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Key Highlights  
 In April the third wave of COVID-19 continued in Pakistan with positive 

cases ranged from 5,234 on 1st April to 4,696 positive cases on 30th April 
2021. (https://covid.gov.pk/stats/pakistan) 

 Over 47.5 million people reached (over 4.2 million new) with messages 
on COVID-19 prevention and on access to services through UNICEF 
support. 

 Through UNICEF supported health sites, a total of 46,033 SAM children 
were admitted for Severe Acute Malnutrition treatment, 8,028 children 
were admitted during the reporting period. 

 Over 1.46 million people benefited from continuity of primary healthcare 
services at UNICEF supported health facilities, including 433,863 people 
during the reporting period. 

 Through UNICEF support, 84,224 parents, caregivers, children and 
individuals were reached with PSS through trained social workforce 
professionals. 

 Through UNICEF support 1,228,798 people (349,339 new) reached with 
handwashing behaviour change programme. 

  

UNICEF Appeal for 
Preparedness and Response  

US$ 55.73 million 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  

In 2021, UNICEF Pakistan needs US$ 55.73 million to support the in-country humanitarian response. To date, US$ 
14.12 million (17 per cent) have been received to provide humanitarian support in the country. Additional funds have 
been received from the Government of Japan to provide health services. A significant funding gap of US$ 46.28 million 
(83 per cent) persists to provide critical emergency services nation-wide. 

UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to Japan, Austrian Committee for UNICEF, Asian Development Bank, CERF 
Secretariat, CDC, World Bank, ECHO, Global Partnership for Education, Gavi -The Vaccine Alliance, Solidarity Fund, 
Standard Chartered, United Kingdom, United States along with all its public and private donors for their contributions. 
 
The Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2021 has been finalized and shared with the government; however, approval 
from the government is still pending. 
 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 
The Government has started imposing smart lockdowns in major high burden districts with most affected areas to be 
completely closed for two weeks as soon as positivity rate gets higher than 10 per cent, restricting the movement of the 
people within these areas and outside them. There is also a complete ban on gatherings of all kinds for social, religious 
or other purposes at any place, public or private, in these areas, with all types of marriage and banquet halls, community 
centres and marquees remaining closed. However, all medical services and daily commodities stores would remain 
exempt from these restrictions. 
 
There is a complete ban on all kinds of indoor gatherings, while outdoor gatherings with upper limit of 50 people is 
allowed. These bans are implemented in Islamabad, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Gujrat, Sargodha, Multan, 
Faisalabad, Bahawalpur, Muzaffarabad, Mirpur, Mardan and Nowshehra.  
 

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL OVERVIEW 

 
As of 30th April, there have been 825,519 confirmed cases, 90,553 active cases, 717,009 recoveries and 17,957 deaths 
reported. The highest number of these cases are in Punjab, followed by Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (detailed 
figures are given in map below. 
 

 
 
 
The graphs below show the incidence and deaths as well as tests and confirmed cases from the 27th February 2020 to 
30th April 2021.1 
 

 
1 WHO sitrep 1st May, 2021 

 
Confirmed cases 
across the country 
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Based on data from National Command and Operations Centre (NCOC)2, as of 29th April, Pakistan has conducted 
11,739,027 laboratory tests. In the month of April, the daily positive cases of COVID-19 reached around 5,000 plus. 
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) are currently the most affected provinces with daily positivity rates reaching up 
to 30 per cent in Mardan. 
 

 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine Updates: UNICEF has continued to support the Government of Pakistan to expand the cold chain 
capacity through the procurement of more than 144 refrigerators, 94 walk in cold rooms and almost 1,900 cold boxes 
and other cold chain appliances.  
 
In addition, UNICEF is providing continued support in operationalizing the RCCE plan including development of 
materials, advocacy, developing and strengthening partnerships, knowledge management, community engagement, 
promotion of positive behaviours and addressing misinformation, for the roll out of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
UNICEF in collaboration with the COVAX facility and the Government of Pakistan, is planning for COVAX vaccines 
supply monitoring as well as supporting all administrative and legal procedures. UNICEF is also negotiating pro bono 
arrangements for storage and handling of COVID-19 devices with shipping companies such as Dubai Ports (DP). 
 
UNICEF also supported the development of the National Vaccination Deployment Plan (NDVP) and the application 
through the COVAX facility. UNICEF is also supporting a call centre to collect information and provide feedback on 
COVID-19 vaccines and registration process. 

 
2 https://ncoc.gov.pk/  

Cities with high positivity Rate Week 23 March Week 28 March Week April 5 Week April 13 Week April 20 Week 25 April
Mardan 33% 36%
Peshawar 14.77% 21% 22% 22.70% 26% 25%
Hyderabad 6.47% 5% 6% 9.20% 13% 20%
Lahore 14.97% 18% 18% 18.48% 15% 19%
Bahawalpur 6.43% 7% 14% 12.80% 8% 18%
Multan 8.87% 11% 12% 12.32% 8% 18%
Nowshera 22% 18%
Swat 8.09% 16% 14% 14.45% 16% 16%
Faisalabad 14.06% 15% 15% 19.07% 9% 16%
Muzaffarabad 9.64% 14% 19% 14.82% 16% 15%
Rawalpindi 14.67% 17% 19% 13.03% 11% 13%
Quetta 3.84% 3% 6% 6.98% 9% 11%
Islamabad 8.94% 10% 12% 8.98% 9% 10%
Karachi 3.69% 4% 5% 5.07% 7% 10%
Gujaranwala 10.54% 14% 18% 17.90% 5% 9%
Abottabad 4.46% 4% 7% 8.87% 9% 9%
Gilgit 0.73% 9% 7% 4.73% 2% 6%
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So far following vaccines have been registered in Pakistan by the Drug Regulatory Authority (DRAP) and received in-
country: 
 

Vaccine Received date Name Quantities 
01-02-2021 Sinopharm 500,000 (Donation) 
15-02-2021 Sinopharm 220,000 (Army Donation) 
17-02-2021 Sinopharm 500,000 
31-03-2021 Cansino 60,000 
31-03-2021 Sinopharm 501,600 
02-04-2021 Sinopharm 498,400 
23-04-2021 Sinovac 500,000 
24-04-2021 Sinopharm 500,000 (Donation) 
25-04-2021 Sinopharm 1,000,000 

 
Vaccines in WHO Emergency Use Listing (EUL): 

• Pfizer: 31 December 2020 
• Covishield (AZ/SII) and AZ SK Bio 15 February 2021  
• Jansen (J&J): 12 March 2021 
• Sinopharm: 22 March 2021 

 

Until end of April, Pakistan has received: 
 3.72 million doses of Snopharm from China.  
• 60,000 doses of CanSinoBio  
• 500,000 doses of Corona Vac/Sino Vac 

The private sector has procured 50,000 doses of Sputnik V and is being administered at Rs. 12,500 for two doses of 
vaccine. 
 
