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                                      DROUGHT MONTHLY BULLETIN FOR MAY 2007 D                                    
GARISSA DISTRICT                                                                       WARNING STAGES 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
    SPECIAL PROGRAMMES 

      ARID LANDS RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROJECT II 

January. February. 
and March is the short 
dry season  
This period has high 
temperatures. 

April, May, and June is 
the long rains period 
and is normally 
unreliable in this 
district. 

July, August 
Sept.and October is the 
long dry period when 
cold and windy weather 
conditions are normally 
experienced. 

 November and 
December is the 
period for short 
rains. It is more 
reliable than the long 
rains. 
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Situation Overview 
• The April-May long rains have failed in most parts of Garissa district except in the Southern divisions’ e.g. parts of 

Bura and Galmagala receiving slight showers. Eastern part of Jarajilla division had also received some rain. 
• Most parts of the district have substantial amount of forage with good quality to support livestock but continue to get 

depleted when compared with preceding month.  Depletion of forage started with areas close to water sources 
particularly permanent water sources. 

• Water sources continue to reduce in the Northern and Eastern divisions of the district except in the Southern divisions 
where little rain was received and water availability continue to improve when compared with other parts of the district. 

• Boreholes, river Tana, Benane springs and shallow wells of Galana Gof (seasonal river) in Modogashe remained main 
source of water in the Northern and Eastern division of the district. 

• Household accessibility to water continues to reduce when compared with previous month. The anticipated April-May 
long rains have failed, most of the large water pans have dried up and forage availability has reduced around permanent 
water sources. 

• This has forced households to be closer to their animals which trek almost 10km to watering sites. 
• There is no insecurity or human displacement reported in the course of the month throughout the district. However, in 

the Northern divisions of the district, conflict over natural resources has been reported between Garissa and Isiolo 
district pastoralists in the Eastern province. Livestock have crossed to neighboring Isiolo district after the anticipated 
long rains failed resulting to the conflict over the right of natural resource use. There is also a border dispute between 
shanta abak and Abakore location of Habasweine divisions which can spark sudden problems. 

• There is no serious movement of livestock but slight movement was noted in the cause of the month.  The movement is 
resulting from depletion of pasture/browse and all the water pans drying up. 

• Increased livestock prices, improved livestock health, body conditions and their products indicate a positive food 
security implication. All species of livestock body conditions continue to improve but there is unknown camel disease 
and has caused a number of camel deaths in all the pastoral-agro-pastoral livelihood zones. 

• Depending on the capacity of the farmers, most of the infrastructures and pumping sets have been rehabilitated. 
• No crops harvested on large scale but vegetables, and fruits are now available in Garissa main market. 
• Livestock sales numbers continue to increase when compared with the preceding month.  This is due to the increase in 

demand for cereals and the demand for meat from other parts of country. 
• Cattle prices have slightly reduced when compared with preceding month.  This could be attributed to a lot of animals 

brought for sale (over flooding the market) and the failure of the anticipated long rains. The price of both goats and 
sheep continue to improve when compared with the preceding month. 

• Increase in livestock prices and availability of good market, improved road accessibility and rehabilitation of irrigation 
farms along river Tana reflects positive food security implications. 

• Human health both children and adults continue to improve when compared with the preceding months. However, 
Dadaab refugee camps poses a threat to surrounding local centers who market their livestock and their products in 
these camps in order to procure their needs 

• Nutritional status of children below the age of five (5) years and above one year continues to improve when compared with 
the previous month.  This is due to improved health status and improved milk availability at household level. 

CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES 
 (NON FOOD) 
• Restocking of pastoral destitute by various organizations e.g. Garissa Peace Committee through funding from Oxfam and 

Kenya Red Cross continued. 
• CARE Kenya provided pumping sets to irrigation farms destroyed by flood along river Tana. 
• The ministry of health carried out mobile out reaches services in rural areas which were supported by ALRMP. 
• The District Veterinary officer carried out mass treatment and vaccination of livestock which was supported by ALRMP. 

