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SITUATION REPORT No. 1 
 
 
Country:            GUATEMALA 
Date:      October, 14, 2008  
Event:               Rains & floods 
 
1) Situation update 
 
Petén Floods: 
 
Due to the intensive rains of this season, during the months of July and 
September, major floods have taken place in rivers in the north region of 
Guatemala, in the province of Petén, next to the border of México, that caused 
ample floods, almost 6 kms wide, that are affecting some 20 communities of the 
municipalities of Sayaxché and La Libertad and along Río Salinas and Río La 
Pasión. 
 
Most of the expected crops were flooded and the products were lost.  On each 
season the pheasants sell about 90 % of their crops and keep around 10 % for 
their own use, but in this occasion the loose is total and they will not have the 
opportunity to keep anything.  
 
According to preliminary field evaluations, destroyed 95 percent of the crops 
which was ready for harvest.   Agriculture Vice-Minister Edgar Grisolía reported 
that heavy rains this month have caused the loss of 7,750 metric tones of maize 
and beans.  At the moment, some 1,500 families have been directly affected.  
Other crops that have been destroyed include rice, pumpkins and sesame 
seeds.  Most of the food reserves in the houses were washed away and lost. 
 
The affected communities were: 
 
In the municipality of SAYAXCHE: 

1. Río Salinas 

2. Santa Eléna 

3. Santo Domingo 

4. Caribe Salinas 

5. Las Delicias 

6. Roto Viejo 

7. Roto Nuevo 
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8. La Soledad 

9. Mollejón 

10. Pico de Oro 

11. Loveremos 

12. Zaragoza 

13. Mario Méndez 

14. El Puerquito. 

 

Affected communities in the municipality of LA LIBERTAD 

1. Pipiles o El Sacrificio 

2. Los Laureles Cooperativa 

3. Santa Rosito 

The above communities, integrated by 1,500 families, loosed their first crop, 
that was to be harvest up in June of this year, and the next one was the one 
that was to be picked up late September or this month, so in the long run, and 
even that they have around half hectare of land for each family, they are going 
to have food insecurity for the next two months until January, when the next 
crop is to be picked. 
 
According to Weekly Bulletin from the meteorological service of the National 
Institute of Seismology, Vulcanology, Meteorology and Hydrology- INSIVUMEH 
- issued today, rains continue in large part of the national territory, especially in 
the province of PETÉN and forecast rains until the end of this month. 
 
At the moment communities of Mollejón, La Delicia, Roto Viejo, Pico de Oro, 
have been receiving provisions by air because it is impossible to get there by 
land or water due to the interruption of roads and bridges. 
 
According to the expected increase of rains and floods, the Municipal 
Coordinator for Disaster Reduction - COMRED-, has declared Red Alert, at 
municipal  level in Sayaxché, and activated their Municipal Center of 
Operations, where liaisons officers from government, international cooperation, 
main NGOs and private enterprises, meet to coordinate evacuation of 
population in danger and relief operations. 
 
There are 9 shelters habilitated with a total of 230 persons (41 families) in the 

following places in the municipality of Sayaxché: 

Shelter                                                No. Families             No. Persons 

Centro de Atención Integral                              10                                50 

Escuela Rodríguez Macal                                 09                                75 

Escuela Barrio El Pescador                              04                                24 
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La bodega  (cerca del Pescador)                      06                               28 

Casa Parroquial                                                02                                02     

Escuela de Barrio la Unión                               01                          07 

Cuartos a un costado Iglesia El Calvario          03                                13 

Aldea La Felicidad                                            06                                 31 

               TOTALS   PETEN                              41                                230        

Aldea Legual, SAN MARCOS                          14                                118 

GRAN TOTAL                                                   55                                348 

           

Landslide in Legual, San Marcos: 
 
The inhabitants of the community of Legual, in San Miguel Ixtahuacán, province 
of San Marcos, left their houses due to fractures and cracks that appeared in 
their walls, that caused many inabilities making it impossible to live in. The 
cracks appeared too in the surrounding land dedicated to agricultural labor and 
the inhabitants are fearing that a landslide may occur.  
 
