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Driven by prolonged crises, conflict, and violence, forced 
displacement continues in the Americas, including in 
countries under the Multi-Country Office (MCO) in 
Panama. Venezuelans continue to seek better 
opportunities, family reunification, and safety in 
neighbouring countries, including Aruba (despite the 
lengthy border closure), Curacao and Guyana. Persons in 
mixed movements transiting northward by land through 
Central America remain at risk of detention, deportation, 
trafficking, and Gender-based Violence (GBV). In addition, 
with the arrival of the rainy season, increasing the safety 
risks in the crossing, new routes are now being used. In 
April, around 300 persons per day crossed the Darien Gap 
(at the border between Colombia and Panama) in search 
for safety and stability. In the first quarter of 2022, the total 
number of persons crossing increased by 66% in 
comparison with the same period in 2021. Venezuelans 
continue to be the main nationality in mixed movements 
who have crossed the Darien Gap – 36% of the total 
number of people crossing as of end of April 2022 – 
compared to 2% in 2021. 

Governments in Cuba and Nicaragua continue to be 
scrutinized for the lack of fundamental guarantees in 
judicial processes against opposition members and other 
human rights violations. The Nicaraguan Independent 
Journalists and Communicators movement (PCIN) 
registered 175 attacks on freedom of the press and 
freedom of expression in the country during the first quarter 
of 2022. Furthermore, the government of Nicaragua 
informed, through its Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 
decision to expel the Organization of American States 
(OAS) from the country. This decision marks the 
culmination of a relationship marked by tension after the 
regime announced its resignation from the OAS in 
November of 2021, although that process – which usually 
lasts two years – had not yet officially ended. In Cuba, in its 
annual report on human rights and democracy, the 
European Union reported that the human rights situation 
has deteriorated in the last year, amid the economic crisis 
that led to the adoption of the so-called Tarea de 
Ordenamiento.  

Amid of an increase in COVID-19 cases and deaths in the 
region, the socioeconomic impact of the pandemic lingers 
and continues to pose challenges and heighten 
vulnerabilities of displaced persons in countries under 
MCO Panama.  

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, the irregular status, lack of documentation, 
and other risk factors have severely restricted access for 
persons of concern to livelihoods, education, and basic 
needs, including specialized healthcare. Struggling to 
make ends meet, many have engaged in informal 
economic activities, which often lead to abuse and 
exploitation, as well as detention and deportation. 
However, a step forward in terms of protection has been 
made in Trinidad and Tobago where Venezuelans, who 
registered for the amnesty promoted by the Government in 
2019, have been granted an extension of the stay – and 
working rights – until 31 December 2022.  

  

1 Financial requirements for the Panama MCO in 2022 including requirements for 

the operations and activities in Panama, Belize, Cuba, Nicaragua, Guyana, 
Aruba, Curaçao, Trinidad and Tobago, and Suriname. 
2 The percentage funded is indicative. 

