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Focused COVID-19 and Health Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             
- Sharpening health response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

  

      Date: 12 August 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• Government has approved the temporary posting of 628 health workers in Bagmati province to resume health services 

effectively and regularly. 

• Ministry of Health and Population has decided to change a post’s name from the ‘Chief Expert’ to ‘Additional Secretary’ 

in the Ministry of Health.  

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

• COVID-19 cases in Nepal are increasing with 815 new cases. There are 5,869 active cases at present and 476 have 
recovered in last 24 hours. 
  

• Shahid Gangalal National Heart Center has increased its treatment fees by 233%, including tickets for the OPD service. 
 

• Dengue infection have increased in Rupandehi and Butwal; campaigns have been conducted for the control and 
prevention of dengue fever. 
 

• China has closed Rasuwagadhi-Kerung and Tatopani crossings of Nepal due to the spread of the COVID-19 in Tibet. 
 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 11th August reported 815 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,138,445. The country has reported 5 COVID-19 related deaths in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,411 PCR and 2,123 antigen tests, 465 and 350 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,869 active cases and 476 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,677 in home isolation, 

192 in institutional isolation, with 60 in ICU and 8 under ventilator for treatment.1,2,3,4,6,7,8 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

Laxman Das, a 45-year-old prisoner of Biratnagar, who was admitted for treatment at the COVID-19 treatment center of 
Koshi Hospital in Biratnagar have escaped. He escaped on Wednesday night, around 10pm on the pretext of going to the 
toilet.1  
 

After the spread of the COVID-19 in Tibet, China has closed Rasuwagadhi-Kerung border and Tatopani border, the main 
crossing points in the northern region of Nepal, since Thursday. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Narayan Khadka, 
informed that the Tatopani, Rasuwagadhi-Kerung, and Hilsa crossings will be fully operational once the epidemic in Tibet 
comes under control.2 

 

Government has approved the temporary posting of 628 health workers in Bagmati province to resume health services 
effectively and regularly. According to the Ministry of Health and Population, the approved posts are for medical officers, 
nurses, pharmacy officers, lab technician, and drivers. 3 
 

Dengue infection have been increasing in Rupandehi. According to Inspector Kadar Nath Shah, everyone's activeness is 
necessary for control and prevention suggesting that the campaign to destroy the larvae is suitable for the prevention of 
dengue fever. Similarly, with an increase of dengue infection in Butwal, orientation program related to dengue disease 
control and prevention have been conducted in Butwal on Wednesday. Khelraj Pandey, Head of the Butwal Sub-Metropolitan 
City, informed that an awareness campaign for dengue control has been started in all wards of the city.3 
 

The Ministry of Health and Population has formed a 5-membered task force under the chairmanship of the state minister for 
Health, Hira Chandra KC, to solve problems regarding the health insurance on Thursday.3 
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Health Minister Bhawani Prasad Khapung informed about the change in the name of a post (12th level) in the Ministry of 
Health and Population on Thursday. It was decided to change the post’s name from the ‘Chief Expert’ to ‘Additional 
Secretary’. With this, there will now be 4 Additional Secretaries in the Ministry of Health.3 
 

Angered by the government’s failure to fulfil their demands to complete the structures for waste management and to form a 
technical committee to study environmental impact, locals of Sisdol and Bancharedanda, the landfill sites, have threatened to 
obstruct dumping of garbage from August 17. At present, not even 100 garbage trucks are dumping solid waste at two sites, 
normally around 200 trucks of garbage from Kathmandu valley were dumped every day.4 
 

Shahid Gangalal National Heart Center, which has been providing relatively affordable and quality specialist services, has 
increased its treatment fee by 233%, including the tickets for OPD service. Now the hospital is beyond the reach of the poor 
citizens. It is necessary for the hospital management and the government to find a solution to this.5 
 