AstraZeneca: Through the COVAX facility, a total quantity of 4,212,000 doses have been ordered for Pakistan and on 
the 30 March 2021, the COVAX Facility confirmed that Pakistan had been allocated 100,620 Pfizer doses, through the 
second round of allocations.  
 
Vaccination Updates: In Pakistan the COVID-19 vaccination started on the 3rd February 2021. The vaccination is being 
carried out in a phased manner with priority first given to frontline health/workers and senior citizens. After frontline 
health workers and people in older age group brackets during the month of April the vaccination registration has been 
also opened for people who are  above 40 or over 40 years old. 
 
Following is the trend on Vaccine Uptake until 20th April:  

 
 

Province Name Vaccination uptake 
Punjab 832,379 
Sindh 884,641 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 458,696 
Balochistan 241,153 
AJK 210,207 
Gilgit Baltistan 144,144 
Islamabad 108,291 
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Total fully vaccinated by 30th of April are 716,336 people whereas 874,852 remain partially vaccinated excluding the 
fully vaccinated eligible for second dose of vaccines. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 
1. Risk Communication and Community Engagement:  
 
Coordination: UNICEF continues to provide leadership, coordination and technical support to the Ministry of National 
Health Services Regulation and Coordination (MNHSR&C) and its RCCE partners. Both the National and UN RCCE 
task force teams were established in March 2020. These RCCE forums provide the strategic direction for RCCE efforts 
in the country. The UN task force team that includes 8 UN agencies, meet weekly, and the National RCCE Coordination 
Taskforce meets fortnightly with partners. In addition to coordination at the federal level, UNICEF is also co-lead in all 
provincial RCCE task-force teams, aiming to strengthen coordination, planning, monitoring and ensuring timely 
implementation at both provincial and district levels. 
 
Following the validation of the updated RCCE COVID-19 National Vaccine Deployment strategy, its associated 
operational plan and budget was also approved by the Director General of Health, to be used for advocacy and donor 
proposals. The frequently asked questions (FAQs) have been updated and translated into four local languages.  

Response:   

Evidence-based knowledge, understanding and planning: RCCE focus during this period covered three key areas: 
1) Ramadan preparations, 2) creating demand for COVID-19 vaccination, and 3) successfully completing a national 
RCCE response review.  

Based on lessons learned and RCCE recommendations from Ramadan 2020, the President of Pakistan convened a 
strategic meeting with influential federal and provincial religious leaders to discuss how they can best honour Ramadan 
while simultaneously ensuring that preventive SOPs are followed. The president encouraged leaders to use their 
influence to stimulate conversation in favour of adhering to the preventive SOPs, vaccination uptake, unity, and to lead 
by example. The President also introduced the national Ramadan guidelines with 20 enforceable action points3 that aim 
to minimize the spread of the disease during the holy month, which senior religious leaders and institutions agreed to 
abide by. An RCCE Ramadan strategy was also developed and shared widely with provinces to integrate into local 
Ramadan action plans. Sensitive issues and concerns from the public include general confusion over the permissibility 
of external vaccine injections while fasting, and excessive vaccine side effects while fasting.   

Large scale uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine by eligible citizens (above 50 years of age) has been well received, yet 
uptake remains lower than expected. Many people want to wait until after Ramadan, and others until a more effective 
vaccine arrives, while others express frustration over the registration process or locations that have been predetermined 
for each eligible person. In addition, the government remains sensitive on not creating too high a demand for the vaccine, 
while quantities remain limited. In addressing the slow uptake of vaccines, a geographically focused RCCE strategy was 
adopted that focuses on COVID-19 high-burden districts.   

During this period, a government led national RCCE review was organized on 8th and 12th April respectively. All provinces 
participated with representation from various government ministries, UN agencies, International NGOs and local CSOs. 
The review meeting allowed the RCCE task force and partners at federal and provincial levels to take stock of the 
progress and challenges during the past year, as well as to improve coordination among partners, and agree on a 

 
3 1. There would be no carpets in mosques and imam bargahs. People would be encouraged to bring own prayer mats. 2. 
Social distancing would be observed. 3. People would be advised to refrain from discussions in mosques. 4. Mosques which 
have compounds would hold prayers outside the building. 5. Elderly and sick people would not come to mosques. 6. 
Taraweeh preparations would be made only in mosque premises, not on roads. 7. People would be encouraged to offer 
Taraweeh at home. 8. Mosque floors would be washed with chlorine disinfectants. 9. Prayer mats would also be disinfected 
with chlorine mixture. 10 Congregational rows would be formed with a 6ft distance between worshippers. 11 Committees 
would be formed to ensure preventive steps are followed. 12. Ablution should be performed at home. 13. It would be 
necessary to wear masks at mosques. 14. No handshakes or hugs would be allowed. 15. Worshippers would refrain from 
touching their faces. 16. People would be encouraged to perform “aitekaf “at home. 17. No preparations for sehri and iftaari 
would be made in mosques. 18 Mosque administration to remain in contact with police and cooperate with them. 19. Mosque 
admin and police will ensure social distancing is maintained during prayers. 20. Government can review and change any 
part of its policy on mosques during Ramazan if these measures are not being followed or the rise in cases is exponential. 
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common national workplan. Recommendations made during the review include the need for improved coordination, 
better understanding of vaccine hesitancy, need to update educational materials and disseminate nationally, collect and 
analyse social and behavioural change information in all high-burden districts, accelerate awareness preparations for 
Ramadan and continuation of community engagement interventions. 
 
The Rural Support Programme Network and Pakistan Alliance For Early Childhood, two local CSO partners, continue to 
engage with high-risk districts and initiate community-led discussions with community and religious leaders, CSOs, 
authorities, teachers, Frontline Workers (FLWs), women, adolescents, and people with special needs (elderly, disabled), 
to promote adherence to COVID-19 preventive behaviours. During this reporting period, both CSOs reached over 1.7 
million people through mobile miking, mosque announcements and engaging key stakeholders such as religious leaders 
and youth groups. 
 
Religious leaders’ engagement: Through existing polio alliances and the health programme 88,286 religious leaders 
have been engaged and mobilized to promote the risk perception of the Corona virus, emphasize the importance of 
handwashing, use of mask and physical distancing as well as convincing other religious leaders on increasing risk 
perception. The religious leaders use the information provided, at least once a week, to talk to their followers during the 
Friday sermons and to make announcements in mosques with key preventive messages on COVID-19 as well as 
engaging in promoting messages on polio eradication and Essential Immunization (EI). 
 
Media, social-media, and production of educational materials (print/video): Television remains the primary source 
of trusted information in Pakistan, followed by national and private radio programs. During the month of Ramadan, there 
is a stronger focus on mass media to address sensitive topics on fasting and vaccination, as well as new guidance on 
how to minimize large crowds in mosques. Ramadan strategies being developed will also focus on broadcasting prayers 
through TV or Radio or online sessions as well as providing spiritual support and guidance remotely.  
 
