
  

 

 
United Nations House • Marine Gardens • Christ Church • Barbados • Tel: 246 467 -6000 • Email: rco.bb@one.un.org  

This monthly report is produced by the United Nations Sub-Regional Team (UNST) for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean 
in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It is issued by the Office of the Resident Coordinator with the support of the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  

HIGHLIGHTS 

 
• Approximately USD 11.1 million (38 

percent) has been raised under the 
USD 29.2 million UN Global Funding 
Appeal to support Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines. This total includes funds 
repurposed and mobilized by UN 
agencies, as well as pipeline funding. 
 

• On 13th July, the Government of Japan 
announced extending an Emergency 
Grant Aid of  USD 1.58 million to Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines through the 
International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) and the World Food Programme 
(WFP). 
 

• The volcano remains in a state of  
unrest, and as indicated by UWI 
Seismic Research Centre, residents 
f rom the RED and ORANGE zones 
have to live and adapt to a new and 
changing environment. 

 
• President of the UN General Assembly 

Volkan Bozkir conducted a high-level 
mission to Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines to discuss critical issues 
af fecting the country with Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves, including the humanitarian response to the volcanic eruption, 
COVID-19 recovery, and climate action. 

 
• On 2nd July, Hurricane Elsa struck Saint Vincent and the Grenadines with a few damages in Sandy Bay and Owia 

(RED zone).  

45 
Number of public shelters 

opened 1 

1,990 
Number of evacuees 2 

791 
Number of displaced 

people being fed from 

private shelters 3 

4,557 
Number of displaced families 

registered in private homes 4 

 
1
 CDEMA Situation Report #32 La Soufrière Volcano August 4, 2021 

2
 Ibid  

3
 Ibid 

4
 Ibid 

St. Vincent & the Grenadines: La Soufrière Volcano 
Monthly Report No. 02 
As of 30 July 2021 



 Country Emergency Monthly Report No. 02 | 2 

 

 

United Nations House • Marine Gardens • Christ Church • Barbados • Tel: 246 467 -6000 • Email: rco.bb@one.un.org 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Seismicity at La Soufrière has remained low since the last episode of ash venting on 22nd April. Current activity is consistent 
with a period of unrest af ter an eruption. This can continue for weeks to months. While volcanic activity has been on a 
decline, there is the continued presence of near-surface hot spots, daily seismic activity, and persistent degassing. There 
is a small, but not insignificant, possibility that magmatic activity might restart should there be an influx of new magma from 
depth. The Alert Level remained at ORANGE.5  

Due to the passage of  Hurricane Elsa in July, there were reports of damage to several houses in Sandy Bay, an area 
already devastated by the eruption of La Soufriere. It was reported that at least 43 homes and three community police 
stations suffered structural damages. From Owia, a further north community, several homes also lost their roofs due to high 
winds.6 Light to moderate damages in the YELLOW and RED zones with six 6 lahar signals recorded by the monitoring 
network on 2nd July associated with heavy rainfall f rom the passage of Hurricane Elsa. The communication network 
monitoring La Soufriere volcano was affected by the passage of Hurricane Elsa. As a result, only four seismic stations are 
currently being transmitted to Trinidad and Tobago.7      

GENERAL COORDINATION 

The Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA), under the technical coordination lead of  UNDP at the request of  the 
Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and in collaboration with the World Bank, the European Union, the 
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), the Caribbean Development Bank, several UN Agencies 
and with other partners have begun with the necessary information and data being collected by the sector teams. It is 
anticipated that the draft presentation of findings will be made to the Government during the middle of August, with a final 
validated report presented to the Government soon after.   
 
President of the UN General Assembly, Mr. Volkan Bozkır, conducted a mission to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and 
visited the Arnos Vale Logistics hub, accompanied by Resident Coordinator for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean Mr. 
Didier Trebucq. The hub, coordinated by World Food Programme, NEMO Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and CDEMA, 
continues to provide humanitarian support to those affected by the La Soufrière eruption. 

 
The President also met with Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves to discuss multiple issues, including climate change, 
COVID-19 recovery, resilience & humanitarian efforts following the volcanic eruption. 

 
5 CDEMA Situation Report #32 La Soufriere Volcano August 4, 2021 
6 News 784 22 July 2021 
7 CDEMA Situation Report #3 Tropical Storm Elsa July 6, 2021 

https://news784.com/2021/07/02/lost-roofs-blocked-roads-and-fallen-tress-as-hurricane-elsa-pounds-st-vincent/
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UN HUMANITARIAN AND RECOVERY RESPONSE 

  Early Recovery 

Needs: 
• Initial detailed sectoral assessment of the impact. 

• Cleaning and clearing of ash and debris. 
 
