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Widespread poor rainfall and late start of the
season delay planting in much of the region
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Would likely be at least one phase worse without current or programmed humanitarian
assistance

 Not mapped

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC protocols
but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food security partners. FEWS NET
only maps the Eastern half of DRC.
FEWS NET Remote Monitoring countries use a colored outline to represent the highest IPC
classification in areas of concern.

December 2021

Key Messages: 
Overall, there is concern for the 2021/22 season as rainfall through mid-December has been
significantly below average across Madagascar, Malawi, central and northern Mozambique, and
northwestern Zimbabwe. Across these areas, drought conditions are ongoing to start the
season. Land preparation activities are delayed, and planting has yet to begin across many
areas as of November. 

Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are ongoing across rainfall deficit areas and areas of northern
Mozambique and eastern DRC impacted by continued conflict. Humanitarian assistance in
southern Madagascar and Cabo Delgado province in northern Mozambique is improving
household food consumption, where Stressed! (IPC Phase 2!) and Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!)
outcomes are ongoing, respectively.  

Conflict remains a major driver of food insecurity in the eastern provinces of DRC and Cabo
Delgado province of Mozambique. In Cabo Delgado and DRC, the ongoing insecurity is
hampering the start of the current agricultural season and restricted livelihood activities. Affected
populations were less able to access their fields, access markets, and seek seasonal work. In
these conflict-affected areas of Mozambique and DRC, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are
expected to persist.

Although regional maize stock levels remain above average, monthly prices were rising
seasonally and were above average due to an uptick in domestic inflation and weak domestic
currencies. Import-dependent states experienced elevated maize prices because of strong
international demand. Local rice prices also increased seasonally as the lean season progressed
but imported rice prices remained stable. Increased staple food prices reduced household
purchasing power, hampering food access for poor rural and urban households. 

Region Contact Information: 
Email: southernafrica@fews.net

https://fews.net/southern-africa/key-message-update/december-2021
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