On social media, Facebook remains top sharing platform, with over 22.5 million impressions, and 763,840 engagements. 
On Twitter, 272,814 impressions and 9,690 engagements, while on Instragram, 75,685 impressions, and 3,132 
engagements in April.  
 
In the month of April, UNICEF reposted three animated videos in Urdu regarding COVID-19 on UNICEF social media 
platforms. The videos focused on preventive measures, symptoms and physical distancing. Social media users were 
very responsive to these videos especially as the country is currently facing the third wave. These videos accounted for 
more than half of the month's total social media engagements. It was observed through the comments that people are 
generally tired of dealing with the pandemic. 
 
Seven new videos are being finalized that emphasize both humour, self-reflection, solidarity and real stories and 
testimonials from the population that express the gravity and threat of COVID-19 and are produced by famous directors, 
comedians and production agencies. Messages include safety, stigma, support, consequences, solidarity, cooperation 
in wearing a mask, testing, and keeping each other accountable for all preventive behaviours.  
 
Mobile vans, rickshaws and mobile floats continued to be used in 17 out of 27 high risk districts throughout the country. 
Additional support from the Polio teams were used to disseminate messages on the importance of respecting SOPs, 
vaccination uptake and testing. During the reporting period, 4,203,184 million at risk people have been reached with 
COVID-19 preventive messages with a total reach to 47.54 million during this year.  
 
Feedback Mechanisms: The Polio helpline, now also used for COVID-19 purposes, responded to nearly 8,500 calls 
on a daily basis. The helpline has shown to have been a very effective tool to build trust between the population, the 
government and partners. It also informs callers on how they can register for the vaccine, information on eligible citizens, 
and vaccination locations. The helpline also provided critical information on where they can get tested and/or get 
treatment for COVID-19. The total number of calls responded during the reporting period are 456,000 and 844,992 
during this year. 
 
Gaps and Challenges: The population expressed significant interest for this first vaccine. The arrival of the COVID-19 
vaccine continues to overshadow the importance of continuing to observe COVID-19 SOPs and promoting preventive 
behaviours. It is perceived as if the vaccine has already ended the pandemic in Pakistan.  The vaccine registration 
process is mostly promoted through the national helpline; however, complaints continue regarding the choice of 
vaccination sites as they are often not within proximity of vaccine-eligible persons, creating anxiety as the process 
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remains unclear, technology-driven and ever-changing. RCCE teams continued to promote positive testimonials and 
experiences by others who have been successfully vaccinated. Modes of communication include media, social media 
platforms and community engagement interventions through CSOs. Without promoting any specific vaccine, the 
campaigns aimed to inform the population about who are eligible during the 1st and 2nd phases of vaccination, as well 
as the registration process. The campaign also included advocacy and briefings with key influencers and religious 
leaders at both federal and provincial levels. The RCCE team strengthened the knowledge management cell and 
updated the FAQs.  
 
Partnerships: UNICEF is working with the federal and provincial governments as well as implementing partners which 
include: WHO, UNHCR, UNDP, FAO, UNAIDS, UNESCO, UNODC, UNWOMEN, UNFPA, UN HABITAT, UNRC, WFP, 
ICRC, PRCS, GRASP/ITC, Digital Pakistan, UNILEVER, Daraz.pk, Zong4G, AKF, HANDS, Pakistan Medical 
Association, Rural Support Programme Network (RSPN), Pakistan Alliance for Early Childhood (PAFEC). 
 

2. Infection Prevention and Control: 
  
Coordination: UNICEF Pakistan aligned its COVID-19 IPC/WASH response with UNICEF global guidelines for 
emergency prevention and control of the disease and resilience-building against future outbreaks. UNICEF worked in 
close collaboration with the government, WHO and other sector partners (CSOs).  
 
UNICEF advocated and supported the Ministry of Climate Change (MOCC) to convene WASH partners coordination 
meetings at the Federal level, while the provinces also held regular WASH partners coordination meetings in 
collaboration with the provincial departments. WASH sector coordination meetings at federal level brought together over 
70 organizations and government representatives from all the provinces. The same support was extended to the 
departments of local government in the four provinces to hold similar coordination meetings on weekly basis. All 
participating organizations regularly report their progress through the 4Ws matrix, ensuring effective coordination and 
efficient use of resources by avoiding duplication. 
 
 Response: UNICEF is implementing WASH/IPC interventions across the country, focusing its efforts in 20 of the 27 
high burden districts. UNICEF rehabilitated and installed WASH facilities which included Ultraviolet (UV) water filters, 
toilets and handwashing stations in 98 Healthcare Facilities (HCFs), including 13 HCFs in the reporting period (Sindh: 
33, KP: 2, and Balochistan: 63). More than 323,841 people (new 144,841) gained access to safe drinking water and 
sanitation facilities in these HCFs contributing towards reducing the risk of COVID-19 infection among the healthcare 
workers. 
 
UNICEF utilized existing WASH programmes such as Clean and Green Pakistan and communication networks of 
volunteers for hygiene promotion and supporting RCCE efforts. Given the travel restrictions, UNICEF used digital and 
social media platforms to engage with communities, including with religious leaders in hygiene promotion. To promote 
handwashing by the public as one of the critical COVID-19 prevention and control measures, UNICEF supported the 
fabrication and installation of 957 handwashing stations placed at strategic points in cities and communities enabling 
over 2.2 million people (new 0.4 million) to wash hands properly. Over 1,228,798 people (new 349,339) have been 
supported with hygiene promotion services including COVID-19 prevention and control information.  
 
UNICEF supported the training of 1,936 frontline sanitary workers and health workers (new 783) on WASH/IPC in 
HCFs and high-risk communities and reached 279,266 children (of which 162,071 are new, consisting of 82,656 girls 
and 79,415 boys) in 467 schools, including 327 new schools in the reporting period (KP: 331, Balochistan: 28, Sindh: 
108) with WASH/IPC services.   
 
Gaps and Challenges: Due to limited resources, UNICEF focused mainly on handwashing in public places, schools 
and HCFs. However, providing handwashing stations and soap to vulnerable households could have had a significant 
positive impact. Due to funding gap UNICEF is not providing support at the community level.  
 
Partnerships: UNICEF worked with the federal and provinc ial governments as well as with implementing partners 
including: AKF, IRP (Islamic Relief Pakistan), HANDS, SRSP, WASA Lahore, WSSC Swat, WSSC Abbottabad, WSSP, 
Peshawar, BRSP, Unilever and DFID, WHO, UNFPA and UN-Habitat. 
 

