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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical 13 12 16 
Programme 12 13 22 
Source: OCHA North Darfur 3W (May 2022) 

 
 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  891,378 2.9M 
Refugees  33,410 1.16M 
Returnees  301,151 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 683,867 9.3M 
Total  1,909,806 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  316,000 kmP

2 
 
North Darfur in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 2.5 million*  47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 90 in 1,000 68 in 1,000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 88.7% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 56% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 47% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  45.9% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 27.9% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 343,727 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June - September 2022)  883,142 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people with access to improved drinking water  50.6% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June - September 2022  
36%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 17 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
909,274 

in 17 localities 

704,499 
in 17 localities 

178,643 
in 17 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information
Pauline Njuguna, Head of Sub-office, El Fasher, North Darfur 
Email: njuguna4@un.org 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
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Background 
North Darfur State occupies more than half of the Darfur 
territory. It has borders Northern, North Kordofan, West 
Kordofan, East Darfur, South Darfur, Central Darfur, 
and West Darfur states and shares international 
borders with Chad and Libya. Its state capital is El 
Fasher town. Zamzam IDP camp is the second largest 
IDP camp in Darfur, hosting about 120,000, according 
to IOM. Other IDP camps are in El Fasher, Tawilla, 
Kebkabiya, Kutum, Dar As Salam, Melit, As Sereif and 
Saraf Omra localities. There are 20 camps, 10 
neighbourhoods and 32 villages in the state hosting 
displaced people, according to IOM Mobility Tracking 
Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
Conflict, food insecurity, dry spells and pests that 
affected the 2021 harvest, the economic crisis and poor 
services are the main drivers of humanitarian needs in 
North Darfur.  
 
Albeit improved, fear of armed confrontation, insecurity 
and violence remains the main reason for the presence 
of about 933,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
across the state (IOM). The absence of basic 
services—water, health, schools, and rule of law—in 
areas of return, compounded by widespread insecurity, 
is another contributing factor. About 34,300 refugees 
from South Sudan also require assistance, according to 
the UN refugee agency (UNHCR, 31 July 2022). Scarce 
pasture and limited water sources increase the potential 
for clashes between farmers and pastoralists over 
farming areas or herd rustling. The return of IDPs and 
access to their farms is hampered by conflict between 
animal herders and crop farmers.    
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• Over 1.9 million people (IDPs, returnees, 
refugees and vulnerable residents) need 
humanitarian assistance in the state, according 
to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview 
(HNO). These vulnerable people continue to 
rely on overstretched basic services while 
humanitarian funding is decreasing.  

• There are about 883,000 people—36 per cent 
of the people in the state—in crisis and above 
levels of food security between June and 
September 2022, according to the latest Sudan 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) analysis. 

• About 344,000 people in the state are 
malnourished, according to the 2022 HNO.  

 
Humanitarian Response 

• From January – June 2022, Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In North Darfur, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to over 1.1 million 
people, which is 71 per cent of the people 
targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment 

• General crime and sporadic conflict violence 
remain the most significant impediments to 
humanitarian access in the state. Reports of 
carjackings and robberies are common.  

• Outbreaks of localized conflict, particularly in 
the state’s western localities and Tawila, often 
result in affected communities having restricted 
access to humanitarian assistance either 
because of deliberate obstruction by conflict 
parties, or fears for personal safety. 

• Though less problematic than other Darfur 
states, physical access to some locations 
during the rainy season can affect the timely 
delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. Approval delays may 
impact program implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery. 

 
Humanitarian Issues 
Floods 

• Heavy rains and flash floods have affected 686 
people in three localities as of 31 August 2022. 
Government authorities (Humanitarian Aid 
Commission and Ministry of Irrigation) and 
humanitarian partners report that 110 homes 
have been destroyed and 27 have been 
damaged by the rains and flooding. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground are 
carrying out inter-agency assessments to verify 
numbers and determine humanitarian needs 
and response activities.         

Protracted IDP crisis 
• There are over 891,000 IDPs in need of 

assistance in North Darfur (2022 HNO. 
According to humanitarian organisations, some 
of these IDPs have integrated with host 
communities, while others are willing to return 
to their home areas. 
 

Humanitarian Funding 
• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 
million—31 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System. 
 

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/94820
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

