
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

14,756 mt of food and nutrition assistance distributed* 

USD 2.48 m in cash-based transfers made* 

USD 211.6 m six months (February – July 21) net 

funding requirements 

1.19 m people assisted* 

*in January 2021 

Operational Context 

In 2021, some 8.3 million people in South Sudan need some form of 

humanitarian assistance. This is nearly 70 percent of the population and an 

increase of 800,000 people from the 7.5 million people in need, in 2020. There 

are multiple contributing factors to the steep increase in need across the 

country, including continued instability, unprecedented weather events and 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

The signing of the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in 

South Sudan in September 2018 gave rise to hopes for an end to the violence. 

However, subnational conflict persists, and conflict dynamics remain fragile. 

In 2020, reports indicate that incidents of armed conflict increased by 60 

percent when compared to 2019. Violence reached unprecedented levels in 

Jonglei and Greater Pibor with four successive waves of violence displaced 

some 200,000 people in 2020. Across Warrap, conflict and insecurity have 

continued to delay and interrupt WFP distributions for 400,000 people facing 

ICP Phase 5 (Catastrophe) conditions.   

Furthermore, the second year of unprecedented flooding across the country 

affected more than one million people. More than 450,000 individuals were 

displaced, with women and children most affected.  

Additionally, the COVID-19 pandemic presents serious risks to an already 

fragile situation. COVID-19 is certain to further exacerbate acute food 

insecurity, particularly for market-reliant populations as the pandemic 

significantly contributes to the economic crisis. As of January 2021, South 

Sudan has had 3,929 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 64 deaths.  

To respond to the increasing need in South Sudan, the 2018-2020 Interim 

Country Strategic Plan (ICSP) has been extended to 2021, and may be 

considered for a further extension, to align with the United Nations 

Cooperation Framework in South Sudan. 
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2020 Human Development Index: 185 out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 33 percent of children 

between 6-59 months 

Population: 12 million 

Income Level: Low 

Contact info: wfp.southsudan@wfp.org 

Country Director: Matthew Hollingworth 

Further information: https://www1.wfp.org/countries/south-sudan 
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Operational Updates 

WFP continues to provide assistance as a priority to populations living in 

IPC Phase 4 and Phase 5 risk counties. WFP delivered food assistance to 

244,990 beneficiaries in IPC Phase 5 risk counties (Pibor, Akobo, Tonj 

North, Tonj South, Tonj East and Aweil South), and to 80,309 beneficiaries 

in IPC Phase 4 risk counties (Ayok, Duk, Twic East and Bor South).  

Flooding continues to negatively impact WFP’s efforts to deliver food 

commodities in IPC priority counties such as, in Ayok, Duk, and Twic East. 

WFP has continued to explore alternate options to preposition and deliver 

food for the rest of year. One of these alternate options includes WFP’s 

operation to patch the dyke parallel to the Baidit-Jalle-Maibor road, drain 

the flood water from this region and subsequently rehabilitate the Bor-

Baidit-Jalle-Mabior road axis. This operation is critical to allow WFP to 

preposition over 60,000 mt of commodities before the start of the rainy 

season, in April/May, and improve the connectivity between Jonglei and 

the rest of the country.  

WFP, the Food Security Cluster and the humanitarian initiative REACH 

conducted a ten-day mission to Pibor Town, Gumuruk and Lekuangole 

from 9 to 19 February, to understand the scale of the humanitarian 

response in Pibor County. Visible malnutrition, adoption of extreme coping 

mechanisms and consistent reports of hunger related deaths from the 

communities suggest that the situation remains very severe. Considerable 

efforts to scale up humanitarian assistance are ongoing and provision of 

other forms of assistance, such as emergency water, sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH), health services, and other basic services in additional to 

food assistance are critical to reverting the current trends.  

Food and Nutrition  

In Akobo WFP reached 74,205 beneficiaries with life-saving food 

assistance, representing 100 percent of the February target.   

In Aweil South WFP reached 27,608 beneficiaries with life-saving 

assistance, representing 100 percent of the February target. Furthermore, 

in Aweil South, consultative meetings at county and payam level for the 

targeting of an additional 24,000 beneficiaries, were completed, increasing 

the number of targeted people under the IPC scale-up response to 50,100.   

In Pibor two-month distributions covering food needs for February and 

March are currently ongoing. WFP have achieved 84 percent of their target 

in Gumuruk and achieved 10 percent in Lekuangole, thus far. 

In Tonj East, 15,000 people have received assistance through two-month 

distributions covering their food needs for January and February, 

representing 100 percent of the February target. With final assurances 

obtained from communities in Tonj East, WFP will start food distributions 

in March.  