3. Psychosocial Support and Child Protection:  
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Coordination: The Protection sector including child protection and GBV sub sectors are functioning and regularly 
coordinating COVID-19 response at the national as well as provincial level.  Likewise, meetings of provincial Child 
Protection sub working groups are regularly taking place. In Sindh, first technical working group meeting for development 
of Child Protection Case Management and Referral System (CPCMRS) was also organized, the meeting aimed to 
provide the forum for participation of all the stakeholders for ensuring their input in the development of CPCMRS. This 
will be part of CP system development and will be available to respond in cases of humanitarian crisis as well. 
 
Response: UNICEF and its partners have trained a total of 5,360 social workforce professionals (3,368 women 
and 1,992 men) have been trained in psychosocial support and stigma prevention in all provinces through package 
developed by UNICEF, including 925 trained during the reporting period (669 women and 256 men in Sindh, KP and 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK).   
 
A total of 224,530 parents, caregivers, children and individuals (37,023 girls, 36,657 boys, 75,555 women, 75,295 men) 
received Psychosocial Support and Services (PSS) by trained social workforce professionals in Punjab, KP, Sindh, 
Balochistan, GB and AJ&K with 84,224 reached within the reporting period (Punjab: 78,805, KP: 2,321, Sindh: 2,119, 
Balochistan: 640 and AJ&K: 339). This includes 47,927 Individuals (5,370 girls, 9,775 boys, 16,742 women and 16,040 
men) who received specialized counselling sessions in Punjab, KP and Balochistan. 
 
Messages on stigma and violence against children reached 7,565,701 additional people during the reporting period 
increasing the total reach to 8,119,743 people. The total number of children who received child protection services 
supported by UNICEF in Sindh and Balochistan has reached 2,059 children (684 girls, 1,375 boys), this includes 883 
children (310 girls and 573 boys) who received child protection services during the reporting period. 
  
Gaps and Challenges: Implementation has been affected as a result of the third wave of COVID-19 with Government 
offices operating with a 50 per cent attendance, restricted mobility and compliance to SOPs also affecting field 
monitoring visits as well as arranging coordination meetings with counterparts. Due to the third wave and high positivity 
rate, some higher-level government officials were also infected with COVID-19 which caused some delays in 
implementation.  
 
Partnerships: UNICEF continued to work with the Federal and Provincial Governments as well as implementing 
partners in all provinces and territories. In Punjab, partnership with national CSOs including PAHCHAAN, Centre for 
Clinical Psychology (CCPSY), Social Welfare Department and Health Department were continued throughout the period 
to implement CP Response Plan to COVID-19. In Sindh, partnership with the Social Welfare Department has been 
strengthened to reach more vulnerable women, men, girls and boys to focus on High Burden districts which also includes 
South Karachi and Central Karachi. A new partnership is also in pipeline to reach the affected populations with COVID-
19 prevention messages, MHPSS and messages on vaccines with the health section through FM radio. 
 

4. Health:  
 
Coordination: As a member of the national and provincial level coordination, UNICEF is working closely with 
MNHSR&C, Provincial Health Departments, UN, Development partners, Academia and CSOs in the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Response: UNICEF is supporting the Provincial and Regional health departments to ensure continuation of essential 
primary health care services including immunization, Ante-Natal Care (ANC), Post-Natal Care (PNC), delivery services, 
childcare and curative care for adults in 136 targeted health facilities reaching 433,863 people during the reporting 
period (Balochistan: 5,605; Sindh: 257,744; KP: 5,629; Punjab: 159,885) with a total reach of 1.47 million people. 
Measles immunization reached a total of 24,080 children under one year old (Balochistan: 1,619; KP: 16,329; Sindh: 
1,230; Punjab: 4,902) during the reporting period with a total of 45,594 children vaccinated against measles in the 136 
UNICEF supported health facilities to date. UNICEF has provided basic PPEs (gloves, sanitizers and masks) to 6,916 
frontline health workers during the reporting period (Sindh:5,780; KP: 700) and reached a total of 14,960 frontline 
workers in 2021. 
 
UNICEF-supported IPC training reached 6,825 frontline health workers in total with 1,161 health workers trained during 
the reporting period. UNICEF supported the training of 2,141 frontline health workers and community volunteers on 
COVID-19 and case identification and referral of suspected cases with 1,490 trained during the reporting period (Punjab: 
40, KP: 78). Clinical Management of Children with COVID-19 training was provided to 609 Paediatricians & Family 
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Physicians during the reporting period (Balochistan: 105, KP: 71, Sindh:309) with a total of 1,323 paediatricians trained 
in 2021. 
 

Gaps and Challenges: The shortage of oxygen concentrators in public hospitals specially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 
coming up as a challenge. UNICEF has mobilized field teams to provide the oxygen concentrators to the hospitals. 

Partnerships: GAVI, MoNHSRC, Federal and Provincial EPI and provincial and regional health departments and the 
National EOC on polio. Health Service Academy, Pakistan Pediatric Association, Pakistan Medical Association, Public 
Health Association, Family Physician Association of Pakistan, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, SARHAD (a CSO), PHC Global, 
Aga Khan Foundation and Agha Khan Development Network, in GB and Health Services Academy, Premier Advertisers, 
for COVID-19 pandemic response.  
 

5. Nutrition:  
 
Coordination: Sector coordination continued under the joint leadership of the Government of Pakistan and UNICEF. 
To coordinate and oversee the nutrition response to the COVID-19 pandemic, a total of 6 meetings of Nutrition Working 
Group (NWG) took place during this period, 2 at National and 4 at the sub-national level (Punjab: 2, Sindh: 1, and 
Balochistan: 1).  
 
Under the leadership of Ministry of National Health Services Regulations and Coordination (MoNHSR&C) and through 
the platform of National Nutrition Working Group (NNWG) the first edition of Nutrition Bulletin 2021 was released.  
 
Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) in Emergencies capacity assessment review using the Global Nutrition Cluster 
Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies (GNC IYCF_E) tool was carried out under the leadership of 
MoNHSR&C. The review provided an opportunity to review its IYCF response in emergencies, including during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This has resulted in the formulation of IYCF Technical Working Group work plan to work around 
the identified gap areas. 
  
UNICEF Response: A total of 3,016 UNICEF supported nutrition sites, provided nutrition services (Punjab: 1,720, Sindh: 
994, KP: 120, and Balochistan: 182). Around 163,579 (boys: 80,221; girls: 83,358) children of 6-59 months screened 
for malnutrition using Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) at nutrition sites (Balochistan: 24,223 and KP: 139,356) 
and a total of 46,033 SAM children (boys: 20,422 and girls: 25,611) 6-59 months of age have been enrolled for Severe 
Acute Malnutrition (SAM) treatment with 8,028 enrolled during this reporting period (boys: 3,584; girls: 4,444) 
(Balochistan: 2,467; KP: 3,296 and Sindh: 2,265). A total of 111,317 children of 6-59 months of age (boys: 55,008; girls: 
56,309; Balochistan: 24,868; KP: 86,449) received Multi-Micronutrient Supplementation (MMS) with 34,193 children 
(boys: 16,805; girls: 17,388) reached during this reporting period (Balochistan: 7,871 and KP: 26,322). 
 
