
 

           Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring, Nepal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   2 

Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

      Date: September 16, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,332 new COVID-19 cases, 7 deaths on September 15; cluster outbreaks possible even if number of 
new COVID-19 cases has declined, warn public health experts; 1,077 health inspectors to be appointed to make 
COVID-19 pandemic work more effective; those above the age of 40 to be prioritized in vaccination drive set to begin 
next week 

• Ordinance related to Drugs Act set to expire on September 16 making procurement and importing of COVID-19 vaccine 
troublesome; no process has been started in Parliament to approve/keep this ordinance valid  

• Nepal has failed in its COVID-19 responses, according to report by International Commission of Jurists 
 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Kathmandu Valley schools not to reopen before Dashain 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 780,824 on September 15 with 1,332 people testing positive for the infection in the past 
24 hours, while the COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 10,991 with seven more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate 
stands at 95.2 per cent, the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 26,307.2 

Public health experts have warned that even if the number of new COVID-19 cases is declining of late, cluster outbreaks  
are still possible in the coming days as public health safety measures have been compromised. “Cluster outbreak of  
COVID-19 could happen in any sector including at schools, colleges, and offices among others,” said Dr Biraj Karmacharya,  
an epidemiologist who is also the Head of the Department of Community Medicine at Kathmandu University’s Dhulikhel 
Hospital. Despite the decline in new cases, studies show that the super infectious Delta variant of SARS-CoV-2 is still 
circulating in communities.3 

Issuing a guideline regarding the mobilization of public health inspectors as response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry 
of Health and Population has opened its doors to the appointment of health inspectors in local levels across the nation.  
A total of 1,077 health inspectors will be appointed to make the works related to public health more effective amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic.4  

The Family Welfare Division has said that those above the age of 40 will be prioritized in the vaccination drive against COVID-
19 set to begin from next week. Nepal is still to receive an additional 4,500,000 doses from China by September 16.5  

The procurement and importing process of COVID-19 vaccines will be more troublesome as the Ordinance related to Drugs 
Act is set to expire on September 16. The previous government had introduced the ordinance by amending the Drugs Act to 
ease the procurement of the vaccines. The ordinance has to be approved by both the House of Representatives and the 

 
2 THT Online 
3 The Kathmandu Post 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Nagarik 
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National Assembly for it to remain valid. However, no process has been started to approve this ordinance which has been 
presented in the parliament.6 

Nepal’s responses to the COVID-19 pandemic have fallen short of meeting the country’s obligations to respect, protect,  

and fulfill the right to health guaranteed by Nepal’s constitution, national legislation and international obligation to human  

rights, according to a report by the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ). The report ‘Unprepared and Unlawful: Nepal’s 

continued failure to realize the right to health during the COVID-19 pandemic’ released on September 14 says despite the 

huge loss to human lives and health during the first wave of the pandemic, the government failed to prepare for the second 

wave which had even more serious consequences. Despite the gravity of the situation, then prime minister KP Sharma Oli 

made repeated statements downplaying the seriousness of COVID-19 which portrayed the lack of the government,  

according to the ICJ report.7 

A September 15 meeting of the Ministry of Health and Population with the stakeholders has decided not to reopen the schools 

of Kathmandu Valley before Dashain. As the risk of COVID-19 infection is still there and as per DK Dhungana, Co-President of 

Private and Boarding Schools’ Organization Nepal (PABSON), the number of students in schools is high, which is why the 

decision has been made not to reopen schools. The schools with less number of students however can conduct classes for 

senior levels, he said.8 

There has been a pressure to reopen schools in Kathmandu Valley at a time when health experts have been emphasizing that 

the risk of COVID-19 infection is still there. Schools are getting ready to reopen from September 17 as the District 

Administration Office Kathmandu has said they can be reopened adhering to the health protocols. However, there are not 

many days before the Dashain vacation, which means students might not have many days to study in school after reopening. 

