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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The Yemen Flash Appeal, launched on 2 September for US$23.75 million, has still not received any funding. Some 
Agencies are using CERF funds to finance their activities.  

• Access to Sa'ada continues to be problematic; in Sa'ada town, it has not been possible for Islamic Relief (WFP's 
cooperating partner) to distribute food due to insecurity.   

• Many civilians are still stranded in Sa'ada due to road blockages and continuous clashes, although some are 
reported to be fleeing by foot on mountain roads (no figures available). IDPs who managed to flee from Sa'ada 
reported that the journey is risky.  Those who can afford it are then taking the Al Jawf road to Sana'a.  

• Fighting continues in Harf Sufyan (Amran Governorate) & surrounding areas, although there are no reports of new 
movements of IDPs from the area. IDPs report that the city is now almost empty. 

• The demarcation of the new IDP Khaiwan camp in Amran is now complete, although registration has not yet 
begun. The Deputy Governor of Amran has agreed to reinforce the camp's security after an incident on 7 
September (see below). 

• No further NFI distributions have taken place in Hajjah/Harad since the last reporting period. 
• It was agreed that UNHCR and WFP will take the lead on verifying IDP figures 
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II. Situation Overview 
 
The humanitarian community is still operating on a planning estimate of 150,000 IDPs from Sa'ada and Amran 
Governorates, and it was agreed at the last meeting of the Emergency Preparedness and Response Team that 
UNHCR and WFP will take the lead on verifying IDP registration figures.  
 
Humanitarian access and communication inside Sa'ada governorate continues to be extremely limited largely due to 
insecurity; landlines in Sa'ada are still down, and mobile phone coverage has been down since the beginning of the 
conflict. The main roads out of Sa'ada remain closed, leaving many IDPs trapped. Some IDPs have been leaving on 
foot on the mountain roads, and agencies are exploring alternative transport corridors including through Al Jawf and 
Saudi Arabia. IDPs from Al Malaheet (in Sa'ada Governorate) that fled to Amran (mostly women and children) arrived 
traumatized and exhausted, having spent three to five days walking in the desert before reaching the camp in 
Khaiwan.  
 
III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM)  
 
The demarcation of the new IDP Khaiwan camp in Amran is now complete, although registration has not yet begun. 
There are approximately 500 families waiting for the delivery of basic services. 23 tents have been erected so far, and 
50 more will be erected in the next day so that IDPs can be received as soon as latrines and water are available. The 
Sheikh in the camp site has appointed a three men committee from the local council and local leaders to coordinate 
with all agencies especially UNHCR at the field level.  
 
On 7 September 2009, a family who claims ownership of the land at Khaiwan camp attempted to force UNHCR and 
implementing partners’ staff members to evacuate the site. The incident was raised with the Deputy Governor of 
Amran during a CCCM meeting later that day, who assured that he would resolve the issue with the host 
communities. A number of other issues were agreed on during the sub-cluster CCCM/shelter/ NFI meeting, including: 
security guarantee by the government; provision of IDP lists for WFP to start distribution on 8 September; UNHCR in 
partnership with YRC to speed up the camp establishment and start receiving the IDPs; UNICEF and Oxfam to 
provide water and sanitation; Islamic relief to start protection monitoring; Save the children to help in awareness 
outside the camp including about movement to the camp. 
 
UNHCR holds daily, internal coordination meetings on camp management, and meetings with WFP, WHO, SCF and 
other partners are held as and when necessary. Briefing meetings with the Camp Management Committee and the 
Deputy Governor are scheduled to be held three times a week to highlight key issues. 
 
The bio-data entry of individual registration forms in Haradh by UNHCR is complete. The forms are going to be 
collected from the camp on a daily basis, and Protection Officers will send the camp registration list and information 
on Access database for IDPs outside the camp. 
 
Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFIs)  

In Hajjah/Haradh, no further NFI distributions have taken place since the last reporting period. The tent verification 
exercise is ongoing and will be completed on 10 September; so far 422 tents have been verified, of which 414 (98%) 
are occupied and 6 have collapsed. Work on the installation of communal latrine units supplied by the district 
authorities is ongoing, and UNICEF has delivered 10 additional water tanks that will be installed over the next few 
days. 
 
A shipment of 25,000 blankets, 6000 kitchen sets 6000 plastic sheets and 300 tents arrived from Dubai to the port of 
Aden on 8 September. The items have been cleared by customs. However, the ship was not able to dock due to 
logistical problems at the port. Further information will be made available shortly. 
 
UNHCR HQ has approved the loan of US$2.5 million for its emergency response to the conflict-affected population. A 
procurement request has been placed through HQ SMS for NFIs worth US$ 1.9 million for some 5,000 families, 
including emergency shelter (7,000 tents, 5,000 plastic sheets and 250 Plastic rolls). The first consignment is 
expected to leave Dubai on 13 September. 
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UNHCR has discussed with ADRA the possibility of providing assistance (tents and NFIs) to some 300 IDPs in Al 
Jawf. The assistance will be delivered along with the food items from WFP in the coming days. 
 
Food Aid 
As of 8 September, a total of 170 metric tons of food has been distributed to 14,917 IDPs in camps in Hajjah and 
Sa'ada town, as well as those scattered elsewhere in Hajjah Governorate. WFP has completed one month's food 
distribution for all 12,404 IDPs registered around Hajjah and in the camp. The team is now preparing to distribute 
the second cycle in the coming days, and it is likely the planning figure will increase to some 14,000 IDPs as 
additional families arrive and are registered.  In Sa'ada town, it has not been possible for Islamic Relief (WFP's 
cooperating partner) to distribute food due to continued insecurity.  
 
WFP has a stockpile of commodities in Sa'ada and is ready to distribute to Al Jawf and Amran. WFP and UNHCR are 
coordinating with ICRC, MSF Spain, ADRA and Islamic Relief regarding the registration and locations of IDPs in the 
two governorates. Since the main road through Amran is still closed due to fighting, WFP is evaluating alternative 
transport corridors, including through Al Jawf and Saudi Arabia. However, the Agency's priority at this stage is to 
distribute the food already in stocked in Sa'ada. WFP is prepared to move food from Sana'a as well as from Dubai. 
 
The WFP, UNHCR and DSS mission to Baqim is pending visas from Saudi Arabia.  
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
10 water tanks (2,000 litres), 300 water filters and 197 hygiene kits have been delivered to Al-Mazrak Camp at 
Haradh. There are 8 functional latrines and another 10 will be functional by 10 September, when 500 Garbage 
containers will also be delivered.  From 15 September, UNICEF will start the supply of 40,000 litres of water. 500 
hygiene kits are pre-positioned for delivery to scattered settlements with the support of local NGO implementing 
partner, Al-Amal.   
 
10 water tanks and 10 mobile latrines will be delivered to Amran (Khaiwan camp) on 10 September in coordination 
with YRC officials. For now the Local Council is supplying water.  

Health and Nutrition 
There are no reports of disease outbreaks among the IDPs to date. From 2-7 September, WHO-supported mobile 
health units in Al Jawf Governorate treated 582 people in Al-Matamma, Al-Homaidat and Barat Al-Marashi, mostly for 
diarrhoea, acute respiratory illnesses, malnutrition, skin diseases and malaria. WHO, in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Public Health and Population (MoPH&P), has dispatched 5 tons of medicines (antibiotics, oral rehydration salts, 
drugs for common diseases) to support 10,000 IDPs and members of the host community for one month.  
 
WHO is locally procuring laboratory supplies and reagents for Al-Jomhoria hospital in Sa’ada City. They will be used 
for blood transfusions and testing for HIV and Hepatitis. WHO and MoPH&P have deployed 2 physicians and four 
nurses to the health unit in Al Mazrak, where WHO will also provide a generator to provide electricity and air-
conditioning. 
 
