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Swiss Campaign to Ban Landmines  
 
Source: Relief web. Peacejournalism.com,08 Mar 
2007 
 
 
On this, International Women’s Day 2007, the Swiss Cam-
paign to Ban Landmines announces the launch of a global 
survey to gather comprehensive information on the signifi-
cance of gender in the impact of mines and in the effective-
ness of mine action. This is the first time that comprehen-
sive global information on the significance of gender in 
mine action has been collected. The project also opens up 
a new dimension in the study of gender and conflict.  
 
The survey targets international mine action organizations; 
local non-governmental organizations in mine affected terri-
tories; relevant government ministries; mine action donors; 
UN agencies, and; women’s grass roots and civil society 
organizations. It will collect information on the impact of 
mines on men, women and children, and on the relevant 
pillars of mine action: clearance and demining; mine aware-
ness and mine risk education (MRE); victim assistance, 
and; advocacy for a global ban. The survey questionnaires 
are currently available in English, and will shortly be avail-
able in French and Spanish.  
 
The information gathered through this survey will be syn-
thesised into a toolkit for mainstreaming gender in mine 
action, aimed at providing all actors within the mine action 
community and in mine affected territories with detailed and 
context-specific guidelines.  
 
The information will also be used to build the capacity of 
women’s grass roots and civil society organizations to take 
part in mine action activities.  
 
Children –especially male children- represent a very large 
proportion of landmine and other ERW victims as they of-
ten do not recognize the danger that these devices pose. 
Men often account for the greatest number of direct victims 
due the roles that they play, including resettlement activi-
ties and agricultural work. There is growing evidence, how-
ever, that it is ultimately women who bear the brunt of the 
landmine scourge, be it as survivors themselves, or as 
wives or relatives of those killed or injured by a mine or 
other ERW.  
 
Female landmine survivors in some countries face immedi-
ate divorce as their ability to engage in physical labour and 
childrearing is considered to be compromised. On the other 
hand, women are likely to have to care for injured hus-
bands and children, but women may not have access to 
paid or fairly paid employment. Women may also be de-
prioiritised for victim assistance where men are considered 
the typical family breadwinner. Additionally, examination by 
male doctors may be forbidden and women may be re-
stricted from practicing as doctors. Failure to consider the 
significance of gender in the impact of mines and the  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER                                                  

Ope rat ional Updat e s  
The MACC Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Team has 
been deployed in the Northern side of the Temporary Secu-
rity Zone, Tserona. The Team conducted an assessment on 
the UXOs in the areas surrounding Arazen, Welesho, May 
Agam, Ayba, Ednabastifanos and Gemae. The Team also 
performed UXO demolition in Egri Mekel, destroying a total 
of 13 UXO’s and declared 4 free from explosives. 
 
The Route Clearance Team (RCT) completed their tasks in 
Humera, Sector West and relocated to the Shambuko area 
in order to continue with the mine clearance activities. The 
Integrated Demining Capacity (IDC) team continue to work 
in the Egri Mekel minefield in Tserona, Sector Center within 
the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ). Both teams have 
cleared a total area of 121,271 sq.m and 103.4 kms of road 
from the period starting 23 February to 08 March inclusive. 
The Route Verification Team (RVT) has also commenced its 
operations in Dekemhare and Tserona in Sector Centre 
where they verified a total area of 188 km.  
 
Two MRE Teams deployed to Sector West (Sub Zone of La-
lay-Gash) and Sector Center (sub zone of Tserona), where 
they conducted MRE activities to 475 people affected by 
mines and explosive remnants of war.  

The MACC Force Mine Action Center (FMAC) in Asmara 
conducted MRE training to FAO, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Land and Environment, Ministry of Health as 
well as UNFPA. The Training was conducted to raise aware-
ness about the threat posed by mines and explosive rem-
nants of war in Eritrea. The FMAC also conducted MRE 
briefings to UNMEE personnel, including 04 UNMOs, 06 
military staff officers, 03 civilian staff member and 03 UNI-
CEF staff members. 
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effectiveness of mine action can lead men, women and chil-
dren into poverty and destitution. It can mean that vital infor-
mation is not delivered, or not delivered effectively to ensure 
the safety of all members of the community.  
 
Priority setting for mine or other ERW clearance can be 
more effective if all members of the community are con-
sulted and their experiences and perspectives taken into 
account. Women frequently present clearance priorities that 
reflect the threat posed to community members in a variety 
of roles, as well as the threat posed to children. In Sri Lanka, 
Cambodia, Kosovo and most recently Lebanon, female 
deminers have proved themselves highly successful.  
 

