tees10, is trying to contrast hjiackings pushing shipping companies to adopt the Best 
Management Practices’ Code. 

In the military field, the agreement signed between European Union, United 
States and China on 28 January 2010 could be a decisive step toward a stronger 
international cooperation. China, which is present in the area with three warships, 
endorsed to co-chair Shared Awareness and Deconfliction (SHADE)11 and to grow 
its military stake. This, along with the presence of NATO’s Operation Shield, Com-
bined Maritime Force  Task Force 151, EU NAVFOR’s Operation Atalanta and other 
national counter-piracy missions, should help improve sea safety.  Nevertheless, it 
seems clear that the deep causes of piracy lie on land, not at sea.

As a neighbouring country and host to a large Somali community, Kenya is 
facing great challenges from the worsening of the civil war in Southern Somalia.  
In addition, piracy is damaging some core activities of its economy as agricultural 
export and is putting the centrality of Mombasa as the hub of the whole sub-region 
at risk. Another economic crisis could aggravate an already precarious social 
stability and stress the relations between local citizens and Somali refugees.  The 
international community should increase its financial support to strengthen Kenya’s 
judiciary capacity and consolidate its economic recovery after the global crisis of 
2008-2009.

Even if a solution to the problem of piracy lies in the attainment of a peace-
settlement and the consolidation of State institutions in Somalia, in the meantime 
all the actors involved should take any necessary measure to avoid the spreading of 
instability to the whole region.   

Luca Puddu

is a Phd candidate in International History at the University of Florence, Depart-
ment of Studies on the State, Italy. His main research interests are internal conflicts 
in the Horn of Africa, development studies and North -South relations. To get in 
contact with Luca Puddu please e-mail: luca_puddu@msn.com

1 International Maritime Organization (IMO): Report on acts of piracy and armed robbery against 
ships. First and second Quarterly Report, 2009    [www.imo.org] 

2 Even if the global financial crisis did not affect directly African economies as it did with Europe 
and North America, some Kenyan productions grew less than expected  because of the reduction of 
foreign demand and investments. Business Monitor International (BMI) estimates that Kenya’s total 
trade declined by an average 2% in 2009. Source: IMF – World Economic  Outlook 2009, Country 
and Regional perspectives.

3 TEU is a standard unit used to describe a ship’s cargo carrying capacity. It stands for twenty feet 
equivalent unity.

http://www.imo.org/
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4 The importance of this port has been recognized by the World Bank, whose IDA branch approved in 
2006 a US$ 120 million loan to improve trade routes between the gateway of Mombasa and the main 
business centres of the interior. 

5 Kenya: Piracy knocks fresh produce exports. In:Businessdailyafrica.com 26/01/2010
6 Katrina Manson - Kenya’s exports of 450,000 tons of vegetables, fruit and flowers to Britain and 

European markets have become the East African country’s fastest growing economic sector – 
GlobalPost 7 September 2009

7 The trade balance of Kenya moved from a net loss of US$ 3,253 million in 2006 to US$ 5,424 
million in 2008. 
Source: EAC Facts and Figures 2009, January 2010 Arusha.

8 The Djibouti Code of Conduct was adopted during an high-level meeting convened by  IMO on 
26 January 2009 and regrouping 17 States from the Westerm Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden and Red 
Sea regions. The initiative aims at sharing information, strengthening cooperation and improving 
legislation to suppress piracy in the area. Source: IMO archive - 2009 Press Briefings

9 Only in 2009, 56,249 Somali refugees crossed the border with Kenya. This number could grow again 
in 2010, in correspondence to the recent suspension of food distribution decided by the World Food 
Programme due to worsening security conditions in Lower and Medium Shabelle. Source: UNHCR,.

10 45 countries and 7 international organizations are members of the Contact Group on Piracy off the 
coast of Somalia. The Contact Group is subdivided in 4 working groups: Military and Operational 
Coordination, Information Sharing and Capacity Building Group, chaired by Great Britain; Judicial 
Issues, chaired by Denmark; Strengthening Shipping Self-Awareness, chaired by the United States; 
Public Information, chaired by Egypt.  

11 SHADE is a military forum which meets on a monthly basis in Bahrein. Its aim is to coordinate the 
various efforts of the actors involved in patrolling the area

Ethiopia’s Ogaden insurgency threat

A long-time buffer zone between Ethiopia and Somalia, the politically and economi-
cally marginalized Ogaden region has transformed into a hotspot entangled in wider 
regional and global politics, albeit shielded from international public attention.