With UNICEF’s support, counselling on IYCF practices in the COVID-19 context through Lady Health Workers (LHWs) 
and other community-based networks conducted in the community and reached a total of 431,388 pregnant and lactating 
women & caregivers with 65,988 reached during the reporting period (Balochistan: 30,455; KP: 24,225 and Sindh: 
11,308). Through social media (Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram and Twitter), 5,422 viewers were reached in Punjab 
and KP.  
 
Gaps and Challenges: The nutrition services in KP settled districts are experiencing a shortage of supplies (RUTF) 
especially in the COVID-19 high risk districts of KP. Funding constraints to support nutrition services in the NMDs will 
lead to closure of 74 nutrition sites by 30th June, 2021. UNICEF Pakistan Office however is continually advocacating 
with donors is this regard.  
 
Partnerships:  To respond to COVID-19 UNICEF is working with MoNHSR&C, Provincial Health Departments, Ministry 
of Planning Development and Reform, WFP, WHO, Nutrition Development Partners, CSOs UN SUN networks, NDMA, 
PDMA, Pakistan Paediatrics Association, and Pakistan Gynaecologist Association. 

 
6. Education: 
 

Coordination: UNICEF is working in close coordination with federal, provincial education ministries/departments, 
humanitarian organizations, UN and development partners for continuation of learning during the on-going schools’ 
closure. Schools are closed in all provinces and areas of Pakistan until Eid, while in KP province schools are closed in 



  
 

10 
 

28 districts out of 35 districts. As per NCOC decision there will be no examination till 15th June. O-A level exams are 
cancelled and will be held in Oct-Nov 2021. 
 
The National Education sector working group meeting was held on 7th April 2021, in which it was agreed to update the 
“Who is doing What and Where” (4Ws) matrix for the first quarter of 2021 and the development of preparedness 
response plan for 2021 was also discussed. In Sindh, the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Working Group meeting was 
held on 5th April, key decisions included (I) convening donors/partners meeting for technical support and funds 
mobilization for COVID-19 response (II) develop Radio and TV package for continuity of learning (III) convene meeting 
of newly established Provincial Monitoring Committees on Digital Learning.  
 
Response: UNICEF is working with national and provincial education authorities for safe operation of schools through 
roll out of the guidelines, SOPs and use of corresponding training manuals/packages. 261 teachers and education 
officers (149 women) accessed training in safe reopening and operations of schools during the reporting period reaching 
8,956 (3,688 women) since the beginning of the year. Mental Health and Psychosocial Support training reached 261 
teachers and education officers (149 women accessed training on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support during the 
reporting period, taking the total numbers of teachers/officials trained to 4,641 (women: 2,425).   
 
To encourage the continuity of learning, during the reporting period, an additional 17,466 parents were reached with 
messages through SMS and different social media platforms increasing total reach to 288,064 parents. The celebrity 
video with ten famous celebrities who endorsed the continuity of learning and adherence to SOPs was shared via 
UNICEF social media platforms and WhatsApp. The video managed to reach out to 36,178 people (Impressions 33,074 
and Engagements 3,104) via UNICEF social media. 
 
Gaps and Challenges: Limited resource allocation and programmes to mitigate learning losses and for Safe School 
Operations (including IEC material, health and hygiene supplies, WASH facilities). Low adherence to SOPs in schools 
due to low-risk perception (parents and students don’t see it as threatening). UNICEF have added prevention messages 
in Continuity of Learning campaign materials, using multiple channels like radio WhatsApp etc. to reach 
stakeholders, SMCs are also being used to send this message across. In some provinces SMCs are using funds to buy 
masks and other materials for safe operations in schools.  
 
Partnerships: Ministry of Federal Education, Provincial Education Departments, Indus Resource Centre, Knowledge 
Platform, Microsoft, Viamo and SABAQ Foundation.  
 

Adolescent and Youth Development and Participation  
 
Coordination: UNICEF in partnership with the local partner, School of Leadership Foundation (SOLF), is successfully 
running Phase 2 of the "Coping with Corona" campaign, engaging adolescents aged 13 - 19 years in the COVID-19 
response. During April, the focus was on: 1) Strengthening the capacities of adolescents to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 infection, to themselves, their families, and communities; 2) Adherence of the COVID-19 SOPs during the 
month of Ramadan; 3) Communication around Vaccine and 4) Celebrating the International Earth Day 2021. 
  
Response: In April, two UNICEF adolescent ambassadors went live on Suno FM 89.4 radio channel, and shared their 
experience of Coping with Corona Campaign. The overall listenership of the session was more than 1.2 million and was 
viewed by over 2,000 people on Facebook. SOLF pushed out video animations in Urdu and English on COVID-19 SOPs 
for schools, handwashing, which reached more than 20.2 million users through various digital platforms including 
UNICEF’s social media. SOLF also posted videos by five Instagram influencers on vaccine acceptance and encouraging 
parents/grandparents to register for the vaccine. There has been a Facebook group competition on raise four fingers to 
fight Coronavirus (mask, vaccine, handwashing, and social distancing). The competition received over 100 videos from 
adolescents and the best 5 videos were selected. An animated video on the correct steps for handwashing was shared 
on the social media platforms reaching over 200,000 people.  
 
SOLF shared a poll across social media asking adolescents whether they have registered their parents and 
grandparents for the COVID-19 vaccination with 60 per cent responding with a no and 40 per cent with a yes. Following 
this poll, UNICEF was also able to share a post encouraging adolescents and young people to register their 
parents/grandparents for the COVID-19 vaccine. For Ramadan, UNICEF has aligned bloggers and influencers to share 
content around the SOPs to be followed during Ramadan such as disinfecting groceries, wearing a mask to the mosque 
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and taking your prayer mat, discouraging Iftar gatherings, and so on. So far, the Ramadan campaign #SafeRamadan 
has reached out to over 70,000 people across the social media.  
  
As part of the Coping with Corona Campaign, UNICEF celebrated International Earth Day by engaging young climate 
activists and posting inspiring videos from them on social media. From the COVID-19 perspective the Earth Day was 
also focused on disposal of masks/gloves, also on, how earth can be protected from pollution during pandemic 
(including: air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution, etc). There was a Facebook group competition where 
adolescents and young people sent photos and videos highlighting small acts they have done to tackle climate change, 
with six winners being selected. SOLF also included the COVID-19 aspect for Earth Day where a young doctor was 
engaged to share a video on the importance of disposing of masks properly to save the environment from pollution and 
the spread of the infection which reached out over 65,000 people on the digital platforms. There has been an open call 
for submissions, where young activists from around the country were encouraged to share their achievements and work 
in the field of climate change. The overall earth day campaign reached nearly 360,000 people on digital platforms. 
 
