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Situation Update 

 The harsh El Niño induced drought that hit Mozambique 

resulted in the deterioration of food security conditions in 

the country and is expected to affect crops planted in late 

January 2016. 

 Immediate assistance has been provided to the most 

vulnerable populations since late 2015.  

 Results of an  assessment carried out by the Technical 

Secretariat for Food Security and Nutrition (SETSAN) last 

March show that at least 1,5 million people are affected 

by the drought in central (Zambezia, Manica, Sofala and 

Tete) and southern (Gaza, Inhambane and Maputo) 

provinces of the country. 

 Staple food prices have increased by 100% and few 

households still have cereal reserves for consumption.  

 Between November 2015 and March 2016, there was a 

sharp reduction in the quality of the diet. 

 In view of this alarming situation, and under the overall 

coordination of the government, humanitarian actors in 

the country plan to provide assistance to the affected 

population until the next harvest in early 2017. 

 The Humanitarian Country Team has prepared a Strategic 

Response Plan in order to address the increased needs 

reported by the government in April.  

 The Government of Mozambique activated on 12 April a 

90 day red alert and committed to allocate approximately 

USD 6.7 million from its contingency plan to the drought 

emergency response.  

 The Government also reiterated its request to partners to 

immediately support the provision of assistance to the 

affected population.    

 SETSAN will conduct a new food security and nutrition 

assessment in June and results are expected in late July 

2016.  

Effects of the drought in Massingir, Gaza    

province. 

Map goes here; add 

response map 

showing the response 

locations, if available. 

Drought in Numbers 
 

1.5 million people acutely food insecure 
and in need of immediate assistance 

6 of 11 provinces affected by the drought 

Resources available will allow WFP to reach 

263,000 people from June until August 2016  

Funding Update  
 

Humanitarian Country Team Strategic 
Response Plan  

USD190.5 million  

 

> Food Security Cluster  

Food assistance  

USD 150 million  

> Nutrition Cluster  

USD 8,3 million  

 

WFP Drought Response Plan  

USD 96 million (12 months) 

* Not yet incorporated in PRRO 200355  

Highlights 
 A 90 day red alert was declared by the Government 

on 12 April as a result of the severe drought. 

 At least 1.5 million people are acutely food insecure 
and in need of assistance in southern and central 
areas of the country. 

 Education authorities are already reporting an 

alarming surge of drop out in most drought affected 
areas. 
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WFP Response 

 

 

 From December 2015 to May 2016 WFP supported 

approximately 53,150 people through Food 

Assistance for Assets (FFA) activities in Gaza 

province (Chicualacuala, Guja, Chigubo, 

Massangena and Massingir districts), Sofala 

province (Machanga district) and Tete province 

(Mutarara district).  

 In coordination with the government and other 

humanitarian partners WFP is scaling up its 

response to the drought. Resources currently 

available will allow WFP to reach 263,000 people 

through FFA/GFD activities from June until August.  

 Considering the significantly increased needs and 

the capacity of other local partners, WFP plans to 

further scale up its Food Assistance for Assets 

(FFA) and General Food Distribution (GFD) 

operations to reach 700,000 people in the most 

affected provinces and districts and meet their 

basic food needs over the next 12 months. 

 Upon request of the Ministry of Education and 

Human Development, WFP will start emergency 

school feeding to prevent children from dropping 

out of school due to the drought. This will cover 

100,000 drought-affected children in Gaza and 

Inhambane provinces.  

 WFP is also about to start the treatment of 

moderate acute malnutrition for children under 

five years of age and pregnant and lactating 

women in the districts with highest Global Acute 

Malnutrition (GAM) rates. This will be implemented 

in close cooperation with UNICEF and other 

partners through the national health system 

aiming at strengthening local capacities. Through 

this nutritional component WFP plans to provide 

treatment to 44,000 malnourished children and 

pregnant and lactating women over the next 12 

months.  

 WFP Mozambique is also looking into the 

possibility of incorporating cash based transfers to 

its emergency response. A market assessment is 

ongoing and is expected to be finalised by July in 

order to determine if cash based transfers are 

feasible and cost efficient in Mozambique.  

Food Assistance  

Through Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) WFP 

assists food-insecure households while at the same 

time producing results that are of benefit to 

individuals and the community. FFA beneficiaries 

participate in the implementation of activities 

related to the creation or rehabilitation of 

community assets in order to reduce the impact of  

shocks such as the current drought. Activities in 

Mozambique include the construction and 

rehabilitation of dams, small water supply systems, 

drought tolerant seed multiplication (sweet potato 

and cassava), multiplication of pineapple trees, 

cashew trees and other fruit trees, rehabilitation 

and maintenance of access roads, among others.  