Response: 
• Post Disaster Needs Assessment is ongoing, with a presentation of draft findings 

scheduled to be presented to the Government the week of 9th August 2021.  
• In strong collaboration with the Buildings, Roads and General Services Authority 

(BRAGSA), the ash removal programmed commenced in June with two sets of teams 
working in both the northeast and northwest of the island but within the ORANGE zones; providing temporary 
employment to 122 persons (66 males, 56 females).   

• To date, work teams have cleaned the compounds of at least nine schools, including drains, footpaths, open areas, 

churches, and other critical infrastructure removing approximately 15,000 cubic yards of ash. Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) and necessary equipment, including power washers, were also procured for the work teams. It is 
hoped that the second phase of the programme will commence in August 2021. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 
• National ash management plan to be articulated by the Government as this determines the medium to long term 

strategy for the ash. 
 

  Education 
 
Needs: 

• Teaching-learning support for the preparation of exams. 
• Support preparation of exams for the displaced children and children whose schools are being used as shelters. 
• The recovery of education for children who missed out on their education and did not perform well in the exams. 

 
Response: 
• UNICEF is in discussions with the Ministry of Education (MoE), SVG, to support a three-week Summer Bridging 

programme to address learning loss in students at the primary and secondary levels. Approximately 25% of students 
did not meet the established standards. National diagnostic assessments were completed at the end of July and 
analysed to determine specific focus areas. 

• The new academic year is scheduled to commence on 4th October 2021. The summer programme will be 
implemented from 16th August to 10th September 2021, engaging approximately 2,000 students. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Assessment for school cleanup in the RED zone is yet to be undertaken and plans to be finalized for timely safe re-

opening of schools in September before the new academic year. 

 

 Food Security, Cash, Livelihoods, and Agriculture 
 
Needs: 
• Loss of assets and livelihoods (crops, livestock, and fisheries). 
• Insuf f icient food supplies in shelters to address needs for an extended period. 

• Ongoing adverse socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic compound 
the situation. 

 
Response: 
• The World Food Programme (WFP), in partnership with the Ministry of National Mobilization, Social Development, 

Family, Gender Affairs, Persons with Disabilities and Youth (MoNM), continues to implement the Soufriere Relief 
Grant to assist vulnerable households affected by the volcanic eruption. The programme provides cash transfers to 
evacuees staying in private homes, public shelters, displaced health workers, and other vulnerable populations.  

15,000 YD3 

 
Ash removed to date.  

19,273   
Beneficiaries reached through the   

Soufriere Relief Grant 

programme. 
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• As of 14th July, payments totaling USD 792,074 have been sent to 3,538 households registered under the 
programme, reaching approximately 19,273 individuals. Beneficiaries collect their payments through money transfer 
agents across the island with payment notifications and codes sent out to beneficiaries via SMS.  

• WFP plans to provide another round of payments between late July and mid-August.   
• WFP, in collaboration with MoNM, previously completed a verification and assessment exercise of all evacuees in 

private homes. The exercise has now verified data on more than 5,700 households, including information on 
household composition and vulnerabilities.   

• WFP continues to support the MoE on public shelter exit surveys using a digital data collection form and will assess 
those exiting for inclusion in the Soufriere Relief Grant.  

• WFP continues to support the Evacuees Data Working Group on digitalization, analysis, and data visualization.  
• UNICEF supports the MoNM in implementing a one-off Transition Grant targeted to a subgroup of beneficiaries 

currently covered under the La Soufriere Relief Grant. The intervention is designed to bridge the emergency-
development nexus by supporting affected households who, after receiving emergency support with WFP support, will 
still need long-term help. An estimated 500 beneficiaries will receive their one-off payment once the La Soufriere 
Relief  Grant ends.  

• The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) continues to support analysis and review on mechanization and 
innovation to facilitate building back better for agriculture. 

• FAO is assisting (via inputs support) on the establishment and health management of the temporary centers where 
animals are currently located.  

• FAO continues to conduct complementary geospatial analysis to help design recovery and rehabilitation activities in 

suitable areas within the ORANGE and RED zones to help resume agriculture activities. As well as assisting with the 
digitalization and analysis of farm-level crop damage and loss data.   

 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Financial resources for cash transfers and food distributions. 

• Capacity constraints in the public service. 

 

  Health      
 
Needs:           
• Improve Health Information Services with respect to Supply Chain Management. 
• Support HEOC and coordination of health support. 
• Support Surveillance data collection. 
• Access to SRH services by adolescents, given the restrictive legal framework, is a challenge.  

• Further needs will be identified once the rapid SRH assessment of shelters is completed.  
 

Response: 

• The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) supported the Ministry of Health (MoH) through a collaborative effort 
with the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA) to establish an Early Warning Alert and Response System 
(EWARS-ina-box) to rapidly detect and respond to outbreaks and other public health events in the shelters  areas 
af fected by a volcanic eruption or future disasters.  