For a wider outreach of the campaign, with the support of SOLF, UNICEF also designed and aired character-based 
radio public service messages aimed at children/adolescents on leading FM radio channels across Pakistan focusing 
on Ramadan SOPs and Messages around Vaccine. Additionally, radio messages on the third wave are live across 
Pakistan in Urdu, Saraiki, and Pushto and have reached over 3.5 million people so far.  
 
Partnerships: School of Leadership Foundation (SOLF).  

  

Supply and Procurement Services  
 
Procurement is ongoing for COVID-19 related supplies from the USD15 million Pandemic Emergency Financing (PEF) 
World Bank fund allocated to Pakistan.  
 
The 250 oxygen concentrators and accessories procured from PEF funds were distributed to the provinces of Punjab 
(495), Sindh (246), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (169), Azad Jammu and Kashmir (20), Gilgit-Baltistan (36) and Baluchistan 
(27) by mid-April. UNICEF is delivering directly to the health facilities that will utilise the equipment, to ensure it reaches 
the beneficiaries as quickly as possible. Remaining 334 oxygen concentrators are now under customs clearance and 
will be distributed to health centres with associated accessories as soon as they are received into UNICEF warehouse.  
All COVID-19 related testing supplies worth approximately USD 11 million have also been received in the country and 
are currently under distribution from National Institute of Health (NIH) Islamabad warehouse to the provinces.  The only 
supplies outstanding for delivery against the PEF funds are 6,000 surgical caps, which are expected to arrive in Pakistan 
before the end of April. 
 
The 23 ultra cold chain (UCC) freezers procured to enhance the cold chain capacity within Pakistan arrived in country 
on 4 March 2021. All UCC equipment along with the required generator sets and air conditioners have been delivered 
to all sites.  21 UCC have been fully installed and are operational and another 2 UCC are pending installation in Karachi, 
as EPI needed to undertake minor construction works to enable the UCC to be installed in the allocated location.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  
 
NATIONAL COORDINATION 
 
The National Security Committee, chaired by the Prime Minister, established a National Coordination Committee (NCC), 
to formulate and implement a comprehensive strategy to stop the transmission of the virus and mitigate its 
consequences. The NCC established the National Command and Operating Centre (NCOC) to synergize and articulate 
a unified national effort to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, and to implement NCC’s decision. It also designated the 
National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) as the leading operational agency. In each province, the Chief Ministers 
have convened task forces to coordinate the response, with the Provincial Disaster Management Agencies (PDMA) as 
the leading provincial operational agency. Furthermore, the Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) at the National Institute 
of Health (NIH) has been activated as an Incident Command and Control Hub. A technical working group with three sub 
committees for RCCE, supply/cold chain and vaccine logistic and surveillance of Adverse Event Following Immunization 
(AEFI) have been established at Federal EPI. They report weekly on the readiness level to deputy director program at 
MoH  
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UNICEF contributed to the development of the National Vaccine Deployment Plan (NVDP), prioritization of eligible 
populations for vaccination and application for COVAX vaccines exercise, National Immunization Technical Advisory 
Groups (NITAG) and National Interagency Coordination Committee (NICC).  
 

 
UN COORDINATION  
The UN in Pakistan has established a Crisis Management Team (CMT) comprising of: WHO; UNICEF; WFP; UNHCR; 
UNFPA; IOM; UNOCHA; UNDP; UNAIDS; DSS and the RC which meets every Friday. For COVID-19 vaccine 
introduction, together with national authorities, WHO, World Bank and donors, UNICEF is part of the country Technical 
working group and sub committees on cold chain/vaccine logistics and RCCE. UNICEF is supporting the planning for 
cold chain and vaccine need assessment and procurement, as well as RCCE.  
 

UNICEF’s Response Strategy 
UNICEF Pakistan is working through a multipronged response strategy which includes: (1) public health response to 
COVID-19, (2) continuity of essential services and (3) mitigation of the socio-economic impact of COVID-19. To support 
breaking the current chain of transmission, the public health response is focused on the 17 high burden cities most 
affected with the highest number of new COVID-19 cases and high case test positivity rates since March 2021 – the 3rd 
wave of COVID-19 in Pakistan. 

Public health response to COVID-19 

 Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) to provide timely and accurate information to 
families and communities and promote behaviour to reduce risk and limit transmission during the second wave 
of COVID-19 cases. For the third wave response, particular focus will be given to adapt according to the 
epidemiology and leverage four platforms including 1) Civil society (prioritizing AJK and GB), 2) Religious 
leaders’ engagement and mobilization, 3) Polio Networks mobilizing the community-based volunteers and 4) 
Youth Groups to be engaged for peer-to-peer awareness. 
 

 Infection prevention and control (IPC) through (a) Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) support to targeted 
primary health facilities, quarantine and isolation centres and in the communities and (b) protection of frontline 
health workers. 
 

 COVID-19 Vaccine introduction and Deployment:  UNICEF as a member of technical working group is 
providing support for preparation of COVID-19 vaccine, procurement and deployment including risk 
communication and awareness raising as well as support for cold chain. UNICEF is also part of the COVAX 
consortium comprised of GAVI, WHO, CEPI and UNICEF that is supporting Pakistan in the scale up of the 
COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

 Procurement services in support of the Government to ensure timely sourcing and availability of quality 
essential medical supplies and personal protective equipment (PPE). 
 

 Psychosocial support (PSS) to ensure children and families of cases and contacts affected by COVID-19 are 
provided with appropriate care and psychosocial support, and for stigma prevention. 

Continuity of essential services 

 Continuity of education and learning to ensure teachers, parents and students are informed about COVID-
19, continuity of learning and facilitate safe reopening of schools and learning education institutions. 
 

 Building resilient primary healthcare system for managing mild cases and referral of severe cases with the 
aim to strengthen primary healthcare (PHC) system and ensure continuity of life saving basic health services 
like MNCH and immunization. 
 

 Essential nutrition support for vulnerable children and families with the aim to ensure access to 
promotional, preventive and curative nutrition services to people affected by and people at risk of Coronavirus 
infection, with a focus on nutrition vulnerable groups. Nutrition Emergency:  Similar approach is to be adopted 
to ensure nutrition services in selected high burden malnutrition districts. It is also important to note that UNICEF 
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in partnership with Government will functionalize nutrition facilities across country by making them safe through 
provision of PPEs and thus will leverage recourses of Government and secure same services for children with 
malnutrition. 

 

 

Mitigation of the impact of COVID-19 

 Advocacy through (a) parliamentary engagement on child sensitive budgeting; (b) national and provincial 
advocacy, including joint advocacy with other UN agencies and partners, in support of the COVID-19 socio-
economic impact framework and plan, and (c) implementation of the UNICEF Pakistan Advocacy plan 
‘Response and Recover’ to COVID-19.  

