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Key Points 
• Flash flooding in many parts of the country is reported to have killed 32 people and affected some 

50-80,000 people since the rains began in July, according to the Ministry of Interior. The rainfall 
has been the heaviest in six years. 

• In South Kordofan, some 3,000 people fled from a village in El Abassiya locality following an 
SPLM-N attack, according to the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission. 

• In Abyei, Dinka Ngok and the Misseriya community leaders signed an agreement on peaceful co-
existence.  

• Registration of extremely vulnerable individuals amongst the South Sudanese camping out in the 
open in departure points in Khartoum has continued.   

• In South Darfur, a UNAMID peacekeeper was killed following an attack on Otash IDP camp. 

 

 

Flash floods leave 32 dead and destroy over 4,700 homes 
 
Initial reports from the Government and humanitarian partners indicate that some 50-80,000 people have been 
affected by flash flooding in various parts of the country since July. The Ministry of Interior has reported that the 
flooding has killed 32 people, injured 35 others, completely destroyed 4,700 homes, partially damaged over 
10,000 homes, and left over 35,000 animals dead. The worst affected areas include Kassala, White Nile, Gedaref, 
Sennar, North Darfur, South Darfur and Central Darfur states.  
 
Rainfall since the second week of July – the onset of the rainy season – has been the heaviest in six years and is 
projected to continue into September. The Ministry of Water Resources reports that the levels of the River Nile 
and its tributaries show above average readings similar to those of the 1988 floods. Assessments by the 
Government and humanitarian actors report Kassala as the worst affected state, with houses submerged and 
roads impassable.  
 
The Floods Task Force, co-chaired by the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and OCHA, is 
meeting regularly at the Khartoum level. It is composed of relevant Government entities and national and 
international humanitarian partners. State Emergency Committees are also meeting regularly in the affected 
states. In Darfur, international humanitarian actors have been providing humanitarian relief supplies for people 
affected by the flooding, but there has been a severe shortage of plastic sheeting and other non-food items (NFIs) 
due to long delays in obtaining clearances from the Government for these items to leave a warehouse in El 
Obeid. The clearances were obtained on 12 August and priority is now being given to the delivery of these items.  
 
In West Darfur, in response to the displacement caused by flooding, the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) have pre-positioned cholera kits in El Geneina, Forobaranga, and Kerenik. 
WHO has also provided the SMoH with special equipment to support vector control activities and a water testing 
kit. According to the SMoH, there has been an increase in diarrhoea cases among children following the heavy 
rains and flooding. In South Darfur, government authorities have declared the Kubum locality in South Darfur an 
emergency area due to heavy flooding. An initial assessment has reported that some 10,000 people (2,000 
households) are affected.  
 
 
More killed or displaced by armed attacks in South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
According to unconfirmed reports received by the UN, on 9 August unidentified gunmen in the Kurgol area in 
South Kordofan attacked a government vehicle, with no casualties reported. This follows the incident on 4 August 
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in which a World Food Programme (WFP) staff member was killed and another seriously injured when unknown 
gunmen attacked their vehicle on the main road from Kadugli to Dilling, 25km north of Kurgol. In early July, 
unidentified gunmen in the Kurgol area killed several government officials, including the head of the South 
Kordofan Legislative Council. 
 
According to the HAC, on 9 August an estimated 3,000 people were displaced from El Moraib village (about 60km 
north-west of Al Abassiya town) to Gerdod Yama and Al Abassiya town following an attack by Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) forces. Humanitarian organisations are responding to the needs of these 
newly displaced people.  
 

 
 
Heavy rains hamper humanitarian response 
Humanitarian organizations in Sudan are unable to access SPLM-N-controlled areas in South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile states due to government restrictions. As of 12 August, 320 national staff from the UN and international 
NGOs (INGOs) and two international UN staff were present in Government-controlled areas of South Kordofan. 
There are over 200 national staff of UN agencies and INGOs in Blue Nile. No international staff are present in 
Blue Nile. 
 
