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HIGHLIGHTS 

More than 4,400 deaths and 7,600 injuries have been
reported in north-west Syria, as of 12 February, since
an earthquake of 7.7 magnitude struck southern
Türkiye on 6 February.

The district with the highest number of deaths and
injuries as of 12 February is Harim, followed by Afrin
and Jebel Saman.

On February 12, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator
Martin Griffiths visited the Turkish side of Bab Al-
Hawa, the border-crossing authorized for UN aid
delivery to north-west Syria.

As of 13 February, 58 trucks loaded with aid provided
by six UN agencies so far crossed to north-west Syria,
over a period of five days, since the earthquakes.

Priority needs include heavy machines for debris
removal; medical supplies; shelter and non-food items,
including heating; emergency food and WASH
assistance.

Families at the Atareb Reception Center in western Aleppo,
north-west Syria. 9 February 2023. Credit: OCHA/Bilal Al-
Hammoud
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This Situation Report covers developments in north-west Syria and Ras Al Ain – Tell Abiad. OCHA Türkiye prepares this
report with the support of Cluster Coordinators and the Humanitarian Field Officers (HFO). The data/information
collected come from both sources.

Cross-border aid operation to north-west Syria
by number of trucks (as of 13 February 2023)

FEATURE  

2023 Earthquake: Situation Overview in North-west Syria

“Muhammad, my son, are you alive? I am here. I am waiting for you
here. I will not leave without you." A father called for his son trapped
under the rubble of a collapsed home in Armanaz, Idleb.

People in north-west Syria continue to be trapped under the rubble, a
week since the earthquakes struck southern Türkiye on 6 February
causing damages and casualties in both countries. Death tolls are
climbing by the day. More than 4,400 deaths and 8,500 injuries have
been reported in the area as of 12 February.

Humanitarian needs in Syria have reached an all-time high as the
country enters its twelfth year of conflict in 2023. In the north-west
alone, 4.1 million people depend on humanitarian assistance. The
impacts of the earthquakes only exacerbate their needs during a
cholera outbreak at the coldest period of the year.

Water trucking has also reportedly been suspended in Idleb, Jarablue
and Atameh as of 9 February due to an increase in turbidity in the water source, putting community members at risk of
cholera and other water-borne diseases. Nearly 47,000 cholera cases have been reported in north-west Syria as of 11
February. Some 560 cases have been lab-confirmed.

High injuries and casualties are overwhelming the capacities of medical centers and hospitals. At least 31 health facilities in
north-west Syria are partially functional or have suspended their services due to the earthquakes. Partners are providing
essential kits, medicines and fuel supply however it is inadequate to meet all needs, particularly in densely populated areas
in Idleb and Aleppo.

Psychosocial support is particularly critical. Local sources indicated that many civilians are experiencing nervous
breakdowns and panic in the aftermath of the earthquakes.

The UN continues to scale up its cross-border aid operation, which resumed on 9 February after a three-day temporary
interruption by the earthquakes. As of 13 February, a total of 58 trucks have crossed from Türkiye to north-west Syria over a
period of five days, carrying aid from food and tents to cholera testing kits and essential medicines.

(13 Feb 2023)
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2023 Earthquake: Impact and Humanitarian Needs

Impacts

(13 Feb 2023)
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Earthquake-affected areas in north-west Syria
and border crossings.

According to the Health Cluster, more than 4,400 deaths and
8,500 injuries have been reported in north-west Syria as of 12
February. The numbers are expected to continue to rise as
numerous people remain trapped in the debris of collapsed
buildings.

As of 12 February, more than 1,700 buildings have been
completely destroyed and more than 6,300 buildings have been
partially destroyed.

The earthquakes affected at least 78 communities and 35 sub-
districts in north-west Syria. Residents interviewed by the Ataa
Humanitarian Relief Association (ATAA) stated that 75 per cent
of the population in 18 sub-districts in Idlib and Aleppo
governorates have been affected, notably the cities of Harim, Salqin, Sarmada, and Dana.