 
 

Ethiopia: Landmine Survivors Network Ethio-
pia Urges Signing of Convention of Disabled 

Persons. 
 
 
Source: The Ethiopian Herald March 5, 2007 
 
Landmine Survivors Network Ethiopia called on the nation to 
join the countries that would be taking the lead in signing the 
convention on disabled persons which is due to be signed 
on March 30. 
Speaking here Wednesday at the celebration of the Interna-
tional Anti-mine Convention Day, Network Director Bekele 
Gonfa said the convention on disabled persons that has 
been prepared after a long process would be an important 
document for the respect of the rights of disabled persons. 
 
Disabled persons and representatives of the government of 
Ethiopia took part in the preparation of the convention, he 
said, adding that the endorsement of the convention by gov-
ernments would lay the foundation to enable disabled per-
sons enjoy their rights and get assistance in accordance 
with their disabilities. 
 
If the government falls short of approving the convention due 
to reasons beyond its control, it should do its level best to 
enable disabled persons, who make up 10 per cent of the 
population, enjoy the benefits enshrined in the convention, 
he elaborated. 
 
The International Convention Against the Production, Accu-
mulation, Trafficking and Use of Landmines is observed for 
the 8th time internationally and for the 7th time in Ethiopia, 
the director stated adding that efforts should be redoubled to 
fully implement the convention. 

 
 
Bombs Cleared Away  

 
Source: Nelson Mail  March 9, 2007  
  
The New Zealand Defence Force has cleared cluster bombs 
from an area larger than four rugby fields in southern Leba-
non in just over a week. The specialist 10-strong battlefield 
clearance team has been working since February 23 in an 
area 6km east of Tyre. The unexploded munitions were left 
after the conflict between Israel and Hizbollah in July last 
year. Lieutenant-Commander Steve Lenik said the area 
cleared by the team included cultivated fields and an orange 
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UNMEE MACC Female Staff celebrating Interna-
tional Women’s Day. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
 
x Operations Update                  MRE Update        
x Demining Statistics                   Map                          
x MACC Events                          Weekly Roundup                  
x Capacity Deployed                   Mine Detection                       
x World  Mine Action                 News and Updates 

MRE Training to Staff members from the Ministry of  
Agriculture. 

International Woman’s Day 
 
The UNMEE MACC staff members celebrated the 
International Woman’s Day on 08 March 2007.  A 
cultural lunch was organized and attended by all 
female staff members, where a variety of Eritrean 
and Asian dishes were served.  After lunch, the 
staff members’ gathered for a lengthy and pleasur-
able coffee ceremony along with Tigrina dancing.   

MACC Eve nt s  for t he  We e k �
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Capacity Deployed  
 
Route Clearance 
One Mechanical Route Survey Team 
Manual Route Clearance Team: 4 manual deminers. 
 
Kenyan Integrated Demining Capacity 
Mine Detection Dogs:                     12 mine detection dogs (MDD), 6 MDD Handlers 
Manual Demining Capacity:           10 Manual Deminers.  
Mechanical Capacity:                     3 Bozena Flails , 4 Tapirs, and 2 Rhino 20 (mechanical support for Bozenas) 
Training Capacity:                          1 MDD Instructor, 6 Mine Detection Dogs, 1 Mechanical Operators’ Instructor, 1 

UNMEE MACC Personnel Contact Details 
 

     Position                                        Name                               Tel. 150444           E-mail address                      
Programme Manager                      David Bax                         Ext. 2169             bax@un.org         
Chief of Admin/Finance                  Miriam Ooi                        Ext. 2105             ooim@un.org 
Chief of Operations                        Bob Kudyba                     Ext. 2161             kudyba@un.org 
Operations/Planning Officer          Chris Whakatope             Ext. 2119             whakatope@un.org 
Liaison Officer                                 Daniela Silva                    Ext. 2138              silva18@un.org 
MRE Coordinator                            Lt.Col. Steve Mutundu     Ext. 2114             unmee-unmo-macc– cmao@un.org 
Newsletter Queries                         Elilta Efrem                       Ext. 2115             efreme@un.org    

Map Requests: UN agencies who would like to obtain mine maps of the mission area, and maps with specific infor-
mation relating to areas with mine/UXO can also be obtained from the MACC Information Section, upon prior written 
request on agency letterhead. For further information contact Yonatan Solomon on Ext 2137. 
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MINE RISK EDUCATION (MRE) BRIEFINGS 
 

The MACC conducts MRE Briefings for all newly arrived UNMEE Personnel, including civilians and UN Military Ob-
servers (UNMOs). All interested in the MRE Briefings can contact Lt.Col. Steve Mutundu on Ext 2114 at the MACC to 
arrange MRE Briefings. The MACC also conducts two MRE Briefings per month for all other newly arrived UN agen-
cies and NGO personnel in the Mission area. The Briefing is held every second and fourth Friday of the month at 
15:00hrs at the MACC Conference Room. Contact UNICEF if you wish to attend the Briefings. 

