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INTRODUCTION 
Following the current skirmishes in Moyale the cabinet of the Marsabit County under leadership 
of the county Governor initiated the assessment to be done with other humanitarian 
organisation. The meeting was convened on 13th of December which deliberated on the 
assessment for the Moyale to be conducted due to current skirmishes. The task force was 
formed from the county level. The task force combined with the team from the Moyale Sub 
County to do the joint assessment. The team from the Marsabit was able to have a meeting with 
the team from Moyale on 14th /12/2013 and received briefs and then the TOR was made and 
the team for the assessment constituted. It involved three minsters form the county cabinet 
(minister for trade and enterprise development, minster for coordination and administration, 
and minister for water, environment and natural resources), the ministry of Health, National 
Drought Management Authority (NDMA) , Kenya Red Cross Society,SND, World Vision Kenya, 
Concern Worldwide, Care Kenya .
BACKGROUND 
Moyale District has a population of 80,550 people (42,018 Male and 38,532 Female) per 2009 
census report. It is divided into 2 administrative divisions; Central and Golbo divisions which 
are further divided into 12 Locations and 24 sub-locations. The population growth rate is 2.3 
%.The district is inhabited by the Borana, Gabra , Burji, Garri, Sakuye and others. In the current 
county dispensation Moyale Sub County constitute of 7 Wards.The 4 wards (Golbo, Butiye,Heilu-
Manyatta and Township) are all affected by the current and previous  clashes. Most of the 
households live below the absolute poverty line, malnutrition rates are moderate (SMART 
SURVEY-AUGUST 2013), shortage of water, poor sanitation and low literacy levels. Source of 
livelihoods are Agro-pastoral, pastoral in the rural areas and business activities mainly by the 
populace who lives in town. 
For some time now the district has experienced inter-tribal armed conflicts which have been 
attributed to the scramble for available natural (water, pasture and grazing lands) and lately 
further aggravated by  political  supremacy amongst the major tribes in the district. These 
conflicts have often led to loss of lives destruction of property and displacements of people 
from their area of habitation.
The conflict started on 15th of July 2013, and has been going on since then up to December 
2013. Though the fighting has now stopped owing to the deployment of the Kenya Defence 
Forces (KDF), the clashes have left a trail of destruction which include Human Death, 
destruction of properties, human displacement,deaths, trauma and psychological disturbance. 
The result of conflict  as  from 15th of July to 8th December is 71 injuries. The total Death as 
from 15th July to 1st December is 20. The current skirmishes was as from 4th December/2013 to 
8th /12/2013. This has lead to human displacement, injuries, destruction of properties, and 
also human deaths. In the current skirmishes Kenya Red Cross was only able to help the injuries 
but not able to retrieve bodies like the previous one because every community was taking the 
bodies and as result of this we are not able to establish the total death except 3 confirmed 
dead. The conflict has increased in magnitude since there was additional areas affected like 
Godoma,Watiti,and Sololo. The incident of attacks and counter attacks that occurred from 
October,2013 to 10th December,2013 is 27 incidents in total. As a result of this there was 



displacement that mostly affected 8 locations namely 
Odda,Godoma,Kinisa,Manyatta,Lami,Heilu,Butiye and Township.
For the period the fighting was going on, the transport sector was totally paralysed and the 
level of insecurity was all-time high. On this back drop it was impossible to carry out any 
assessment. However, since the intervention of the military, some normalcy and some sense of 
security have returned and hence assessment was possible.