The district with the highest number of deaths and injuries as of 12 February is Harim, followed by Afrin and Jebel
Saman.

Map showcasing earthquake-affected areas in north-west Syria (as of 10 February)

Humanitarian Needs

Priority needs include heavy machines for debris removal; medical supplies, including ambulances and medicine;
shelter and non-food items, including heating; emergency food and WASH assistance.

Overstretched hospitals and under-resourced health support : The huge number of casualties is
overwhelming hospitals’ capacities that have limited medical, surgical and intensive care unit (ICU) beds. Major
power outages have resulted in fuel shortages in hospitals. Hospitals and blood donation centers are operating with
limited resources.

While medical structures in the region were already severely lacking before the earthquake, the largest two
medical organizations in the area, UOSSM and the Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS), reported many of
their facilities being out of service and evacuated.

T he Health Cluster  reported that urgent medical needs in hospitals include serums, gauze bandages,
painkillers, medical plaster and blood bags. Other urgent needs include fuel for generators and heating as well
as burial bags. At least 20 hospitals have registered a request for blood units.

At least 31 health facilities in north-west Syria are partially functional or have suspended their services due to
the earthquakes. At least 55 health facilities have been partially or fully damaged.

There is a great need for psychological support. Local sources indicate that many civilians are suffering from
nervous breakdowns. Children, women and the elderly are affected by severe shock and panic.

Shelter needs and homelessness: The Shelter and Non-Food Items (SNFI) Cluster is continuing to work on
damage and needs assessments in the most affected locations.Local authorities indicate that over 11,000 families
are now homeless.

Around 280,000 individuals in north-west Syria are currently estimated to be directly affected by the
earthquakes and are in immediate need of shelter and/or NFI assistance. The most urgent needs are tents,
shelter kits, NFI kits, basic and winter clothing, and heating fuel. 

https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/northwest-syria-earthquake-affected-areas-and-border-crossings-9-february-2023
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Violet Organization estimated that 100 per cent of buildings were damaged in Besnaya-Bseineh and Atma in
Idleb governorate, 90 per cent in Armanaz (Idleb) and Atareb (Aleppo), 80 per cent in Sarmada, Dana, Termanin
and Milis (Idlib) and 75 per cent in Jandairis (Aleppo).

Limited food: Supplies of daily bread are a primary need.

Flooding in Al T lul: The WASH cluster reported on 11 February that the village of Al Tlul, in the Salqin subdistrict,
witnessed flooding that submerged most houses in the village.

Some houses in the villages of Hardana, Delbiya, Jakara, and Hamziyeh have also reportedly been flooded,
affecting approximately 1,000 homes in these villages and forcing around 7,000 people to evacuate.

Closed and damaged schools: According to the Education Cluster’s needs assessment, 40 per cent of 300
reported schools or temporary learning spaces were damaged and require either light repair or moderate rehabilitation
to be able to function again. It is reported that 17,000 children and 860 teachers were affected in these schools.

The suspension of schools was extended until 18 February by local authorities. At this stage, it is unclear
when schools can safely open as this requires an assessment of structural damages.

At least 39 schools are reportedly used as collective shelters.

Urgent needs shared by education partners include the provision of education supplies, continued payment for
teachers and rehabilitation of damaged schools.

Limited water access: Water trucking has reportedly been suspended in Idleb, Jarablue and Atameh as of 9
February due to an increase of turbidity in the water source.

According to local authorities, the most affected areas are suffering from the collapse of central water tanks
and there is a need for temporary water tanks.

Protect ion needed for unaccompanied children: Unaccompanied children, including those who lost their
parents, are at risk of exploitation including by human traffickers.

Displacement : Earthquakes and aftershocks have caused ongoing displacement. More than 30,000 displacement
movements were recorded in north-west Syria between 6 February and 8 February, according to the Camp
Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Cluster.