Today there are 25 families of Legual living in the local church that was 
habilitated as shelter. Monitors from SESAN, MAGA and WFP made an 
inspection and verified the situation.    
 
2) Implementation and operations update 
 
Petén Floods: 
 
Guatemala WFP Country Office immediately deployed a monitor to the field and 
in company of monitors from SESAN, MAGA, SOSEP, CONRED, and the 
Municipality of Sayaxché made and inspection and assessed the situation. 
 
NGOs IDA and FUNDACION LUTERANA, as well as SOSEP, the Municipality 
of Sayaxché, and Fundación Castillo Córdova, are providing food to the people 
en need. WFP is sending cermaz, pulbea and oil, to feed during 20 days, 230 
persons of 41 families that are being hosted in shelters. 
 
Transport of food in this occasion is being provided by MAGA. 
 
Due to crop looses WFP is evaluating the possibility to attend the 1,500 families 
from the above communities with PRRO 10444.0, even that the Department of 
Petén is outside the current PRRO geographical coverage. WFP needs 450 
Metric tons of products to attend this people during the next two months. 
 
Stocks used within the framework of this emergency need to be repaid in order 
for WFP to continue to provide assistance under its regular operations. 
 
WFP Staff is monitoring all reports that are being issued by the CONRED and is 
in permanent communication with counterparts.    
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WFP Logistics, Programme, Public Information, Resource Mobilizations, and 
Emergency Officers, supported by ICT Officer, are gathering information, taking 
decisions and implementing actions authorized by Country Office Director 
   
WFP Country Office telephones + (502) 2333-5928 / 2333-6206 / 2367-

1045 
Situation room extensions 2170 / 2172 and 2138 
Situation room electronic mail WFPEmergency.Guatemala@wfp.org 
WFP CO address in Guatemala 
City 

Edifício Edyma, 4o. nivel, 13 calle 8-44 
zona 10 

 
WFP continues to participate in all meetings of the UNCT, UNSMT, UNDMT, 
UN Emergency Focal Points Technical Group. 
 
Landslide in Legual, San Marcos: 
 
WFP immediately sent rations for 20 days to the 14 families living in the church 
that is being used as shelter. 
 
2.1 Food Distributions and monitoring 
 
Petén Floods: 
 
WFP CO Monitors were deployed to the field in the affected area, in order to 
gather information about the current food security situation of the affected 
population, humanitarian conditions of shelters, and infrastructure and road 
access in the affected provinces.  
 
2.2 Food Pipeline 
 
As of 13 October, WFP will provide the government with a total of 2.783 metric 
tones (mt) of food, which is enough to feed nearly 41 families for at least 20 
days in Petén and 14  families in Legual, San Marcos for at least 20 days. 
 
2.3 Other Issues: 
 

•  N/A 
 
3) Logistics 
 
Food  to Legual, San Marcos, will be provided by WFP from warehouse of  
Quetzaltenango and the transport will be provided by MAGA. 
 
Food to Petén will be provided by WFP from warehouse of Los Amates, Izabal, 
and MAGA will provide the transport to the province of Petén. 
 
Arrangements to distribute food by air will be made in case of need. 
 
3) Resourcing Update 



 

Página 5 de 5 

 
Guatemala CO is seriously concerned for the wellbeing of the affected families 
for the next months, since the affected families will not be able to harvest crops 
until next January. Preliminary evaluation indicates that WFP Guatemala 
requires a total of 450 MT of food equivalent to approximately US$ 400,000 to 
provide assistance to 9,000 persons for 60 days of in order to recover their 
livelihoods of the most affected families. 
 
PRRO 10444.0 is facing severe pipeline breaks for the next months. 
Contributions are urgently required to allow WFP to continue to provide food 
assistance to the affected families and avoid a further deterioration of their food 
security and nutritional situation especially in a country where one in two infants 
suffer from chronic malnutrition. 
 
Most of the affected people are outside the current PRRO geographical 
coverage. Stocks used within the framework of this emergency need to be 
repaid in order for WFP to continue to provide assistance under its regular 
operations. 
 
Prepared by: Manuel Pinelo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


