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REGIONAL: CLIMATE IMPACT

According to WMO, through their 
recently issued “State of the Climate in 
Latin America and the Caribbean in 
2021” report, Latin America and the 
Caribbean’s various sub-regions are 
all experiencing some form extreme 
weather and climate change that may 
potentially cause irreversible damage 
and endanger lives and food and water 
security.

Of the 175 UNDRR-registered disasters 
in the region between 2020-2022, 88 
per cent have been meteorological, 
climatological and/or hydrological in 
origin, accounting for 40 per cent of 
recorded disaster-related deaths and 71 
per cent of economic losses.

WMO indicates that Amazonia, north-
eastern Brazil, Central America, the 
Caribbean, and parts of Mexico will 
likely see increased drought conditions, 
while hurricanes impacts may increase 
in Central America and the Caribbean. 
In particular, northern Central 
American countries, the Andes in South 
America and north-eastern Brazil are 
particularly susceptible to climate-
related migration and displacement, 
as extreme weather events linked to 
climate change continue amplify and 
exacerbate existing socio-economic 
drivers.

The region continues to become 
warmer, with the average rate of 
temperature rise of 0.2°C every ten 
years between 1991 and 2021 doubling 
the 0.1°C rate per decade recorded 
between 1961 and 1990. In South 
America, glaciers, a critical freshwater 
source, continue to lose mass, with 
some losing as much as 30 to 50 per 
cent of their area between 1990 and 
2020. Central Chile is going on 13 years 
of drought, the longest drought in the 
region in the last millennium, while the 
central-eastern Parana-La Plata Basin is 
suffering its worst drought since 1944, 
causing agricultural damage and reduced 
crop production in parts of Bolivia, 
Brazil and Paraguay.

Sea levels are rising at a rate faster than 
the global rate, notably along the sub-
tropical North Atlantic and the Gulf 
of Mexico, as well as the Atlantic coast 
of South America below the equator, 
threatening highly concentrated coastal 
populations with eroding shorelines and 
increased flooding in low-lying areas. 

The report also notes record rainfalls in 
various parts of the region throughout 
2021 with tens of thousands of damaged 
or destroyed homes and hundreds of 
thousands of people displaced.

KEY FIGURES

 88%
OF ALL DISASTERS IN THE 
REGION SINCE 2020 HAVE 
BEEN WEATHER-RELATED

Sources:
• World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
• UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)

Nicaragua. Countries in Central America are likely to see 
both increased drought conditions and seasonal hurricane 
impacts, such as Eta and Iota in November 2020. Photo: 
UNICEF
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CENTRAL AMERICA: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

PANAMA
Nationwide food and fuel price protests 
over the past two weeks are leading 
to access challenges for partners 
responding to migrant flows in Darien 
on the eastern border with Colombia. 
Darien, one of Panama’s poorest 
provinces, is dealing with overcrowding 
in shelters, with UNICEF reporting 
some 6,500 refugees and migrants 
stranded in increasingly deteriorating 
conditions of 23 July. The roadblocks 
are impeding access to transport, 
supplies, fuel and power and limiting 
humanitarian access amid reports of 
lack of shelter, food and safe water.

Authorities brokered a humanitarian 
corridor for the safe passage of migrants 
to Chiriquí, with UNICEF indicating 
that more than 4,200 migrants have 
been transported to the Costa Rican 
border. However, the lack of available 
cash in Darien is leaving migrants 
unable to receive transfers for bus fares. 

UN and NGO partners with 
longstanding operational presence in 
Darien are supporting State response 
to WASH, food security, psychosocial 
support, health and protection 

needs. The situation is also causing a 
bottleneck in the Colombian town of 
Necoclí on the Caribbean, from where 
migrants entering through Darién often 
depart, with the Inter-Agency Mixed 
Migration Flow Group (GIFMM) 
reporting a potential daily backlog of 
1,500 to 1,600 people. 

HONDURAS
Per the National Migration Institute 
(INM), the increasing flow of irregular 
entries into Honduras through the 
eastern border with Nicaragua has risen 
to more than 62,200 on the year (as of 
19 July), a number that is roughly half 
of all irregular entries into the country 
between 2014 and 2021. The growing 
migrant population, mainly in the Danlí 
and Trojes municipalities in the El 
Paraíso department, is straining local 
community hosting and government 
processing capacities. INM announced 
they are building a US$1.83 million 
processing and shelter facility for 
migrants and refugees in Danlí to 
scale up processing and response, with 
support from humanitarian partners 
working through the Local Response 
Team.

HAITI: HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

UN humanitarian agencies have begun 
delivering assistance in the Cité Soleil 
commune and other areas of the Port-
au-Prince metropolitan area following a 
recent spike in violence.

The assistance includes non-food and 
home repair items, drinking water for 
20,000 people for two days, a week's 
worth of food supplies for 7,000 people 
and psychosocial support activities.

Protection remains a pressing concern, 
given the more than 470 people killed, 
injured or unaccounted for between 
8 and 17 July and reports of sexual 
violence against women and girls 
and recruitment of boys into gangs. 
The violence has caused some 3,000 
people to flee their homes and access 
to healthcare remains limited or even 
non-existent, with many health centres 
closed.

KEY FIGURES

KEY FIGURES

 6.5K
MIGRANTS & REFUGEES 
STRANDED IN DARIEN, 

PANAMA, AMID NATIONWIDE 
PROTESTS & ROADBLOCKS

 62.2K
IRREGULAR ENTRIES INTO 

HONDURAS IN 2022 (AS OF 19 
JULY)

 471
PEOPLE KILLED, INJURED OR 
UNACCOUNTED FOR DURING 

8-17 JULY VIOLENCE

Sources:
• UNICEF
• Inter-Agency Mixed Migration Flow Group - 

Colombia
• National Migration Institute - Honduras
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