Departures principally occurred from Jandairis, Salqin and Harim. The main locations where displaced people
arrived included Dana, Maaret Tamsrin sub-districts.

FEATURE  

2023 Earthquake: Humanitarian Response

UN cross-border aid operat ion: The UN resumed its cross-border operation on 9 February following three days of
temporary disruption due to damaged roads. As of 13 February, a total of 58 trucks loaded with aid provided by six UN
agencies (IOM, UNHCR, UNFPA, UNICEF, WFP, WHO) have crossed to north-west Syria since the earthquakes.

On-the-ground response capacity: The response capacity in north-west Syria continues to be dire.

(13 Feb 2023)
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The first cross-border aid convoy to north-west
Syria since the earthquakes took place on 9
February. Credit: OCHA/Madevi Sun-Suon

According to civil defense, only five per cent of reported
sites are being covered by search and rescue operations.
The lack of heavy machines to remove rubble and bad
weather conditions complicate these efforts.

Three Early Recovery partners have reportedly conducted
rubble removal efforts, particularly in the areas of Armanaz,
Atareb, Dana, Harim and Salqin. Others have diverted
resources to search and rescue activities, as well as started
re-programming to provide multi-purpose cash assistance
and survival grants for shops and businesses under
pressure.

The Nutrit ion Cluster  reported that their warehouses and
nutrition supplies are intact. Some implementing partners
have reportedly activated the Rapid Response Team modalities which include the distribution of High Energy
Biscuits and micronutrients and the provision of individual counseling for mothers on breastfeeding during
difficult times.

High-energy biscuits were distributed to 2,000 people by PAC, a UNICEF national partner.

Many of the earthquake victims, including at least 350 patients, were taken to the Bab al-Hawa hospital, which
is supported by SAMS.

Assessments: OCHA is tracking more than 40 assessments by partners on needs, response and gaps, 35 of which
are completed.

As of 11 February, 12 surveillance teams are reportedly assessing the nutrition situation in affected population
sites.

Pre-posit ioned aid in north-west  Syria: UN pre-positioned aid is accessible in north-west Syria but fails to meet
the needs of affected people. Partners have reported that pre-positioned stocks are currently in distribution.

UNHCR has distributed 900 tents which were pre-positioned in north-west Syria prior to the earthquakes.

IOM has distributed 1,150 tents and 1,735 NFI kits which were pre-positioned in north-west Syria prior to the
earthquakes.

4,500 NFI kits and 1,000 tents will be sent from the Gaziantep warehouse by UNHCR to north-west Syria by 14
February.

UNFPA has pre-positioned 67,000 dignity kits in north-west Syria and distribution is on-going.

Other pre-positioned items include hygiene kits (which can support up to 9 million people) and water
purification tablets (which can support up to 500,000 people)

Set  up of interim shelters: According to the CCCM cluster, at least 20 reception centers have been set up in both
the Idleb and Aleppo governorates. The Human Appeal reception center in Maaret Tamsrin, Idleb, can accommodate
up to 1,000 people.

Food distribut ion:The Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL) Cluster is proving first-line response to the food needs
of people affected by earthquakes including with ready-to-eat food and meals.
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As of February 12, around 44,430 people in north-west Syria have been assisted with 8,886 ready-to-eat food
(lasting for one week) through WFP partners in Idleb, Harim, Dana, Benesh, Jandairis, Kafr Takharim, Maaret
Tamsrin, Saraqeb, Taftanaz, Jisr-Ash-Shugur, Armanaz, Kafr Takharim, Azaz, Jarablus.

As of February 12, the FSL partners reached in total 142,226 beneficiaries with ready-to-eat food. Additionally,
62,835 cooked meals (29,200 in Jandairis and 3,280 in Harim) were distributed, and 49,985 beneficiaries
received one-off Multi-Purpose-Cash grants.