The Ogaden National Liberation Front’s (ONLF) recent claim1 to have captured 
seven towns and killed 1,000 soldiers in fierce fighting in Ethiopia’s eastern Somali 
region was, although in substance exaggerated, a stark reminder that Ethiopia’s 
harsh counter insurgency campaign is not yielding the results hoped for by Addis 
Ababa. On the contrary, the ONLF can build on local grievances of the four million 
or so ethnic Somali in Ethiopia’s most underdeveloped periphery and is determined 
to keep up its struggle for national self-determination. The movement has also once 
again warned oil-searching companies operating in the region under Ethiopian 
control to halt their plans to exploit oil there.2 Such threats are indeed substantial: 
On 24 April 2007, ONLF fighters overpowered Ethiopian troops protecting Chinese 
oil-exploration workers in Obole, situated in the Degehabur zone. A total of 74 peo-
ple were killed, including nine Chinese workers. As a result, the Chinese Zhoungyan 
Petroleum Exploration Bureau suspended its seismic tests for Ethiopian-owned 
South West Energy in Ogaden.3

Regional security complex
While the ethnic Somalis’ rebellion against the Ethiopian state dates back to colo-
nial times, the scale of the Obole attack was unprecedented.4 It was made possible 
because of a security gap resulting from the invasion and subsequent occupation of 
Somalia in late December 2006 by the Ethiopian National Defence Force (ENDF). 
Many of its units used for the war in Somalia were from the Ogaden. With Ethiopia 
withdrawing its troops in January 2009 a second supporting factor is still relevant. 
Eritrean military advisers are widely assumed to have helped prepare the Obole 
attack. Moreover, the UN Monitoring Reports5 indicate that Eritrea was training 
ONLF fighters on its own territory and is still aiding rebels in the region, hence sug-
gesting that the Ethiopian-Eritrean conflict is also fought as a proxy in the Ogaden 
region, not only in Somalia itself.

This is no surprise to any observer of conflict dynamics in the Horn of Africa. As 
Chatham House’s Sally Healy put it, “interactions between the states of the region 
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support and sustain the conflicts within the states of the region in a systemic way. 
The different conflicts interlock with and feed into each other, determining regional 
foreign policy positions that exacerbate conflict.”6

Perpetuating local grievances
The current government of the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF), led by its chairman and prime minister, Meles Zenawi, - which had never 
seriously been threatened by ONLF’s armed struggle, - decided to crack down on 
the movement. ENDF’s South-East Command in Harar under Brigadier General 
Seyoum Hagos launched an operation based on collective punishment of the Ogaden 
clan, the core base of the ONLF.

Human Rights Watch accused Ethiopia in a report entitled “Collective Punish-
ment”7 of war crimes and crimes against humanity, saying the ENDF burned down 
villages and killed, raped and tortured civilians in the counter-insurgency campaign. 
Addis Ababa responded by producing counter a report entitled “Flawed Methodol-
ogy, Unsubstantiated Allegations”8 and expelled the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and Médecins Sans Frontières from the Ogaden region. Since 2008, an 
unofficial economic blockade on the Ogaden population has further aggravated the 
humanitarian crisis in the region.

Additionally, ENDF’s arming of non-Ogaden clans people will guarantee years of 
inter-clan fighting in the region.9

The government’s harsh policies come on top of an already deep feeling of 
marginalization on the part of Ethiopian-Somalis, who feel they are treated as 
second-class citizens and are de-facto excluded from national institutions. Even 
when put in the regional context of both Ethiopia’s highlands and Somaliland/
Somalia, public infrastructure and service delivery in the region fares worse than 
with its neighbours.10 The national government’s perpetuation of local grievances 
and the worsening of the humanitarian crisis in the region have strengthened an 
otherwise deeply divided rebel movement, which, moreover, lacks a clear long-
term agenda.

ONLF’s weaknesses and strengths
ONLF’s modern struggle for Ogaden self-determination dates back to the mid-
1990s, when it began targeted killings and bombings, prompting Addis Ababa to 
label it a terrorist group.

Indeed, both the rebels’ and government’s harsh punishments for those who 
refuse to support them make civilians the prime victims11 of the conflict, not least 
reflected in refugee movements into the neighbouring states of Kenya, Eritrea, Dji-
bouti and Somalia.

