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I. Humanitarian Situation Overview 

From the previous update, there have been no 
significant changes in the humanitarian 
landscape in Afghanistan. Humanitarian access, 
population displacement and deportations 
continued to dominate in the past months. 
However, despite all challenges in the operating 
environment, humanitarian agencies and 
partners continue to advocate for and reach out 
to needy Afghan populations. 

In July, about one million people were 
determined to be in need of immediate WASH 
interventions. Inadequate rainfall and untimely 
snow last winter are the main causes of the 
drought conditions, thereby resulting in the 
gradual decline of ground water table 30 % to 75 
% and the short life of surface water sources.   

During July FSAC partners completed an initial 
investigation of the impact of the drought in 13 
provinces. Vulnerable populations in the drought 
affected areas will require emergency food 
assistance and also agriculture assistance to 
maintain household food security levels between 
the end of August and the harvest in 2012.  

There has been a 15% increase in conflict-
related civilian deaths compared to the same 
period in 2010. The increase of civilian 
casualties is mainly due to the dramatic use of 
landmine-like pressure plate IEDs. May 2011 
was the deadliest month for Afghan civilians 
since 2007 with 368 conflict-related civilian 
deaths and 593 civilian injuries. In June, a 
further 360 civilian deaths were recorded. 

 

II. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

Early recovery 
Following the present round of field level 
assessments it will be necessary to plan and 
implement an inter-agency early-recovery needs 
assessment (in August or September) to 
determine the type and timing of inputs that will 
be needed to assist the drought affected 
population in the recovery phase. This will 
primarily involve the restoration of livelihoods 
and DRR measures. ERN plans to conduct an 
ER assessment in September 2011. 
 
Education 
There are indications that schooling may be 
affected by displacements of families and 
school-going children mostly in the Northern, 
Southern and Eastern regions of the country.  

Emergency Shelter and NFIs (ES &NFIs) 
In July, 14,110 families received NFIs 
assistance. The Eastern Region included 13,376 
families followed by the Northern with of 506 
families. The Western region and Central 
regions had case loads of 98 and 130 families 
respectively.  

A needs assessment in 5 districts of Tulk, 
Charsada, Shahrak, Dolaina and Passaband 
districts of Ghor identified 855 IDP vulnerable 
families for NFIs and food assistance.  

In Nooristan province, a flood hit areas bordering 
Nari district of Kunar province. An assessment 
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Key Points 
• 2011 CAP is 62.80 per cent funded. 
• 437,810 individuals are estimated to be displaced as of June 2011, with an additional 

7,383 individuals newly displaced as a result of the armed conflict during the month of 
June.  

• Between 2002 and 2011, it is estimated that between 5.5 and 6 million refugees 
returned to Afghanistan, of whom UNHCR has assisted the return of 4,579,552 
refugees as of 6 August 2011.  

• 1.3 million people in drought affected areas of the North will require some kind of food 
assistance over the next 10 months. 
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by ANDMA identified 85 families needing 
assistance.  

A flood report from Chap-e-Dara district in Kuner 
province states that 52 affected families needed 
assistance.  
 
Food Security and Agriculture 
During July FSAC partners completed an initial 
investigation of the impact of the drought in 13 
provinces. As a result of this process, areas in 
Herat, Badghis, Faryab, Jawazjan, Saripul, 
Balkh and Samangan were identified as being 
drought affected. Vulnerable populations in 
these areas would require emergency food 
assistance and also agriculture assistance to 
maintain household food security levels between 
the end of August and the harvest in 2012.  

Following the completion of the drought initial 
investigation, WFP with the assistance of FSAC 
partners commenced a more detailed rapid 
assessment of the impact of the drought, using 
the WFP Emergency Food Security Assessment 
(EFSA). WFP and government partners will 
complete the EFSA in 42 districts and the FSAC 
partners will do the same in 40 more districts. 
Results of the EFSA will be analysed and 
presented in the last week in August.  

 
Health  
The activities focused on the assessment of the 
needs, and identification of the necessary 
actions to mitigate, prevent and respond to the 
health impacts on communities living in drought 
affected areas. A significant increase in measles 
and Acute Watery Diarrhoea epidemics have 
been registered during June and July in all 
drought affected provinces compared with same 
period last year. The increased outbreaks of 
communicable diseases are expected to 
continue as the cold season is approaching, 
especially in districts where the vaccination 
coverage is low. Around 35% of drought affected 
districts in Northern and Western region have 
vaccination coverage below 60%.  

The first draft of the health sector preparedness 
and response plan to drought was finalised, the 
strategy defined and actions prioritised. The 
funding gap was identified and efforts are 
ongoing to raise additional resources.   

Data gathering is ongoing to better define the 
priority areas for immediate health interventions 
taking into account security issues, local 
capacity, communicable diseases incidence and 
vaccination status amongst children.    

As part of prevention and preparedness, the 
following activities were implemented or are 
ongoing: 
 

• Training of 50 health staff (drought 
affected provinces) from BPHS NGOs, 
MoPH and ARCS on Outbreak 
Investigation and Response  

• Health Awareness campaign on Acute 
Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) through radio 
and TV spots on national and local radio 
stations in Hirat, Mazar, and Kabul  

• Replenishing the contingency stock used 
for outbreak response in Mazar and Hirat 
regional offices  

• Start preparation for a measles 
acceleration campaign targeting high risk 
communities in drought affected areas  

The health cluster supported the response to all 
outbreaks that bypassed the local capacities 
(especially in Faryab and Jawzjan) with medical 
supplies; 3 cholera kits, 2500 L of Ringer 
Lactate, 20,000 ciprofloxacin tablets (OFDA 
funds).  

