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 13 Million
Food insecure people in 

Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Somalia

1.9 Million
People displaced in 
Kenya, Somalia and 
Ethiopia by drought 

conditions

15.8 Million
People affected 

by drought in 
the region

Despite the number of Acute Water Diarrhoea cases decreasing towards the end of 2017, outbreaks 
have been reported in parts of Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia. The total number of affected people since 
January 2018 currently stands at 2,444. Measles cases have also been on the rise with Ethiopia 
reporting 552, Somalia 2,853 and Kenya 24 cases. 
The Government of Ethiopia and UN presented the 2018 humanitarian and disaster resilience plan 
seeking USD 1.6 billion to support 7.88 million people affected by drought, floods and conflict with 
emergency and humanitarian assistance. In January, Somalia requested a funding of USD 1.5 billion in 
the 2018 humanitarian response plan.

Since mid-March, approximately 10,000 people have fled from the Oromia region of Ethiopia into 
Marsabit County in Northern Kenya after a clash between the military and regional authorities. More 
than 80% of people who fled to Kenya are women and children, nearly 1500 are under the age of 5. 
There are also over 600 expectant mothers.

According to FEWSNET, the ongoing La Niña is forecasted to drive poor performance of the Gu rains 
over much of the Horn of Africa, especially in pastoral areas of Somali Region and Southern 
Oromia. International, regional, and national forecasts indicate below-average rainfall is likely 
between March and May 2018 in South Eastern Ethiopia, and Kenya following three poor rainy 
seasons.

The number of moderately acutely malnourished children under the age of 5 has reached 328,000 in 
Kenya, 301,000 in Somalia and 3.5 million in Ethiopia. Children who are severely malnourished has 
reached 71,500 in Kenya, 48,000 in Somalia and 350,000 in Ethiopia. 

Climatic shocks, conflict, insecurity and political instability continue to drive humanitarian needs in the 
Horn of Africa. While food insecurity decreased in January 2018, needs remain high with 2.7 million 
(Somalia) 2.4 million (Kenya) and 7.9 million (Ethiopia) people in need of food  and humanitarian 
assistance. 
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KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES
Communicable diseases continue to pose threats to                  

humanitarian needs despite their steady reduction in 2017. 
Currently the Horn of Africa has recorded an increase of 2,400 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea and 3,400 Measles cases in 2018. 
These diseases are preventable and should not be resulting in 
the loss of lives in 2018.

Food Security remains a greater concern amongst 13 million 
people in the Horn of Africa. The drought crisis requires a 

funding appeal of approximately USD 4 billion which is current-
ly underfunded by 68%. Prevention of famine in countries like 
Somalia is only possible through Donor commitment and timely 
funding. 

Horn of Africa

Sanaag

Doolo
Jarar

Moyale

KENYA

ETHIOPIA

SOMALIA

Sool

Togdheer

Somaliland

Somali Region

Jarar

Korahey

600,000 
People

1 M People

200,000 
People

Sanaag

Dollo

Turkana

Wajir



 

OXFAM HORN OF AFRICA DROUGHT RESPONSE

Oxfam has reached a total of 564,797 people including 
Moyale response beneficiaries in Marsabit.

WASH: A secured UNICEF grant of USD 193,000 will 
strengthen medium term resilience of communities 
affected by drought in Turkana and Wajir.

CASH TRANSFERS: Oxfam will provide a final round of 
cash transfers to vulnerable households in Turkana and 
Wajir, re-targeting within the existing caseload areas that 
continue to be at crisis levels of food insecurity. Oxfam 
plans to reach 16,920 existing beneficiaries in April.

DISPLACEMENT: Oxfam has deployed a rapid response 
team to Moyale with partners WASDA and Concern 

101,016 people have been reached in Sool, Togdheer 
and Sanaag regions in March bringing the total 
beneficiaries to 241,811 in 2018.  

WASH: The construction of 11 ponds (8 in Sool & 3 in 
Sanaag) have been completed and will serve 33,000 new 
beneficiaries with access to water through rain 
harvesting.

HYGIENE PROMOTION AND SANITATION: 
Construction of 119 latrines have been completed and 
183 latrine cleaning kits have been distributed in regions. 
2,306 hygiene kits have been distributed in 10 villages in 
Sool and 9 villages in Sanaag. 

PUBLIC HEALTH PROMOTION: Three Oral Rehydration

Oxfam supports a total of 1,055,077 people cumulatively 
in the Somali region of Ethiopia. 

WASH: Water trucking reached more than 100 distribution 
sites including internally displaced persons camps and 
institutions in more than 21 districts. 56 boreholes have 
been rehabilitated and will serve at least 300,000 people. 
Drilling of 14 boreholes is completed. Oxfam is advocating 
for the sector to invest in resilient water supply systems.

