
 
 
 

The PNG Disaster Management Team is co-chaired by the United Nations Resident Coordinator and the Director of the National Disaster Centre. It 
comprises UN agencies, non-governmental and faith-based organizations, and development partners and serves as the highest body in PNG for the 

coordination of international humanitarian assistance for emergencies and crises in PNG. 

This update is produced by Papua New Guinea Disaster Management Team (DMT) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the 
period from 24 to 31 July 2022. For information on previous developments between 8 May and 24 July, please contact the DMT Secretariat. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Unofficial estimates place the number of deaths since May in 
the affected areas to over 300 people.  

• About 25,700 students are unable to attend school and about 
557,800 people have no or limited access to basic health 
services due to damaged facilities, lack of staff who have fled 
the violence, disrupted supply chains, and other impacts from 
the violence. 

• Government deployed 120 troops to Wabag on 27 July for 
further deployment to Porgera, Laiagam, ang Kompiam to 
secure state assets and, with police, law and order in those 
areas. 

• Initial response from private sector and Highlands 
Humanitarian Hub, but additional relief will need to be 
mobilized immediately. 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Unofficial estimates place the number of deaths since May in the affected areas to over 300 people, with at least 150 from 
Enga province. The number of deaths associated with the ongoing violence is expected to continue to rise. At least 200 
homes have been reported destroyed in Porgera, Enga, and over 300 houses in Magarima, Hela, but the actual number is 
likely much higher. 

Over 27 new killings, including 2 women and 2 children, occurred in Porgera, according to CARE. Community leaders there 
continue to report cases of rape of women and girls.  

On 26 July, the Meriamanda Seventh Day Adventist Church in in Kompiam district, Enga, was burnt down amid political 
violence there, according to ADRA. Additionally, 9 families (9 men, 12 women, 37 children) lost their homes to the violence. 

On 29 July, 9 women were abducted and accused of sorcery in relation to the unexpected death of a prominent local 
businessman. Four of the women died from torture while 5 were rescued by police and the Catholic mission there. Of those 
who were rescued, 3 remain in critical condition. The homes of the women and some of their clan members were 
destroyed. There have been other reports in Enga of sorcery accusations related to ballot counting, according to the 
Catholic Diocese in Enga. 

About 25,700 students are unable to attend school and about 557,800 people have no or limited access to basic health 
services due to damaged facilities, lack of staff who have fled the violence, disrupted supply chains, and other impacts from 
the violence. 

Estimates from organizations and government officials in the affected districts and provinces indicate that about 19,000 
people are displaced in or have fled from the conflict-affected areas. In some places, churches, considered safe havens, are 
hosting displaced populations; others have fled to other communities in and outside the respective provinces. There is 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Violence in Enga 
Disaster Management Team Flash Update No. 01 
As of 31 July 2022 



pressure on churches and communities hosting displaced persons, which include sexual violence victims in some cases, to 
meet basic needs and health care. 

While most people who have fled the violence have scattered to the mountains, neighbouring communities, or with relatives, 
in Porgera, 3 SDA churches are hosting a total of 1,766 displaced persons, including 322 men, 655 women, and 789 
children. Their church in Paiam is hosting the largest, 933 persons. In Kompiam district, Enga, the SDA church is hosting 
272 displaced persons, including 59 men, 104 women, and 109 children. Local partners estimate that at least 5,000 people 
are displaced in Porgera (of which 60% are staying outside the district or province), 2,000 people in Laiagam, and 3,000 
people in Kompiam. In Nipa district, Southern Highlands, the Catholic mission estimates at least 3,000 people are displaced, 
and another 3,000 people displaced in Magarima district, Hela. 

Currently, there is no assistance or intervention by the government or NGO partners for those affected by the violence in 
Magarima district, Hela, as the situation remains tense. However, the member-elect for the Magarima Open electorate 
promised to sort their issues out after the formation of the government. 

Needs assessments have not been conducted nor has any initial assistance been provided by government or NGOs for 
those affected by violence in Nipa district, Southern Highlands. IOM reports that there is a possibility of violence escalating 
again once the declaration of the member-elect is announced.  

The Police Commissioner, responsible for security during the elections, also agreed to coordinate a humanitarian corridor 
for the safe delivery of relief goods and enable aid workers to access the conflict-affected areas. The Government staged 
120 troops in Wabag on 27 July for further deployment to Porgera, Laiagam, ang Kompiam to secure state assets and to 
support police with law and order in those areas. 

RESPONSE 

On 26 July, the acting UN Resident Coordinator received a request from the National Disaster Centre Director welcoming 
international humanitarian assistance. The Disaster Management Team will be issuing a response plan this week to 
mobilize resources for the response. 

The National Disaster Centre has activated its Emergency Operations Centre and is planning to convene a meeting with 
Government and non-government counterparts on 4 August. 

On 28 July, the DMT agreed to prepare a humanitarian needs and response plan based on it conflict contingency plan. 
Clusters have begun meeting to track in-country capacities and humanitarian stockpiles and to update their cluster plans 
and budgets. 

On 23 July, emergency relief items donated by Tininga, CPL, Brian Bell, Femili PNG, Nau Lisi Foundation, the Baptist Union 
and Caritas were mobilized and delivered from Mt Hagen to Porgera for a CAF church hosting 300 women and children. 
Relief items included emergency food, mattresses, blankets, tents, lanterns, sleeping bags, water containers, tarpaulins, 
cooking pots, fuel and post-rape treatment kits. 

On 30 July, the United States, through the US Agency for International Development, announced it is providing an initial 
$100,000 in immediate humanitarian assistance to respond to worsening displacement. 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Richard Higgins, Humanitarian Coordination Specialist, dmt.pg@one.un.org, Tel: +675 321 2877, Cell +675 7956 0503 
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