Health support : The Health Cluster is working to establish temporary medical health facilities, deploy teams and
provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS).

1,124 people were provided health services and PPE were distributed to health workers by UNICEF.

The Health Cluster reported that more than 546 surgeries were performed in all hospitals for most emergency
cases supported by NGOs. Additionally, first aid kits were provided to 14 facilities and 4,000 liters of fuel were
provided to six facilities. More than 3,000 units of blood were collected and sent to blood banks following six
blood donation campaigns.

Nutrit ion support :The Nutrition cluster reported that over 1,200 Children under five years old and 337 caregivers
were reached as of 11 February.

614 Children under five years old were screened and at least 22 children were referred to the nutrition centers.

Some 170 pregnant and lactating women were reached withInfant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) counseling

Flooding in Al T lul: As of 11 February, heavy machinery has been deployed by WASH partners to open channels
and mitigate the flood in Al Tlul.

Funding: A $25 million grant was released by United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) on 7
February to help “kick-start” the earthquake response.

A Whole-of-Syria Flash Appeal will be published over the coming days to map gaps, needs, and financial
requirements for an initial period of three months until 10 May 2023.

T he Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) has received pledged contributions aiming to
respond to humanitarian needs in north-west Syria including the earthquake response thanks to the generous
support of France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United States of America.

The pledged contributions to SCHF are worth nearly $50 million, as of 12 February. OCHA request all donors to
complete the pending contribution process for funds to be utilized in time for an upcoming Reserve Allocation.

Other UN agencies have activated their internal emergency funds.

To contribute to the Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF), please click here.

FEATURE  

2023 North-west Syria starts new year with new cross-border countdown

"While the world out there is celebrating the new year, our sole concern is how to get warm."

(13 Feb 2023)

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/un-emergency-fund-releases-us25-million-help-people-affected-earthquake-middle-east#:~:text=(New%20York%2C%207%20February%202023,kick%2Dstart%20the%20humanitarian%20response.
https://crisisrelief.un.org/turkiye-syria-earthquake-appeal
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Top: Children playing outside the Al-Karameh
camps in Idleb where families benefit from
cross-border food baskets. 7 January 2023.
(Photo: OCHA/Ali Haj Suleiman) Bottom: The
last aid convoy under Security Council
resolution 2642 at the UN Transshipment Hub
in Türkiye. 10 January 2023. (Photo:
OCHA/Madevi Sun-Suon)

On 9 January, the Security Council unanimously adopted Security
Council resolution 2672, extending the UN cross-border aid operation
to Syria for six months until 10 July 2023. This vote came one day
prior to the expiration of the last resolution (2642), at a time when
north-west Syria is experiencing the highest number of humanitarian
needs amidst harsh winter conditions and a cholera outbreak.

A statement of the Secretary-General’s Spokesperson notes that:
“The United Nations is committed to pursuing all avenues to provide
aid and protection through the safest and most direct and efficient
routes.”

For the first time ever, Syrians living across every sub-district in Syria
are experiencing some degree of humanitarian stress. In 2023, the
number of people in need in Syria has climbed to 15.3 million. Out of
this figure, 4.1 million are in the north-west and the majority are
women and children.

T his winter season is already hit t ing communit ies with rain,
unpredictable flooding and cold temperatures. For many
families, this is their twelfth winter in displacement.

"While the world out there is celebrating the new year, our sole
concern is how to get warm,” said Mohammad, a bakery manager in
Kelly town in the Idleb governorate.

The humanitarian community is continuing with the implementation of
the winterization and flooding preparedness response plan comprised
of 40 multi-sectoral activities. However, funding gaps continue to put
lives at risk, particularly the 1.8 million people living in camps or self-
settled sites with limited or no access to clean water, heating or health services. In 2022, all clusters were underfunded with
a 48 per cent funding gap identified for the whole humanitarian response.