CASH TRANSFER: A total of 209,724 people have been 
reached through conditional and unconditional cash 
transfer program supported by ECHO, OFDA, GAC, GFO, 
DEC and Oxfam Internation. The cash transfer program 
mainly targeted by the most vulnerable and women 
headed households.

Kenya

Ethiopia

SomaliLand

LIVESTOCK SUPPORT: 701,202 people have benefited 
through livestock vaccination interventions in Afdher, 
Doolo, Fafan and Jarar zones of Somali Region in 
Ethiopia. A total of 118,608 beneficiaries have benefited 
through livestock treatment interventions.

HYGIENE PROMOTION AND COMMUNITY 
MOBILIZATION: Hygiene and sanitation promotion 
sessions were conducted at delivery sites reaching a total 
of 97,038 people. Construction of over 1,000 latrines are 
completed in all zones including IDPs centers and 
institutional facilities in the past year.

GENDER AND PROTECTION: The Mobile protection 
team visited the newly identified IDP site where new 
displaced arrivals are increasing with limited service 
provision. Gender training was conducted in Jigjiga town 
which was mainly focusing  on Oxfam’s gender minimum 
standards.

Worldwide to provide assistance to 10,000 asylum 
seekers. Clean water is being trucked daiy, stored and 
distributed.

HYGIENE PROMOTION: 51 latrines have been 
constructed to date with 18 ongoing, 42 bathing areas are 
also under construction to enable women to wash with 
dignity. Drainage facilities and waste disposal pits have 
also been constructed.

FUNDING: Drought cash transfer of GBP 90,000 from  
appeals to be spent in April 2018. GBP 100,000 to be 
spent on learning, resilience strengthening and 
maintaining excellence to be programmed before the third 
quarter. GBP 50,000 from CAT fund and GBP 30,000 from 
Appeals to respond to a first phase emergency in Moyale.

salts corners were established in Koosar, October and 
Hodan Qayo camps in preparedness of Acute Water 
Diarrhoea outbreak due to the ongoing displacement that 
is contributing to concentration in camps.
 
CASH TRANSFERS: Over 6,630 people have received 
unconditional cash transfers. 8,760 people have received 
cash for water. 33,000 people have received cash for work 
from construction of 11 ponds.

LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT: 
It is expected that 45,000 heads of livestock will benefit 
from rehabilitated land after regeneration of pasture with 
an estimated 5,400 people dependent on these livestock. 
Provision of medicines to support the Ministry of livestock 
treatment of 390,000 animals was completed in February 
and has benefited the livelihood of 78,000 people.  



FUNDING updates

DEC, EU Humanitarian Aid, Global 
Affairs Canada via Oxfam Canada, 

GFO via Oxfam Germany, ECHO RRM 
via International Rescue Committee, Irish 
Aid via Oxfam Ireland, SHO/Giro555, 
SIDA, UNICEF, UNOCHA, UK AID Match,           
USAID/OFDA. 

Oxfam affiliates: Oxfam America,      
Oxfam Canada, Oxfam France,      

Oxfam Great-Britain, Oxfam Hong-Kong, 
Oxfam Ibis, Oxfam Intermon, Oxfam      
Ireland, Oxfam Novib and the generous 
contribution of the public and Oxfam    
supporters via fundraising appeals and 
voluntary contributions.
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OXFAM Saves lives through public health promotion
Samey Alasow*, 50, washes clothes outside her home on 
the outskirts of Hadado Town in Northern Kenya.

Samey’s husband and children are 100km away from 
Hadado on the Kenyan-Ethiopian border. They left 20 
months ago with the animals. The last time she heard 
from them was a month ago. She’s worried. Only her 
youngest daughter, Bishara*, remains with her. She’s 
thankful for the water ATMs, though she sometimes can’t 
afford to buy credits.
 
“We used to live here when there was barely any water. 
Now we have water available. We thank the funders of 
this project. In the past, we had a problem. Now we get 
water freely. We can get water whenever we wake up.”
 
“We used to fetch water from the large dam. That was 
terrible. Now that problem is no more. You can come now 
and get water. There is no problem at present.”
*Name has been changed.

Samey Alasow outside her home on the outskirts of Hadado Town in Northern Kenya. 
Katie G. Nelson/Oxfam

Francesco Rigamonti
Drought Response Regional Operational Lead
frigamonti@ght.oxfam.org

Coralie Rey
Drought Response Regional Funding Coordinator
crey1@oxfam.org.uk

Georgette Adrianne
Drought Response Regional Communications Officer
GAdrianne@oxfam.org.uk

CONTACT DETAILS:
Denis Kongere
Drought Response Regional Policy and Campaigns Manager
DKongere@oxfam.org.uk

Oxfam Horn of Africa 
Drought Response Budget 

$53,155,640
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