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Dry spells after the start of the short rains in October slowed recovery 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Following timely onset of the October to December short rains, a 
dry spell hit in late October and early November in parts of the 
southeastern marginal mixed farming livelihood zone. In these 
areas, households have exhausted their stocks. 

 Casual labor opportunities increased from September to October 
with land preparation and planting in the southeastern and coastal 
lowlands. However, the increase in casual labor income did not 
compensate for high maize prices and higher levels of market 
dependency, leaving some poor households in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
(Figure 1).  

 In pastoral livelihood zones, environmental conditions have 
improved since the start of the October to December short rains. 
Livestock body conditions are fair. Milk production is slowly 
increasing, and livestock prices area well above their five-year 
averages. However, high above average maize prices continued to 
impede households’ food access.  

 

CURRENT SITUATION 
 

 Although the onset of the October to December short rains was 
timely, the amount of rain in most areas tended to be below 
average. The start was succeeded by a dry spell which started in 
late October and extended through early November. So far, the 
short rains have been poorly distributed both over time and over 
space in the southeastern marginal agricultural lowlands and in 
pastoral areas.  

 In pastoral livelihood zones, despite the uneven distribution of the 
short rains so far, water sources have been partially recharged, and 
distances to water points shortened. For instance, in Ijara and 
Mandera Districts, distances to water sources for livestock almost 
halved in October compared to September. Pasture and browse 
are regenerating and in fair to good condition across pastoral 
areas.  

 In pastoral areas, the October cattle prices increased between six 
and ten percent from September in Wajir and Marsabit, 
respectively, due to improved body conditions. Milk availability is 
slowly improving in response to better pasture, browse, and water 
availability. As a result, the percentage of children ‘at risk’ of 
malnutrition, that is, with mid-upper arm circumferences (MUAC) 
less than 135 millimeters (mm), slightly declined to below five year 
average levels. Casual labor and selling livestock are the key, 
current sources of income in the northeastern pastoral livelihood zone including Mandera District. 

Figure 1. Projected food security outcomes, 

November to December 2012 

 
Source: FEWS NET Kenya  

 

Figure 2. Projected food security outcomes, 

January to March 2013 

 
Source: FEWS NET Kenya 

 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes 
relevant for emergency decision-making, and does not 
necessarily reflect chronic food insecurity. For more 

information on this scale, please visit 
www.fews.net/foodinsecurityscale. 

http://www.fews.net/foodinsecurityscale
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 In the southeastern marginal agricultural areas including Makueni, 
Mwingi, and Kitui Districts, the dry spell from the end of October 
until the middle of November has prolonged water stress and 
slowed recovery for those households in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). Where 
early planting occurred, the crop has dried out, and farmers are 
replanting. In other areas, planting delayed due to the dry spell, 
including in Mwingi District. Pasture and browse conditions 
deteriorated in October compared to September following the poor 
onset of short rains.  

 Unlike in most marginal agricultural areas of the Southeast, the rains 
were timely in the second week of October, above normal in terms 
of total rainfall, and fairly evenly distributed in Mbeere and Meru 
North Districts. The short rains crop has already germinated in these 
areas. However, milk availability and consumption remains low 
because of small herd sizes and below average forage availability. 
Households are in the process of rebuilding their herds after poor 
seasons in recent years. As a result, the percentage of children ‘at 
risk’ of malnutrition is 20 to 50 percent above the five-year averages 
in Meru North, Tharaka, Kwale, Kitui, and Mbeere.  

 High food prices are moderating household access to food. While 
maize prices have remained stable in October, they are above the 
five-year average for October by up to 88 percent in the pastoral 
zone and 55 percent in the southeastern and coastal marginal 
agricultural areas. As such, the majority of households in pastoral 
areas and the southeastern and coastal marginal agricultural 
lowlands are Stressed (IPC Phase 2). However, some households in 
Kitui, Kwale, Tana River and Ijara remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

 
UPDATED ASSUMPTIONS 
 
The start of the October to December short rains was poorer than assumed in October and this leads to a revision of several 
previous assumptions. However, the overall deviation from the outcomes from the October to March 2013 Outlook Report 
may be minimal. The modified assumptions are as follows: 

 Whereas it was assumed that the October to December short rains would be average to above average with a 
timely onset and somewhat uneven distribution over time and space, it is assumed that to the overall total rainfall 
during the October to December short rains will be near average but with a uneven temporal and spatial 
distribution. The change rainfall assumption has also caused modification of the following assumptions: 

o Casual labor opportunities are likely to be available at an average level, not at an average to above 
average level. 

o Continued above average rains in the high potential maize growing areas of western Kenya including 
around Eldoret and Kitale in the maize belt requires a new assumption that these rains will disrupt the 
just started October to February harvest and increase pre- and post-harvest losses.  

o The short rains maize harvests will be near average and is no longer assumed to be average to above 
average.  

o The previously expected decline in maize prices is likely to be slower and delayed until later in the harvest 
season after December.  

 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Percent deviation of under five 

children ‘at risk’ of malnutrition from the 2007 

to 2011 average for October 2012 

 
 

Source: National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) 
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http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Kenya_OL_10_2012.pdf
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PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH NOVEMBER 2012 
 

 Continued improvements in the availability of pasture, browse, and water are expected to increase livestock 
productivity across the pastoral areas. The resultant increased milk availability and enhanced terms of trade are 
expected to improve household food access leading to better nutritional status. Meanwhile, the poor rainfall 
distribution is likely to be beneficial as water- and vector-borne diseases are not expected to be significant. The 
majority of pastoral households are expected to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2).  

 While availability of short cycle crops including vegetables is increasing in the southeastern and coastal lowlands, late 
planting and replanting may delay crop harvests. Therefore, a significant improvement to households’ food access is 
not expected until after crops mature in January 2013. Consequently, the majority of households, including those 
currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) will move to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from January 2013 onwards.  
 

SEASONAL CALENDAR IN A TYPICAL YEAR 
 

 
 

 Source: FEWS NET Kenya 

 