ONLF actually draws its support exclusively from the Ogaden clansmen, in 
particular the Rer Harun, a sub-set of the Rer Isaaq sub-clan, and of the Hirsi Khalaf, 
a sub-set of the Rer Abdille sub-clan. While the Rer Isaaq and Rer Abdille are two 
of the biggest Ogaden clans, this still means that ONLF can count on the support of 
no more than one-third to one-half of the Ogaden clan, which contradicts the group’s 
claim to represent all Ethiopian-Somalis.

Although the group is trained and equipped with Eritrean help mostly with 
automatic firearms as well as some rocket-propelled grenades, the leadership and 
organization is - besides their being split along clan-lines - deeply divided over its 
links with Eritrea.

The group around former Somali Admiral Mohamed Omar Osma (since 1998 
chairman of ONLF’s central committee) favoured Asmara’s help. In contrast, the 
group around the former head of the UK-based Ogaden Action Group, Dr Moham-
med Siraad Dolaal, opposed Eritrea’s involvement. Dolaal himself was killed on 18 
January 2009 in Denan, when he returned to Ogaden as a commander. The ONLF 
still controls much of the rural hinterlands12 of Fiq, Degehabur, Qorahe, Wardheer 
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and Godey zones, all areas predominantly inhabited by the Ogaden clans of the 
Darood clan family. Nevertheless, when attacking government strongholds they are 
not able to hold territory and hence have to resort to hit-and-run tactics. The Federal 
Government’s strategy of co-opting non-Ogaden and moderate Ogaden groups 
while fighting the more radical ONLF worked fairly well for some time. However, 
the war in Somalia and the proxy conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea were triggers 
for a renewed spark in violence.

Ethiopia’s ethnic federalism, introduced in 1991 with the coming to power of the 
EPRDF, itself a former rebel movement from Ethiopia’s marginalized periphery, 
failed to deliver. The federal government’s brutal counter-insurgency tactics yielded 
results contrary to those intended: the Ogaden-clans, in large numbers, turned into 
ONLF supporters. The ONLF itself lacks a clear, long-term vision, as the creation 
of a landlocked Ogaden state is not an option neither is the union with Somalia a 
realistic alternative.

Rocking the boat
With the Ogaden desert having a high potential to be the most resource abundant 
region in Ethiopia, the ONLF has a well founded agenda at hand to give voice to 
mounting local grievances. It is indeed hard to understand why one of the poorest 
regions in the world should not gain from its wealth in natural resources. Hence, it 
is clear that oil firms will remain a central military target for the ONLF as long as 
the Ethiopian government is not willing to find a wealth sharing agreement with the 
region. And while ONLF is internally split, it does keep its ‘nuisance’-potential in 
Ethiopia’s Eastern region.

Currently, Malaysia’s Petronas and Vancouver-based Africa Oil Corporation are 
back in the Ogaden and Ethiopia is offering up to 14 more exploration permits over 
the next three years. 

Against this background, the ignorance of the international community of the 
Ogaden crisis is glaring. The most accepted conventional wisdom among interna-
tionals in Addis Ababa is that public criticism of the government never yields any 
positive results. But it appears that Embassies, UN agencies and NGOs first and 
foremost are reluctant to do anything that would endanger their relationship with the 
government of Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi.

Nearly all international actors have conflicting agendas in Ethiopia, from the 
US strategic security relationship with Addis Ababa to NGOs whose programs 
in other parts of the country could be endangered by rocking the boat over the 
Ogaden.

Ethiopia’s political vision appears to be a continuation of armed engagement 
in the Ogaden mainly fought with loyal Ethiopian-Somali militias. While political 
dynamics in the Somali periphery will probably not influence national politics in 
Addis Ababa, like the upcoming national elections in May 2010, the armed resist-
ance movement in the strategically important Ogaden is likely to gain momentum 
through Ethiopia’s current counter-insurgency strategy.

For now, neither the government in Addis Ababa nor the ONLF seem to have the 
capacity to imagine a more peaceful future for the region.