Regional funding Overview  
as of 5 May 2022  

$54.3 million 
UNHCR's financial 

requirements 20221 

https://efectococuyo.com/venezuela-migrante/aruba-interceptan-11-venezolanos-intentaban-entrar-isla-2mar/
https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/aruba-extiende-cierre-frontera-venezuela-por-tres-meses-mas/
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/mas-de-100-migrantes-venezolanos-llegaron-a-guyana-buscando-atencion-medica/
https://cronicasdelcaribe.com/migracion/madre-venezolana-cumple-un-mes-presa-y-separada-de-su-bebe-de-2-anos-por-caso-de-migracion-ilegal-en-curazao/
https://www.cibercuba.com/noticias/2022-03-22-u1-e207888-s27061-captan-momento-mujeres-cubanas-cruzan-rio-bravo-hacia-estados?traffic_source=Connatix
https://diariodecuba.com/cuba/1647612691_38184.html
https://efectococuyo.com/internacionales/violencia-sexual-sistematica-mujeres-que-cruzan-el-darien/
https://www.prensa.com/impresa/panorama/aumenta-flujo-migratorio-de-venezolanos-por-ruta-de-darien/
https://www.prensa.com/impresa/panorama/aumenta-flujo-migratorio-de-venezolanos-por-ruta-de-darien/
https://www.prensa.com/impresa/panorama/aumenta-flujo-migratorio-de-venezolanos-por-ruta-de-darien/
https://www.paho.org/en/covid-19-weekly-updates-region-americas
https://newsday.co.tt/2022/03/08/venezuelans-get-one-year-work-permit-extension/
https://newsday.co.tt/2022/03/18/venezuelan-cancer-patient-appeals-for-help-for-surgery/
https://cronicasdelcaribe.com/economia/el-covid-y-la-migracion-alimentan-la-economia-informal-en-aruba/
https://cronicasdelcaribe.com/economia/el-covid-y-la-migracion-alimentan-la-economia-informal-en-aruba/
https://www.curacaochronicle.com/post/local/inspection-at-sandals-five-undocumented-construction-workers-taken/
http://news.gov.tt/sites/default/files/E-Gazette/Gazette%202022/Legal%20Notices/Legal%20Notice%20No.%2053%20of%202022.pdf
http://news.gov.tt/sites/default/files/E-Gazette/Gazette%202022/Legal%20Notices/Legal%20Notice%20No.%2053%20of%202022.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/panama-mco-funding-2022
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In 2022, UNHCR will continue to advocate for safe, regular, 
and orderly human mobility pathways to reduce the risk of 
loss of life, GBV, and other human rights abuses. MCO 
Panama requires USD 54.3M to continue to protect, 
assist, and secure solutions for refugees and asylum-
seekers in the subregion. 

 

 

See more here on how you can support UNHCR and the 
forcibly displaced in the sub-region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

▪ In Suriname, UNHCR carried out an informative session on its mandate, international refugee protection and 
information on the challenges faced by refugees and asylum seekers in the country. The session was provided to the 
Committee for refugees and asylum (established by the Ministry of Justice and Police) and included representatives 
of the Ministry of Justice and Police, Ministry of Labour, Ministry of Health, and the National State Security. 

▪ In Panama, UNHCR continues to strengthen its relationship with the Ombudsperson’s Office, aiming at reinforcing 
the access to protection and durable solutions for refugees and asylum seekers in the country.  

▪ UNHCR delivered a training session on international protection and refugee status determination to approximately 16 
persons part of the Refugee Eligibility Commission in Belize. Furthermore, UNHCR partner Human Rights Commission 
Belize (HRCB) assisted 697 persons with the Amnesty application form. The majority were attended through a mobile 
service hub in Cayo District. HRCB also provided legal assistance to nine individuals from Cuba in detention.  

▪ In Aruba and Curaçao, UNHCR provided information and counselling to 33 persons on legal inquiries, humanitarian 
assistance, and resettlement. In addition, 264 persons visited the UNHCR Help pages.  

▪ In Guyana, UNHCR counselled over 390 persons on access to services and legal procedures, 91 of whom were 
accompanied to government services, while 35 were supported in obtaining stay permits and extensions. UNHCR also 
provided assistance to eight women survivors of GBV. Furthermore, 27 Venezuelan and 34 Guyanese were supported 
with community-based initiatives. UNHCR also processed an asylum application for a family of five persons from 
Afghanistan. 

▪ In Panama, UNHCR through partner Norwegian Refugee Council provided legal advice to nine persons with protection 
needs to access the asylum procedure. In addition, 83 persons were supported with documentation processes. 

 

▪ In Belize, UNHCR through the NGO Help for Progress delivered cash assistance for basic needs, documents, 
psychosocial support, and medical needs to 46 individuals. 

▪ In Guyana, UNHCR distributed food hampers to more than 130 individuals, shelter items to 20 individuals and 43 
hygiene kits. Through partner HIAS, 14 Venezuelan households and three non-Venezuelan households received CBI 
as well. In Region 1, 131 children were supported with community-based English as a Second Language (ESL) 

Protection (including community-based protection and gender-based violence) 

UNHCR’s Response:  
Updates on Country Activities 

32 Venezuelans completed the 
basic Papiamento course in 
Curacao. Learning the local 
language fosters peaceful 
coexistence, allowing refugees 
and migrants to integrate in 
their host community. 