OBJECTIVE OF THE ASSESSMENT
a) Assess the magnitude and intensity of the conflict and the impact thereof 
b) Indentify humanitarian needs 
c) Make the possible recommendations 
METHODOLOGY
The team used secondary information from the Kenya Red Cross to supplement the data 
obtained from the locations visited. The assessment team was multi-sectoral and multi 
agencies in composition and comprised of 3 county cabinet ministers, MOH, and 
representatives from: the Kenya Red cross, Care Kenya, World Vision Kenya, Concern 
Worldwide, National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) and SND. The team met on 14th 
December 2013 and adopted a common approach to the assessment and formulated an 
itinerary. It was agreed that a transect walk was to be done, with direct observation as the main 
method of collecting data, interviews with the administrators and the affected people was to be 
done and photography (after seeking consent to do take photos) Sought audience the sub-
county administration to arrange for escort and coordinate the meeting with the Ethiopian 
administration.
It was noted that the deputy county commissioner who to chair the co-ordination meeting was 
engaged elsewhere on official business. 

SUMMARY OF THE ASSESSMENT FINDINGS

Displacement
Most of the settlements did not have people: Areas like Butiye, Odda, Gimbe, Hadesa, Teso, 
Goromuda, Illadu, Funanyatta, Manyatta, Lami, Qalaliwe, Heilu, Arosa, Kinisa, Watiti and Mansile 
are completely deserted while Sessi, Bori, Township, and Somare are partly disserted as a result 
of the conflict. The displaced people have moved to places like Dirdima, Harsako, Dabel, 
Somare, Bori and Township.  Some 355 HHs from Watiti and Godoma are living in North eastern 
province while a reported 8166HH have crossed the border to the Ethiopian side of Oromia and 
Somalia Region according to Ethiopian authorities. 
In total 8,521HHs (approximately 51,126 people) are displaced and are not keen on going back 
to their homes in the foreseeable future.

The displaced population both on Kenya and Ethiopian side are integrated with their relatives 
and kins, while others are being hosted with well wishers, it came out clearly that though there 
is integration there was no confirmed assistance. However, it was noted that a small proportion 
of displaced population at Torbi and Godoma NEP is camping at school.

It was observed that in the following areas Godoma, Watiti, Godoma Didiko and Nana, elders 
have made efforts to dialogue with neighbouring county of wajir elders to initiate meeting on 
modalities of ensuring that the displaced population get back to their original places.



POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY SEX,NO OF HH,AREA,DENSITY AND ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS 
AS PER 2009 CENSUS
MOYALE AFFECTED PERCENTAGES BY CONFLICT
DIVISION LOCATION SUB-

LOCATION
POPULATIONPOPULATIONPOPULATION HOUSE 

HOLD
% OF 
DISPLACED 
POP.  

CENTRAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL
Bori Bori 2701 2194 4895 758 30%

Kate 1163 862 2025 310 No 
displaceme
nt

SOMARE Somare 745 613 1358 238 20%
Tesso 369 235 604 168 100%

LAMI Lami 2194 2410 4604 712 50%

BUTIYE Butiye 2440 2357 4797 752 100%
Gorumuda 1862 2001 3863 612 90%

TOWNSHIP Sessi 1308 1220 2528 532 20%
Township 3132 3257 6389 1139 20%
Gurumesa 1856 1922 3778 613 50%

HEILU Heilu 4,708 3,828 8,536 1,115 70%
Mansile 1,132 911 2,043 262 100%

MANYATTA Manyatta 1,416 1,477 2,893 479 60%
KINISA Kinisa 1,627 1,449 3,076 467 90%

26,65324,736 51,38
9

GOLBO                       DABEL Dabel 2,365 1,950 4,315 612 No 
displaceme
nt

Dirdima 1,297 1,338 2,635 372 No 
displaceme
nt

Gola 1,624 1,538 3,162 396 No 
displaceme
nt

Guyo Timor 1,632 1,494 3,126 465 No 
displaceme
nt

GODOMA Godoma 1,746 1,581 3,327 495 70%



Didiqo 1,199 943 2,142 318 No 
displaceme
nt

NANA Nana 1,839 1,665 3,504 584 No 
displaceme
nt

Yabalo 1,331 1,217 2,548 424 No 
displaceme
nt

ODDA Odda 1,585 1,364 2,949 540 100%
Funanyatta 747 706 1,453 241 100%

15,365 13,796 29161
GRAND TOTAL MOYALE 

DISTRICT
42,01838,532 8055012,599 53,968(67%

)

