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The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
High temperatures and below-average rainfall could affect 

the 2018 main season food output

   Highlights:

temporal distribution of precipitation has been 
erratic, with negative consequences for crops. 
Rainfall from April to early July was generally average 
to above average over the main producing areas 
of the country, benefitting planting activities and 
early development of the 2018 main season crops. 
However, below‑average rains from mid‑July until 
mid‑August, normally the wettest months, coupled 
with high temperatures, resulted in moisture stress 
during critical crop development stages in localized 
areas of the main crop producing provinces, including 
South and North Hwanghae, and South and North 
Hamgyong (see Figure 2).

Provisional estimates provided by the National 
Coordinating Committee (NCC) indicate that, 
as of early August, 98 892 hectares of cropland 
had been affected by the dry weather conditions 
(see  Figure  3). This covers 24 664 hectares of paddy 
and 74  228  hectares of other food crops, including 
maize and potatoes. The estimated total area affected 
represents 8 percent of the average area cultivated 
during the main season. Any drop in production 
could further aggravate food insecurity.
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Figure 1: Democratic People’s Rrepublic of Korea -  
Crop calendar *major foodcrop

•  Below‑average rains, coupled with high temperatures from mid‑July until mid‑August, a critical period for 
crops, affected 8 percent of the average area cultivated in the main season.

The main agricultural season starts in April, with the 
arrival of the spring rains, and the harvest normally 
takes place between September and October 
(see Figure 1).

Overall, cumulative rainfall during the 2018 cropping 
season has been above average; nonetheless, the 

Source: FAO/GIEWS
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 Figure 2:  Democratic People’s Republic of Korea - Anomalies of daily average temperature in July and August 2018

Source: Joint Research Centre of the European Commission
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 Figure 3:  Democratic People’s Republic of Korea - Estimates Damaged Area by High Temperature

Source: National Coordinating Committee (NCC)



This report is prepared by the Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) of the Trade and 
Markets Division of FAO. The updates focus on developing anomalous conditions aimed at providing early 
warnings, as well as latest and more elaborate information than other GIEWS regular reports on the food 
security situation of countries, at both national and sub‑national levels. None of the information in this 
report should be regarded as statements of governmental views.

For more information visit the GIEWS Website at:  www.fao.org/giews

Enquiries may be directed to:
Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS)
Trade and Markets Division (EST) 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy
E‑mail: GIEWS1@fao.org

CA1394EN/1/09.18

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific companies or products of 
manufacturers, whether or not these have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or 
recommended by FAO in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned.

The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 
views or policies of FAO. 

© FAO, 2018

Some rights reserved. This work is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution‑Non‑Commercial‑
ShareAlike 3.0 IGO license (CC BY‑NC‑SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by‑nc‑sa/3.0/igo). 

Under the terms of this license, this work may be copied, redistributed and adapted for non‑commercial purposes, 
provided that the work is appropriately cited. In any use of this work, there should be no suggestion that FAO 
endorses any specific organization, products or services. The use of the FAO logo is not permitted. If the work is 
adapted, then it must be licensed under the same or equivalent Creative Commons license. If a translation of this 
work is created, it must include the following disclaimer along with the required citation: “This translation was 
not created by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). FAO is not responsible for the 
content or accuracy of this translation. The original [Language] edition shall be the authoritative edition."

Any mediation relating to disputes arising under the license shall be conducted in accordance with the Arbitration 
Rules of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) as at present in force.

Third‑party materials. Users wishing to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such 
as tables, figures or images, are responsible for determining whether permission is needed for that reuse 
and for obtaining permission from the copyright holder. The risk of claims resulting from infringement of any 
third‑party‑owned component in the work rests solely with the user.

Sales, rights and licensing. FAO information products are available on the FAO website (www.fao.org/publications) 
and can be purchased through publications‑sales@fao.org. Requests for commercial use should be submitted 
via: www.fao.org/contact‑us/licence‑request. Queries regarding rights and licensing should be submitted to: 
copyright@fao.org.

www.fao.org/giews
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo
http://www.fao.org/publications
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/licence-request
mailto:copyright@fao.org