In Tonj South and Tonj North, WFP provided food assistance to 50,000 

and 25,000 beneficiaries, representing 100 percent of the February target. 

WFP reached 50,000 beneficiaries, representing 100 percent of the 

February target. 
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Donors (listed alphabetically) * 

Australia, Canada, China, Denmark, European Commission, Finland, Germany, 

Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Slovenia 

South Korea, South Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United 

States of America 

 

*Excluding multilateral and private donors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

WFP Country Strategy  

Interim Country Strategic Plan (2018-2021) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated Contributions 
(in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

3.89 b 2 b 210.5 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure people in crisis-affected areas 

have access to safe and nutritious food all year round. 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Provide nutrition-sensitive food assistance to crisis-affected 

populations. 

• Provide food and nutrition assistance to refugees 

Strategic Result 2:  End malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 2: People at risk of malnutrition in crisis-affected 

areas, especially young children and pregnant and lactating women, 

are able to meet their basic nutrition requirements all year round. 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Provide nutrition assistance to populations at risk of 

malnutrition 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholder productivity and Income 

Strategic Outcome 3: Food-insecure smallholders and communities in 

non-conflict zones have enhanced livelihoods and resilience to 

seasonal climate shocks throughout the year. 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide livelihood support and build the resilience of rural 

households 

• Provision of infrastructure development services for 

humanitarian access and community 

Strategic Result 8:  Global Partnerships 

Strategic Outcome 4: The humanitarian community in South Sudan 

has access to reliable common services until satisfactory alternatives 

are available. 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Operate Air Services for the Humanitarian Community 

• Coordinate the Logistics Cluster in Support of the 

Humanitarian Community 

• Supply Chain provision 

• Inter-Agency IT Communication Service 

• SCOPE Service to humanitarian partners 

• Provision of IT services to the humanitarian community 

• Provision of infrastructure development services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Innovations and Cash-Based Transfers 

WFP has biometrically registered 3.47 million beneficiaries into the 

SCOPE system, WFP’s beneficiary information and transfer 

management platform. 

After conducting necessary assessments in Akobo East county, a 

priority one county, WFP shifted its food security assistance from in-

kind food assistance to hybrid assistance, combining in-kind food and 

cash-based transfers (CBT) in order to better respond to the needs and 

preference of the affected populations. The hybrid assistance was 

accepted positively in the area, and therefore, WFP is planning to shift 

to full CBT assistance in the upcoming months.  

COVID-19 Updates 

WFP, through the Logistics Cluster, participated in the National 

Steering Committee on COVID-19, co-leading the Operations Support 

and Logistics pillar, coordinating closely with the Government, WHO 

and other partners, as well as sharing information and guidance with 

partners. As part of the National Response Plan, the Logistics Cluster 

supported WHO to expand bed capacity at the Dr John Garang multi-

purpose Infectious Disease Unit by donating and installing a Mobile 

Storage Unit (MUS) at the site.  

In order to ensure scarce in-country stocks of personal protective 

equipment (PPE) were prioritised across the country to meet the needs 

of the COVID-19 response, the Logistics Cluster launched the central 

storage and management of PPE on behalf of the humanitarian 

community in South Sudan.  

Common Services 

UNHAS 

In February, UNHAS transported 4,476 passengers corresponding to a 

17 percent increase compared to January.  

UNHAS transported 170 COVID-19 test samples between January and 

February.  

Logistics Cluster 

During the last two weeks of February, the transport of 238 mt of cargo 

including items for education, food security, general operations, 

general programme, health, logistics, nutrition, protection and WASH 

was facilitated by the Logistics Cluster, serving 25 organisations. 

Around 27 percent of these items were transported by road, while the 

rest was transported by air.  

The Logistics Cluster facilitated the departure of two humanitarian 

convoys towards the Western Corridor and Kapoeta, enabling the 

transportation of approximately 520 mt of humanitarian cargo.  

The Logistics Cluster continues to advocate partners for prepositioning 

humanitarian assistance items ahead of the rainy season starting in 

April/May, when roads are mostly accessible.  

Supply Chain 

In February, WFP dispatched 52,041 mt of associated food 

commodities over land, river and air across the country.  

WFP installed two mobile storage units (MSUs) in Terekeka, Central 

Equatoria, to help meet the storage needs for food prepositioning 

prior to the rainy season.  

Challenges 

The security situation remains fragile with armed clashes and tensions 

being reported from different regions. Nevertheless, WFP’s 

programmes continue to be carried out countrywide, mainstreaming 

risks related to the COVID-19 pandemic, continued flood and conflict.   

 


