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On 8 February, the 
displaced population in 
temporary evacuation 
centres stands at 193,742, 
including 54,541 in 
Trincomalee; 37,634 in 
Vavuniya; 35,071 in 
Batticaloa; 16,840 in 
Anuradhapura; 15,737 in 
Polonnaruwa; 14,855 in 
Mannar; and, 8,494 in 
Ampara. This represents a 
decrease of 117,539 
persons from 7 February.  
 
In comparison with 1 
million people in January, 
nearly 1.2 million people 
are affected by the 
ongoing floods (including 
333,266 in Trincomalee; 257,138 in Ampara; 192,484 in Anuradhapura; 102,798 in Batticaloa; 95,124 in Vavuniya; 
59,977 in Mullaitivu; 19,194 in Polonnaruwa; and 39,948 in Mannar).  
 
The magnitude and impact of these floods are worse than those a few weeks ago. The destructive potential of the 
floodwaters is heightened by strong currents through spillover from reservoirs, as spill gates are opened or reservoirs 
breach their bunds. People are slowly returning home as the waters recede in some locations. Women and children 
remain in the safety of the evacuation centres, while men return to assess damages to homes and loss of property. 
However the forecast of more rain in the next few days presents the risk of continued displacement. Irrigation 

I. HIGHLIGHTS / KEY PRIORITIES  
• As the waters are receding, some people are venturing back home spontaneously. However the Meteorology 

Department warns of heavy rainfall, exceeding 100mm in some locations, in the Northern, North-Central, Eastern, 
Uva and Central Provinces and the Hambantota District in the days ahead. The displaced population may escalate, 
with those who have returned home compelled to reseek shelter in temporary evacuation centres or with host 
families.       

• The Disaster Management Centre (DMC) reports that, as of 09:30hrs on 8 February, 1,132,654 people (304,163 
families) are affected by the floods. This includes 193,742 persons (51,544 families) in 703 temporary evacuation 
centres in 15 districts. Fourteen deaths, nine injured and two missing persons are reported. 

• Agencies continue to support the government-led response to the floods. Food, clean water, non-food items 
(NFIs) and basic common shelters are priorities for assistance to displaced persons in evacuation centres. 
Additionally, dry firewood for cooking is a concern.  

• The unpredictable situation due to fluctuating rains challenges rapid and effective delivery of assistance to those 
in need. Many reservoirs are already or nearly overflowing. In Mannar District, authorities have evacuated 
residents from areas where reservoir bunds are in imminent danger of being breached. While access has 
improved to some areas, many roads remain submerged.  

• Recovery efforts in the aftermath of the January floods, in cleaning contaminated wells and overflowing septic 
tanks as well as other interventions, have been undone by the developing flood situation. Initial assessments 
reveal serious damages to cultivation and fisheries livelihoods. Extensive support to re-establish livelihoods and 
rebuild damaged houses will be required as the situation returns to normal. 

• Schools in flood-affected areas, including those being used as temporary evacuation centres, will remain closed 
until 9 February.  

II. Situation Overview  
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authorities are closely monitoring the situation, adapting reservoir spill levels according to rainfall to minimize damage 
to tank infrastructure and danger to communities.  
 
In the Eastern Province, 543 of a total 1,020 schools are affected by the floods or being used as evacuation centres. In 
the Northern Province, 37 schools in Mannar and Madhu divisions have been co-opted as evacuation centres or   
 
The floods have led to widespread crop losses in the affected areas and investments towards the Maha season 
cultivation are largely nullified. FAO confirms a 100% loss of paddy and other field crops planted in Trincomalee and 
Batticaloa districts, affecting nearly 20,000 households. Communities will feel the long-term effects of the floods in 
destroyed livelihoods and heightened food insecurity, unless they receive adequate support to recover. Apart from 
farming families, fisher folk and casual labourers are also vulnerable to the economic devastation of the floods.  
 
TRINCOMALEE DISTRICT – At the height of the floods so far, 65%-70% of the total population may have been affected, 
with Muttur and Kinniya Divisional Secretariat (DS) Divisions in the worst condition following overflow from the 
Mahaweli river and other catchment areas. Reportedly, more than 70% of the Muttur land area submerged. All roads 
connecting Muttur with the mainland have been inundated, with only sea access possible via Navy vessels. There are 
concerns that food assistance is not reaching the interior of Muttur DS Division (Verugal, Seruvila etc). In some 
locations, the water rose quickly because of the heavy rains, plus rapid accumulation from the Kantalai and Kalmetiya 
reservoirs. Waters reached the building at the Muttur Central College evacuation centre, and some 1,300 families 
needed relocation to a safer site. Since a number of evacuation centres are overcrowded, IDPs are encouraged to find 
alternative accommodation with host families.  
 
