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The enhanced rainfall received in some parts of Kenya will

boost crop production and offset some food stresses.Impact of

rains on food security indicates a slight improvement. Full

recovery from the 2009 drought, influenced by four consecutive

deficient rain seasons, is expected to take long especially in

Turkana and Marsabit and parts of Samburu, Baringo and West

Pokot. The long dry spell in November 2009 raised concerns

about the recovery from the drought, despite flooding in Kenya

in late December 2009/early January 2010. (Source: Fews Net)

REFUGEES

URBAN VULNERABLE

Chronic poverty, food price hikes, climate change induced

migration, unemployment, HIV/AIDS pandemic leave millions of

Kenyans in urban poor settlements living on the brink of disaster.

Most live on less than $1 or 50 cents a day.

IDPs
The Ministry of State for Special Programmes (MoSSP)

announced that it has now acquired 3, 422 out of the required

17 000 acres for IDPs resettlement. So far 502 families have

been resettled at Giwa Farm in Rongai district on 1171 acres of

land. In November 2009, the GoK reported that 7230

families (estimated 35 000 persons) remained in 30 transit sites

in the Rift Valley provinces. Some 12 000 people are displaced

to nine camps after their eviction from the Mau Forest where

they settled illegally. (Source UNHCR, MoSSP, KRCS)

In Kenya, climate change has made drought 

and floods much more frequent and 

humanitarian consequences are worsening. 

High prices for food, water and other 

commodities add to poor harvests to restrict 

both the availability of food and access to it 

by vulnerable households. Populations that 

are most affected are not only in the 

pastoral areas but now include agro-

pastoralists and marginal farmers, IDPs and 

urban slum dwellers; more than 300,000 

live in overcrowded refugee camps.

FOOD SECURITY

The GoK and WFP have targeted 3.8 million people for food assistance

through the PRRO general food distribution.  In 2009, food security for

urban poor populations deteriorated due to multiplicity of factors.

More than 2.5 million people in slums (informal settlements) are food

insecure. Beneficiary figures will be adjusted after the Short Rains

Assessment planned for February 2010. Food security continues to

be influenced by converging dynamics including high food prices,

government incentives on imports of cereals, limited access to basic

foods, and combined effects of drought and floods on livestock.
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Cholera, Malaria and Rift Valley Fever are a concern in the aftermath of

massive flooding. The Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation and WHO

have increased their disease surveillance in districts affected by floods.

A window period of 4-8 weeks is expected for Malaria, Rift Valley Fever

and even Cholera to start manifesting. Nationwide, there are 11 769 cases of Cholera

with 274 deaths (CFR of 2.3%) reported by between January and December

2009.  A total of 50 districts have been affected across Kenya.  By 14th Jan 10,

seven districts reported 123 new cases. (Source DPHS, WHO) 

WASH
The Oct-Dec rains have cushioned water stresses from

the 2009 drought.  Recharge of water pans and dams has

already been noted and the hydro-electric dams along

the Tana River, previously at precariously low levels are

filled nearly to capacity. Flooding in northern, central

and western provinces in December 2009 led to

contamination of water sources. Toilets were submerged

in flood waters. The lack of portable drinking water was also

a concern for the spreading of waterborne diseases.

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

Heavy rains received in the Oct-Dec 2009 season may positively

influence crop production in parts of Kenya. The Ukambani area is

expecting a bumper maize harvest. The impact of the rains will be

assessed in late February 2010. Pasture for livestock has regenerated

and water sources recharged.The rains have had beneficial impact

on vegetation.The rains have however caused loss of livestock with

an estimated 6000 livestock lost in Dec/early Jan 2010 rains. FAO has

recommended restocking with poultry considerations.

(Source: FAO, KRCS)
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Children affected by malnutrition in areas hard-hit by drought in

2009 steadily rose between January and December 2009. There

has been a four-fold increase in admissions of severely

malnourished children to the feeding programmes in December

2009 compared to January 2009. The four-month blanket

supplementary feeding in Turkana,  Mandera,  Wajir,  Samburu, 

Marsabit is aimed to address  the  immediate nutrition  needs.

(Source: UNICEF)
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Kenya hosts an estimated 374, 165 refugees of which 266,619

persons are in Dadaab, according to UNHCR. Kakuma now

hosts 62,123 refugees. Dadaab continues to experience a

continuous influx of new arrivals from Somalia. More than

61,000 new arrivals were registered in 2009 with more than

55,000 from Somalia. The overall population in Dadaab

currently stands at 266,779 persons as of 04 January 2010.

(Source: UNHCR)

Floods in late December 2009/early January 2010 affected an

estimated 30 000 people, according to the Kenya Red Cross

Society. Flood waters are reportedly receding and most families

have been able to return back home. In Turkana East, the worst

affected area, needs for shelter, water and sanitation, and

repairs to infrastructure remain high. Preparedness efforts

conducted at national and field level in September/October, by

the GoK and its partners, mitigated the risks associated with

flooding.The response has been more efficient and less costly as

a result. 
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Total Requirement 2009: 

Total Funded 2009: USD 413,363,200

Total Underfunded 2009: USD 167,178,090

No. of IDP Camps &

Groups

 Consolidated Appeal: Kenya Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan 2009

as of 18-January-2010. http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
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