In Blue Nile, HAC has asked all UN agencies and INGOs working in the state to provide the details of their 
activities and projects, to facilitate humanitarian access outside the State capital, Ed Damazine. The 
Government’s Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) reports that some 1,200 households in five 
locations in Ed Damazine town were affected by flash flooding triggered by heavy rains at the end of July. The 
state government has reportedly contributed some funds for emergency operations, including the removal of 
debris and garbage collection in the affected areas and the distribution of plastic sheeting, while humanitarian 
organizations provided additional humanitarian assistance. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), the 
Zakah Chamber of the Ministry of Extension and Religious Affairs and HAC reported that they had provided food 
assistance to the affected families.  
 
In South Kordofan, heavy rains and poor road conditions continue to hamper humanitarian activities, particularly 
in the eastern parts of South Kordofan. WES is unable to start the rehabilitation of water points with UNICEF’s 
support in the Talodi and El Leri localities due to heavy rains and poor road conditions. In Tarter and Tadamon 
areas, WES with support from UNICEF provided chlorination supplies to 16,500 people affected by flash flooding. 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reported that by the end of July it finalised the distribution of 
agricultural inputs to some 3,000 displaced families in the Talodi and Abu Gubeiha localities through the national 
NGO Umserdiba Development Association. On 8 August, the national NGO Jasmar, with support from UNHCR, 
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distributed non-food relief supplies to 1,940 families in Kadugli. Meanwhile, WFP is offering transport and 
temporary storage services in South Kordofan as part of the logistics common service, as agreed with UN 
agencies.  
 
 
Returns to the Abyei area continue  
 
According to the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), by 9 August some 11,600 people had returned to 
areas north of the Bahr al Arab/Kiir River, including Abyei town. It is estimated that some 67,000 people from 
Abyei remain displaced in Agok, in the south of the Abyei area and in the adjacent areas of South Sudan. 
According to UNHCR, people displaced in areas south of the Bahr al Arab/Kiir River in the Abyei area are 
reportedly waiting for the end of the rainy season before returning to their homes north of the river, while others 
are waiting for an improvement in the security situation and the establishment of Abyei administration institutions. 
 
Dinka Ngok and Misseriya leaders sign an agreement on peaceful co-existence 
A meeting of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee (AJOC) took place in Abyei town on 9-10 August, focusing 
mainly on peaceful co-existence between the Dinka Ngok and the Misseriya. The community leaders of the Dinka 
Ngok and the Misseriya signed an agreement to continue sustained dialogue based on mutual respect to facilitate 
reconciliation and peaceful co-existence between the two communities. They also agreed to work towards 
establishing mutual trust and to make use of traditional mechanisms for resolving issues between the two 
communities. The AJOC also agreed on the terms of reference for a Joint Military Observer Committee (JMOC). 
The logistical arrangements to make the JMOC operational are yet to be finalised.  
 
 
South Sudanese people continue to face multiple difficulties  
 
Heavy rains affect the South Sudanese people who are camping out in the open in Khartoum  
According to UNHCR, heavy rains over the past week in Khartoum have added to the harsh conditions faced by 
many of the South Sudanese who are camping out in the open in departure points in Khartoum, and has 
damaged some of their property. South Sudanese community leaders have requested urgent assistance for those 
affected. The Government’s Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Works (CVHW), UNHCR, and the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) are continuing to register and medically screen extremely 
vulnerable individuals (EVIs) from open areas of Khartoum – where people of South Sudanese origin are 
sheltering – for relocation to South Sudan by air. By 9 August, 195 EVIs had been registered. The three 
organisations plan to assist 687 EVIs to return to South Sudan by air.  
 
High associated costs for South Sudanese people to obtain documentation 
The Protection Sector reports that UNHCR and the Civil Registry Directorate continue to coordinate efforts to 
improve the registration system in Sudan (for both Sudanese and foreigners) through the recently established 
joint technical committee. UNHCR will provide technical support, including training of staff and deploying 
consultants. UNHCR is monitoring the issuance of documentation for South Sudanese people. Preliminary 
information in some communities revealed that there is a general lack of knowledge on the documentation 
available for South Sudanese in Sudan and on the procedures to obtain documents. Concerns were also raised 
about the high associated costs and the need for supporting documents such as birth and age assessment 
certificates. Students and retired persons need documentation to be admitted to schools and to collect their 
pensions. IOM estimates that between 1 January and 9 August 2012 some 116,000 people of South Sudanese 
origin returned from Sudan to South Sudan.  
 
