
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Several weeks of heavy 

rainfall have displaced tens 

of thousands of people from 

their homes in Kenya 

 

 Despite crop damage, 

regional food security 

continues to improve 

 

 Refugees continue to cross 

borders, albeit in reduced 

numbers, due to protracted 

insecurity in Sudan, South 

Sudan, eastern DRC and 

Somalia 

 

 

 

FIGURES 

 

# of IDPs 4.4 
million 

# of refugees 1.6 
million 

Food insecure 13.6 
million 

 

 

Heavy rains cause flooding across region 
Several consecutive weeks of significantly heavy rainfall in eastern Africa has caused 
localized flooding, landslides, damage to infrastructure, and crop losses across the 
region. Of particular concern is current flooding in cropping areas across the Lake Victoria 
basin (Figure 1), south-western Somalia and south-eastern Ethiopia. In some areas, 
current rainfall is over 100 per cent more than the 1983 - 2011 average (Figure 2). While 
the rain in most areas is welcome for longer-term crop and food security prospects, 
localized flooding has displaced tens of thousands of people across the region in the 
short term, who are now in urgent need of shelter and access to clean water. 

 

 
Figure 1: Flooding in cropping areas (source: 
FEWS NET/USAID) 

 

 
 

In Kenya, at least 82,100 people have been affected by flooding so far, with 54 deaths 
recorded since the onset of the Short Rains season in March. Of these, some 63,000 
people remain internally displaced. The Government of Kenya, the Kenya Red Cross 
Society, and their humanitarian partners are implementing the Contingency Plan 
developed in advance and thus able to meet needs. The Government has pledged KES 
1.6 billion (US$19 million) for flood response and recovery, and international responders 
are providing secondary support to the Government, in line with the decision to phase out 
international humanitarian assistance in Kenya at the end of 2013. Meteorological 
predictions indicate a continuation of heavy rain until mid-May/early June. According to 
CARE, early assessments indicate that water sources have been contaminated and there 
are high risks of outbreaks of waterborne diseases, such as cholera and Rift Valley Fever 
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Houses submerged by floods (Kenya Red Cross) 

Figure 2: % of precipitation compared to 1983 - 2011 
average (source: ICPAC) 



Eastern Africa Humanitarian Bulletin #24 | 2 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

that would affect both people and livestock if adequate measures are not put in place 
soon. According to the IGAD Climate Prediction and Application Centre (ICPAC), the 
potential for locally torrential rainfall across Kenya and north-western Tanzania is 
expected to further saturate ground conditions and possibly lead to additional flooding 
during the upcoming outlook period.  

 

 
In Somalia, significantly heavy rainfall during the last two weeks has led to flooding, 
damaged crops, and the displacement of thousands of people along the Shabelle River. 
A slight reduction of rains is expected with average to locally above-average rainfall 
forecast over eastern Ethiopia and southern Somalia during the coming days. According 
to FAO and SWALIM, overall, despite flooding, the rains were well received by 
communities living in cropping areas. As of 22 April, further severe flooding is possible in 
Shabelle and moderate flooding is possible in Juba region (Figure 3). 

 
Figure 3 - source: SWALIM/FAO 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Kenya: Floods Update (as at 19 April 2013)
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Cumulatively, an estimated 82,100 people have been affected and 54 deaths recorded since the onset of the
rains in March, according to the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS). Of these, some 63,000 people remain
internally displaced.
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Meteorological predictions 

indicate a continuation of 

heavy rain in Kenya until 

mid-May/early June 

http://www.unocha.org/eastern-africa
http://reliefweb.int/map/angola/climate-prediction-center%E2%80%99s-africa-hazards-outlook-usaid-fews-net-april-18-%E2%80%93-april-24
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia%20Dekadal%20Rainfall%20Update%2011th%20Dekad%20of%25http:/reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia%20Dekadal%20Rainfall%20Update%2011th%20Dekad%20of%20April%202013%20Issued%20on%2022042013.pdf%202013%20Issued%20on%2022042013.pdf
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According to the Government of Rwanda, floods have affected at least 11,346 people 
since February, especially in three districts of Rubavu, Musanze and Nyabihu, along with 
several other marshland areas in the suburb areas of Kigali City. The Rwanda Red Cross 
Society has provided 600 farming families in the affected districts with non-food items, 
including blankets, mats, kitchen sets, soap and jerry cans. Some 16 public toilets have 
also been constructed in the district of Rubavu.  
 

Regional food security continues to improve 
despite crop damage 

Substantial improvements in household food security continue to be recorded across the 
region following average-to-above-average agricultural production in late 2012 and early 
2013 in Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, Rwanda, and Kenya.  
 
In Tanzania, food security is 
also expected to improve to 
Minimal (IPC Phase 1) in the 
central marginal areas, 
bimodal, and unimodal areas.  
 
In Rwanda, households in the 
Eastern Semi-Arid Agropas-
toral zone and the Eastern 
and Western Congo-Nile 
Highland Subsistence Farm-
ing livelihood zones in 
Rwanda will continue to be 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) while 
the rest of the country will face 
Minimal (IPC Phase 1) 
through June.  
 
In Uganda, the agropas-
toralists in Karamoja are 
expected to continue to face 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels 
of food insecurity due to the 
effects of last season's below-average harvests in August/September. However, the start 
of the rainy season in early April will create agricultural labour opportunities, increase milk 
production, and improve wild food availability.  
 
Several groups within Burundi, including returnees, IDPs, and poor households living in 
the Dépressions de l'Est and the Hauts Plateaux Humides livelihood zones will face Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) between now and the next harvest in late June due to poor December-to-
February Season A harvests in localized areas, crop diseases, and elevated food prices. 
 
