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Situation Report # 4 – 12 May 2012 

 
This report is produced by the Resident Coordinator’s Office in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It 
covers the period from 07 to 12 May 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 18 May 2012.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Flash floods that affected the Union of Comoros left 4 people dead and an estimated 150 injured. 
• On 08 May, the Comoros experienced further heavy rains that led to flash flooding in the same 

regions that had been affected. People were temporarily displaced and were hosted by friends 
and family. Some families have returned home. No major damages reported. 

• 57,232 people have been affected and around 1,318 households (10,000 people) are still 
displaced and being hosted by friends and family. 

• UNDAC Team left the country and OCHA is continuing to support the UN Resident Coordinator 
and the UNCT in coordinating the response. 

• Relief items have started to arrive in Comoros.  Plans are underway to ship items destined for 
Anjouan and Moheli as well. 

• Sector-based working groups are meeting to prepare for in-depth assessments and put in place 
a system to monitor the current response. 

• The water supply in the capital Moroni has still not been restored.  High risk of cholera outbreaks 
due to the lack of potable water and sewage services makes WASH a critical priority sector. 

 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
On 08 May 2012, the whole territory of the Union of 
Comoros again experienced continuous torrential rains, 
causing heavy floods as well as landslides and 
rockslides in the same regions already affected: 
 
• Grande Comore: Bambao, Hambou and Mbadjini 

Est (east); 
• Anjouan:  Sima and Domoni;  
• Moheli:  Nioumachioi and Hoani. 
 
The UNDAC Team has completed its mission and left 
Comoros on 10 May 2012. The findings were presented 
at the UNCT meeting of 08 May and recommendations 
were given to Government and partners on coordination, 
assessment and information management. According to 
the UNDAC assessment, results show that a total of 
57,232 people have been directly affected by the floods:  
25,000 people in Anjouan; 17,232 people in Grande 
Comore and 15,000 people in Moheli. An additional 
80,000 people in Moroni and 3,900 in Misoutdje were 
indirectly affected by the broken water pumps that 
supply water to these communities. According to a Red 
Cross/Crescent assessment undertaken on 03 May 
2012, a total of 1,318 households continue to be displaced and are being hosted by friends and relatives. 
 
Humanitarian actors in-country have started receiving relief supplies and are planning to start the distribution 
early next week.  COSEP (the Gov’t response agency) is continuing to provide logistical support to all 
partners (transport and storage facilities).  

Map Sources: UNCS, Europa Technologies, DGPC. 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations. Map created on 1 May 2012.  
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Partners are continuing to monitor water sources to prevent water-borne disease outbreaks. There is a 
serious risk of a cholera outbreak, which has been previously endemic in Comoros, due to water shortages 
and poor sanitation particularly on Grande Comore.  Food security is another sector that requires immediate 
attention in order to ensure that affected farmers are supported through this period in areas where up to 80 
percent of their crops have been lost due to the flooding. 
 
Maps of the areas affected and response can be found on the following links:  
 
http://www.mapaction.org/deployments/depldetail/210.html  

 

 
All maps: http://mapaction.org/map-catalogue/maps.html?deployment_filter=210 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 EDUCATION 
 

Needs: 20 out of 45 Government schools have been seriously damaged in the affected regions (all three 
islands). Some communities have rented private or community buildings to enable students to continue their 
studies while others continue using the damaged building, putting children at risk.  In the most affected 
areas, communities moved school children to safe learning, centres such as private halls and community 
centres.  Private schools have not yet been assessed.  The Education sector working group is planning on 
carrying out  needs assessment once funds for the assessment have been secured.  In Anjouan, one of the 
schools seriously affected is used as an examination grading centre and as a result, the Ministry of 
Education is identifying another school for this purpose.  
 
Response: The Education sector carried out a rapid and in-depth assessment in the three islands. Local 
coordination mechanisms have been put in place to better coordinate the response. UNICEF provided two 
vehicles per island to help the local coordination mechanism. UNICEF also is in the process of procuring 550 
school kits for 22,000 school children. 
 
Constraints:  Logistical arrangements for shipping the consignments are yet to be finalized 
 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE AND NFI 
 
Needs: The affected people currently being hosted by friends and relatives need to be provided with NFIs. 
Following the upcoming multi-sectoral needs assessment, food distribution will need to resume. 

 
Response: 8,000 mosquito nets and other NFIs arrived and will be distributed throughout the islands of 
Anjouan, Moheli and Grande Comore from the week starting 14 May 2012.  COSEP is providing logistical 
support to ensure that the shipment arrives in Anjouan and Moheli on 12/13 May 2012. 
 

MapAction 

Map Reference 

Number 

Map Title  

MA001 Reference Map (as of 30 April 2012) 

MA005 Affected Area on Grande Comore 

MA006 Population of Affected Villages on Grande Comore 

MA007 Population of affected settlements on Anjouan (as of 25 April 2012) 

MA008 Population of affected settlements on Moheli (as of 25 April 2012) 

MA009 Affected Infrastructure on Grande Comore 

MA011 Response 

MA012 Reference Map (as of 03 May 2012) 

MA013 Anjouan Assessment information from 3rd May 2012 

MA014 Moheli Assessment information from 2nd May 2012 

MA015 Grande Comore, Situation du jour, 4 mai 2012 

MA021 Evaluation UNDAC 

MA022 Evaluation UNDAC 

MA023 Risques a cause d'une alimentation en eau polluee 
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Gaps & Constraints:  None reported 
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
 
Needs: Flood waters deposited large amount of rocks in agricultural lands in Grande Comore, destroyed 
crops.   These  need to be removed before any agricultural activity can resume.  According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, 9,597 families that rely on agriculture as a main livelihood are at risk of being food insecure for 
the coming months, since their mature crops were destroyed just before the harvest. In addition, 15,000 
chickens were lost and the areas affected require disinfecting to prevent the spread of disease.  
 