MACC EOD Te am  Le ade r Fare we ll 

Roberto Bernasconi, a Swiss EOD expert, arrived in the 
Mission on 02 October 2006 and is due to depart on 14 
March 2007.   
 
Since his arrival, 
Roberto has been 
deployed in Adi-
grat in the capac-
ity of EOD Team 
Leader along with 
another EOD tech-
nician. Both MACC 
staff members 
have been pro-
vided by the Swiss 
Government to 
support the UN-
MEE MACC pro-
gramme. 

 

In December 2006, two months after his arrival to the 
Mission, Roby, as known by most people, suffered a 
mild heart problem leading to his evacuation to Addis 
for medical examination and ultimately to Switzerland a 

day after for further 
testing.  He was 
treated accordingly 
and released back 
to the Mission two 
weeks later where 
he has remained to 
present date.  
 
Throughout his  
tenure in the Mis-
sion,  Roberto has 
coordinated vari-
ous UXO disposal 
activities, con-
ducted road mine 
investigations,  
 

technical site surveys as well as response to any other 
request arising from UNMEE and others resulting from 
potential mine threat reports received within the Mis-
sion area. 
 
On 28 February 2007, the MACC OIC / Chief of Opera-
tions, Chief of AFL and the Liaison Officer visited the 
MACC Office in Adigrat and attended Roberto’s fare-
well, which took place on 01 March 2007.  The function 
was attended by all Adigrat MACC Staff as well as other 
friends and colleagues, where he was presented with a 
MACC Certificate of Commendation along with various 
other mementos by appreciative staff and friends. 

Upc om ing Eve nt s   

Eritrean Book  Fair 2007 
 
The UNMEE MACC along with other UN agencies, Na-
tional and International Organizations in Eritrea will 
participate in the National Book Fair, which will take 
place at the Expo Grounds in Asmara from 16 March  
2007 to 25 March 2007.  
 
Throughout the week, there will be a vast display of 
MRE books, magazines, along with other Mine Action 
related material and activities, particularly mine aware-
ness games for the children.    

Reactive Mine Clearing System  
 
MISSION: Neutralize surface buried AP and AT mines by 
burning the main explosive using a single chemical 
 
The Reactive Mine Clearing (REMIC) system gives the 
deminer another approach to neutralize mines without C-4 
or TNT blocks. REMIC neutralizes mines by burning the 
main explosive charge with diethltriamine (DETA). DETA 
is a pyroglic with TNT and TNT-based explosives. When 
DETA comes in contact with TNT or TNT based explo-
sives, the TNT burns which neutralizes the mine. A liner 
shaped charge cuts the mine case without detonation, and 
delivers the DETA into the mine. The REMIC body is cast 
in two identical polyurethane halves, connected by four 
small pins. There are four 1 ml glass tubes which contain 
the DETA chemical neutralizer. They are located at the 
bottom of the device, with two pairs at each side, one on 
top of the other. The REMIC device consists of copper or 
aluminum linear, detasheet explosive and four 1 ml glass 
tubes for chemical reservoirs. 
 
 The REMIC attaches to a monopod support system. The 
deminer places the REMIC device above mine at a speci-
fied stand off distance with the support stand. Once the 
device is initiated remotely (using a blasting cap), it pro-
duces a high velocity jet which cuts the mine case. Follow-
ing this, high pressure hot gas from the jet breaks the 
chemical reservoirs. The DETA chemical enters the mine 
and the explosive starts burning. The burning reaction is 
self sustained and will not transition to high-order. Burn-
ing will last 5 to 12 minutes depending on the amount of 
explosive in the mine and type of the mine case. Because it 
is non-explosive, REMIC is a good system from a quality 
assurance standpoint. The system is also good against 
mines found around bridges, railroads, public buildings, 
power lines and oil wells. The device is applicable to thin 
case AP and AT mines containing TNT and TNT based 
explosives.  
 
Source: http://www.deminingtechnology.com/ 

MACC Demining Statistics  
 

                                             Mines                     UXO                                Area Worked            Road Cleared               
                                         Destroyed                  Destroyed                            sq.m                                 km.                 
05 February  
12 February 07 
 MECHEM                    7                            4                           114,072                       72                    
                                   ________________________________________ __________ _____  __                                                                                                                  
Total (Since  
January 2007)           40                               10                            310,605                   267   

De ve lopm e nt al Te c hno logie s   