30-year-old Vinod Nepali of Isma Rural Municipality, Gulmi, could not get treatment for brain hemorrhage due to insufficient 
money. He was referred to Palpa from Gulmi Hospital for further treatment, but came back without any treatment on 
Thursday. According to the chief doctor of Gulmi Hospital, Uttam Pachya, patient's health is becoming serious, family do not 
have money for his treatment and it is not possible to treat him at Gulmi Hospital.6 
 

The article is about kidney stone and its prevention according to Dr. Sunil Shrestha, Senior Consultant and Urologist. He 
says, among several reasons for kidney stone, lack of water in the body is the main one. Our water contains calcium and 
minerals, which is more likely to cause stones and is the root cause of kidney failure. To prevent, Dr. Sunil suggests not to 
hold back urine, drink three to five glasses of water a day, and consume a balanced diet.6 
 

For the past three years, Bajura District Hospital did not have a permanent doctor, the entire hospital has been running 
through doctors coming for contract service after completing their MBBS study. According to the Office Chief, Dr. Milan 
Kumar Joshi, among 2 doctors and 18 permanent staff quotas in the district hospital, only 7 of them are working. Even 
patients who come for small injuries and health problem are referred due to the lack of manpower at the hospital.8 
 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 11th August reported 815 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,138,445. The country has reported 5 COVID-19 related deaths in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,411 PCR and 2,123 antigen tests, 465 and 350 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 



 

5 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,869 active cases and 476 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,677 in home isolation, 

192 in institutional isolation, with 60 in ICU and 8 under ventilator for treatment.1,2,3,4,6,7,8 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 
 

Government has approved the temporary posting of 628 health workers in Bagmati province to resume health services 
effectively and regularly. According to the Ministry of Health and Population, the approved posts are for medical officers, 
nurses, pharmacy officers, lab technician, and drivers. 3 

 

The Ministry of Health and Population has formed a 5-membered task force under the chairmanship of the state minister for 
Health, Hira Chandra KC, to solve problems regarding the health insurance on Thursday.3 
 

Health Minister Bhawani Prasad Khapung informed about the change in the name of a post (12th level) in the Ministry of 
Health and Population on Thursday. It was decided to change the post’s name from the ‘Chief Expert’ to ‘Additional 
Secretary’. With this, there will now be 4 Additional Secretaries in the Ministry of Health.3 
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Another virus named 'Langya Henipavirus' (LayV) has spread in Henan and Shandong Provinces of China since last week 
with 35 cases so far. According to scientists, it is a zoonotic virus and symptoms like fever, cough, and fatigue have been 
observed in those infected with the virus. 1 
 

With an increase in COVID-19 infection, the Delhi government of India has made it mandatory to wear face masks in all 
public places, fine of rupees 500 for those who disobey. Exception applies to people traveling together in private four-
wheelers.2,4 
 

According to the Ministry of Health of Japan, 250,403 new COVID-19 cases were detected in Japan only on Wednesday, 
highest number of infected people since 3rd of August, the country had reported 249,830 cases.2 
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The number of monkeypox patients in Canada is increasing daily with 1,008 infections so far. According to Canada's Public 
Health Agency, there have been 497 confirmed cases of monkeypox in Ontario so far, 425 in Quebec, 85 in British 
Columbia, and 16 in Alberta.2,3 

 

16,299 new COVID-19 infections have been reported in India in the last 24 hours reaching the national tally to 44,206,996. 
Currently, there are 125,076 active cases in the country with 53 deaths in the past 24 hours.3 
 

A recent study conducted by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention of the United States on 5th August, 99% of those 
infected with monkeypox in the US are male and the infection was also found to be transmitted from male to male. The 
research was conducted from May 17 to July 22 on the virus found in the United States.3 
 

 

 1Onlinekhabar 
2 Nepalkhabar 
3 Swasthyakhabar 
4The Himalayan Times 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nayapatrika 
7Annapurna Post 
8Nagarik 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 

gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 12AUGMM_031 
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