Georg-Sebastian Holzer,

Freelance Researcher; e-mail: gs.holzer@jhu.edu

1 Malone, Barry “Ethiopia’s ONLF rebels say captured seven towns,” Reuters, 14 November 2009  
[http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LE162745.html]

2 “ONLF warns oil searching companies,” Shabelle Media Network, 15 December 2009 [http://
allafrica.com/stories/200912150575.html]

3 “The Ogaden’s trickling sands”, Africa Confidential Vol. 48, Nr. 19, 21 September 2007.
4 For a short overview on the history of the ONLF, see: Abdullahi, Abdi M. “The Ogaden National 
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Liberation Front (ONLF): The Dilemma of its Struggle in Ethiopia,” Review of African Political 
Economy, 34:113, 2007 pp. 556-562.

5 See the last three UN Monitoring Reports on Somalia: http://www.un.org/sc/committees/751/
mongroup.shtml 

6 Healy, Sally “Lost opportunities in the Horn of Africa: How conflicts connect and peace agreements 
unravel,” Chatham House, 2008.

7 “Collective punishment: war crimes against humanity in the Ogaden area of Ethiopia’s Somali 
region,” Human Rights Watch, 2008.

8 “Flawed methodology, unsubstantiated allegations : the results of an investigation by the 
Government of Ethiopia into allegations by Human Rights Watch on human rights in the Somali 
regional state,” November 2008. [http://www.mfa.gov.et/Press_Section/Flawed_Methodology_
Unsubstantiated_Allegations.pdf]

9 “Ethiopia: Ethnic Federalism and Its Discontents,” Crisis Group Africa Report Nr. 153, International 
Crisis Group, 4 September 2009.

10 Hagmann, Tobias “The Political Roots of the Current Crisis in Region 5,” web-forum Crisis in the 
Horn of Africa, Social Science Research Council New York. [http://hornofafrica.ssrc.org/Hagmann/
index1.html]

11 Malone, Barry “ Ethiopians caught between army and rebels,” Reuters 22 January 2008. [http://www.
reuters.com/article/idUSL22334946._CH_.2400]

12 Administrative map of Somali region, September 2008. [http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.
aspx?link=ocha&docId=1094975]

NEws ANd EvENTs

ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia, UK to head climate funding effort
Britain and Ethiopia will head a new United Nations panel that aims to secure $100 
billion every year by 2020 to help developing nations cut emissions and adapt and 
adapt to climate change, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said on 12 
February.  He told the news conference that the group will work with governments, 
central bankers and finance experts to find ways to cooperate with public and 
private companies in raising money pledged at climate talks in Copenhagen in 
December 2009. The panel is expected to find innovative sources of finance to fill 
the gap between the money currently available and the amount pledged by 2020.  It 
will be composed of developing and developed countries who will be appointed in 
10 months time. 
Daily Nation

ERITREA

Focus on Eritrea as somalia and Ethiopia appeal for action
African leaders on 5 February condemned Eritrea for what they termed as 
“unfolding destabilizing nature” in the East African region. African Union (AU) 
leaders in their final day of the AU’s fourteenth Ordinary Session in Ethiopia, 
Addis Ababa, said that President Afewerki’s government was still busy with its 
negative activities in destabilizing regional peace and security. The governments 
of Djibouti and Somalia told the AU summit that, despite the imposed sanction on 
Eritrea, the Red Sea nation in defiance to the UN resolution, has continued to send 
insurgents via their territories. The two countries urged the international community 
to establish strong organization for the enforcement of the sanctions to block the 
defiant acts of the Eritrean government. Just a day before the AU summit began in 
Ethiopia, Eritrea had already warned that its issues were not to be discussed there 
and asked the AU to respect it as a member. The statement also accused Ethiopia of 
obstructing Eritrea’s rights to take part in AU summits and other AU meetings that 
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are held in Addis Ababa.  The sanctions have also laid travel ban and an asset freeze 
on Eritrean military and government officials. 
Newstime Africa

KENYA

Kenya ‘conduit’ of weapons as ‘arms race’ begins in sudan
Kenya has been named in a report by a Swiss research institute as the conduit for 
many of the weapons transferred to Southern Sudan government forces in violation 
of a peace agreement strongly backed by the United States.  The Sudan Human 
Security Baseline Assessment reported that satellite imagery has confirmed the 
presence at Southern Sudan military headquarters of tanks that arrived at the port 
of Mombasa in 2008.  This was reported on 31 January 2010 in the East African 
newspaper. 

The Kenyan government had stated that the T-72 tanks were part of three 
weapons shipments from Ukraine “ostensibly consigned to the Kenyan Ministry 
of Defence” but the report suggests that they were in fact under the contract to the 
Government of South Sudan.  In addition to the tanks, three shipments in 2007 and 
2008 were also made.  