BATTICALOA DISTRICT –Three tanks continue to overflow, and all sluice gates remain open to reduce water levels. In 
contrast to the previous floods, water levels were higher (8ft/2.4m in some locations) and are taking longer to recede. 
Clear access has been restored to some areas as the flood waters diminish. Nevertheless several areas remain 
submerged and only accessible by boat. Batticaloa airfield was flooded and trains were not running at the time of 
writing. The floods have contributed to health and sanitation issues with fresh contamination of water sources. There 
is a risk of Acute Respiratory Infections (ARI) and dengue outbreaks, while several cases of vomiting and fever have 
been recorded.  
 
AMPARA DISTRICT – Although water levels are deceasing, floods persist in several locations. 317 houses have been 
fully damaged and another 1,441 partially damaged during these latest floods, in addition to those that were damaged 
during the January flooding. The GA office states two more boats are required to rescue families stranded by the 
floods.  
 
MANNAR DISTRICT – The Kathadanthakulam reservoir was breached. Police authorities evacuated residents in the 
area and from east of Murunkan and Silavathurai. The Musali DS reported that people marooned by the floods were 
being continuously evacuated by boat. The Valkaipattan Kandal reservoir in Nanattan DS Division was breached with 
about 1,200 people (300 families) evacuated to Vankalai school. In a positive development, irrigation engineers 
confirmed that the Giant’s Tank is unlikely to reach critical level as a scheme to divert excess water has begun 
functioning. Authorities have suspended plans to evacuate communities in the path of potential flooding from the 
Giant’s Tank.  
 
KILLINOCHCHI DISTRICT – Rains commenced again on 6 February after a two-day respite. The DMC reported that the 
Kanakarayankulam reservoir (belonging to Vavuniya district) had broken and two nearby villages (Periyakulam and 
Velikandal) were under water. Despite heavy rains, the water level in the Iranaimadu tank has fallen to 31 feet. The 
DMC evacuated stranded families by boat, including 29 families from the Periyakulam and Velikandal villages.  
 
MULLAITIVU DISTRICT – Nearly 500 families returned to their homes in Katchilaimadu, Pandavarain, Peraru and 
Uppamawelli. Water levels are still very high and all access roads to these areas are possible only by tractor.  
 
JAFFNA DISTRICT – No heavy rains reported. 
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Food: 
WFP has distributed six-days of food amounting to 392 metric tons in support of 326,000 persons in Batticaloa, 
Ampara, Trincomalee, Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa districts. Support to flood-affected communities has increased 
pressure on the food pipeline to IDPs and returnees in the Northern Province. Food commodities will be completely 
exhausted by April unless further funding is received.   
 
In Trincomalee District, local officials are providing cooked meals for three days, in accordance with a government 
circular, and request urgent support to provide dry rations for seven days. On 6 February, the Air Force airlifted 30 
metric tons of food to flood-affected communities in Muttur DS Division. UNICEF handed over 56 large cooking pots to 
local officials to facilitate communal cooking in the temporary evacuation centres. World Vision provided dry rations, 
complementary food or cooked food to displaced families in Eachchilampattu. World Concern has arranged to provide 
2,738 families with rice, flour, lentils, sugar and chickpeas. SEDOT provided supplementary food for communal cooking 
by 800 families in Thambalakamam DS Division. DRC provided 420 food packs to Thambalakamam and 100 packs in 
Kapalthurai. DRC is also planning to provide complementary food for another 500 families in Thambalakamam. Oxfam 
GB plans dry ration assistance for flood-affected families and will launch a cash-for-work programme (worth LKR 1 
million) when conditions return to normal. ZOA will provide complementary food to 1,000-1,500 families, while 
mobilizing resources to provide further assistance for cooked meals to families in Muttur, Seruvila and Verugal DS 
Divisions. PWJ distributed 512 dry ration packs to families in Kinniya DS division and food aid to those in Muttur. 
 
