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Humanitarian Situation

The camps in Dadaab continue to experience an influx of
new arrivals. A total of 13,435 new arrivals have been registered
since the start of this year,with 12,368 arriving from Somalia, 904
from Ethiopia, and 163 from Sudan. As of 26th March 2010 the 
overall population in Dadaab stood at 269,258 persons.Kakuma
and Nairobi host 66,655 and 43,295 respectively as at February
2010.(Source: UNHCR)
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Total requirements for 2010: 
USD 512,000,000

Map data source(s):
International boundary is from DEPHA2002
Provincial boundary is from DEPHA2004
Lakes data is from DEPHA2004
Drought stages are derived from January Drought
Monthly Bulletin, Ministry of State for the
Development of Northern Kenya and otherArid Lands
http://www.aridland.go.ke/bullentins/2010/

Disclaimers:
The designations employed on this map do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of
any country, territory, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
or boundaries.
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Drought
In February 2010, drought conditions in most of the arid and
semi arid  areas of Kenya remained at Alert levels.
There is recovery in pasture and fodder and decreased trekking
distances to water sources leading to improved livestock body
conditions, increased milk productivity. Market prices for
the staple maize has also started to decrease  in some places.
However, some districts, like Moyale, Wajir, Isiolo, Samburu,
Tana River  slipped back to Alarm drought stages because
of the early cessation of Short Rains rains and  high
temperatures experienced in February 2010. The dry 
conditions led to a rapid deterioration of pasture and
shortages in water availability. The expected good rainfall in
the Long Rains (March-June) will contribute to relieving 
drought stresses. (Source: Fews Net)

Heavy rains at the onset  of the Long Rains in March 2010
caused flooding and temporarily displaced more than
11, 000  people and left  more than 16 people dead. Property
and infrastructure of unknown value was also destroyed.
Amongst the districts affected are Turkana, Narok, Margarini,
Malindi, Samburu, The GoK , supported by humanitarian actors 
reactivated contingency plans and stepped up public awareness
campaigns.(Source: GoK/CRC-NDOC, KRCS, OCHA)

The availability of pasture, browse, and water have led to marked
improvements in livestock body conditions, this is expected to be
sustained through the Long Rains . In the Eastern pastoral Cluster,
Livestock prices and milk production improved by 60%.
(Source:  SRA, ALRMP)

The government-led Short Rains Assessment (SRA) conducted 
on 8-28 March 2010 has revealed that food security has improved
across Kenya. However districts in the Northern and Eastern
Pastoral Cluster remain at borderline food insecurity. Food
insecure population has reduced by over half to 1.6 million from 3.8
million people in 2009. 

The Government has advised that it is currently considering 2.5
million people  as food insecure in until a survey in this area 
reveals otherwise. WFP is planning to carry out a baseline study
on vulnerability in urban areas. Chronic poverty,high food prices,
climate change induced migration, unemployment, HIV/AIDS
pandemic have left millions of Kenyans in urban poor settlements
on the brink of disaster. Most live on less than $1 or 50 cents a
day.(Source: GoK/Crisis Response Centre (CRC),SRA, Fewsnet,
WFP)

The cholera outbreak intensified between 1-24 March in Tharaka
in the Eastern province, Msambweni and Kilindini districts in the
Coast province. The cholera outbreak has cumulatively affected 
17 Districts nationwide with a total of 1,088 cases, 20 deaths and 
a CFR of1.8% since January 2010. So far the outbreaks have 
been contained in 12 Districts.  (Source:GoK/DPHS, WHO)

Water sources have generally recharged reducing trekking 
distances to watering points in most areas. The onset of Long
Rains in early March has however compromised safe hygiene
and sanitation practices. Poor sanitation across the Northern-
Pastoral Cluster is worrisome, according to the SRA. Turkana
district for instance reported outbreak of cholera with deaths
recorded.Outbreak of polio in the district remains a
big threat with 11 cases confirmed. (Source: ALRMP)

There remains 3, 714 households from the post-election violence
living in 25 transit sites in three districts in the in the Rift Valley.
The government is providing food assistance through MoSSP. 
There are 19 Self-Help Groups, with 6, 802 families awaiting land 
allocation for resettlement. The government has committed to
purchasing land and allocating 2.25 acres to each household and
resettle these families in an eco-village. (Source: GoK/MoSSP)

Malnutrition as measured by mid upper arm circumference
(MUAC) showed slight improvement in the Northern and  Eastern
Pastoral clusters, and South-Eastern Marginal Cluster for the
under fives at risk of malnutrition. The reduction in the MUAC
rate is attributed to improved household food security and milk
availability as well as interventions by the Ministry of Health and
partners. In the Agro-Pastoral Cluster, there was general
improvement in the nutritional status as measured by MUAC
except in West Pokot district which registered a 100 percent
increase in percentage of children who are at risk of malnutrition. 
(Source: SRA, ALRMP)

The humanitarian  crisis in Kenya is driven by Climate-Change related hazards like drought and floods which sometimes occur simultaneously.  Preventable diseases like Cholera
and Malaria are problematic to contain/prevent mainly due to structural challenges (limited health facilities, poor infrastructure in rural areas, unplanned urban settlements with no/
limited public services). Urban Vulnerability issues are worsening with unemployment, poverty, high food prices and HIV/AIDs compounding the problem. The dynamics across
Kenya’s borders also impact on humanitarian needs in the country.