The researchers warn that an “arms race” is underway in Sudan, with the 
national government in Khartoum and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
(SPLM) led government in the South both acquiring large quantities of weapons. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Moses Wetang’ula was not available for comment 
but Assistant Minister for Internal Security Joshua Orua Ojode said, “The Kenya 
government does not trade in arms and respects the territorial integrity of other 
countries. But if there is evidence, we are ready to investigate.”
Presidential Press Service (PPS), the EastAfrican on-line 

Kenya supports southern sudan self-determination referendum
The Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga on February 4 urged the international 
community to support a referendum to be held next year on southern Sudan 
self determination adding Kenya is committed to the outcome of this popular 
consultation.  The Prime Minister’s remarks supporting southern Sudan 
independence came following statements by the representatives of the African Union 
(AU), Jean Ping and the United Nations (UN) Ban Ki-Moon on the need to preserve 
Sudan’s unity.  He emphasized that Kenya was fully committed to and would respect 
the outcome of the self determination referendum, whether it favours maintaining 
unity or creation of an independent state in southern Sudan.  

The Kenyan Prime Minister said the AU and UN stand would undermine 
the principle of peaceful resolution of disputes of which the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA) is an outstanding example globally. He called on the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), which sponsored the peace 
process hosted at the time by the Kenyan government to take lead in the ensuring the 
implementation of the CPA.
Sudantribune.com

UGANdA

Thousands displaced by cattle raid in Uganda migrate to Kenya
The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) is assisting hundreds of people displaced 
by cattle-related clashes in Uganda, who are camping in open air in Pokot North 
District. The cattle raid in the neighbouring country occurred at night on January 
28, 2010. Reports indicate that clashes erupted when some Pokot and Kaldama 
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herdsmen raided the Karamojong community in Uganda and drove away cattle. 
After the cattle raid, the Uganda People Defence Force (UPDF) raided Loparakoja 
and Kalekelia area, occupied by the Pokot and Kadama ethnic groups in Uganda, to 
recover the stolen animals. This led to an exodus of women and children from Pokot 
and Kadama into Kenya through Karita Centre. 

The migrating population, mainly comprising Kenyan and Ugandan women and 
children, initially settled in churches in Orolwo, Kodich and Konyao areas in Pokot 
North District, but later moved to nearby homesteads to shelter from heavy rains 
and to look for water and food. The KRCS team estimates the displaced people to be 
20,000 people, in a report confirmed by the District Officer of Kanyao Division. 

The security situation as of 8 February in the area remains tense, with fears of 
retaliation. The most urgent needs are food, shelter, clothing, water, cooking items, 
jerrycans, blankets, soap and mosquito nets.
Kenya Red Cross Society

sOMALIA

TFG reaches a deal with group
Reports say on-going talks in Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa between Somalia’s 
UN-backed government and pro-government Islamist group Ahlu Sunnah 
Wal-Jamaa have made headways after both parties agreed on the way forward. 
According to sources, the pro-government group has backed down from its earlier 
demands of premiership position and has instead settled for five cabinet slots in the 
bloated government.

Although the parties have not signed the agreement, Ahlu Sunnah is said to 
be interested in the powerful ministries of Defence, Finance, Foreign Affairs, 
Interior and Constitutional Affairs. The two groups are also to agree on merging 
the government under one leadership and diplomatic mission slots.  Ahlu Sunnah 
is represented by a high-ranking official called Ma’alin Mahammud Sheikh Hassan 
while the government side is led by Finance Minister Sharif Hassan Sheikh Adan, 
Political analysts say Sheikh Sharif’s government is interested in Ahlu-Sunnal Wal 
Jamaa support but they also fear their domination once the other political groups 
are eliminated from the country’s political scene.
Garowe online, allafrica.com 

Militia groups clash near Kenyan border
Hundreds of Somalia’s Hizbul Islam fighters on 18 February were reported to have 
taken over control of Somali border town of Dhobley near the Kenyan border, 
witnesses said.  According to witnesses accounts from the town, Al-Shabaab fighters 
were forced to flee after being overpowered by fighters loyal to Hizbul Islam’s high 
ranking official Sheikh Ahmed Madobe. “Al-Shabaab fighters abandoned the town 
today (17 February) mid-morning after fierce clashes. Several Hizbul Islam fighters 
have taken positions at the centre of the town,” said a resident who requested 
anonymity.

