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  On 5 April 2007 Ramzan Kadyrov was inaugurated president of Chechnya. One should not expect any 

substantial changes of the political situation after this event; however, as R. Kadyrov has been de-facto leader of 

Chechnya for a long time before he was appointed head of Chechnya’s government a 

year ago. Throughout this year, the rivalry between Ramzan Kadyrov and President Alu 

Alkhanov has been an important factor affecting the developments in the republic. If 

viewed in isolation from other political realities, this rivalry may have been beneficial to 

the general political dynamics in Chechnya contributing to the effectiveness of 

governance. Therefore, as can be seen on the graph, and in spite of the persistence of 

conflictive events, the country stability has been strengthened under Kadyrov and is 

constantly on a relatively high level. Today, when Kadyrov lacks a balancing challenge, 

the question of potential influence that his team might have on the decision-making 

process in Chechnya causes great concern. It is noteworthy that the political rhetoric by 

the new head of the republic has changed dramatically. All the references to the “special status of the republic” have 

been put aside. R. Kadyrov now states that there is no need to proceed with signing the treaty on the division of 

jurisdictions between the federal centre and the republic. It is an important statement considering that the 

preparation of this treaty was the key component of the PR campaign marking the latest stage in the history of the 

Chechen Republic, since Ramzan’s father Akhmad Kadyrov came to power. R. Kadyrov’s position today is that “Russia 

is a great power and such treaties with subjects of the federation may weaken it”. His recommendation to all the 

subjects of the federation is to refrain from such practice of regulating the relations with the federal centre. Prior to 

his inauguration R. Kadyrov requested Chechen parliamentarians to “get rid” of any norms in the Chechen 

constitution (that was adopted in March 2003 under his father) which contradict the constitution of the Russian 

Federation. Soon, the Chechen parliament will have only one chamber formed by the general vote on the all-Russia 

parties’ lists. A clause on “sovereignty” of the republic will be removed. The Presidential oath has already been made 

on the Constitution of the Russian Federation only, without Koran or the Chechen Constitution. Once the most 

rebellious republic, Chechnya has now moved to the vanguard of the newest political and legal unification trends in 

Russia.  

 

 

 Chechen society is still in the transitional state from war to peace. It has become absolutely clear, nevertheless, 

that the population does not support armed insurgency any more. The new generation is orientated towards values of 

peaceful life, economic prosperity associated with successful business and career-making. The longings for a better 

life are firmly associated with R. Kadyrov’s figure – he fought for independence as a youth, followed his father’s 

choice to be on Russia’s side, and, avenging his father’s life, became the leader of Chechnya. According to Chechen 

tradition, this is a flawless life. Ordinary Chechens can see that R. Kadyrov depends on no one in the system of 

traditional clan relationships, leads the economic reconstruction of the republic, and protects Chechens living in other 

Russia’s regions.  Considerable funds allocated from the federal budget are indeed being spent on reconstructing the 

housing, facilitating the return of IDPs and normalizing their living conditions, as well as the construction of new 

houses, schools and hospitals.   

  It is also important that R. Kadyrov is the only guarantor of the amnesty program for ex-combatants that is 

being more or less successfully implemented in Chechnya. By the last amnesty deadline – 15 January 2007 – 

approximately 500 combatants willfully ceased armed resistance and returned to families. The amnesty process has 
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continued even after the deadline. Relatives of ex-combatants who have not participated in hostilities but did all they 

could do for their kin and, therefore, might have been prosecuted for supporting illegal armed groups, are also 

reintegrating into the peaceful life together with ex-combatants. Public disposition to “forgiving everything” is 

currently dominating in the Chechen society and Ramzan Kadyrov responds to it adequately.       

The program on facilitating the return of IDPs has entered a new phase. Last year approximately 7,000 IDPs 

returned to Chechnya including 89 people from Georgia. By early 2007 the total number of returnees reached over 

57,000 people. More than 50 temporary accommodation centers for IDPs were created as an interim measure. The 

authorities have recently begun activities aimed at closing the temporary accommodation centers and providing these 

people with proper housing through financing the reconstruction of destroyed homes or granting apartments.   

 

 

 In the security sphere the situation in Chechnya is far from normal. Armed clashes occur throughout the 

territory of the republic causing casualties among civilians and law enforcement personnel. There is a clear trend, 

however, towards the reduction in terrorism-linked crime. According to official statistics, the number of attacks has 

gone down by 80%. Abductions of people, nevertheless, continue to happen. At present, 2700 people are registered 

as missing or forcibly abducted in Chechnya; in 2004 153 people went missing, in 2005 – 108, and in 2006 – 54 

people.  There have already been some cases of abductions in the first quarter of 2007, but a decrease in the number 

of such cases is evident. According to different expert assessments, there remain approximately 450 members of 

illegal armed groups still operating in the republic in small-size groups. This number is also decreasing, while the 

armed groups are being isolated by support lines from the population that used to provide it in the past, increasingly 

being cut.  Last year, during the debates between president Alkhanov and prime-minister Kadyrov, the facts of human 

rights violations were discussed in a relatively open manner with few attempts at concealing them. Determined 

measures were taken to prevent such violations. It is during that time that cases of torture in Grozny interrogation 

centre and Chernokozovo prison camp became known. These cases appear to be related largely to the last remaining 

internal enmities that have grown in Chechnya in the years of war.  

 

 

 It is premature to assess economic performance indicators in Chechnya as the reconstruction of the economic 

infrastructure is still in progress. One can refer, however, to a booming construction industry as an example of revival. 

More than 1 bln rubles were spent on reconstructing the housing in the capital city of Grozny. The lack of skilled labor 

is addressed by inviting workers from neighboring republics. The airport in Grozny has been reconstructed and 

opened, which allowed operating regular passenger flights. 

 
 

 It appears that the above mentioned peace reconstruction trends will carry on in Chechnya. All the external 

and internal preconditions for that to happen are in place. The society is oriented to peaceful life and there is a leader 

trusted by the federal decision makers who is capable of implementing what is required. The potential for war in 

Chechnya has been fully exhausted in terms of material and ideological resources. Although violence and fierce 

political rivalries among influential Chechen actors will continue to happen in the near future, the overall trend 

towards pacification cannot be doubted. Furthermore, a rapid economic growth can be expected in Chechnya soon, 

which is going to be especially noticeable against the backdrop of the situation in the neighboring regions.   