Yet private schools are pressurizing to reopen schools amidst the pandemic to charge the full fees, as per education experts.9 

 
6 Kantipur 
7 The Kathmandu Post 
8 Onlinekhabar 
9 Setopati 
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President of the Guardian’s Association of Nepal Suprabhat Bhandari has said Nepal should not rush to reopen schools in 

areas with a high population density and high number of students keeping in mind the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic.10 

A total of 16 community and 93 private educational institutions, shut down due to COVID-19 pandemic, resumed physical 

classes in Gokarneshwor Municipality of Kathmandu from August 31. Most of the students have been attending in-person 

classes since the resumption, according to the teachers. The online classes had not been effective, especially in the case of 

community schools, as most of the students are from lower- and middle-income families, as per the teachers.11  

The Chandragiri Municipality of Kathmandu is set to reopen schools that were shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic  

from September 17.12 

The private and community schools of Pokhara will reopen from September 17.13 

The Baglung Municipality with reopen schools from September 20 adhering to health protocols.14 

The exams of Grade XII, which had been postponed twice due to the COVID-19 pandemic, started from September 15.15 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Preparations are being made in different countries to inoculate children below the age of 11 with a COVID-19 vaccine from the 

 
10 Baarhakhari 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Onlinekhabar 
13 Onlinekhabar 
14 Setopati 
15 Onlinekhabar 
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end of October after clinical trials have shown that children aged 5-11 years can be given the vaccine. However, in Nepal it will 
take some time for the vaccine to arrive as the vaccination for those below the age of 11 has not started yet in other parts of 
the world, as per Dr Sher Bahadur Pun.16  

An agreement on subsidized loan has been made between Nepal government and the World Bank for the improvement of  
the school sector and strengthening of the health sector. The agreement is worth US$50,000,000. Finance Secretary 
Madhukumar Marasini said the financial support will be useful to improve the health and education sectors of Nepal affected  
by the COVID-19 pandemic.17  

An inspection conducted by the Department of Drug Administration last year had found that sanitizers produced by 20 

companies were sub-par. Their sales and distribution however have not stopped yet. While the public is not concerned about 

the quality of sanitizers and masks, the doctors and other healthcare workers are worried about this.18  

The night businesses in Pokhara — dance bars, dohori and clubs among others — that have remained shut since the past two 

years due to the COVID-19 pandemic will reopen from September 17. They will be allowed to operate till 1:30 am adhering to 

the public health protocols.19 

The prohibitory orders in Pokhara will be lifted from September 17. With this, schools, hotels, night clubs, dohori sanjh and 

other businesses will be allowed to reopen.20 

The hoteliers in Birgunj have complained that the restriction in movement of vehicles in the border area to control the COVID-

19 pandemic has affected their hotel business negatively. They have demanded that Indian vehicles be allowed to enter so 

that they will get some business.21 

 
16 Nayapatrika 
17 Onlinekhabar 
18 Annapurna Post 
19 Onlinekhabar 
20 Setopati 
21 Onlinekhabar 
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Insurance companies had started corona insurance plan stating that they would pay the insurance claim within seven days  

of someone testing positive for COVID-19. However, more than 100,000 insurers have not received the insurance claim  

under this scheme.22 

Nearly 7,000 Nepali students, who have paid around Rs 7,000,000,000 to the universities of Japan and Australia, have been 

stranded in Nepal due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As international students are not allowed entry to these nations due to the 

pandemic, the parents and students who had taken loans to pay the fees are in a tense situation at present, while nearly half of 

the course has been completed via online classes.23  

The prohibitory orders have been relaxed to an extent in Chitwan with a decline in rate of COVID-19 infections in the district.24 

The Aurahi Rural Municipality of Siraha has procured mosquito nets worth thousands of rupees ‘for the control of COVID-19 

pandemic’. The Rural Municipality has distributed the nets from the budget used for the COVID-19 pandemic control.25 

International News  

The healthcare workers, who have not taken the COVID-19 vaccine, will be suspended from September 15 in France. Some 
300,000 healthcare workers haven’t taken the shots in France as of now.26  

Russian President Vladimir Putin is self-isolating as a precaution after several members of his entourage fell ill with COVID-19, 
but is “absolutely” healthy and does not have the disease himself, the Kremlin said on September 14. Putin, 68, will therefore 

 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Nayapatrika 
24 Baarhakhari 
25 Ratopati 
26 Baarhakhari 
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not travel to Tajikistan this week for planned regional security meetings expected to focus on Afghanistan, but will take part by 
video conference instead.27 

A study of 614 fully vaccinated healthcare workers in India found a “significant” drop in their COVID-19 fighting antibodies 
within four months of the first shot. The findings could help the Indian government decide whether to provide booster doses as 
some Western countries have done. Waning antibodies do not necessarily mean that immunized people lose their ability to 
counter the disease, as the body’s memory cells may still kick in to offer substantial protection, said the director of a state-run 
institute that did the study.28 

The gorillas of Atlanta Zoo in the US are being treated for COVID-19 after some of them tested positive for the infection in  
the initial tests.29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

27 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
28 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
29 Nagarik 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21SEPT16MM_030  
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https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