Response: The agriculture sector working group organized a national workshop on 09 May to draft the 
action plan for this sector. During the workshop, they prepared an assessment process and protocol to be 
finalized on 12 May 2012. It is planned that five teams will be sent to the three islands to carry out in-depth 
needs assessment before the end of May 2012. 
   
Gaps & Constraints:  Farmers in Anjouan will need to be provided food assistance until the next harvest. 
 

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 
Needs : The Health Centres in Grande Comore are now again operational but with limited capacity 
(equipment and medicine).  One of the main health centres which serves around 10,000 people does not 
have water and electricity. In Moheli, most village latrines (where available), had either been damaged or 
flooded, which has created sanitation problems.  Stagnant water in various affected villages may put the 
population at risk.  Blood samples of five suspected cases of dengue or chikungunya have been sent to 
Madagascar for laboratory tests.  Most of the data received so far is from only two out of 17 health centres.  
 
Response: The health sector working group is concerned about the need for continuing disease and 
epidemiological surveillance . The Indian Ocean disease surveillance and monitoring network is deploying a 
laboratory expert on dengue, chikungunia and diarrhoea to establish the surveillance system.  The sector 
had its first meeting on 10 May 2012.  UNICEF is in the process of contracting an NGO to implement their 
programme on hygiene. 
  
Gaps & Constraints: WHO Comoros has requested technical support from the UNCT Madagascar to help 

with response. 

 LOGISTICS   
 
The logistics sector working group had its first meeting on 10 May and is dedicated to improve coordination 
and response efforts.  
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE  
 
Needs: The local population in the affected villages do not have access to clean water as the main water 
pump station has been flooded which worsens hygiene and sanitation conditions, compounded by the 
seeping of underground water and collapsed latrines.  Hygiene Awareness campaigns in all affected regions 
needs to be further promoted and strengthened.  

 
Response: The sector is strengthening communication campaigns on safe drinking water in various villages 
where water is scarce, as well is managing the urgent provision of 2,800 WASH kits in affected villages in 
collaboration with local authorities.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: MAMWE (local Moroni water company) and UNICEF met this week to discuss the 
technical problem of water supply in Moroni.  Urgently required spare parts are expected to arrive in the next 
few weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 4 

 

IV. Coordination 

 
Daily meetings of all humanitarian actors and sectoral working group clusters are held at the COSEP offices 
to ensure synergy among humanitarian actors.  “Islamic Relief France” deployed two experts to identify the 
programme areas that they can support. They expressed their interest in NFIs and WASH interventions.  
 
The UNDAC Team presented the results of the rapid assessment undertaken in the 3 regions (islands) to the 
UNCT on 08 May 2012.  During the meeting, it was agreed that the UNCT would develop an early recovery 
plan instead of developing a flash appeal.  The early recovery plan will address the needs that were not 
covered in the CERF. 
 
On 10 May, education, WASH, health, logistics and agriculture had their first sector meetings to discuss the 
carrying out of in-depth assessment and coordination amongst members. On 12 May, the sectors will meet 
the “National Relief Management Committee” (Commission de gestion des aides aux sinistres) to strengthen 
coordination between COSEP, humanitarian actors and the Committee.  
 

V. Funding 

 
The UNCT and partners prepared a CERF request of US $ 2,300,000 to  cover the immediate needs of the 
affected population on the three islands.  The funds have now been approved and currently being disbursed 
to the implementing agencies.    
 
In addition to the contributions detailed in previous sitreps:   
  
JICA Madagascar is pledged to give NFIs and WASH kits to UNDP and UNICEF.  They are expected to 
arrive late next week. 
 
The African Union has contributed US $ 265,305 (contributed by locally represented embassies and 
international organisations).  The Indian Ocean Commission has pledged US $ 120,000 to support the 
Government of Comoros’s efforts in the response. 
 
The Rotary Club of Mauritius is planning to donate 100 standard boxes of water purification tablets and 
survival items and 200 water purification kits. Their donation will be channeled through UNICEF. 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
 
Comoros 
Mr Douglas Casson Coutts, UN Resident Coordinator in Comoros 
Email: douglas.coutts@one.un.org, Tel: +269 773 1025; +269 343 8493 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa  
Mr Francis Battal, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA ROSA 
Email: battal@un.org, Tel: +27 82 904 6127 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa:  
Ms. Noroarisoa Rakotomalala, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, OCHA ROSA 
Email: rakotomalala@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1423; +269 344 3957 (Comoros phone) 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa:  
Mr. Narciso Rosa-Berlanga, Desk Officer for Comoros, OCHA ROSA 
Email: rosa-berlanga@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1424 
 
 

 

 


