
THE HUMAN COST OF INACTION
IS TOO HIGH

Without immediate funding, humanitarian 
partners will be forced to stop essential 
programmes, including food assistance, 
nutritional activities, effective health care 
provision and livelihood support. More 
Somalis will suffer, and progress achieved 
over the last decade will be lost.

FUNDING IS URGENTLY NEEDED

Despite increasing needs, the 
Humanitarian Response Plan is only 
4.6 per cent funded ($66.7 million).
This is a 14 per cent drop in the 
level of HRP funding compared to 
2021, even though HRP requirement 
has increased by 33 per cent since 
last year. 

THE SITUATION IN SOMALIA
The drought in Somalia since  early 2021 has compounded the humanitarian situation in the country, leaving millions of 
people in need of humanitarian assistance. As of April 2022, parts of the country are facing the risk of localized famine, 
with about 6.1 million people, including 760,000 newly displaced by drought, experiencing extreme food shortages due to 
drought, hunger, and loss of livelihoods. In 2022, about 7.7 million people, including 2.9 million IDPs, need assistance. 
Three decades of armed conflict and insecurity, coupled with shocks such as floods, locust infestation and food insecurity, 
have eroded the resilience and coping capacities of affected communities, causing widespread destitution and staggering 
needs.

More than 90 per cent of the country is facing drought.
people in Somalia, nearly half of the population, 
require life-saving or protection services.

Somalis are now in acute need.

6.1 million people are affected, with 760K displaced by 
drought.

Without immediate assistance, drought will be a key driver of 
mass displacement, communicable diseases and protec-
tion violations in the country.

people remain
displaced, without any
hope of returning to their
homes

people are facing high
levels of acute food
insecurity and hunger

children are acutely or
severely malnourished

children in Somalia dies
before turning 5

women of child-bearing
age dies due to
pregnancy-related
complications
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DROUGHT EXACERBATING EXISTING VULNERABILITIES HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE REMAINS A LIFE LINE
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SOMALIA: THE COST OF INACTION

WHAT IF ? …
WE FAIL TO RECEIVE ADEQUATE FUNDING?

About 841,120 people in the 804 IDP sites across the country will be exposed to 
increased transmission of communicable diseases, malnutrition, insecurity and 
protection incidents, as the provision of shelter, food and non-food items, which 
is already overstretched, will be curtailed. Most at risk are people living with 
disabilities and those from minority groups. In addition, nearly 636,630 people in 
727 IDP sites that have received eviction notices from private landowners will be 
without homes, increasing their vulnerabilities. The evictions will result in the 
destruction of critical humanitarian infrastructure within such sites.

More than 300,000 school-aged children, out of the 1.4 million children whose 
education has been disrupted by the drought, will be at risk of dropping out of 
school. During the 2012 and 2017 droughts, about 90 per cent of children who 
dropped out of school never returned and were exposed to protection risks, 
including early marriage, child labour and recruitment into armed groups. These 
children face long-term vulnerability from being deprived their right to education.

Somalia will experience widespread famine affecting more than the six areas 
currently at risk of localized famine through June 2022. At least six million 
people - nearly 40 per cent of the country - are already hungry and as the country 
faces a fourth consecutive failed rainy season and food prices keep soaring, 
many more lives and livelihoods are likely to be lost. In 2011, over 250,000 
people died in Somalia due to famine.

Disease outbreaks and mortality from preventable health outbreaks will increase. 
Preventable diseases such as AWD/Cholera and measles will worsen. Care for 
severely malnourished children with medical complications will be limited, further 
contributing to one of the world’s highest maternal and child mortality rates.

Over 1.2 million acutely malnourished children, pregnant and breastfeeding 
women will not receive adequate lifesaving nutrition assistance, including 
300,000 children with moderate acute malnutrition who are at risk of death 
due to the current low coverage of the Targeted Supplementary Feeding 
Programme and other nutrition preventative programmes.

Lack of adequate funding for shelter will force the displaced people to 
remain in congested IDPs settlements that already have critical shelter 
needs, lack adequate privacy  and protection from elements and inadequate 
access to social services.

About 4.2 million people will have reduced access to safe water, sanitation 
and hygiene services. Millions of Somalis, including about 1.3 million 
children, will be at risk of dying from preventable waterborne diseases such 
as cholera and measles, as well as COVID-19. Displaced women and girls 
will be exposed to heightened protection risks on their way to distant water 
points and sanitation facilities. As people compete for the diminishing water 
sources, resource-based conflicts will increase. Schools and health 
institutions will not be operational due to disruption of water and sanitation 
services.

More than 1.5 million of the most vulnerable women will lose access to 
gender-based violence and mental health services, including access to safe 
spaces for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence. Over one million 
people, including people with disabilities, the elderly and people with 
minority clan affiliation, will not have access to community-based 
prevention and response services. Over 350,000 boys and girls at risk of 
life-threatening violence, exploitation, FGM, recruitment, abuse, and neglect 
will not receive adequate and timely protection. Communities in areas 
affected by mines will be vulnerable to death and injury resulting from 
explosive ordinances, as mine risk and education activities will be halted. 
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URGENT ACTION
To help mitigate the 
worst drought impacts. 

IMMEDIATE FUNDING
Without immediate funding, humani-
tarian partners will be unable to 
address the situation, and progress 
achieved over the last decade will be 
destroyed.

ADDRESSING THE PROTECTION CRISIS
Without an end to the ongoing active hostilities against 
civilians, the crisis will deepen while humanitarian 
operations will become increasingly di�cult. Continued 
advocacy and support from all partners on longer-term 
political, security and development solutions are crucial.  
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WHAT IS REQUIRED?


