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Livelihood 

Zone 
Warning stage Trend 

Pastoral- all species 
Alarm Worsening 

Agro pastoral 
Alarm Worsening 

Casual waged labour 
Alert/ Worsening 

Firewood/ Charcoal 
Alarm Worsening 

District Alarm Deteriorating 

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
- The house food security is extremely worse than that of last month.  This is due to  
   the continued drought situation and delayed food distribution by EMOP awaiting            
    contract renewal. 
- The pastoral zones are the most affected as food commodities are limited in the areas  
    due to poor infrastructure and less purchasing power. 
- The livestock body condition is deteriorating further while distances to accessing forage  
    and water have increased more than that of last month. 
- Migration of pastoralists from one place to another is being experienced in Oldonyiro  
   division due to escalating security problems in Laikipia and Samburu districts. 
  The District status level is Alarm which is worsening. 
 
 
 
 



 
Recommendations to district authorities/DSG and national KFSSG.
 

- The food distribution should be done as quickly as possible to meet the demand of 
the targeted groups. 

- Baiting and vaccination of dogs and donkeys should be done in Merti and Sericho 
division to curb the spreading cases of rabies. 

- The veterinary Department should respond to the increasing cases of lumpy skin 
diseases in Sericho division and part of Garbatulla division.  Cases of contagious 
Caprine pleuro pneumonia (CCPP) in Oldonyiro should also be attended to 
urgently. 

- The health situation in the district should be monitored continuous. 
- Peace initiative in Oldonyiro division should be strengthened with the 

neighbouring communities. 
 
CURRENT INTERVENTIONS: 
Non-food interventions:-  

 Water tankering is going on in Merti division and Iresaboru location of Sericho 
division and is big extended to Duse of Kinna division.  Tankering to primary 
schools in Merti and Sericho division are going on. 

 Deworming and treatment of shoats is going in Merti division.  The exercise is 
assisted by VSF – Suisse. 

 Strengthening peace initiative and validation of peace committees at location level is 
going on. 

 Restocking exercise was undertaken by the Save the children (NGO) in Merti and 
Sericho division where few selected families were given Kshs. 30,000 each. 

 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

 No EMOP food was distributed over the month. 
 The following GOK food was distributed to vulnerable groups, institutions and two 

locations of East and Central in Central division.  Primary and secondary schools 
were also given: 

 
Beans               1,200 bags of 50kg each 
Rice                  1,200 bags of 50 kg each 
Maize                2,090 bags of 90 kg each 
Vegetable oil        830 No. 
Powdered milk     600 cartons 
 
 
Previous DSG meeting and DSG recommendations. 
Special DSG was held on 29/9/06.  The issue discussed was how to regain livelihoods to 
people who lost their animals. 
DSG recommended that save the children (NGO) undertakes the restocking in Garbatulla 

division as per their request while DSG will undertake in the remaining divisions. 
 



ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS (STABILITY) 
 

1.1     Rainfall 
 No rainfall was received over the month which is normal as compared to normal 

period in a normal year. 
 

1.2     Natural vegetation and pasture 
 The quantity of browses has completely diminished. 
 The amount of vegetation and pasture is below normal. 
 The decrease in quantity of pasture is not normal as compared to previous period in a 

normal year.  This is because of less rainfall over April and worsened by influxes. 
 

Distance to grazing areas: 
 Distance to grazing areas is between 6-15 km 
 Distances are higher in Iresaboru and Bassa 

 Distances has increased as compared to last month 
 

1.3     Water source and availability 
 Boreholes and shallow wells are the main source of water for both human and 

livestock.  
 The quantity in shallow wells has reduced  
 More centres are now depending on water tankering. 

 
1.4     Emerging issues 

 Distance to grazing areas has increased 
 Return time from water source has increased 

 
1.5     Implications on food security 

 Scarce water for drinking and farming in agro-pastoral zone. 
 Livestock body condition weaker due to depleted pastures leading to reduced income 

to households’ interms of marketing. 
 

2.0     Availability 
 

2.1.1     Livestock production 
 Livestock body condition is poor.  Camels and goats are better than cattle and sheep. 
 The body condition had deteriorated as compared to last month. – This is due to 

reduced pasture condition. 
 Oldonyiro, Merti and Sericho division has the weakest livestock.  This is due to 

rainfall failure over April. 
 

2.1.2     Livestock diseases 
 No disease outbreak reported among camel, cattle and donkeys. 
 Lumpy skin disease outbreak among shoats has occurred in Boji of Garbatulla 

division and part of Sericho division (Iresaboru). 



 Level of disease incidence was not common this time of the year.  Might have been 
brought about by influxes. 

 
2.1.3   Milk    

 Milk production is limited in all zones. 
 On average 4.51% cow milk, 0.09% of goat and 73% of camel milk are produce. 
 This is not normal as compared to normal period in a year. 

 
2.2     Crop production 
2.2.1     - Timeliness and status of crop 

             -  No crop was planted over the month 
             -  Horticultural crops are being planted on small scale in parts of central division                    
                  (Gambela, Elsa) and Kinna divisionS. 

       -  This is normal as compared to previous normal period. 
 

2.2.2     Harvest 
 No harvest was reported which is normal in such season in a year. 

 
2.2.3     Implications on food security 

 Most households will suffer from food insecurity due to reduced body weight of 
animals coupled with disease conditions. 

 
3. ACCESS 

 
3.1.1 Cattle prices 
 
 

current cattle prices vs average price 04,05,06
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 The average cattle price as dropped to Kshs 6509 this month. 