FOOD AID 
• A reduced a mount of food aid continued to be distributed.  The current numbers of beneficiaries are 91,408 which were 

arrived at after the KFSSG assessment carried out in February this year compared to 119,948 beneficiaries before March 
this year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS.  
• Relief food should be distributed adequately (covering one division within two days). 
• Give support to irrigation farms along river Tana which have been devastated by short rains floods. 
• continue to restock pastoral destitute households 
• Continue to create awareness against burning of vegetation in pastoral areas. 
• Frequent and continued livestock diseases surveillance should be carried out. 
• Provide adequate drugs to all rural dispensaries which reflect signs of under utilization. 
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1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION 
       1.1 Rainfall 

• The April-May long rains have failed in most parts of Garissa district except in 
the Southern divisions’ e.g. parts of Bura and Galmagala receiving slight showers.  

• Eastern part of Jarajilla division had also received some rain. The total amount of 
rain fall recorded at Garissa Meteorological station are 12.6 mm, 2.0 mm and 28.7 
mm for the months of March, April and May 2007 respectively. 

1.2 Forage Condition 
• Most parts of the district have substantial amount of good quality forage to support 

livestock but continue to get depleted when compared with preceding month.  
Depletion of forage started with areas close to water sources particularly permanent 
water sources. 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability 
1.3.1   Water Sources  
• Water sources continue to reduce in the Northern and Eastern divisions of the district 

except in the Southern divisions where little rain was received and water availability 
continue to improve when compared with other parts of the district. 

• Boreholes, river Tana, Benane springs and shallow wells of Galana Gof (seasonal 
river) in Modogashe remained main source of water in the Northern and Eastern 
divisions of the district. 

1.3.2 Household access to water 
• Household accessibility to water continues to reduce when compared with 

previous month. The anticipated April long rains have failed, most of large water 
pans have dried up and forage availability has reduced around permanent water 
sources.  This has forced households to be closer to their animals which trek 
almost 10km to watering sites. 

      1.3.3 Livestock accessibility to water 
• Most of the large water pans have dried up, anticipated April-May rain has failed 

and pasture/browse are depleted around permanent water sources. 
• As a result of the above livestock have been forced to trek slightly longer 

distances for water compared with the preceding month (10km). 
1.4 EMERGING ISSUES. 
1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict/ Human displacement. 
• There is no insecurity or human displacement reported in the course of the month 

throughout the district. However, in the Northern divisions of the district, conflict 
over natural resources has been reported between Garissa and Isiolo district 
pastoralists in the Eastern province. Livestock have crossed to neighbouring Isiolo 
district after the anticipated long rains failed resulting to the conflict over the right 
of natural resource use. There is also a border dispute between Shanta abak and 
abak Gorey location of Habasweine Division which can spark sudden problems. 

1.4.2 Migration 
• There is no serious movement of livestock but slight movement was noted in the 

cause of the month. 
• Livestock in Liboi and Dadaab division have moved into Jarajilla division in 

search of lush pasture/browse. While the livestock in Modogashe and Benane 
divisions have moved into Eastern province (Isiolo district).  Other livestock 
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moved closer to river Tana.  The movement is resulting from depletion of 
pasture/browse and all the water pans drying up. 

 
 

1.4.3 Implication on Food Security 
• Increased livestock prices, improved livestock health, body conditions and their 

products indicate a positive food security implication. 
2.0 RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS 
2.1 Livestock Production  
2.1.1       Livestock Body Condition 

• All species of livestock body conditions continue to improve but there is unknown 
camel disease which has no symptom and has caused a number of camel deaths in 
all the pastoral-agro-pastoral livelihood zones. 

2.1.2       Livestock Health and Diseases. 
• Despite the outbreak of a killer camel disease livestock health continue to 

improve in the entire district. 
2.1.3     Milk Production 

• There is an indication of improvement of milk production at household level. 
• Sheep and goats have kidded and lamp down while cattle are expected to calve 

down any time from the end of June. 
2.2    Crop Production 
2.2.1 Crop production activities along river Tana. 

• Depending on the capacity of the farmers, most of the infrastructures and 
pumping sets have been rehabilitated. 

• No crops harvested on large scale but vegetables, and fruits are now available in 
Garissa main market. 

2.2.2 Pests and Crop Diseases 
• There is no crop diseases reported from the entire districts and the cricket menace 

reduced. 
2.2.3 Harvest 

• No harvest on large scale have been reported but irrigation farms along the river 
Tana have been marketing vegetables and fruits from the farms when compared 
with the preceding month. 

3.0 Access to food.  
 3.1 Livestock Marketing. 
3.1.1 Cattle prices 

• Cattle prices have slightly reduced when compared with preceding month.  This 
could be attributed to a lot of animals being brought for sale (over flooding the 
market) and the failure of the anticipated long rains. 

The graph below indicates cattle long term mean prices against current year2007 prices. 
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The graph below show current year 2007 cattle prices against long 
term mean prices
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3.1.2 Goats Prices. 
• The price of goats continues to improve when compared with the preceding 

month.  The demand for goats meat, continue to increase and their transportation 
by Lorries improved over recent weeks. 

 
The graph below indicates goats’ long term mean prices against current 2007 year prices. 

The graph shows long term mean price against the current year 2007 
prices
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3.1.3 Sheep 
• Sheep prices continue to improve when compared with the preceding month.  

This has a positive food security implication. 
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The graph below indicates sheep long term mean prices against current 2007 year prices. 

The graph shows current year 2007 prices against long term mean 
prices
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3.2 LIVESTOCK SALE 

• Livestock sales numbers continue to increase when compared with the preceding 
month.  This is due to the increase in demand for cereals and the demand for meat 
from other parts of country. 

3.2.1 PURCHASE PRICE OF FOOD COMMODITIES 
3.2.2 Maize price 

• The prices of maize have reduced when compared with the preceding 
month and the availability of cereals in rural markets and shops have 
improved. 

The graph below reflects maize long term mean prices against current 2007 year prices. 

The graph below indicates current year 2007 prices against long 
term mean prices
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3.2.3 Posho (Jogoo and locally milled) 

• Maize products like posho and jogoo are on high demand and frequently used 
in rural households resulting to a slight increase in their prices. 
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The graph below reflects posho long term mean prices against current 2007 year prices 

The graph below shows current year 2007 posho prices against long 
term mean prices 
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3.2.4 PURCHASE PRICE OF OTHER FOOD COMMODITIES 

• The price of other essential non cereals like cooking oil, sugar and beans 
slightly differ from the previous month when compared with the previous 
month.   Food items like sugar and cooking oil have changed and became 
more exorhobitant while the price of beans has slightly reduced. This is due to 
availability in the market and transportation costs. 

4.0 FOOD SECURITY IMPLICATION 
• Increase in livestock prices and availability of good market, improved road 

accessibility and rehabilitation of irrigation farms along river tana reflects 
positive food security implications. 

4.1 HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 
4.2 Nutritional Status 

• Nutritional status of children below the age of five (5) years and above one year 
continues to improve when compared with the previous month.  This is due to 
improved health status and improved milk availability at household level. 

The graph below reflects long term mean of children at risk against current 2007 year  
rates. 

 

The craph shows current year 2007 children at risk against long 
term mean in %
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4.3 HUMAN HEALTH 
• Human health both children and adults continue to improve when compared with 

the preceding months. 
• However, Dadaab refugee camps pose a threat to surrounding local centers who 

market their livestock and their products in these camps in order to procure their 
needs. 

4.4 FLAGGED AREAS (AFFECTED AREAS) 
• Areas or centers which are likely to be affected by a disease outbreak are those 

centers within the vicinity of the Dadaab refugee camps. 
• These centers are Hagardera borehole five, Yumbis and Alinjugur in Jarajilla 

division.  Dadaab center, Lebisigale Mathahgesi, Abakhaliye, Saretho and 
Kumahumato in Dadaab division. 

5. 0 CURRENT INTERVETION MEASURES. 
5.1 (NON-FOOD) 
• Restocking of pastoral destitute by various organization e.g. Garissa Peace 

Committee through funding from Oxfarm and Kenya Red cross continued. 
• CARE Kenya provided pumping sets to irrigation farms destroyed by flood along 

river Tana. 
• The ministry of health carried out mobile out reaches services in rural areas which 

were supported by ALRMP. 
4.5 FOOD AID 
• Food aid continued to be distributed during the month.  The current number of 

beneficiaries are 91,408 which were arrived at after the KFSSG assessment carried 
out in February this year compared to 119,948 beneficiaries before March this year. 

5.0 COPING STRATEGY. 
• Pastoralists are concentrated on how best to improve their herd’s sizes and health 

during this period when there is plenty of pasture/browse. 
6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS. 

• Continue to support irrigation farms along river tana which have been devastated 
by short rains floods. 

• Continue to restock pastoral destitute households 
• Continue to create awareness of burning of vegetation in pastoral areas. 
• Frequent and continued livestock diseases surveillance should be carried out. 
• surveillance should be carried out. 
• Restock with drugs all rural dispensaries which reflect signs of under utilization. 
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