Unconfirmed sources have said that at least 15 people were killed and 25 others 
wounded, mostly fighters. Hizbul Islam commanders said they “seized 3 armed 
trucks” from Al Shabaab fighters, who withdrew towards Kismayo.

Both Hizbul Islam and Al-Shabaab officials are yet to comment about the capture 
of the town, however, residents say signs of further clashes are imminent as both 
sides are still engaging in the outskirts.  The two groups, which were formally united 
in the fight against UN-backed government in Mogadishu, have since broken ranks 
and engaged in bloody war over the control of southern regions in recent past.
Garowe online
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REsOURCEs

GENERAL

“Attacks on Press in 2009” (February 2010)  
At least 71 journalists were killed across the globe in 2009, the Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CJP) has announced, the largest annual toll in the 30 years the 
group has been keeping track.  This global report includes cases of countries the 
Horn of Africa. 
http://cpj.org/AOP09.pdf

“Conflict trends - Issue 4” (2009)

This issue of the South-African based Conflict Trends with the theme ‘Conflict in 
the Developing World’ provides a platform for perspectives from the developing 
South. The introduction of new contributors from Asia and Latin America fosters 
a wider conversation on the way conflict is evolving globally and encourages 
dialogue among practitioners and academics beyond Africa. The contributions in 
this issue record unique, as well as common experiences, in conflict and conflict 
resolution.”
http://www.accord.org.za/downloads/ct/ct_2009_4.pdf

“FMR Issue 34: Adapting to urban displacement” (February 2010)

This issue examines the multiplicity of reasons why people have been moving 
into urban environments and the reality that for many of them it is not a matter of 
choice. The Force Migration Review is published three times a year in English, 
Arabic, Spanish and French by the Refugee Studies Centre of the Oxford 
Department of International Development, University of Oxford.
http://www.fmreview.org/urban-displacement/FMR34.pdf

“Regional conflicts and international engagement on the Horn of Africa” 
(January 2010)

This report by the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs addresses the 
regional dimension to conflicts on the Horn of Africa. The case studies seek to give 
an overview of the relevant conflict dynamics (for the first two country cases) and 
of the structures for and experiences of addressing peace and security issues in the 
case of IGAD (case number three). In all the case studies, the role of international 
actors is an important part of the description and analysis.
http://www.nupi.no/Publikasjoner/Boeker-Rapporter/2009/Regional-Conflicts-and-
International-Engagement-on-the-Horn-of-Africa

ETHIOPIA 

“Moving people in Ethiopia: development, displacement and the state” 
(May 2009)

This book edited by Alula Pankhurst and Francois Piguet brings together studies of 
the different types of development, conflict and drought induced displacement in 
Ethiopia and analyses the conceptual, methodological and experiential similarities, 
overlaps and differences between these various forms.   
http://graduateinstitute.ch/webdav/site/iheid/shared/iheid/publ_ens/Moving_
People.pdf

http://cpj.org/AOP09.pdf
http://www.accord.org.za/downloads/ct/ct_2009_4.pdf
http://www.fmreview.org/urban-displacement/FMR34.pdf
http://www.nupi.no/Publikasjoner/Boeker-Rapporter/2009/Regional-Conflicts-and-International-Engagement-on-the-Horn-of-Africa
http://www.nupi.no/Publikasjoner/Boeker-Rapporter/2009/Regional-Conflicts-and-International-Engagement-on-the-Horn-of-Africa
http://graduateinstitute.ch/webdav/site/iheid/shared/iheid/publ_ens/Moving_People.pdf
http://graduateinstitute.ch/webdav/site/iheid/shared/iheid/publ_ens/Moving_People.pdf


ERITREA 

“dreams don’t come true in Eritrea”: anomie and family disintegration due 
to the structural militarization of society” (January 2010) 
This article analyzes contemporary Eritrea’s acute crisis within the framework of 
the theory of anomie. It is based on the hypothesis that militarization, forced labour, 
mass exodus, and family disintegration can be interpreted as the consequences 
of two incompatible norm and value systems: the collectivist, nationalistic, and 
militaristic worldview of the former liberation front and ruling party People’s Front 
for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ), and the traditional cultural system of Eritrea’s 
society. 
http://repec.giga-hamburg.de/pdf/giga_10_wp119_hirt.pdf

