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1 Previous editions of this situation report have indicated a total of 3 million beneficiaries targeted by WFP in its overall emergency response. Following a further review of the 

needs of vulnerable populations across the 25 districts, it has been increased to 3.4 million across all planned activities. This is in addition to the 430,000 beneficiaries in the 

initial target for 2022. 

2 Samurdhi is a government social protection programme aimed at eliminating poverty in Sri Lanka, mainly through the inclusion of low-income households and the provision of 

resources to support economic improvement 

    

 

 

 

 

Situation Update  

• Sri Lanka remains under the grip of an 

economic collapse that has left millions of people 

unable to buy sufficient food, fuel, medicines, and 

other essentials.  

• The Government announced restrictions on fuel 

imports for the next 12 months as it faces a 

severe supply shortage. Remaining petrol reserves 

will likely be insufficient to meet normal needs. The 

situation has impacted almost all aspects of daily 

life, thwarting people’s ability to find and go to work 

and interrupting schools and government services. 

• Schools re-opened on Monday 25 July, after a 

month-long closure. However, public sector offices 

remain closed, and employees were instructed to 

work from home for another month.  

• The State of Emergency has been extended for 

another month from 27 July, following the first 

announcement on 17 July.  

• As the prices of food items and consumer goods 

become increasingly burdensome, people have 

resorted to buying smaller quantities and 

undertaking more frequent market visits, according 

to WFP’s market monitoring interviews in June. 

Food imports are down to US$50 million per 

month, from US$130 million previously, and 

nutritious food such as vegetables now cost two to 

five times its pre-crisis price. To detect and monitor 

changes in market functionality amid the crisis, 

WFP is launching its Market Functionality Index 

(MFI) in Sri Lanka. The MFI is a tool that helps to 

better understand and assess the changes in 

market conditions to inform the design of 

humanitarian interventions. 

WFP Response 

WFP’s economic crisis response operations aim to 

reach a total of 3.4 million across three main 

activities: (1) unconditional food assistance through 

cash or in-kind; (2) school meals; and (3) nutrition 

support.  

 

Unconditional Food Assistance 

• WFP’s ongoing value vouchers distribution in 

Colombo targeting pregnant women has so far 

reached 91 percent (2,169 beneficiaries) of the 

2,375 targeted beneficiaries. WFP is also 

partnering with UNFPA in reaching beneficiaries 

and delivering the remaining vouchers for 

distribution. Each voucher is valued at LKR 15,000 

and is intended to support the pregnant mothers 

with food and other essential needs. 

• WFP will expand its unconditional food assistance 

in early August to support 180,000 people (45,000 

households) with cash-based transfers starting 

with Galle, Mullaitivu, and Nuwara Eliya districts. 

This assistance will prioritize households with 

persons with disabilities and pregnant and 

lactating women, as well as Samurdhi2 households 

with over four members. This will allow WFP to 

reach vulnerable populations at speed, while the 

procurement of food commodities for its planned 

general food distributions is underway. 

Priyangani and her mother-in-law, Fiona, prepares lunch in their kitchen. She works as a day 

labourer on nearby farms to support her extended family of nine. Even during the best of times, 

they have struggled to survive, but the economic crisis has pushed them further to the edge and 

even the most basic needs are hard to meet. © WFP/Josh Estey 
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In Numbers 

6.3 million people are food-insecure. This is likely 

to deteriorate as the crisis unfolds. 

6.7 million people are not consuming acceptable 

diets. 

3.4 million people are planned to be targeted by 

WFP to receive emergency food, nutrition, and 

school meals1 

 

Highlights 

• WFP is currently partnering with UNFPA to complete its value 

vouchers programme, targeting a total of 2,375 pregnant 

women in Colombo. 

• As the situation continues to deteriorate, WFP is rolling out its 

Market Functionality Index to detect changes in market 

functionality and provide real-time market information that is 

crucial in designing humanitarian interventions. 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/sri-lanka-facing-energy-catastrophe-190000576.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/wfp-sri-lanka-situation-report-14-june-2022
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School Meals 

• Recognizing the importance of school meals in 

supporting children’s education, WFP plans to 

support 1 million schoolchildren and has 

procured iron-fortified rice, vegetable oil, and 

lentils. These commodities will allow the 

Government to resume its national school meals 

programme, which was discontinued due to 

budgetary constraints. Commodities are expected 

to arrive from August to October. 

 

 

Nutrition 

• WFP aims to support the resumption of Thriposha, 

the Government’s national nutrition programme, 

which was paused in late 2021 due to budgetary 

constraints. WFP is currently appealing to donors 

to secure funding for the purchase of raw 

materials (maize and soya beans) to start food 

production at the Government’s Thriposha facility. 

WFP aims to reach 1 million pregnant and 

lactating women and children under 5 to help 

meet their nutrition needs.  

 

Assessments  

• WFP’s June 2022 market monitor indicated that 

prices of most staple food items have increased 

since May. Local rice varieties cost 70-100 percent 

more, and lentils three times more than in June 

2021. Meanwhile, sugar has seen a 36 percent 

price increase from the previous month. 

• WFP has developed the Market Functionality Index 

(MFI), a light, rapid, and robust indicator to assess 

and monitor market functionality. The MFI 

evaluates assortment, availability, price, resilience 

of supply chains, competition, infrastructure, 

services, food quality, access, and protection 

through market-level and trader-level interviews. 

The MFI builds on the data collected by the Hector 

Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training 

Institute. MFI assessments will be conducted 

monthly. 

 

Resourcing Update 

• To date, WFP received a total of US$20.74 million 

from the governments of Australia, Italy, Japan, 

and New Zealand, as well as from the UN Central 

Emergency Response Fund, private sector 

partners, and multilateral donors. This represents 

a third of its emergency appeal for US$63 

million.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

Funding requirement 
(Jul-Dec 2022) 

*represents emergency response requirement only, not inclusive of the US$10 million 

required under the Country Strategic Plan at the beginning of 2022. 

33% FUNDED 

US$ 63M* 

Contact Us: 

 

WFP Country Director:   

Abdur Rahim Siddiqui: abdurrahim.siddiqui@wfp.org 

 

Information Management Officer: 

Catherine Mones: catherine.mones@wfp.org 

WFP has launched a campaign to gather 

support from individual donors through 

its crowdfunding app #ShareTheMeal. WFP 

aims to raise funds equivalent to half a 

million shared meals and has currently 

raised 402,300 meals as of 29 July.  

 It only takes a few taps on your phone to start having an impact. 

Download ShareTheMeal app on App Store and Google Play. 

 

FUNDING SHORTFALL– US$ 42.3 M 

https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/wfp-sri-lanka-market-monitor-june-2022
https://sharethemeal.org/donate?campaign=srilanka1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sharethemeal/id977130010?aid=org.sharethemeal.app&cm=website&cn=permanent&cs=stmwebsite
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.sharethemeal.app&referrer=utm_source%3Dstmwebsite%26utm_medium%3Dwebsite%26utm_campaign%3Dpermanent

