
 

 SKBN Coordination Unit 

Humanitarian Update 
                                                                                                        

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

October 2021 

 

  

FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURE  
 
 

  

 

Harvest in October improved food security for most households 

Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 

Harvesting on far and near by farms continued, but the harvest was 

reported low. Poor yields of short-duration sorghum, beans, 

groundnuts and maize were registered. Some farms planted crops 

relatively late, which is likely to negatively impact harvests due to the 

upcoming drought. 

Most communities are now depending on markets, wild leaves and 

roots for food. Around 70 per cent of households in Yabus and Komo 

Ganza payams cannot afford to buy from the market.  Unfortunately, 

markets that provide sorghum, maize flour and others food items from 

Ethiopia were not operational due to the ongoing conflict in Ethiopia.   

Staple food prices had mixed trends as prices either increased 

seasonally percent, remained relatively stable, or slightly decreased. 

Increases in market prices are being influenced by a combination of 

production, bad road network and transportation costs coupled with 

insecurity in Ethiopia.  

South Kordofan    

Weeding and harvesting on far farms continued in South Kordofan. 

According to the County Agriculture Director, the 2021/2022 

production was poor. This was due to poor rain distribution and 

flooding, particularly in Thobo County.  

Markets were fully functional and, in some of the main production 

markets in Heiban and Dallami, staple food prices have been stable or 

slightly decreased as traders started releasing more of their stocks into 

the market following the improved rainfall, in anticipation of price 

decreases following the upcoming harvest.  
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A groundnut garden in Heiban County, South Kordofan 

(October 2021) 
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However, in other counties, sorghum prices have remained approximately 90 per cent higher than in 

October 2020. Goat and sheep prices increased to around 27 percent across most main markets. 

The increase in livestock prices during this period is attributed to high demand for local consumption. 

 

Western Jebel 

 
Harvesting of sesame, long-duration sorghum, millet, okra, groundnuts, tomatoes, eggplants and other 

green vegetables continued in Western Jebels. It was indicated that little production was done on far 

farms this season because of insecurity in both Dilling and Lagawa Counties. On the other hand, in 

Habilla County,  farmers are optimistic to a better crop production after the arrival of the October rains. 

However, farmers reported swarms of desert locusts that affected crops such as sorghum and tomatoes, 

particularly in Karku and Farshay payams in Dilling County. In addition, rise in fuel price negatively 

affected transportation of farm produce to granaries.  

 

In Western Jebel, food security improved due to the ongoing harvest of both jibraka and far farms. 

Food was available in most households as well as for sell in the markets. Most households' 

consumption-ability had increased to four meals a day compared to previous months, when 

households ate approximately one meal a day, or none at all. However, in some parts due to high influx 

of returnees along the crossline, exerted pressure on the available food stocks eventually resulted in 

food insecurity in the area.  

 

High prices of food and non-food items from Khartoum (sugar, soap, fuel and oil, among others) were 

mainly attributed to the political crisis in Sudan exacerbated by the depreciation of the Sudanese 

Pound, high inflation resulting in high food and transportation costs, and shortages as well as closure 

of the Red Sea Port. This trend lowered consumers' purchasing power for basic necessities.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seasonal calendar for South Kordofan and the Blue Nile 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

The health sector in the Two Areas continues to face challenges 

 

Blue Nile 

Cases of malaria (1477), skin diseases and acute watery diarrhea (365), bloody diarrhea, ear and eye 

infection, skin rashes (256), whooping cough, anemia and leprosy were reported in October. However, the 

clinics lack essential drugs and personnel to meet the demand. Worthnoting, is that one of the local partners 

supplied 4 tones of medical supplies to the Serectariate of Health in South Kordof and, 2 tones to Yabus in 

Blue Nile. 

 

South Kordofan  

The health sector in the Two Areas remains grave because of shortages of essential drugs and personnel. 

Malaria has been on the increase since the onset of the rains and the authorities are constrained by funding 

gaps. For example, according to authorities in Dallami County, 4,219 cases of malaria and 10 deaths were 

reported, 745 cases of acute watery diarrhea and 39 cases of skin diseases, 1,986 cases of URTI, 4 cases of 

miscarriage and 56 cases of malnutrition. In Um Durain County, the total number of malaria cases recorded 

was 13,637. 