A thorough analysis of the epidemics (diseases, 
location and number of cases) that occurred 
during the past 3 years was prepared by WHO 
and MoPH (Communicable Diseases 
Surveillance and response, EPI, polio and 
Emergency preparedness and Response) units, 
and presented to the Minster of Health. The 
conclusion of the analysis will be used to identify 
the very high risk areas targeted by the 
vaccination acceleration campaigns (Child 
Health Weeks) soon to start.  

30 disease outbreaks of measles (8 outbreaks), 
AWD/Cholera (20 outbreaks) and Pertussis (2 
outbreaks) were reported. Most affected 
provinces are Kandahar, Faryab, Khost, 
Daikundi.  

Additional supplies were sent to Bamyan 
Daikundi, Paktika, Paktya and Badakhshan 
 
Nutrition 
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On 21 July the Nutrition Cluster participated in 
an assessment mission along with the 
Humanitarian Coordinator to Baghlan Province. 
It was reported that over 6,600 families had been 
affected by the drought. .    

After a workshop held in Mazar, the Nutrition 
Cluster and its partners have established a 
system for monitoring the nutrition situation in at 
risk areas. The system uses a combination of 
data collected through existing routine 
mechanisms, as well as nutrition surveys and 
newly established community-based sentinel 
sites. Thirty villages have been selected in the 
10 most vulnerable districts in the Northern 
region to function as community sentinel sites. 
Every month the nutrition status of 100 randomly 
selected children is assessed and incidents of 
diarrhoea recorded. The first batch of data from 
the community-based sentinel sites has been 
collected during the last week of July.    

Protection  
437,810 individuals1 are estimated to be 
displaced as of June 2011, with an additional 
7,383 individuals newly displaced as a result of 
the armed conflict during the month of June. It is 
striking to note that by midyear 2011 the number 
of estimated new displaced persons (98,418) is 
almost equal to the total displaced in 2010 
(102,658). The south bears the greatest share of 
the total number of new displacements due to 
the conflict, followed by the North and the West. 
Due to problems of accessibility, large parts of 
Hilmand province remain unaccounted for 
although military operations are ongoing there. 
In the East, the further displacement of 24 
families in July was reported due to military 
operations conducted from Pakistan bringing the 
figure to nearly 600 families displaced since the 
start of the shelling campaign in February 2011.  

A joint IDMC/UNHCR/NRC IDP Protection 
training of trainers was conducted in Hirat, where 
DoRR from Badghis, Ghor, Farah, Nimroz and 
Hirat. UNHCR, NRC and IOM staff participated. 
The ToT offered an opportunity to review 
conceptual issues and conduct practical 
exercises on identification of IDPs, responses 

                                                
1 These estimates are from UNHCR and DORR sources and do 
not include IDPs scattered in urban and semi-urban areas as well 
as locations where UNHCR or DoRRs do not have access.  

and durable solutions. Follow-up training at 
provincial levels will be needed.   

Between 2002 and 2011, it is estimated that 
between 5.5 and 6 million refugees returned to 
Afghanistan, of whom UNHCR has assisted the 
return of 4,579,552 refugees as of 6 August.  

UNAMA HR reported that May 2011 was the 
deadliest month for Afghan civilians since 2007 
with 368 conflict-related civilian deaths and 593 
civilian injuries. In June, a further 360 civilian 
deaths were recorded.   

COMISAF General David Petraeus has officially 
replied to the APC Advocacy letter of 7 February 
2011 on the issue of redress and compensation 
to civilians affected by military operations, 
outlining measures and decisions taken to 
improve ISAF responses for the protection of 
civilians and improve access of redress 
mechanisms to civilians affected by the armed 
conflict. The reply came a couple of days before 
a Conference on Civilian Casualties called by 
ISAF on 28 June and to which members of the 
Loya Jirga, civil society, as well as international 
and local organisations were invited. 

The use of schools by parties to armed conflict 
remains a recurrent topic in Afghanistan and a 
frequent concern for the Protection Cluster.  
 
WASH Cluster 
In the past three months Northern, Southern and 
Eastern regions experienced outbreaks of acute 
and watery diarrhoea diseases and suspected 
cholera cases. The outbreak in Kandahar and 
Kabul provinces and Faryab province infected 
nearly 2,500 people and caused 12 deaths (1 in 
the north and 11 in the south). Other outbreaks 
were also observed in Hilmand, Nuristan and 
parts of northern region.  

In 7 provinces of the northern region, one 
province in eastern and one in central region 
have had to rely on water trucking for the past 
several years during dry spells.  Efforts by 
humanitarian organisations to supplement water 
trucking were recently found to have limited 
impact.  The WASH cluster is instead focusing 
on more sustainable solutions, such as repairing 
existing water sources.   

Chlorination of water supplies for more than 
3,000 households has been started in the 
outbreak affected areas along with distribution of 
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bio sand filters for household water treatment. In 
the north, local radio/TV stations were used to 
disseminate information and messages on 
hygiene and sanitation. Women shuras and 
community development councils participated in 
these activities.  
 

III. Humanitarian Financing 
The 2011 Consolidated Appeal (CAP 2011), is 
funded at 62.80 per cent.  

Further details on humanitarian financing are 
available at: http://fts.unocha.org/  

 

IV. Coordination 

For coordination meetings, please refer to the 
meeting calendar on OCHA Online. 

For more information, please visit 
http://ochaonline.un.org/Afghanistan 

To be added or deleted from this list, please e-
mail Christophe Verhellen at verhellen@un.org 
with a copy to khan78@un.org 
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