• PAHO facilitated the EWARS training for the MoH staff, conducted by Ms. Tshewang Dorji (PAHO-WDC), completed 
on 28th July 2021, and resulted in 26 persons trained and total participation of 56 persons over four days. The week of 
activities ended with the handover of the EWARS equipment to the MoH on Friday, 30th July 2021. 

• The Air Quality monitoring project, which received MoH approval, is in the planning stages. The company will ship the 
equipment to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Hospital (SVH) on 21st August 2021, and installation is planned for 
23rd-26th August 2021. MoH is working with PAHO and the company in the selection of monitoring locations. PAHO 
will provide on-the-ground support to this project as necessary. The next meeting is scheduled for 11th August 2021. 
This project will also be duplicated in Barbados to monitor air quality in that location. 

• PAHO continues to support the MoH in researching solutions for medical/surgical supply management. PAHO is 
assisting in identifying additional temporary and, for the longer term, permanent storage solutions. 

• PAHO is providing support, along with UNICEF, through a social media campaign to decrease vaccine hesitancy as 

part of the MoH Communication Plan. 
• UNICEF is supporting the MoH in reaching breastfeeding and lactating mothers. Three animations have been 

developed and will be disseminated via social media platforms and local TV. 
• WFP is supporting PAHO logistics and providing food vouchers, cash transfers to displaced health care workers and 

vulnerable groups. 
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Gaps & Constraints: 
• Heightened risk of COVID-19 transmissions.  

 

  Logistics 
 
Needs: 
• Coordination of supply and distribution of relief items. 
• Additional storage capacity for incoming relief. 
 
Response: 

• The CDEMA Logistics System (CLS) currently has 94 registered CLS users to record, 
track and give visibility to available assets and relief items delivered to the population.   

• WFP continues supporting the receipt and dispatch of relief goods to and from the 
Arnos Vale Logistics Hub and NEMO’s Campden Park 2 and Ottley Hall warehouses, 
facilitated and tracked in the CLS. As of 27th July, 1.04 million kg in relief cargo have 
been received and recorded in the CLS, and 490.670 kilograms have been dispatched through the CLS to 77 
dispatch locations to assist evacuees in shelters and private homes.  

• These numbers do include water stored at Ottley Hall. In total, 639 service request forms have been approved 

through the CLS to dispatch requested assets to requesting partners. 

 

  Protection 
 
Needs: 
• Safe spaces/centers for children, women, and vulnerable people.  
• Child protection and violence prevention and response services. 
• Active engagement and capacity building of shelter managers to mitigate Gender-

Based Violence (GBV) risks.  
• Specialized Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) emergency services 

for evacuees in shelters, private homes, and response workers.  
• Ensure that law enforcement personnel in shelters are also female and trained on 

PSEA and sign a Code of Conduct.  
• Targeted distributions for women and girls, including Dignity Kits. 
• Ensure women and girls are included in decision-making around the shelters, encouraging women-led support 

groups.  
 
Response: 
• UNICEF supported joint training sessions led under the national Child Protection (CP) and Wellbeing Coordination 

Team, which comprises the Ministry of National Mobilization, Education and Health, International Federation of Red 
Cross, and Red Crescent Societies, the national SVG Red Cross, and IsraAid. 95 facilitators of child-friendly spaces 
completed training, including Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) emergency response training, 
access to CP Pathway referral, and the Code of Conduct.    

• UNICEF continues to support Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS). These were rolled out in 8 shelters and 5 community 
spaces, with 144 children registered and participating in bi-weekly psychosocial sessions. 28 additional sites are 
mapped and scheduled to begin the first week of August 2021 upon completing the school term.  

• UNICEF also continued promoting child protection and anti-violence messaging, CP Pathways reporting forms, and 
GVB hand-outs with hotline and contact information were disbursed to all shelters, reaching 1,982 persons. UNICEF 
distributed 300 Posters, 29 magnets, and 525 hand-outs with CP and GBV contact information and messaging to 35 
schools, 12 police stations, 4 hospitals/clinics, 3 community markets, and 10 community centers.  

• The MoNM/UNICEF Goodness Tour completed 6 community murals through a community-based arts and music 
therapy process. 375 community members assisted with the design and painting while 277 children and 3 adults 
participated in art therapy-based sessions within 40 shelters.    

• UNICEF has supported the draft digitized documents for CP Referral Pathways, Case Management Assessment, 
Service Plan, Case Monitoring, and Unaccompanied and Separated Children (UASC) Reporting Forms.    
    

 

1,040,000 

KG  
Relief cargo has been 

received and recorded in the 

CLS.  