In Batticaloa District, ZOA is providing cooked meals or dry rations, as well as firewood, to evacuation centres in 
Sittandy, Vadamunai and Uthuchchenai. World Vision will distribute dry rations for communal cooking to nearly 10,000 
people displaced in Koralaipattu North/South, Eravurpattu, Manmunai South West and Porathevu Pattu. NRC is 
delivering 1,000 cooked meals to families in Manmunai DS Division. Sarvodaya has also delivered cooked meals to a 
further 1,000 people, while Oxfam Australia is supporting 8,500 individuals in Pondukalchenai and Vavunathevu. 
UMCOR is supplementing food assistance in the district as well.  
 
Shelter/NFI: 
In Trincomalee District, local authorities have requested large quantities of tarpaulins, bed sheets and blankets for 
flood-affected people. UNHCR plans to provide mattresses to pregnant women and senior citizens in temporary 
evacuation centres. UNICEF is providing 2,600 tarpaulins. ACTED provided 1,250 NFI kits and 250 infant kits to families 
in Muttur DS Division. 
 
In Ampara District, NRC distributed 1,015 NFI packs and 1,015 hygiene packs in Kalmunai Muslim, Kalmunai Tamil,  and 
Saintthamatuthu DS Divisions. UNICEF has dispatched 2,100 reinforced tarpaulins. 
 
In Batticaloa District, UNICEF provided 4,000 tarpaulins for flood-affected families. 
 
IOM supplied 9,000 plastic sheets and tarpaulins to Batticaloa and Ampara districts. IOM also provided 2,500 packs of 
NFIs, such as sleeping mats, buckets, soap and cooking pots, as immediate relief. 
 
WASH: 
In Trincomalee District, Oxfam GB will coordinate with local authorities to provide 1,000 hygienic kits and water 
bowsering. The agency is also on standby to support garbage collection to prevent disease outbreaks. Oxfam is 
exploring options to meet a request by the National Water Supply and Drainage Board for 5,000 jerry cans. The water 
purification plants in Kiliveddy and Muttur have broken down and the Muttur Pradeshiya Sabha is bowsering in 
drinking water to affected communities. 
 
In Batticaloa District, World Vision has bowsered in 24,000 litres of water to four evacuation centres in Vakarai. UNICEF 
has supplied 60 drums of bleaching powder (50kgs) and water purification tablets (60 boxes). 
 
In Ampara District, UNOPS has four water bowsers on stand-by, ready for deployment as per needs. NRC informs that 
Kalmoday may need water bowsering. UNOPS is ready to restart well cleaning operations as soon as feasible.  
 
 

III. Humanitarian response  
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Health and Nutrition: 
WHO is supporting with surge capacity to the Ministry of Health to ensure medical response in Batticaloa, 
Polonnaruwa and Kalmunai, and is currently assessing urgent health needs in other areas.  
 
The Batticaloa Regional Directorate of Health Services (RDHS) states that mobile health clinics resumed in all areas on 7 
February, with MSF, World Vision, IOM and YMCA assistance. WHO and UNICEF continues to support procurement of 
human resources (medical doctors) and vehicles for the clinics. The Regional Epidemiologist (RE) reports that no 
significant outbreaks of communicable diseases have taken place, despite sporadic cases of dysentery (54), dengue 
fever (31), enteric fever (2), leptospirosis (1), encephalitis (1), chickenpox (4), meningitis (1), mumps (1), and A(HN1) 
(12 – subject to laboratory confirmation). The RE has activated a plan for disease control. WFP has agreed to provide 
Thriposha (supplementary food) for 37,500 beneficiaries in the Eastern Province. TDH is supporting evacuation of 
patients with emergency medical needs. The RDHS has requested UNICEF to provide support for blanket 
supplementary feeding for pregnant and nursing women, as well as children under five years.  
 
Education: 
In Trincomalee District, UNICEF is working with education authorities to assess structural damages to schools in the 
area. UNICEF is finalizing a package for students to replace lost school material.  
 
 
Coordination: 
UN agencies and partners continue to support local authorities in the affected districts in analyzing needs and 
coordinating delivery of assistance to communities. The DMC is heavily engaged but capacities are stretched. Several 
demining agencies have come forward to offer manpower assistance for distribution or other needs for the floods 
response, shelter construction etc. UNDP, OCHA, IOM, FAO and WFP have already deployed personnel and resources 
from other programmes to support government-led coordination. Government-led assessments, with partners’ 
support, are planned, as soon as conditions are favourable.  
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