Coordination and Strengthening of Local and National Governments 

Humanitarian Assistance and Cash-Based Interventions (CBI) 

https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/1883
https://twitter.com/UNHCRTT/status/1507034313250025478
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/ul/2022/3/6222cccc4/belize-unhcr-acknowledges-gob-for-efforts-to-protect-asylum-seekers-in.html
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classes. Furthermore, seven community volunteers were trained on methods for effective teaching, ESL lesson 
planning, and managing the community classes. 

▪ UNHCR in Trinidad and Tobago delivered 50 hygiene kits to La Casita (a community space supporting case 
management for vulnerable persons) to be distributed to survivors of gender-based violence taking part in the resilience 
and community-based activities held in the community’s facilities. 

▪ In Guyana, UNHCR’s partner Guyana Sex Work Coalition (GSWC) is working with the National AIDS Programme 
Secretariat (NAPS) to strengthen the health response for sex workers in Region 7. GSWC, in partnership with NAPS, 
will be expanding the distribution of condoms to sex workers in all areas. Despite the increasing numbers of distribution 
of condoms, consistent access to this form of protection remains a challenge.  
 

▪ In Belize, UNHCR through HUMANA delivered skills and livelihood courses to 51 participants and English classes to 
8 students (both adults and children). 

▪ In April, the first film screening of the UNHCR’s Cine Comunitario project took place in Panama with around 20 people 
attending the screening of the movie Belfast. The Cine Comunitario project aims to reach different communities and 
areas in the country through films on forced displacement in order to promote peaceful coexistence among 
communities. 

 

▪ In collaboration with partners Blossom Inc, HIAS, the Ministry of Health, and immigration officials, UNHCR provided 
humanitarian transportation from Region 1 to 3 cases involving GBV, child protection and access to health, and child 
protection to access essential services in Georgetown, Guyana.  

▪ In Trinidad and Tobago, UNHCR provided a training to six case workers working at La Casita on international 
protection and UNHCR’s mandate, as well as a session on resettlement to strengthen the case workers’ capacities to 
identify and refer cases for resettlement to UNHCR.  

  

Health 

Durable Solutions and Livelihoods 

Inter-Agency Coordination 
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Stories from the Field 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank our donors for their contributions 
updated to 29 March 2022 
UNHCR is grateful for the generous and timely support provided by donors to the Coronavirus Emergency Situation globally, and in Belize, Cuba, Panama, Nicaragua, 
and Southern Caribbean countries, as well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked funding. 

 

                    

 

Private Donors, including Private Donors Spain 

 

 

 

For more information | Philippa Candler, Representative at candler@unhcr.org | Viola Eleonora Bruttomesso, Associate Communications Officer at bruttome@unhcr.org     

For media interviews | panpamedia@unhcr.org      Follow us on Facebook | UNHCR Caribbean 

     

A dialogue in pictures between young refugees and  

Panamanian on climate change 

On World Earth Day, a group of 32 refugees and Panamanians, alongside UNHCR and Fundación Espacio Creativo (FEC) inaugurated “ALBA: 

de cara a la luz”, an exhibition of photographs on the youth's view of climate change. Young refugees and locals part of FEC’s programs Sandbox 

and Enlaces have been involved from the beginning to the end in this project, brainstorming on the concept, taking and select ing pictures, as 

well as setting up of the exhibition. 

 

The photographs were taken in Panama during a workshop given by the photographer Santiago Escobar between February and March 2022. 

The exhibition was designed and conceptualized in a curatorial table made up of five participants in the workshop, all from different countries: 

Colombia, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, and Venezuela. 

 

“Each photo seeks to convey a message of responsible hope, with a subjective vision of climate change where urban spaces coexist with flora, 

fauna and concrete. A clear need to take a breath, to access the green, to return to the theme of care. A glimpse in which the hope of preserving 

nature, its subtle and profound beauty, and the impact we have on it, arises” reads the curatorial text from Diana Rangel, a Venezuelan 

photographer and curator.  

 

mailto:candler@unhcr.org
mailto:bruttome@unhcr.org
mailto:panpamedia@unhcr.org
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRCaribbean

