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This report was issued by Burundi office. It covers the period from 13 to 26 April 2009. The next 
report will be issued on or around 14 May 2009. 
 

 

The situation in the country was relatively calm during this reporting period. The Peace process between 
the Government and the FNL has made significant progress and the DDR process has gained 
momentum. The FNL movement has separate from its military wing and was registered as a Political 
Party on April 21st. 

Floods in the Northern communes of Bujumbura 
As a result of torrential rains in Sabe and Buterere (neighbourhoods north of Bujumbura) were flooded. 
The Civil Defence and the Mayor’s office met with humanitarian partners to seek solutions for 450 
households (2096 persons) from Sabe and Nyarumanga zones (part of the Buterere) who urgently 
needed shelter, water and food. Partners agreed to provide food aid and improve the water supply, as 
wells had been contaminated during the flooding. Temporary shelter was also provided to the most 
vulnerable. 

Because the area of Buterere is prone to flooding, durable solution are required for the population living 
there. The Mayor’s office has pledged to identify land which will be more suitable for those who wish to 
relocate. 

Food Aid 
Prospects are good for the harvest of the agricultural season 2009B even though in some areas (Karusi, 
Muyinga, Ngozi) heavy rains are reported to have damaged some crops. In order to mitigate the food 
shortages which had affected the Province of Kirundo, WFP has launched a Food for Assets (FFA) 
programme in Kirundo and Karusi provinces respectively on 14 and 20 April 2009. In Kirundo province, 
WFP will implement that programme with DPAE (Direction Provinciale pour l’Agriculture et l’Elevage) 
while in Karuzi province it will work with “Réseau Burundi 2000 plus”. The FFA program will help improve 
food security while helping them develop assets such as small scale infrastructure. 

WFP has also provided food populations affected by floods at Sabe and Buterere. Some 590 families 
received ten days worth of food in Sabe and Buterere. Each household received 22.5kg of maize (MML), 
2.5kg of pulses, 1.250Kg of oil and 0.250 of salt.  

WFP will conduct a more comprehensive needs assessment to determine which type assistance is most 
suitable to the populations affected by floods.  

Repatriation 

Repatriation of Burundian refugees 
During the week of 20 to 26 April, 1,185 returnees arrived to Burundi from Tanzania, including 274 from 
Mtabila refugee camp (1973 refugees) in Tanzania and 911 from the Katumba Old Settlement (1972 
refugees). 

Tripartite Meeting Burundi-Rwanda-UNHCR 
A Tripartite Commission Meeting on the voluntary return of Burundian refugees was held in Kigali on 22 
April. The Rwandan Government explained that it plans to close Kigeme refugee camp hosting Burundian 
on 31 May. The first convoy from Kigeme is due on 15 May 2009. 2,024 Burundians are hosted in Kigeme 
camp, which is the last Burundian refugee camp in Rwanda. The meeting was followed by a visit of the 
members of the Tripartite Commission to this camp. 
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Construction of Integrated Rural Villages 
The construction of Rural Integrated Villages (or “Peace Villages”) for the settlement of landless returnees 
and other landless persons is ongoing. The following villages have been established since 2008 (figures 
as of 24 April 09): 

Village Commune  Province Current population 
(families / persons) 

Planned capacity 

Gitara (Musenyi) Mabanda Makamba (south) 196 / 802 200 
Nyakazi Kibago Makamba (south) 32 / 153 200 
Murembera Giharo  Rutana (south) 24 / 124 60 
Nkuriye Giharo  Rutana (south) (under construction) 140 
Muriza Butaganzwa Ruyigi (east) 85 / 321 98 

The construction of up to eleven villages in the southern 
provinces of Makamba, Bururi and Rutana primarily is 
foreseen for 2009. These provinces are the main areas 
of origin of the Burundian “1972 refugees”, many of 
whom upon return do not have access to land. UNHCR 
foresees to support the voluntary return of 55,000 of 
these refugees from 1972 in 2008/2009. The 
programme is lead by the Government and involves 
several UN agencies, including FAO, UNDP, UNHCR, 
UNICEF, and WFP, as well as the World Bank. 