 

Western Jebel 

 

CLINICAL MONTHLY EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORT IN THREE COUNTIES RESPECTIVELY IN OCTOBER 

DISEASE DILLING COUNTY LAGAWA COUNTY HABILA COUNTY 

Malaria 1654 1088 111 

Malnutrition 188 155 110 

Home deliveries 12 15 14 

Clinic deliveries 6 0 2 

Stillbirths 7 1 6 

Neonatal deaths 0 0 3 

Pneumonia 166 230 54 

ARI 300 210 147 

Total treated patient 6086 2823 798 

 

 

WASH 

Increased risk of waterborne diseases in the rainy season 

Blue Nile 

Open water sources (streams, rivers and stagnant water points) remained the main source of water for 

communities in Southern Kurumuk particularly in Koma Ganza and Wadaka payams.  

Western Jebels 

Despite the rehabilitation of 12 broken handpumps, construction of 2 min water yards in (Tima and Tulushi), 

Lagawa County by one of the local partners, there is still a need for drilling more boreholes in the Two Areas 

with the onset of the dry season.  
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EDUCATION 
Schools resume in the Two Areas  

Education was identified as one of the key needs and priorities in South Kordofan. Unfortunately, nothing 

has essentially changed in this sector in the Two Areas -- school feeding, trained teachers, teachers 

incentives, learning materials, inadequate water, and sanitation facilities remain the top challenges. For 

Southern Kurmuk, the situation is worse because there are no secondary or tertiary schools. Students have 

to travel to Maban in South Sudan or Ethiopia for secondary education. With over two hundred schools in 

both areas, over 70 per cent are community-supported. Communities’ efforts and inputs keep schools 

running. In addition, the number of girls in school remains low compared to that of boys, for various 

reasons -- girls drop out to help parents with house chores and early marriages among others. This is 

exhibited in the fact that the level of drop-outs is higher in higher classes. 

 

ANIMAL HEALTH 

Lack of essential drugs in the Two Areas affects livestock keeping 

Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 

Livestock contributes to the livelihoods of many households in the region. Despite vaccinations in July, poor 

health of livestocks has been reported. Diseases continue prevailing and hence livestock remained 

unhealthy. Cases of Foot rotting (Abdullah), Pox (Jethery), foot and mouth disease (Abrial) were reported in 

October. These diseases affect the quality of beef and milk products affecting the livelihoods of a number 

of pastoraslist households. According to Payam Coordinators, over 200 livestock died in October across the 

Blue Nile region.  

South Kordofan 

Livestock body conditions and pasture and water supplies have improved following consecutive rainfall 

seasons across most pastoral and agro-pastoral areas. However, in most parts of South Kordofan, most 

animals are sick and there are no drugs and vaccines. The available drugs in the crossline markets were very 

high-priced for some pastoralists; insecurity along the crosslines also affects the movement of these items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A cow with a skin rash in Heiban County, South Kordofan 
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PROTECTION, ACCESS, AND SECURITY 
Insecurity in Western Jebel affecting farming and market activities 

 

Blue Nile 

 

Security situation on the Ethiopian border is still tense with restricted movements. This has affected the 

movement of returnees and education (most students from Blue Nile acquire their education in Ethiopian 

and South Sudan) as well as market activities. 

 

South Kordofan 

 

In Kauda payam, Heiban County, 52 returnees from northern Sudan and Um durain County 650 returnees 

were registered. The main reasons for their return is to reunite with their families, labour and insecurity in 

North Sudan. 

 

On 10 October, in Um-hitan payam in Dallami County, two boys were killed by Arab raiders (Bagara) while 

they were grazing cattle, causing tension in the area.  

 

Western Jebel 

Inter-communal conflict incidents have increased since the beginning of the year, which has affected 

farming activities and pastoral movements. For instance, on 7 October, ten people were killed and twenty-

seven others wounded in an ambush on a trader convoy by armed men in Dabakai Shadara El-sonut County. 

As a result roads were closed which paralysed trade, farming on far arms, grazing activities, and displaced 

families.  

 

According to the recent assessment conducted with the Payam Administrators and village chiefs;  96 (30 in 

Lagawa county, 40 in Dilling county and 26 in El-sonut county)  returnees were registered in Western Jebel 

in October. New arrivals were provided with food, but are still in need of items such as plastic sheets, 

blankets, sleeping mats, jerry cans, soap, and solar lamps among others.  

 

 

 

 



 
SKBN Humanitarian Update, October  2021 

 

 
6 

 

 

The SKBN CU reports security incidents according to the information received from a variety of sources. This information does not include a comprehensive 
verification of perpetrators or damages. 
 

This monthly update on humanitarian issues in the Blue Nile and South Kordofan states is compiled by the SKBN Coordination Unit. With three main functions of 
information, coordination, and advocacy, the SKBNCU strives to put out regular and accurate information on the humanitarian situation of people affected by the 
conflict since 2011.  
Please send your comments to advocacy@skbncu.org 
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