 

 Evidence generation on (a) multi-dimensional child poverty analysis to influence policy action and allocations, 
(b) development of Nutrition Sentinel Surveillance system to provide routine information on nutrition and inform 
policy and programme action and (c) VAC study to identify and respond to violence against children due to the 
COVID-19 response. 

 

 Systems Development: (a) Continuing engagement in the finalization of the Universal Health Benefit Package 
and tools that are COVID-19 sensitive, (b) Education sector analysis and planning, (c) provision of alternative 
care for children without parental / family care and (d) positioning of civil registration and vital statistics (CVRS) 
in the context of COVID-19. 

 

 Social Protection: Technical / advisory support (studies) to the emergency cash transfer scheme on children 
to inform medium term policy action on child-sensitive social protection programme in Pakistan. 

 

Human Interest Stories and External Media  
 
In April, UNICEF continued its communication campaign to promote adherence to SOPs and vaccination registration. 
UNICEF updated three animated videos in Urdu informing people on COVID-19 symptoms, key preventive behaviours 
and physical distancing, which were posted on the MoNHSR&C and UNICEF channels. UNICEF continued to implement 
the second phase of its national ‘Coping with COVID’ campaign which targets adolescents age 13-19 year on social 
media and encourage them to take action in their communities to reinforce adherence to COVID-19 SOPs, including at 
school; promote mental health; and prevent abuse and violence. Moreover, UNICEF produced more content as part of 
the Pak Youth Diaries, in which adolescents and young people call on their peers to promote adherence to COVID-19 
SOPs and mental health. 
 
UNICEF also posted content on the launch of the Child Development’s Index as part of UNDP’s National Human 
Development Report at the Prime Minister Office. UNICEF Marked World Water Day by supporting a webinar organized 
by the Ministry of Climate Change; with a series of video messages from adolescent age 9 to 17 who are taking action 
against climate change in their communities; and with a series of social media posts adapted from global toolkits and 
reminding people that handwashing with soap is a key preventive measure against COVID-19. 
 
LINKS 

Three videos on COVID-19 SOPs: https://bit.ly/2QmVMqF https://bit.ly/2Po9zww https://bit.ly/32JCIp1 

‘Coping with Corona’ campaign:  
https://bit.ly/3vfCd24 https://bit.ly/3gzqtU4 https://bit.ly/32JCezd 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefpakistan/videos/205445940930954 

Pak Youth Diaries- COVID_19: https://www.facebook.com/unicefpakistan/videos/719243602105198 

Canadian High Commission visit to KPMD: https://bit.ly/32Juugw 
Story on non-formal education in Balochistan: https://www.unicef.org/pakistan/stories/pleasant-surprise-children-
return-killi-shaikhan-school 
Child Development Index launch: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Pakistan/status/1379439621721972736 
World Water Day: https://bit.ly/3tSDjQW 
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Next SitRep: 1st June, 2021 
 

 

Annex A 

Summary of 2021 Programme Results  
 

  UNICEF and Operational partners Task Force /Sector 

Sector Target* Gender Results 
Change since 

last report 
▲▼ 

Target Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (C4D) 

People engaged through social 
media    

550,000 Total 791,528 763,840▲       

People reached (through national 
Media channels) with messages (on 
COVID-19 prevention and) on access 
to services 

75,000,000* Total 47,540,000 4,203,184▲       

# of at-risk populations reached 
through community engagement 
activities. 

16,000,000 Total 12,142,104 2,540,551▲       

# of callers through the national 
Helpline who shared relevant 
concerns, received clarifications, and 
provided feedback.  

3,000,000 Total 844,992 456,000▲       

Infection Prevention and Control (WASH) 

People reached with handwashing 
behaviour change programmes 

1,001,038* 

Males  602,111 186,285▲ 
TBD  

602,111 186,285▲ 

Female  626,687 163,055▲ 626,687 163,055▲ 

Total 1,228,798 349,339▲ 1,228,798 349,339▲ 

Children accessing appropriate water, 
sanitation and hygiene facilities and 
hygiene services in learning facilities 
and safe spaces. 

72,000 

Boys 136,840 74,727▲ 

TBD  

136,840 74,727▲ 

Girls  142,426 87,344▲ 142,426 87,344▲ 

Total  279,266 162,071▲ 279,266 162,071▲ 

# of health facilities provided with 
essential WASH services.  

200 Total 98 13▲ TBD  98 13▲ 

# of community sites with 
handwashing facilities in the affected 
areas. 

800* Total  957 0▲ TBD   957 0▲ 

Psychosocial Support and Child Protection 

Children and caregivers accessing 
mental health and psychosocial 
support. 

263,664* 

Males  75,295 28,963 ▲ 

439,438 

 75,295 28,963 ▲ 

Female 75,555  29,286 ▲ 75,555  29,286 ▲ 

Boys 36,657  15,117 ▲ 36,657  15,117 ▲ 

Girls  37,023 10,858 ▲  37,023 10,858 ▲ 

Total 224,530  84,224 ▲ 224,530  84,224 ▲ 

People reached with prevention 
messages on stigma and violence 
against children, including gender-
based violence. 

2,307,050* Total 8,119,743  7,565,701 ▲ 3,845,080 8,119,743  
7,565,701 

▲ 

Children and adolescents who 
received child protection services, 
including gender-based violence 
services. 

65,916 

Boys 1,375 573 ▲ 

109,859 

1,375 573 ▲ 

Girls 684 310 ▲  684 310 ▲  

Total 2,059  883▲ 2,059  883▲ 

Who to contact for 
further information: 

Ms. Aida Girma  
Country Representative 
Pakistan 
Tel: +92 300 854 4275  
Email: agirma@unicef.org 

Dominic Stolarow (OIC) 
Deputy Representative 
Pakistan 
Tel: +92 302 861 2189 
Email: dstolarow@unicef.org  

Dr. Hari Krishna Banskota  
Chief of Health 
Pakistan 
Tel: +92 301 856 4602 
Email: hbanskota@unicef.org  



  
 

15 
 

Number of social and care workers 
trained on psychosocial support and 
stigma reduction. 

 10,234  

Males 1,992   256 ▲ 

17,057 

1,992   256 ▲ 

Female  3,368 669 ▲  3,368 669 ▲ 

Total  5,360 925 ▲  5,360 925 ▲ 

Education 

Children accessing safe formal and 
non-formal education, including ECE. 

533,451 

Boys 38,393 0 

1,040,803 

   

Girls 40,738 0    

Total 79,131 0 106,131 0 
Schools (formal and non-formal) 
implementing safe school protocols 
(infection prevention and control). 