Shelter
A total of 100 houses were found to be burnt in various areas: 62 in Butiye, 15 in watiti, 3 in 
Manyatta and 2 in Sessi and 19 in odda. Some of the houses  were found to be looted or/and 
destroyed. The displaced people are now living in makeshift structures or are living with their 
relatives’ or well-wishers’ which are since overcrowded. 305HHs (approximately 1,830 people) 
from fresh fighting in Godoma are living in deplorable conditions in classrooms at Ogomdi 
primary school in Wajir North district in North Eastern Province and a further 250 people live 
with well wishers in Bute in NEP. The makeshift shelters and the classrooms that the displaced 
populations do live in, fails to provide any privacy, comfort or dignity to the displaced people. 
Hence they are left to the harsh extremities of Mother Nature. One school (Vision academy) was 
also observed to be totally burnt and so was Sessi Guest House.

Security and Freedom of movement
Despite the beefed up security, people are still living in fear and movement in the areas where 
fighting occurred is almost nil. Most of locations remain empty and the few that are habited, 
only a handful of men are present amidst rifled KPRs on strict guard.  It was observed that that 
no person from another tribe was ready or keen to go the other community’s stronghold and 
even the security escort given to the assessment team was reluctant to go into some places 
underpinning the inherent sense of insecurity in Moyale. The assessment team also faced some 
hostility one place.
The Moyale-Nairobi bus transport system operational and some vehicles were plying some 
routes e.g. Moyale –Nana and Moyale-Bute. Movement of goods is not yet normal as most of 
the transport vehicles were observed to be parked at a yard in Manyatta.

Food security situation
Food security situation has been severely hit. Most displaced people stated that they did not 
have any food for their families and access to markets was a big challenge. The hosts and well 



wishers too indicated that they have exhausted their food basket and all their coping 
mechanisms had been stretched beyond limits. The situation is made worse by lack of food 
preparation utensils for the IDPs as they had either left their houses in hurry or the utensils 
were burnt together with their houses. The IDPs in the North Eastern Province and those whose 
houses were torched are the worst affected hence requiring urgent intervention.Currenly there 
are 2900 household on food voucher implemented by CONCERN and PACIDA with only one 
round of distribution left to closure of the programme. The FFA programme which is 
implemented by World Vision Kenya is also affected by the conflict. There is no support 
received in terms of food for the displaced in Kenya and Ethiopia except the 10 household that 
has camped at Torbi supported by the County Government. Based on the discussion and 
observation it has been clear that food aid is required in all areas affected by the conflict.

Nutrition and infant feeding
Pregnant, lactating mothers and infants were observed to bear the brunt of the effects of the 
clashes. Pregnant and lactating mothers neither have a humble environment to feed the infants 
nor do they have the necessary food to feed on- leave alone food variety necessary for milk 
production. Quite a number are traumatised having witnessed the destruction of their property 
or lost their loved ones both of which affect milk production.This is aggrevated by the general 
food insecurity observed above. 