As border tensions between Sudan and South Sudan ease, cattle herders in East 
Darfur, South Darfur, and South Kordofan in Sudan have been able to cross the border 
into South Sudan for seasonal grazing. This allowed access to grazing resources for a 
large number of livestock that had gathered since January in areas on the Sudanese side 
of the border where pasture and water availability were poor. Pumping of South Sudan's 
oil for export via port and processing facilities in Sudan started during the first week of 
April. Many of the border areas in both countries continue to face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
levels of food insecurity, despite the recent improvements. 

 

Despite recent 

improvements, many border 

areas in Sudan and South 

Sudan continue to face 

Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels 

of food insecurity 

http://www.unocha.org/eastern-africa
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/East%20Africa%20Food%20Security%20Outlook%20Update%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/East%20Africa%20Food%20Security%20Outlook%20Update%20April%202013.pdf
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Refugees cross borders at reduced levels 
Refugees continue to flee insecurity in parts of Sudan, South Sudan, eastern DRC and 
Somali over the last month, albeit at reduced levels, as regional insecurity has subsided. 
The majority of the displaced people in the region are of Sudanese and Somali origin. 

 

 

In Sudan, clashes in Darfur have displaced an estimated 40,000 people as a result of 
fighting between SAF and SLA-MM rebels in Muhajeria and Labado. Thousands of 
people have also fled westwards into Chad from Central Darfur as fighting between 
Salamat and Misseriya tribes continues in parts of Central and South Darfur.  

In South Sudan, worsening violence in Jonglei State has affected tens of thousands of 
civilians caught in clashes or fleeing from their homes in search of safety and assistance. 
As humanitarian workers have limited access to civilians outside of towns, the exact 
scope of displacement is currently unknown.  

Following the large number of Somali refugee arrivals in Ethiopia seen at the beginning 
of 2013, March saw a drop in new arrivals with 1,987 refugees registered during the 
month, down from 3,654 in January and 4,726 in February. At present, some 193,000 
refugees are hosted across five camps in the Dollo Ado area. Heavy rains over the past 
few weeks have led to damage of infrastructure and spoilage of refugee food stock in 
some of the Dollo Ado camps. In western Ethiopia, UNHCR and ARRA are focusing their 
efforts on relocating some 16,000 refugees from South Sudan living in host communities 
in Gambella’s Wanthowa woreda, to Pugnido camp. Reports indicate that more than 
2,000 additional people from Jonglei State of South Sudan arrived in the area since 20 
February. To the north, there was a surge in new refugee arrivals from Eritrea over the 
past weeks, with 1,480 refugees registered in March. The arrival rate in the area has long 
been relatively steady at between 800 to 1,000 new arrivals per month. UNHCR and 

Source: UNHCR 

UNHCR and ARRA are 

expediting the opening of a 

fourth camp in northern 

Ethiopia to accommodate 

new refugees from Eritrea 

should the elevated arrival 

trend continue 

http://www.unocha.org/eastern-africa
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/East%20Africa%20Food%20Security%20Outlook%20Update%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan_Humanitarian%20Snapshot_March%202013.pdf
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ARRA are expediting the opening of a fourth camp in the area to accommodate new 
refugees should this arrival trend continue. 

Congolese refugees continue to be displaced from eastern DRC, with the largest number 
residing in Uganda. Camps in Rwanda located in five sites in Gihembe, Kigeme, Kiziba, 
Nkamira and Nyabiheke, hosting approximately 43,000 Congolese refugees, are running 
out of space, a Government official has reported. In 2012, over 25,000 Congolese 
entered Rwanda from eastern DRC seeking refuge. In March, a new wave of Congolese 
refugees, including combatants fleeing recent fighting between two factions of M23 
rebels, were reported to have crossed into north-western Rwanda overnight.  

In Brief 
Enhanced efforts to building resilience of people living in northern Kenya 

A new consortium of six international and Kenyan NGOs are working to address needs 
for economic growth and resilience in five northern counties. The USAID-funded 
consortium is now embarking on a multi-faceted assistance programme estimated to 
benefit about 30,000 people in northern Kenya. The consortium will work in five northern 
counties of Kenya over the next five years through a programme combining research, 
governance, capacity building and private sector expansion. The five main result areas 
focus on assistance related to improved livelihoods, value chain addition, conflict 
management, drought management and nutrition. 

Ministerial meeting reviews timeline for solving Rwandan refugee situation 

African countries hosting large numbers of Rwandan refugees have reiterated their 
commitment to resolving the protracted Rwandan refugee situation in line with a 
Comprehensive Strategy that was announced by UNHCR in October 2009. At a 
Ministerial meeting in Pretoria, delegations from Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, the Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, South Africa, 
Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe reviewed progress in promoting the voluntary 
repatriation and reintegration of Rwandan refugees. Included in the discussion was 
extending the possibility of local integration or alternative legal status in the country of 
asylum, key components of the Comprehensive Strategy. The Strategy also provides for 
the cessation of refugee status for Rwandan refugees remaining in exile, and who fled 
their country before 31 December 1998. 

Key Reports 
Managing Disaster Risks for Resilient Development (World Bank) 

Mixed Migration in the Horn of Africa and Yemen (Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat) 

Real time analysis of African Political Violence (ACLED) 

 

http://www.unocha.org/eastern-africa
mailto:anjichi@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
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http://reliefweb.int/report/world/managing-disaster-risks-resilient-development
http://reliefweb.int/map/somalia/mixed-migration-horn-africa-and-yemen-march-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Conflict%20trends%20%28no.%2013%29%20Real-time%20analysis%20of%20African%20political%20violence%2C%20April%202013.pdf

