
A total of 47 traders were interviewed from 50 markets in 22 districts. 

Responses confirming maize grain availability decreased from 64% previous 

week to 55%. There were no changes in the average prices of both maize 

grain and maize meal compared to the previous week. Wholesalers are still the major 

suppliers of maize meal and the commodity was reported to be available by 53% of 

the interviewed. 

Figure 1: Average maize grain and maize meal prices per kg 

 

Since July 2016 maize grain and unrefined maize meal prices have remained 

stable at an average price of $0.36/kg and $0.62/kg respectively. Highest 

prices for maize grain were recorded in Zvishavane at $0.44/kg while for maize meal 

it was in Mangwe at $0.70/kg. Maize grain was not readily available in Binga, Bulilima, 

Gwanda, Mangwe and Matobo in the current week of reporting. 

Small grains (sorghum and pearl millet) were reported to be available by 23% of the 

traders interviewed. The price of small grains, sorghum and peal millet, continued to 

stabilise at an average price of $0.36/kg and $0.38/kg respectively. Both recorded a 

24% price drop from last week. 

Cooking oil was readily available in all markets monitored with an average price of 

$1.81/L. The price has remained relatively stable with slight variations since the 

beginning of the year. Pulses were readily available in all monitored markets with 

cowpeas going for an average price of $0.79/kg and sugar beans costing an average 

of $2.25/kg. 

 To continue monitoring availability and prices of cereals in all the district where 

WFP is providing cash assistance. 

 Monitor the terms of trade/ options for payment methods being employed in all 

the districts where WFP is providing cash assistance 
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Highlights 

 55% of surveyed traders had maize grain stocks selling at an average price of $0.36/kg, similar to the previous 

week and stable since July 2016. 

 Maize meal was reported to be available by 52% of the traders interviewed at an average price of $0.62/kg. 

 Availability of small grains was reported by 22% of the interviewed traders at an average price of t $0.36/kg. 

 Cash availability continues to be a challenge and mobile money agents were limiting the cash out amounts. 

Maize Grain and Maize Meal Availability and Prices 

Small Grain Prices and Availability 

Availability and Prices of Basic Commodities  

Recommendations 