 
New outbreaks of violence in Darfur  
 
A UNAMID peacekeeper is killed inside an IDP camp 
The African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) reported on 12 August that a UNAMID 
peacekeeper was killed and another injured in Nyala, South Darfur, following an attack on UNAMID’s community 
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policing centre inside the Otash IDP camp. The armed men fled after the police unit returned fire. Since the initial 
deployment of UNAMID on 31 December 2007, 38 peacekeepers have been killed as a result of hostile actions. 
 
The 25,000 people who fled Kassab camp have not yet returned due to security concerns 
Following an incident in Kutum last week when Arab militias attacked the Kassab IDP camp, all residents of the 
camp – 25,000 people – fled, and took refuge with the host community in Kutum town. According to humanitarian 
organisations on the ground, community leaders report that those who fled the camp require access to sanitation 
facilities, clean drinking water, food, and health care. IDP leaders have been calling on the Government and 
UNAMID to take urgent measures to improve security so that they can return to the camp. The World Health 
Organization (WHO), SMoH and a UNAMID medical team organised for a mobile clinic to visit Kutum on 9 
August. The INGO GOAL reopened its two clinics in Kutum on 12 August. WES is working with community 
leaders to address water and sanitation concerns, focusing on environmental cleaning, the provision of temporary 
sanitation facilities, the chlorination of drinking water, and hygiene promotion activities. WFP will be distributing 
food rations for the months of September and October.  
 
Humanitarian agencies are facing operational and logistical challenges in meeting the needs of the displaced 
people in Kutum. These include Government authorisation to transport relief supplies from UN warehouses in El 
Obeid to Darfur, as relief supply stocks in El Fasher will cover only 4,000 people. Food and non-food relief 
supplies will need to be transported and pre-positioned in Kutum town. Humanitarian actors are seeking funding 
to support this response.  
 
Demonstrations take place in Rahad al Berdi, South Darfur 
On 6 August, public demonstrations against basic commodities and fuel price hikes erupted in the Rahad al Berdi 
locality in South Darfur State (140km south-west of Nyala town). According to reports received by the UN, the 
protestors burned down government premises, including the offices of Locality Commissioner and the Zakat 
Chamber. Local media report that the protest started after the authorities increased tariffs on electricity. Police 
used tear gas to disperse the demonstrators. An unspecified number of people were reportedly injured, but no 
deaths have been reported. This is the second large protest to take place in South Darfur. On 30 July, protests in 
Nyala town were triggered by a bus strike over high fuel prices. Local media reported that, during this earlier 
protest, eight people were killed (five of whom were high school students) and 24 people were injured.  
 
 
Returns of refugees and IDPs continue in some parts of Darfur  
 
According to UNHCR, some 250 Sudanese refugees have voluntarily returned from Chad to Wingi village, 18km 
from El Geneina in West Darfur. These returnees are from the Massalit tribe and fled to Chad at the start of the 
Darfur conflict in 2003. According to the returnees, their efforts to return have been hampered for the past four 
years by land occupation in their area of origin. UNHCR has provided shelter materials to the returnees and a 
follow-up monitoring mission will be conducted after the harvest period to determine whether the return is 
seasonal, temporary or permanent. Humanitarian organisations cite land occupation by other groups or tribes as 
one of the main factors deterring return to parts of Darfur, as well as a lack of security, basic services and viable 
livelihood opportunities. 
 
According to HAC, the Niteaga locality Commissioner reported that some 1,000 people have returned to villages 
in the Negeha area of South Darfur. Access to these return villages has been delayed by poor road conditions. A 
verification mission will be sent to assess the needs of these returnees as soon as the roads become passable. 
 
 