Available state owned lands are being currently 
identified with support from local authorities for the 
purpose of potential new sites for villages.  

 

The approach is based on a strategy paper adopted in August 2008 by the Integrated Commission on 
Return and Reintegration (Government, UN agencies and donors). It provides, on a voluntary basis, 
durable solutions for landless returnees and displaced persons of mixed ethnic origins as well as 
vulnerable persons and people from various social backgrounds. It provides access to housing and land, 
water and sanitation, education and health, agricultural support, as well as non-agriculture based income 
generating activities aiming for the self-sufficiency of beneficiaries. 

Protection and Human rights 
The HRS is still concerned by the persistence of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatments by the Burundian 
National Police throughout the country. HR&JOs investigated this week three new allegations of such 
violations. The perpetrators have yet to be arrested, except one of them who are allegedly held in 
detention for two weeks as a punishment given by his superiors. The HRS will follow up closely the cases 
with relevant authorities to bring the perpetrators to justice.  

Several cases of human rights abuses by alleged FNL members were also reported this week to 
HR&JOs, mainly cases of theft and physical assault. On [25 Mar.], a woman was allegedly abducted and 
raped by armed FNL elements in Kibira Forest. The HRS deplores the persistence of impunity prevailing 
in most cases of abuses committed by FNL.  

On [16 Apr.], the Independent Expert on the Situation of Human Rights in Burundi and NGO Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) issued separate press releases condemning the killing of the OLUCOME’s Vice-
President on the night of [8 Apr.] at his home in Bujumbura. They both called for an immediate and 
independent investigation into the murder to bring the perpetrators to justice. 

The HR&JD conducted on [14 Apr.] its weekly discussion with representatives of the media, trade unions 
and civil society. A total of 53 persons attended this session which focused on negotiation techniques in 
social conflicts. On [15 Apr.], the HRS held, in Makamba Province, a sensitization session on labor law, 
workers’ rights and trade union freedom, for 21 participants, namely 15 representatives of trade unions 
and 6 employers, as well as a sensitization session in Nyabikere Commune, Karuzi Province, on legal 
proceedings for 38 participants, including 3 women. A sensitization session was also held on [16 Apr.] in 
Nyabiraba Commune, Bujumbura Rural Province, in collaboration with the Regional Human Rights 
Advisor for the Great Lakes Region, on the promotion of the rights of Batwa people for 6 local 
administrative authorities. 

Assistance to Burundians expelled from Tanzania 
From 1st to 25th April, the Government project for the reintegration of war-affected persons (PARESI) 
registered 270 Burundians (113 families) expelled from Tanzania who arrived through the entry points of 

Integrated rural village of Gitara (Makamba Province) [UNHCR] 
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Kobero, Mishiha, Gisuru and Mabanda: The total number of population from 1st January to 25th April being 
1252 persons (466 households) 

Protection and community reintegration of returnees 
The Legal Aid Clinic Project of the African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD) 
successfully mediated seven (7) disputes in the communes of Kinyinya, Giharo, Gitanga and Rumonge. 
Out of seven (7) disputes, six (6) were related to land and one (1) related to civil law. In addition, 
seventeen (17) people received legal advice from ACCORD where after they were referred to either 
Avocats sans Frontières (ASF) (a partner organization), or to relevant judiciary institutions. These 
initiatives assisted with the reintegration of returnees into communities, with the promotion of 
reconciliation, as well as with the protection of the rights of returnees. 

The Humanitarian Coordinator’s office has carried out a review of the cluster roll out. The review 
established that the key cluster such as food security, education and WaSH functioned well with regular 
meetings and linkages with development partners. Work is now being carried out to improve inter-cluster 
coordination and coordination with development actors. 

Please contact: 
 
Bujumbura: Ndamama Sheila, Information Management Assistant 
ndamama@un.org, +257 22 20 55 58 
 
Bujumbura : Kubwayezu Floribert, Field Analyst 
kubwayezu@un.org, + 257 22 20 51 60 
 
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org/burundi 
 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email ndamama@un.org  
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