KENYA

“Pastoralist voices volume 1, Issue 17” (January 2010) 
Pastoralist voices proposes strategies for addressing pastoralists challenges by 
bringing pastoralist perspectives to the forefront of humanitarian and development 
decision making. It is produced by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA). 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2010.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/LSGZ-
7ZMD8G-full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf

sOMALIA

“Gulf of Eden vs. Malacca strait” (december 2009) 
This essay compares the origin and evolution of piracy in the Gulf of Aden, off 
the coast of Somalia against the Strait of Malacca in the South China Sea. While 
both of these indispensable maritime routes have been plagued by piracy, it is only 
the Southeast Asian littoral states that have been able to contain the problem. This 
essay looks into various political, legal and regional issues and challenges.
http://ipcs.org/pdf_file/issue/IB135-SEARP-Harnit1.pdf

“Peace building without external assistance: lessons from somaliland” 
(January 2010) 
This paper commissioned by the Centre for Global Development examines how the 
lack of international recognition - and the consequent ineligibility for foreign financial 
assistance - has shaped Somaliland’s political development. It finds evidence that 
Somaliland’s ineligibility for foreign aid facilitated the development of accountable 
political institutions, and contributed to the willingness of the people of Somaliland to 
engage constructively in the state-building process.
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1423538/

“The changing security situation in somalia:  
implications for humanitarian action” (January 2010)

This is a report of roundtable discussions organised by the Brookings–Bern 
Project on Internal Displacement on the changing security context in Somalia 
and its implications for humanitarian action. During the panel presentation, some 
of the main themes that emerged included the growing “education” of extremist 
groups based on the lessons they have taken away from similar groups in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Additionally, the lack of governance, security, and the rule of 
law have contributed to the increase in piracy and displacement in a climate of 
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editorial information
The media review Horn of Africa Bulletin (HAB) was published by the Life & Peace Institute 
between 1989 and 2006. The re-formatting of HAB as an e-bulletin 2007 is done in close collabo-
ration with the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and the Fellowship of 
Christian Councils and Churches in the Great Lakes and the Horn of Africa (FECCLAHA).  
The electronic base of HAB is LPI and the editor is Olivia Kibui, olivia.kibui@life-peace.org  
For subscription matters contact: Selin Amirthalingam, selin.amirthalingam@life-peace.org  
For a link to HAB and more information see www.life-peace.org  

editorial principles
The Horn of Africa Bulletin (HAB) is an international newsletter, compiling analyses, news and 
resources primarily in the Horn of Africa region. The material published in HAB represents a 
variety of sources and does not necessarily represent the views of the Life & Peace Institute 
(LPI) or the cooperating partners, the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and the 
Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches in the Great Lakes and the Horn of Africa 
(FECCLAHA). Writers and sources are normally referred to, although in exceptional cases, the 
editors of the HAB may choose not to reveal 
the real identity of a writer or publish the 
source.

impunity. Finally, despite the deteriorating humanitarian situation on the ground, 
humanitarian assistance has been decreasing.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/events/2010/0112_somalia/0112_somalia.pdf

sUdAN

“Negotiating sudan’s Post-Referendum arrangements” (January 2010)

“There is little time to waste in defining the negotiation process and roles. With 
nationwide elections scheduled for April, there is a brief window for defining the 
process and roles before negotiations are likely to begin in earnest.” This is a peace 
brief written by Jon Temin, United States Institute of Peace (USIP) Sudan Program 
Officer and it is based on meetings in Khartoum, Juba, Washington and elsewhere 
between August 2009 and January 2010.
http://www.usip.org/files/resources/PB%206%20Negotiating%20Sudan’s%20Post-
Referendum%20Arrangement.pdf

“The Imam and the Pastor” (January, 2010)

The documentary film that focuses on Muslim – Christian relations was filmed 
in Nigeria 5-6 years back, has now been launched in Sudan in an Arabic version. 
The film is about the journey towards forgiveness is a case-study of a successful 
grassroots initiative to rebuild communities torn apart by conflict.
http://www.iofc.org/imam-pastor

“supply and demand: arms flows and holdings in sudan” (december 2009) 
This Issue Brief reviews small arms supply and demand among the spectrum 
of armed actors in Sudan, highlighting recent trends and developments. It also 
describes the primary supply chains and mechanisms by which these arms transfers 
take place and lists the findings. 
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/pdfs/HSBA-SIB-15-arms-flows-and-
holdings-in-Sudan.pdf
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