1,982 

  
The number of people 

reached with child protection 

and anti-violence messages.  
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  Shelter, Housing, and Infrastructure 
 
Needs: 
• For July, 45 emergency shelters were opened, and concerns remain about the spread of the COVID-19 virus, mental 

health issues, and general safety and protection. 
• With the Volcano Alert Level change to ORANGE, families from the ORANGE zone are returning home. Monitoring of 

this still flow is required to determine the location of the needs. Additionally, vulnerable families in the ORANGE zone 
need support restoring and cleaning their homes and potential transportation. 

 
Response: 
• The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has offered support to NEMO to develop a recovery strategy - 

roadmap (how to get people back home/leave the shelters). Additionally, activities related to hurricane season 
preparedness continue to be considered. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 
• Additional funding needs to be secured to repair and prepare the emergency shelters and houses in SVG for the 

hurricane season. 

 

  Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
 
Needs: 

• Rehabilitation and maintenance in sanitation facilities in public shelters. 
• Promote hygiene awareness and messaging in public and private shelters. 
• WASH needs in private shelters are still to be identified through partner assessments. 
• Preparedness plan for Hurricane season and low COVID-19 testing and vaccine 

uptake. 
• Delivery of Family hygiene kits (including menstrual hygiene, nappies, masks, etc.) 
• Cleaning kits for environmental health at the shelter and household levels.  
• Essential lifesaving and risk-associated COVID-19 and hygiene awareness campaigns and messages, including 

menstrual hygiene management. 
• Hygiene promotion and behavior change material for shelters.  
• Drainage around WASH facilities in view of rains and storms that have begun. 
• Improve the WASH access in the RED zone (running water and sanitation), including cleaning at the school level.  

 
Response: 

• In collaboration with CARITAS and close coordination with the MoH, UNICEF supports a strategy to improve hygiene 

practices and develop critical messages for hurricane season.  

• To date, UNICEF delivered 930 hygiene kits to support the response in public shelters and returnees. 

• In coordination with the MoNM, UNICEF and CARITAS identified 1,000 families who will receive cash to improve 
hygiene practices.   

• WASH working group is planning a second WASH assessment in public shelters and health centers, with UNICEF 
support.      

• PAHO team has completed the update to the health care facilities database for WASH. The MoH Team identification 

of  priorities for WASH (and backup power) interventions remains outstanding. 
• PAHO WASH team visited Argyl Covid IC, Biabou HC, Calliaqua HC, Stubbs HC, and Evesham HC on 7th August 

with MoH Planner and Plumbing Technical specialist to discuss design solutions and options for water storage and 
distribution and liquid waste disposal systems for each of these critical facilities. PAHO, MoH, and the plumbing 
technical specialist will survey, define the needs, and estimate costs for repairing and upgrading WASH in short-listed 
facilities in preparation for implementation. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• The physical ability of returnees to clean the shelters.  
• COVID-19 and hygiene promotion and awareness-raising for infection prevention and control and healthy behavior 

practice.  
• Concerns are raised from the mobilization department regarding 200 displaced health workers from the RED zone.  

1,000 

  
The number of families 

identified to receive cash to 

improve hygiene practices.  
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• Concerns are raised from the public health department for the conditions and protocols of supplies storage (such as 
bottled water).  

• To rehabilitate the running water in the RED zone.  
• To improve the WASH access in schools in public schools in the RED zone.  
• To improve cleaning activities at the household level to support the people who are returning to their homes. It 

includes providing cleaning kits. 

 
FUNDING APPEAL  
 
For more information on contribution to the UN Funding Appeal, please visit UN Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean 
website here or contact Tia Browne, Development Coordination Officer, Partnerships and Development Finance, with the   
Resident Coordinator Office via email: tia.browne@un.org or mobile +1 (246) 832-6107.  
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Carol Sanchez, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, sanchez21@un.org, Tel: +1 (246) 467-6111, Cell +1 (246) 832-6111 

Randy Warner, Information Management Assistant, randy.warner@un.org, Tel: +1 (246) 467-6113, Cell +1 (246) 836-6113 
 

For more information, please visit Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency - CDEMA National Emergency Management Organization - 
The University of the West Indies Seismic Research Centre (uwiseismic.com) PAHO Situation Reports  

 

https://easterncaribbean.un.org/en/125342-un-global-funding-appeal-explosive-eruption-la-soufriere-volcano-saint-vincent-and
mailto:tia.browne@un.org
mailto:sanchez21@un.org
mailto:randy.warner@un.org
https://www.cdema.org/
http://nemo.gov.vc/nemo/
http://nemo.gov.vc/nemo/
http://uwiseismic.com/
https://www.paho.org/en/volcano-soufriere-eruption-saint-vincent-and-grenadines

