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Human rights violations 
HR&JOs followed up this week the harassment of 
UPD-Zigamibanga party in Kayanza 
Commune/Province. They met with two UPD-
Zigamibanga party members who are currently 
detained at the Police de Sécurité Intérieure (PSI) 
holding cell since [22 sep.], on allegations of 
slandering the Head of State. HR&JOs also 
established that he police officer who killed a 
woman in Karusi Province in September is being 
prosecuted 

Following brutal attacks between 10 and 22nd 
September targeting albinos, which resulted in the 
murder of two girls and one man in Karusi and 
Ruyigi Provinces, the local authorities of Ruyigi 
Province gathered 18 albinos (mainly juveniles) in 
the chef-lieu. The albinos indicated they had been 
threatened by armed people who broke into their 
houses. During an ad hoc meeting convened by the 
Governor’s Office and intended for humanitarian 
organisations, HR&JOs were informed that, over the 
past few months, eight albinos had been killed in 
Burundi. Their body parts are reportedly sought by 
witchdoctors from Tanzania. Meanwhile, the Public 
Prosecutor sought the death penalty for two 
individuals arrested in connection with the murder of 
an albino on 10 September in Ruyigi Province.  

The HR&JD organised a three-day capacity building 
workshop from 6 to 9 October in Ngozi, in 
collaboration with the International Centre for 
Transitional Justice (ICTJ), intended for members of 
the Tripartite Steering Committee and the Technical 
Follow-up Committee in charge of national 
consultations on transitional justice. HR&JD also 
organised a two-day workshop from 8 and 9 
October in collaboration with the Vice-Ministry in 
charge of Human Rights and Gender. The 
workshop aimed at disseminating the 
recommendations of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW). HR&JOs also held sixteen awareness 
raising sessions in nine different provinces for 778 
participants including 360 men. HR&JOs further 
organised two workshops on criminal procedure in 
Muyinga and Kayanza provinces.  

The HR&JD continued training sessions on 
magistrates’ ethics for 167 participants, including 27 
women, of Ruyigi, Gitega and Mwaro jurisdictions.  

 

Repatriation and reintegration of 
Burundian refugees 
 
1. Statistics  
During the reporting period, 1,179 returnees arrived 
in Burundi from Tanzania through Makamba in three 
convoys. Among these returnees, two arrived 
spontaneously from Mtabila refugee camp and five 
from Ulyankulu and Katumba Old Settlement. 739 
are former 1972 refugees from Tanzania’s Old 
Settlements and 440 from Mtabila camp).  
 
Since the beginning of this year, a total of 80,575 
Burundian refugees have returned: 435 in January, 
1,991 in February, 8,377 in March, 6,675 in April, 
5,272 in May, 19,635 in June, 17,508 in July, 9,642 
in August, and 8,439 in September, and 2,601 so far 
in October. This figure includes the return of 20,587 
refugees from 1972, including 32 from 
villages in Kigoma region. 
 
2. The report on the Joint Assessment Mission 
in refugee camps released 
During the reporting period, the report on the Joint 
Assessment Mission (JAM) that took place from 15 
to 19 September in the refugee camps were 
released. The overall goal of the JAM was to assess 
the general life conditions in the Congolese refugee 
camps in Burundi. The Mission analyzed also other 
camp-related social conditions, including the impact 
of the presence of refugees in the host community 
and formulated recommendations for 2009 and 
2010. 

Assistance to Burundians expelled 
from Tanzania 
The Government project for the reintegration of war-
affected persons (PARESI) registered 76 
Burundians (38 families) expelled from Tanzania 
who arrived through the entry points of  Gisuru / 
Ruyigi Province 8 persons (7 families), Mishiha / 
Cankuzo Province 20 persons (9 families), Mabanda 
/ Makamba Province 23 persons (11 families) and 
Kobero / Muyinga Province 25 persons (11 families). 
 
Since 01 January, 6,149 expelled persons (2,555 
families) have returned to their home country
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Update on food aid distribution 
WFP distributed 170 tons of food reaching a total of 
14,453 beneficiaries It should be noted that only 
four activities were fully implemented due to pipeline 
breaks caused by regional exportation restrictions: 
Activities included  1) Health and Nutrition projects 
reaching 8, 262 beneficiaries (69 tons), 2) 
 Assistance to HIV/Aids programmes and Social 
centres reaching 768 beneficiaries (12 tons), 3) the 
repartiation programme distributed 78.5 tons for 4, 
935 returnees from Tanzania and 4) the refugee  
programme served 578 refugees in two camps 
with10 tons of food (The new arrivals to the Musasa 
camp) 
 
Extended School Feeding as part of response to the 
High food prices. As part of response to the soaring 
food prices WFP will be extending school feeding 
activities to additional areas including Muyinga, 
Kayanza and Ngozi involving  121,  000  children, 
based on main criteria of food insecurity, school 
attendance and return rates (from Tanzania). The 
government recently contributed USD 3 million to 
WFP for this purpose.  

The   Food   Security and Monitoring system data 
collection (FSMS) (countrywide) is underway since 
6 October.  Data collection ends by 18 November. 
All data collection is being carried out together with 
WFP cooperating partners in Burundi, countrywide.  

Sustainable Land Management training 
The  Food  for  Work  programme  has  conducted 
 a  technical training  on Sustainable  Land 
management (SLM) techniques in Gitega province 
between 7 and   9   October  2008.  The purpose of 
the training was to enhance participatory land 
management initiatives in Burundi. Representations 
from the Ministries of Agriculture and Livestock and 
of Environment and Public Works received a three 
days training to be able to train staff of the same 
Government organizations at colline and sub-colline 
level. Ultimately, it is planned to make about 24   
participatory project plans (3 plans per 
province) in 8 land degradation prone and severely 
food insecure provinces in the country. 

WFP training on what should be WFP's role in 
protection 
WFP  Headquarters  together  with  WFP  Burundi 
organised two trainings (in Bujumbura  and  Ngozi) 
 for  partners  and  WFP  staff  on  WFP’s  role  in 
protection.  What should be the role of (for instance) 
WFP food monitors regarding protection issues 
arising in the context of food distributions? How 

should they relate to actors with a protection 
mandate etc. Participants suggested the application 
of a so called “protection lens” (to prevent and 
address negative impacts of food assistance), to be 
mainstreamed throughout activities receive 
assistance. 