 Security/ Logistics 

Although ongoing unrest in the country led to 

attacks against trucks and vehicles using main 

highways, especially in the northern and central 

parts of the country, WFP has not experienced any 

access issues.  
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53% 47% 

 People assisted   

WFP will scale up operations aiming to reach the most 
vulnerable 700,000 people in Maputo, Gaza, Manica, 
Inhambane, Sofala e Tete. 

 
Water reservoir built through Food for Assets  
activities in Chigubo, Gaza province. 
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WFP Drought Response Plan  

Type of assistance  
Total  

Requirements  
(in USD)  

Total  
Received  
(in USD)  

Beneficiaries 

Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) 

12 months (Apr 2016 - Mar 2017) 
76.5 million 600,000 

9.4 million 

General Food Distributions (GFD) 

12 months (Apr 2016 - Mar 2017) 
12.7 million 100,000 

Emergency School Feeding (ESF) 

7 months (Jun 2016 - Nov 2016) 
3.5 million 2.9 million 100,000 

Nutrition  

12 months (May 2016 - April 2017) 
3.1million 0.4 million 44,000 

WFP Nutrition intervention 

 

In close coordination with the Nutrition Cluster, WFP 

will procure and deliver specialized nutritious food sup-

plements to health centres. The distribution of these 

products will be implemented by the local government 

health facilities in collaboration with partners. WFP’s 

Monitoring & Evaluation system will include both pro-

cess and treatment performance indicators and will lev-

erage the existing health system.  

 

Clusters 

 

Food Security Cluster  

Co-led by WFP and FAO the cluster works in close 

coordination with the National Institute for Disaster 

Management (INGC). The cluster is currently plan-

ning to provide assistance to 1.5 million drought af-

fected people estimated by the Government to be 

acutely food insecure and in need of assistance. The 

cluster is also engaging with government counter-

parts to ensure that the drought response is well in-

tegrated to national social protection programmes.  

          

 

Nutrition Cluster  

Based on SETSAN’s food security assessment the 

Nutrition cluster estimates that 191,656 children are 

expected to be malnourished over the course of the 

next 12 months in 6 regions affected by the drought. 

The cluster is also anticipating further degradation of 

the nutrition situation in the coming months.  

Partnerships 

In order to adequately implement the drought 

response WFP is currently partnering with the 

government (at central and district level), other 

UN agencies, as well as with national and interna-

tional NGOs such as Conselho Cristão de 

Moçambique and the Lutheran World Federation 

(LWF). 

Resourcing Update  

Contributions confirmed by WFP so far amount to 

approximately USD 13 million. WFP is grateful for 

the generous support received from partners such 

as UN CERF, USAID, Sweden, Yum Brands, Michael 

Kors and FEED. 

WFP Mozambique currently requires USD 83 mil-

lion to guarantee much needed humanitarian as-

sistance to the most vulnerable population for the 

next 12 months. 

 

Contact 

Samanta Possi—Samanta.Possi@wfp.org  

Effects of the drought in Massingir, Gaza province. 
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Legend for MODALITIES 

www.wfp.org/countries/mozambique 

 

Drought Response Timeline 

Planned beneficiaries included in the below timeline were determined based on levels of food insecu-
rity endorsed by the Government of Mozambique. The overall plan also takes into consideration the 
capacity of the government and other humanitarian actors to support the response to the drought, as 
well as WFP’s comparative advantages on the ground. Priority provinces, districts and populations 
were identified by WFP taking into account the food security assessment carried out by SETSAN,  the 
analysis on food insecurity made available by the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS 
NET), activities of other Food Security Cluster partners as well as consultations with government 
counterparts. 
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263,000 3 provinces 

Gaza, Sofala and Tete  

4 provinces  

Gaza, Sofala, Tete and 

Maputo 

  

 100,000  

children   

            

            44,000  

children and  

pregnant and  

lactating  

              woman   

 

700,000  

people 

600,000              

6 provinces  

Maputo, Gaza, Sofala, Inhambane, 

Manica and Tete  

600,000 

100,000 

2 provinces 

Gaza and Inhambane  

100,000  

6 provinces  

Maputo, Gaza, Sofala, 

Inhambane, Manica and 

Tete  

44,000  

 

29 Mar 

New food security and  

nutrition assessment 

  

Red alert declared  

Food security and nutrition 

assessmentn 

 

12 Apr 