A rapid assessment of the nutrition status of under-fives in the Al Mazrak Camp by MOH, UNICEF and partners 
concluded that 7 per cent of children under -5 are severely malnourished. 34 children have been enrolled for 
treatment of acute malnutrition. A system for the regular surveillance of severely malnourished children has been put 
in place, and Plumpinet is available in sufficient quantities. UNICEF has agreed with the local health authorities to set 
up Theoretic Feeding Center (TFC) at the Harad District Hospital for severely malnourished children who need in-
patient treatment. 

Protection & Education 
It was agreed by the Deputy Governor of Hajjah that the Department of Education will start enrolling children whose 
schooling has been disrupted in nearby local schools. For children who are not school-going, UNICEF will support the 
setting up of learning spaces and supply educational material and supplies for IDP children.  
 
Preparations for a rapid assessment of psycho-social support needs of children and women in Haradh camp have 
been finalized with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour. The assessment will be supported by the Yemeni 
Charitable Doctors Association and the Ministry of Education, with the involvement of governorate staff.  
 
Some IDP women who arrived to in Khaiwan (Amran) are in their ninth month of pregnancy and are worried about 
health assistance during and after delivery. They voiced their need for a female doctor, clothes and sanitary napkins.  
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A UNHCR Protection Assistant interviewed families living in the vicinity of the camp site in an attempt to identify 
protection and SGBV issues. Although no particular concerns surfaced at this moment, further assessments need to 
be carried out and the possibility of SGBV should not be crossed out. The women were briefed on UNHCR protection 
intervention in cases of SGBV and fraud. 
 
IV. Funding & Coordination 

 

During the meeting of the Emergency Preparedness and Response Team on 8 September, the agenda focused on 
improving the registration mechanism for IDPs, and identifying a process for checking and verifying registrations. It 
was decided that UNHCR & WFP will take the lead on this.  
 
The Yemen Flash Appeal, launched on 2 September for US$23.75 million, has still not received any funding as of 10 
September. Agencies are using reserve funds to finance their activities.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian aid is tracked through the Financial Tracking Service (FTS) and is reliant on information provided by donors 
and recipient agencies. Please inform FTS of all contributions (cash and in-kind) by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int 
 

VI. Contacts 
 
UNRC, Sana’a: 
Ms. Pratibha Mehta, Resident Coordinator for Yemen 
pratibha.mehta@undp.org • + 967 71 222 2200 
 
OCHA, Cairo:  
Mr. Abdul Haq Amiri, Head of OCHA Regional Office  
amiri@un.org • + 20 16 861 5339 
 
OCHA, New York: 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker, Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
bunker@un.org • + 1 917 892 1679 

 
OCHA, New York:  
Mr. Charles Bernimolin, Coordination and Response Division 
bernimolin@un.org • + 1 917 640 6399 
 
OCHA, Sana’a: 
Mr. Carlos Geha, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
gehac@un.org • +967 1448 605 
 
OCHA, Geneva: 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs, Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
byrs@un.org • +41 79 473 4570 

 

 
All situation reports from OCHA and individual agencies can also be found on OCHA’s website for 
humanitarian information on complex emergencies and natural disasters: http://www.reliefweb.int/ 

Cluster Requirement Funding US$ % Funded 

FOOD  5,300,000 0 0% 

SHELTER & NFIs 5,139,235 0 0% 

WATER & SANITATION 4,500,000 0 0% 

NUTRITION 2,495,000 0 0% 

HEALTH 2,300,000 0 0% 

PROTECTION 1,780,765 0 0% 

EMERGENCY EDUCATION 1,410,000 0 0% 

AGRICULTURE 700,000 0 0% 

COORDINATION 125,000 0 0% 

Grand Total (US$) 23,750,000 0 0% 