5,335 Total  1,181 0 9,736 1,271 0 

Teachers /education officials trained 
on MHPSS (Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support) 

10,675 

Males  2,216  112▲ 

16,687 

 2,216  112▲ 

Female  2,425  149▲  2,425  149▲ 

Total  4,641  261▲  4,641  261▲ 

Teachers /education officials trained 
on safe reopening/operation of 
schools  

10,675 

Males  5,590  112▲ 

16,687 

 5,590  112▲ 

Female  3,366  149▲  3,366  149▲ 

Total  8,956  261▲  8,956  261▲ 
Parents reached with messages 
encouraging learning activities 
(through SMS and different social 
media). 

1,067,541 Total 288,064 17,466▲ 2,133,804  288,064  17,466▲ 

Building Resilient Health Systems  

Number of people benefitting from 
continuity of primary health care 
services at UNICEF supported health 
facilities  

1,758,163 Total 1,468,395 433,863▲       

Number of children < 1 
vaccinated against Measles 

247,242 Total 45,594 24,080▲       

Number of frontline health workers 
reached with basic PPEs (masks, 
gloves and hand sanitizers)  

150,000 Total 14,960 6,916▲       

Health care facility staff and 
community health workers trained on 
infection prevention and control 

20,000 Total 6,825 1,161▲       

Number of frontline health workers 
and community volunteers oriented on 
COVID-19 and referral of suspected 
cases  

50,000 Total 2,141 1,490▲       

Number of Paediatricians & Family 
Physicians Trained on Clinical 
Management of Children with COVID  

2,000 Total 1,323 609▲       

Nutrition  

Children aged 6 to 59 months with 
severe acute malnutrition admitted for 
treatment 

102,413 

Boys 20,422 3,584▲ 

167,857 

33,534 7,391▲ 

Girls 25,611 4,444▲ 40,778 8,606▲ 

Total 46,033  8,028▲ 74,312 15,997▲ 

Primary caregivers of children aged 0 
to 23 months receiving infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

571,607 Total 431,388 65,988▲ 862,915 741,851 164,078▲ 

Children aged 6 to 59 months 
receiving multiple micronutrient 
powders 

813,940 

Boys 55,008 16,805▲ 

813,940 

  67,102 21,008▲ 

Girls 56,309  17,388▲ 68,075 21,483▲ 

Total 111,317 34,193▲ 135,177 42,736▲ 

* Some of the targets (marked with *) are being changed and will be reflected in the revised HAC 2021. 

 
Cumulative Response COVID-19 

  UNICEF Results Sector Results  

Sector  2020 2021 Cumulative 2020 2021 Cumulative  

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (C4D)  

People engaged through Social 
Media  

41,895 791,528 833,423       

People reached (through national 
Media channels) with messages (on 
COVID-19 prevention and) access to 
services 

83,000,000 47,540,000 130,540,000       
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At-risk populations reached through 
community engagement activities.  

37,102,079 12,142,104 49,244,183       

# of callers through the national 
Helpline shared relevant concerns, 
received clarifications, and provided 
feedback.  

5,428,871 844,992 6,273,863       

Infection Prevention and Control (WASH)   

People at high risk of COVID-19 
supported with hygiene promotion 
activities and facilities  

10,247,624 1,228,798 11,476,422 28,330,000 1,228,798 29,558,798 

Children accessing appropriate 
WASH facilities and hygiene services 
in learning facilities and safe spaces. 

701  279,266 279,967 1,477  279,266 280,743 

# of community sites with 
handwashing facilities in the affected 
areas 

2,138 85 2,223 3,767 85 3,852 

# of schools in targeted high-risk 
areas supported with IPC measures 
and improved water and sanitation 

1,352 957 2,309 1,750 957 2,707 

Psychosocial Support and Child Protection 

Children and caregivers accessing 
mental health and psychosocial 
support 

216,144 140,306  356,450 219,007 140,306 359,313 

People reached with prevention 
messages on stigma and violence 
against children, including gender-
based violence 

57,532,480 554,042  58,086,522 63,863,751 554,042 64,417,793 

Children and adolescents received 
child protection services, including 
gender-based violence services 

1,176 1,176  2,352 1,176 1,176  2,352 

Social and care workers trained on 
psychosocial support and stigma 
reduction 

8,290 5,360 13,650 8,388 5,360 13,748 

Education 

Children accessing safe formal and 
non-formal education, including ECE. 

79,131 0 79,131 8,814,507 106,131 8,920,638 

Schools (formal and non-formal) 
implementing safe school protocols 
(IPC). 

0 1,181 1,181 0 1,271 1,271 

Teachers /education officials trained 
on MHPSS  

28,258 4,641 32,899 538,494 4,400 542,894 

Teachers / education officials trained 
on safe reporting/ operation of 
schools  

3,035 8,956 11,991 3,035 8,956 11,991 

Parents reached with messages 
encouraging learning activities 
(through SMS and social media). 

278,857 288,064 566,921 354,864 288,064 642,928 

Building Resilient Health Systems 

Number of people benefitting from 
continuity of primary health care 
services at UNICEF supported health 
facilities  

3,459,844 1,468,395 4,928,239       

Number of children < 1 
vaccinated against Measles 

215,241 45,594 260,835       

Number of frontline health workers 
reached with basic PPEs (masks, 
gloves and hand sanitizers)  

104,565 14,960 119,525       

Number of frontline workers trained 
on infection prevention and control  

137,079 6,825 143,904       

Number of frontline health workers 
and community volunteers oriented 
on COVID-19 and referral of 
suspected cases  

92,273 2,141 94,414       
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Number of Paediatricians & Family 
Physicians Trained on Clinical 
Management of Children with COVID  

0 1,323 1,323       

Nutrition             

Children aged 6 to 59 months with 
SAM admitted for treatment 

161,702 46,033 207,735 228,819 74,312 303,131 

Primary caregivers of children aged 0 
to 23 months receiving IYCF 
counselling 

1,575,965 431,388 2,007,353 1,898,018 741,851 2,639,869 

Children aged 6 to 59 months 
receiving MM powders 

0 111,317 111,317 0 135,177 135,177 

 
Annex B  
 

Funding Status:  

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Humanitarian 
resources 
received 

2020 carry 
forwarded 

funds 
$ % 

Nutrition 16,367,560 300,000 3,011,199 13,056,361 80% 

Health 4,237,920 6,595,537 2,326,955 0 0% 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 14,642,291 0 376,892 14,265,399 97% 

Child protection and GBViE 9,887,364 85,749 882,589 8,919,026 90% 

Education 4,708,089 0 9,731 4,698,358 100% 

C4D, community engagement and AAP 4,708,800 0 444,509 4,264,291 91% 

Emergency preparedness 1,177,200 64,251 28,787 1,084,162 92% 

Total  $55,729,224   $7,045,537   $7,080,662   $46,287,597  83% 

Funds received for procurement of 
COVID-19 response supplies  

  $1,165,513   

 