vi.Livelihoods
Income, money and resources to survive have been hard hit by the conflict. Livelihoods have 
been worse off because there are no livelihood opportunities, livelihood assets have been lost 
(left behind, destroyed, and looted) and insecurity/fear is preventing people from engaging 
livelihood activities; farmers cannot farm, traders are fearful and pastoralists have migrated to 
considered safe zones far away from their areas of habitation. Some livestock were lost to cattle 
rustlers. There is prolonged insecurity on the Moyale Marsabit road that has hampered the 
general movement in and out of town.
Wash
WASH (Water sanitation and Hygiene) was identified to be a major issue of concern. The conflict 
has exacerbated the hitherto dire water problem in Moyale. In all the areas visited, there were 
acute shortages of water with a deteriorating trend. In Township for example water (of 
questionable quality) is being sought from an average of 10 km by donkeys and being vended 
at KShs 50 per 20L jerry can a price beyond the reach of many displaced families with no source 
of income. Areas worst hit by the water crisis are: Kinisa, Godoma, Sessi, Manyatta, Lami, Tesso, 
Arosa and Heilu. The water problem is further exacerbated insecurity that restricts access to 
water sources and lack of water collection and storage facilities (Jerricans or tanks).
There were no functional sanitation facility (latrine) sighted during the assessment in some 
areas. The IDPs practise open defecation (OD) with the majority using the bushes to relieve 
themselves. This method of faecal disposal, despite it being a serious health hazard, it poses a 
risk to women and girls, who in most cases due to privacy issues go to the bush at night -
particularly at this point in time.
The lack of adequate water, absence of latrines and inadequate knowledge on proper hygiene 
practises present good recipes for emergence of diarrhoeal and other water and sanitation 
related diseases. In areas like Ogomdi, where large numbers of people are living together with 
no adequate water and no adequate latrines.
Psychosocial needs



From the stories gathered and observations made, it was evident that quite a number of the 
affected people had encountered bad experiences during the clashes. Some had lost their 
breadwinners, while other others had lost their belongings (vehicles, houses and businesses) to 
the conflict. Some of these situations were beyond what the affected people could contend 
thereby subjecting them to stress and trauma. 
Access to Medical care
5 health centres (Godoma, Odda, Kinisa, Mansile, Butiye have closed down due to conflict) in 
the conflict prone areas are closed. In some cases medical staffs fear going to work while those 
that are open and have medical staffs do not have adequate supply of medicine and essential 
medical apparatus. The government’s medical supplier, Kemsa, has not supplied the district 
with medicine since June 2013 resulting acute shortages of essential drugs in most health 
facilities. The general hospital can not be accessed due to the fear of ethnic violence and people 
take patients to areas where they feel that it is safe.Some staffs from the other tribes do not 
feel safe working at the District hospital. The District has not received the last KEMSA medical 
supply .
As a result of insecurity also people are finding it hard to assess medical care in the open 
facilities for fear of attack and have resorted to walking for long distances to seek for medical 
care where they feel safe even across the border in Ethiopia. 

 

RECCOMENDATIONS
Based on the above findings the team makes the following recommendations
The county government to financially support an immediate, integrated medical outreach by 
partners under the leadership of the ministry of health. The areas to be targeted include the 4 
wards in Moyale.
Urgent peace initiative has to be initiated in the Sub County. This should be done at an 
appropriate time within agreed framework while emphasis should be on participation and co-
ordination. These processes should have mechanisms of check and balance to mantain 
objectivity and impartiality.
County government to follow up and fast track of the medical supplies by KEMSA and establish 
a medical fund to cater for such medical eventualities.
Ensure adequate Nutritional supplements to take care of anticipated increase in numbers.
The county government and other partners  to provide non food items (blankets, tarpaulins, 
cooking utensils, mosquito nets, bar soaps water jerricanes) to 4,000 households in various 
places including Godoma, Ogomdi, Bute and Watiti and all the areas in need of NFIs.
Urgent water trucking to be carried out to the following areas: Lami, Arosa, Heilu,Gurumesa, 
Tesso, Sessi, Manyatta,Butiye,Odda, Somare, Kinisa and Harsako to address the current water 
crisis in those areas.Water collection and storage containers to be provided to 2000HH in the 
affected areas together with point-of-use household water treatment chemicals (PUR and 
aquatabs)
Adequate communal sanitation facilities (latrines and washing areas) to be constructed in areas 
with internally displaced people. In addition hygiene promotion should be carried through 
hygiene campaigns and participatory methods of hygiene promotion in the habited areas to 
avert emergence of any water and sanitation related disease outbreak and to increase the 
community’s awareness on best water, sanitation and hygiene practices.