 The price is highest in central division which is Kshs. 7000 and lowest in Kinna 
division Kshs. 4,616. 

 The prices are for much below the normal price in a normal year. However, price 
reduction is normal at this time of the year. 

 
3.1.2 Goat production and Marketing. 

 

Current Goat prices Vs average price 04,05,06
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 The average goat price has increased to Kshs. 1247.  This is an increase of kshs 143 
from previous month. 

 The increase is attributed to the availability of money and buyers.  This is the 
restocking money given to the people by Save the Children (NGO) in Merti and 
Sericho divisions. 

 The goat body condition has reduced.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.1.3 Sheep Prices 
 
 

Current sheep prices vs average prices o4,05,06
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 The average sheep prices increased for Kshs 825 last month to Kshs 919 this month.  
The increase is due to the many buyers who received kshs 30,000 for restocking 
given by Save the Children (NGO).  Most of the beneficiaries were buying sheep and 
goats. 

 
 
 

3.4 Grain Marketing 
 

 

Current maize price vs average pri ce 04,05,06
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 The average maize price increased to Kshs 24 this month. 
 The increase is due to the limited supply of maize. 
 The price is higher compared to normal year in such a season. 
 Prices are very high in Oldonyiro, Sericho and Garbatulla, which is Kshs 27. 

 
 

3.4.2 Beans Prices 
 

Current beans prices vs average price o4,05,06
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 The price of beans increased to Kshs 55 this month. 
 They increase is due to limited supply and high demand. 
 The prices are high as compared to such season in normal year.. 
 Prices are far much higher in Garbatulla ( kshs 63), Merti (kshs 59), and Oldonyiro 

(Kshs 60) 
 

3.5 Incomes 
 
 

 15% of those sampled derive their benefit from livestock.   
 The body condition of livestock is poor. 

Others derive their income as follows 
Source                                         Percentage 
 
Charcoal burning   15% 
Casual labour    12% 
Gifts      10% 
Petty trade     4% 
Employment salary    4% 

 
 



3.6 Other coping strategies. 
 

 On average 7.38% of people often depend on borrowed food.  This is high in 
Oldonyiro (37%) and Central (33%). 

 84% and 45% depended on credit in Sericho and Oldonyiro often, while Garbatulla 
and Central are 20% and 17% respectively. 

 On average 7.74 of those sampled reduced their meal portions which are higher in 
central (43%) and Merti (20%). 

 8.6% reduced number of meals per day where Merti is 50%, Sericho 40% and central 
34%. 

  
4. UTILIZATION 

 
4.1 Nutritional status 
 

Current nutrition status as measured  through muac 

0

20

40

month

m
m

At Risk 31 32 22 15 16.9 18.9 21 21 14

Moderate 6 7 2 2.49 9.7 2.17 2.12 1.54 0.71

Severe 3 3 1.2 2.17 1.83 8.95 2.38 1.17 2.51

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct. Nov. Dec

 
 

 The percentage of children who were at risk and moderately malnourished reduced 
to 14% and 71% fro previous 21% and 1.54%.  However those at risk are higher in 
Sericho (25%) while severe are higher in Oldonyiro (6.45). 

 Improvement among those of risk and moderate are due to effort by GOK and NGO 
of providing UNIMIX. 

 However, the severe phase has increased to 2.5%. This may be the children who are 
better previous month and therefore not targeted and have reduced drastically due to 
drought this month. 

 
4.2 Health 

 
 No major health problem reported although cases of rabies are still being 

experienced in Merti and Sericho Division. 
 
 
 
 



4.3 FLAGGED AREAS 
 
Merti, Oldonyiro and Sericho divisions are still the area flagged negatively due to the 
current situation of food insecurity, poor livestock condition and have more constraints in 
accessing water and forage. 
 

4.4 SECURITY 
 

 Security problem is still being experienced in Oldonyiro division.  However the 
situation has slightly improved as compared to last month. This is not normal as 
compared to previous normal year in such a season. 

 
5 CURRENT INTERVENTIONS/COPING STRATEGIES 

 
5.1 Non food interventions: 
 

 Provisions of water by ALRMP through water bowser have been initiated in Sericho 
(Iresaboru) and Malkagalla centers of Sericho and Merti divisions respectively. 

 Schools water supply has also been going on in Merti and Sericho division by the 
same water bowser, supported by Save the Children (NGO) 

 Restocking money was given to selected households by Save the Children (NGO) in 
Merti and Sericho divisions. 

 Deworming and treatment of animals in Merti division by veterinary department 
with assistance from VSF Suisse. 

 
5.2 Food Aid  
 

 No food distribution was done by EMOP. 
  GOK food for vulnerable group and institutions was available 
 The following were distributed 

 
- Maize – 2090 bags of 90 kg 
- Rice – 1200    “         “ 50 kg 
- Vegetable oil – 830       “ 
- Powdered milk – 600 cartons 
- Beans –  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

 The food distribution should be done as quickly as possible to meet the demand of 
the targeted group. 

 Baiting and vaccination of dogs and donkeys should be done in Merti and Sericho 
divisions to curb the spreading cases of rabies. 

 The veterinary department should respond to the increasing cases lumpy skin 
diseases and contagious caprine pleuro pneumonia in Sericho, Garbatulla, and 
Oldonyiro divisions. 



 Health situation to be continuously monitored especially among the under five 
years children and other vulnerable groups. 

 Peace initiative in Oldonyiro division should be strengthened with the 
neighboring communities. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


