
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2022 Flash Floods Situational Report #004 

Assessment on Impact ongoing Gambia have been seriously affected by the flash floods on July 31st 
2022 

 

43,984 

People affected 

 

 

9,324  

Children 0-59 months 
affected 

 

 

2,846 
Pregnant and 
breastfeeding 

women affected 

 

 

11 
Deaths  

 

 

392  

water points affected 

 

 

3,930 partially 

damaged households  

3,463 completely 

damaged households 

 

BACKGROUND 
The July 30th and 31st Flash floods are the worst to have hit The Gambia in nearly half a 
century. The torrential rain associated with thunderstorms resulted in flash flooding 
which affected the entire country. According to the Department of Water Resources 
‘’rainfall quantity recorded during this period was 276 mm at Banjul International Airport, 
Yundum‘’. The country experienced the same on 31st July 1998 with rainfall of 175.4 mm 
recorded. While historical records of floods date as far back as 1948, The Gambia 
experienced significant floods in 1988, 1999, and 2002, 2010, 2020. This shows that the 
frequency of flash floods and climate related shocks is increasing at an alarming rate. 
Since the flash floods on July 31st, there have been almost daily heavy downpours in 
many parts, particularly on the 5th and 6th of August thereby exacerbating the floods in 
many communities. 

 



 Affected Population  

Based on the satellite analysis of the affected areas, it is 
estimated that the flash floods have affected the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of people in The Gambia. This 
initial assessment is being reinforced by GIS specialists 
who are mapping the affected areas and assessing the 
impact on the populations.  
The ongoing assessments have identified at least   43, 
984 people who are directly affected by the recent 
heavy downpours. The suburbs in urban settlements 
have been the hardest hit by the recent floods. 7 
fatalities have been reported as a direct consequent of 
the recent flash floods with many more lives at risk. 
 
Children under 5 account for 22% of affected 
populations and are particularly at risk of water-borne 
diseases caused by water contamination. While females 
account for 51% of the total and 2,846 pregnant and 
breastfeeding women have been recorded as affected 
thus far. 1,804 persons with disabilities have been 
affected.  
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 Internally Displaced Persons 

A total of 5,986 people has been internally displaced 
across the affected communities. 52.4% of the IDPs are 
females who will need specific support on protection as 
they face exacerbated vulnerability and may need to 
resort to negative coping strategies.  
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*Note: In Sitrep 002 shared on August 9th 2022, the 
number of IDPs was increased because all hazards 
including fire and windstorms were factored in. Today’s 

data only focuses on those affected by the flashflood 
on 30th and 31st July 2022.  
 
 

 Water, Hygiene and Sanitation 

Thus far 392 water points and 1,200 sanitation facilities 
have been affected. This is particularly of huge concern 
in the Greater Banjul Area especially Tobbaco Road in 
Banjul, Ebo-Town, Kotu-Manjai and Nemakunku. In 
these and many more communities, water is not 
receding at all or doing so at a very slow pace. In 
Tobbaco Road, the sewage system has overflowed and 
mixed with the flood waters. The water in Banjul is 
clearly contaminated with reports describing it as 
having a yellowish green with a pungent smell. Children 
and other people are seen playing in these waters or 
walking through to access shops and markets putting 
their health at risk.  
These floods and stagnant waters have also brought 
dangerous reptiles close to communities posing a 
further risk to the population. 

 
A water point surrounded by sewage and rainwater Credit: NDMA 
Gambia   

 

 Health  

There have been numerous incidents of diarrhea and 
skin rashes reported in Tobbaco-Road over the period 
covered by this report. The relevant authorities have 
been alerted. These is a very high risk of water borne 
diseases emanating from the flash floods and the slow 
receding waters.  
Vulnerable groups need special attention and care as 
part of reproduction and child health but also needs on 
food and nutrition.  
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Fecal waste in the water at Banjul Credit: NDMA Gambia  

 

 Environment 

In many of the affected communities, it is realized that 
sewage systems and waters have been blocked as a 
result of waste disposal in those gutters. Furthermore, 
many houses have been built in waterways thereby 
affecting its floor. Unfortunately, during such heavy 
rains, many households dispose their waste in running 
waters thereby by causing blockage of canals. Many of 
the affected communities are on the edges of swampy 
areas or water ways.  
 

Arabic School in Kuli Kunda, 255 students affected. Credit: 

UNDAC Team 

Focused efforts are underway support by 
Environmental Experts deployed by the United 
Nations to reinforce existing country expertise. This 
includes the implementation of an action plan which 
indicatively includes a technical assessment, field visits, 
information analysis and data sharing with key actors. 

 

 Education 

While schools are currently closed for the summer 
break, there have been numerous reports of the loss of 
personal school items including uniforms and 
stationery. Kuli Kunda and Sasita Toranka Arabic 
schools have been reported to be particularly damaged.  

 
Arabic School in Kuli Kunda, 255 students affected.  
Credit: UNDAC Team 

 

 Agriculture 

The detailed assessment will discuss the impact of the 
floods on agriculture and food production. However, 
there have been reports of farmlands being inundated 
and loss of tens of livestock in Central River Region. 
 
 

 Food and Nutrition Security 

These recent flash floods have exacerbated the already 
dire situation of food and nutrition insecurity facing a 
greater population in the Gambia. The food and 
nutrition insecurity as a result of the flash floods 
compounds the existing challenges caused by the 
Russia-Ukraine Crisis, poor harvest, the 2021 
devastating windstorms, Covid-19, high food prices, 
increase in fuel and transportation cost etc. Women, 
Children and the elderly are at a greater risk of food 
and nutrition insecurity with potential devastating 
consequences.  
 

 Coordination 

The President of the Republic of the Gambia and the 
Vice President have led coordination efforts in 
response to the flashfloods. The President and Vice 
President of the Republic have visited communities and 
engaged with affected populations and under their 
direction. The Vice President convened an emergency 
meeting of stakeholders including the Government, 
UN and Private Sector on August 2nd, 2022.  
The NDMA had also convened stakeholders technical 
meeting comprising of Government and development 
partners on the response planning. The resulted in the 
development of an action plan which includes a 
comprehensive assessment and analysis, a joint 
response mapping, public information campaign and 
resource mobilization strategy. 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 4 

 
 

 

 

Assessment 

The NDMA is working closely with partners to 

implement an assessment of affected areas and 

communities. 

Response Mapping 

Partners are sharing information on their response 

activities into a consolidated data management approach. 

This will enable the tracking of the response, the 

identification of gaps and the prioritisation of resources. 

Immediate needs 

• Food assistance to affected populations 

• Shelter support and temporal relocation of affected 

families 

• Water and Hygiene support 

• Environmental assessment of affected water 

bodies. 

• Health Surveillance for possible disease outbreak 

• Non-Food items including mattresses, buckets, 

cooking utensils, bed nets, detergents, sanitary 

pads, cloths, mat, bed linens, family tents etc. 

• Conduct of a detail multisectoral assessments 

 

Challenges 

Challenges are numerous and include the 

following: 

-  Inadequate resources to support operations  

- Vehicles for mobility  

- Communications infrastructure  

- Coordination  

- Accessibility to certain affected areas  

- Sanitation and health implications for those 

going back into their homes.  

- Shelter materials for those who have partial or 

complete damage to their homes. Current data 

shows 3,930 partially damaged households + 

3,463 completely damaged households.  

 

For further information please contact NDMA 

NDMA Gambia on Facebook 

or contact us via email on info@ndma.gm 

mailto:n%20info@ndma.