Relief food to be availed for both the displaced and the host communities as a matter of 
urgency. 
Psychosocial support to be availed to those stressed and traumatised by the conflict and those 
who lost their loved ones or property.
The county government to officially communicate with the concerned   regional governments in 
Ethiopia and possibly work together in addressing the plight of the displaced people in their 
respective areas..
To ensure that no further burning of property is done, the county government should relieve 
the pain of the people whose properties were burnt by supporting the reconstruction of the 
houses, schools and other infrastructure burnt/destroyed. Otherwise motives of revenge will 
creep in a situation which will not only jeopardise security but also undermine peace building 
efforts.
The county to work with partners to seek long –term solutions to health, Nutritional water, 
sanitation, housing, livelihood and other pertinent issues affecting the people of Moyale.
The sub county administrator of Moyale should not be affiliated to any of the warring 
communities to eliminate perception of impartiality sub county businesses. 
All the humanitarian operations from the organisations,Central Government,and County 
Government   has to  be well coordinated.
 

ANNEX A: List of Assessment Team Members
No. Name Organisation Title Phone No.
1 Golicha Sora County Government Minister, Trade, Industry and 

enterprise Development
0722-3780
24

2. Hawo Abdullahi County Government Minister,  Administration, 
Coordination and ICT 

0721-6468
28

3. Issacko Mamo County Government Minister, Water, Environment 
and natural Resources

0720-3367
76

4. Bonaya J. 
Stephen

Kenya Red Cross Branch Coordinator-Moyale Sub 
County

0726-2681
50

5. Nyakenyanya 
Dickson

Kenya Red Cross Water and Sanitation Engineer/
Officer-Moyale

0721-6257
98

7. Dr. Khaliu Bill Moyale sub-county Hosp Medical Doctor 0720-3107
57

8. Elijah Chiwe World Vision Kenya Marsabit County Coordinator 0720-3957
17

9. Dida Ali Ibrahim Strategy for Northern 
Development (SND)

Programme Executive Director 0720-6793
68

11. E. Bule Mio National Drought 
Management Authority 
(NDMA)

Peace Monitor 0723-2792
75

12. Martin Kumbe CONCERN Marsabit County Coordinator-
Concern

0720-4410
57

13. Jacob Alemu World Vision Kenya Manager-World Vision Moyale 0721-6158
34



14. Dominic Riungu Concern Programme Manager-Nutrition 0720-9244
75

15. Dima Bonaya Care Kenya Care Wash 0711-4094
58

16. Denge Tulu International Committee of 
Red Cross (ICRC)

Field Officer 0712-0959
22

17. Tache Elema 
Duba

PACIDA Humanitarian  Officer 072030712
4


 

ANNEX B: Assessment Photos 

Photo 1: Assessment team collects data at Nana

Photo 2: One of the classrooms used by IDPs



Photo 3: Assessment visit at Ogomdi (NEP)

Photo 4: Team in Bute collecting data

Photo 5: Internally displaced people at Ogomdi pri. Sch.



Photo 6: A Bute elder addresses assessment team

Photo 7: Interviews being carried on at Kinisa



Photo 8: Assessing damage at World Vision Kenya offices at Goromuda

Photo 9: Team observes burnt property at Butiye

Photo 10: Interviews underway at Heilu

Photo 11: Dr. Bill wonders as he observes the trail of destruction left behind by the conflict



Photo 12: Team interacting with community at Manyatta

Photo 13: IDPs living with animals in makeshift structures



Photo 14: Everything in ashes in one the burnt houses ate Watiti

Photo 15: Team inspects tank hit by bullet at Watiti

Photo 16: Burnt business premise at Butiye



Photo 17: Assessment team makes meets people at Watiti

Photo 18: Vehicles on the transect walk action