T he UN cross-border aid operat ion is present ly the only way to reach people at  scale. Since 2014, more than
55,000 t rucks have crossed the T urkish borders to reach millions of people in need in north-west  Syria.

“It is not only physical aid,” said Sanjana Quazi, Head of OCHA Türkiye. “The UN supports up to 80 per cent of all food
assistance. But we also support programme implementation in education, nutrition and protection, to name a few.”

An extension of six months further adds procurement, operational and logistical challenges to the uncertainty attached to
every renewal. December saw the largest number of trucks in one month in 2022 (totaling 1,154 trucks) due to aid pre-
positioning ahead of the January vote. It takes additional time to reactivate the delivery and procurement pipeline following a
guaranteed renewal.

Chronic uncertainty also disrupts planning for projects aimed at addressing needs in a protracted crisis situation. The Food,
Security and Livelihoods (FSL) cluster for instance reported that the number of people benefitting from their livelihood
activities in north-west Syria dropped significantly from 1.3 million people in 2020 to 550,000 in 2022 due to decreasing
funding and uncertainty around each Security Council vote outcome.

http://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2672(2023)
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-01-09/statement-attributable-the-spokesperson-for-the-secretary-general-the-extension-of-cross-border-humanitarian-aid-syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-2023-humanitarian-needs-overview-december-2022
https://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/Syria/2023-SYRIA/Jan232023ChallengesWishesNWS/i-wGtKnWF
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/northwest-syria-winterization-and-flood-preparedness-and-response-plan-2022-2023-season-september-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/northwest-syria-funding-gap-analysis-october-december-2022?_gl=1*zbacmy*_ga*MjA2NTI1NzgyMC4xNjY2ODYyMDI2*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY3MzU5Mzc0Ni4yMTkuMC4xNjczNTkzNzQ4LjU4LjAuMA..
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“The situation is bad for everyone. We depend on the humanitarian aid that is coming from Türkiye and if this aid stops or
even reduces, a huge disaster will happen here," warned Um Mohammad, a displaced mother of three boys in Idleb.

Like its predecessor, Security Council resolution 2672 requests the Secretary-General to provide a “special report on the
humanitarian needs in Syria” and encourages the convening of an “Informal Interactive Dialogue every two months.”

The UN began its cross-border operation in 2014 under Security Council resolution 2165. Since then, three border crossings
have been closed following past votes of the Security Council: Al-Ramtha in 2018 (Jordan), Al Yarubiyah in 2019 (Iraq) and
Bab al-Salam in 2020 (Türkiye). Bab Al-Hawa is today the single, and the most used, remaining border crossing authorized
for UN cross-border aid delivery to north-west Syria.

Community members in north-west Syria share
their wishes for 2023 including Khansaa, Dr
Ukba and Usama in Idleb. December 2022.
(Photos: OCHA/Ali Haj Suleiman)

MEDIA  

Hopes for 2023: Peace in Syria

Syria enters its 12th year of conflict in 2023 against a backdrop of
inflation and harsh living conditions. Community members from the
north-west share some of their hopes and wishes for the new year.

Khansaa, the teacher

45-year-old Khansaa Al-Hussein is a third-grade teacher in the village
of Kafr Yahmoul.

"I wish for goodness to prevail for people all around the world. I hope
our areas can be safe and secure and that those who have been
displaced have the opportunity to return to their homes. I wish that
education can be accessible to all Syrian children. I wish that
happiness and joy will enter each and every home."

Dr Ukba, the health worker

Dr Ukba Jaduu is a doctor who specializes in child care at the SAMS Maternity Hospital in Dana, Idleb.

"My wishes for 2023 are for peace, stability and more assistance in terms of relief, medical and educational support as
there are increasing needs in the area. I wish for universal peace and justice. I wish all the good for everyone in the new
year."

Usama, the art ist

Usama Ali loves to draw and paint. He currently lives in the Al-Anwar camp in Idleb after being displaced from the Abul
Thohur community.

"My wish for 2023 is for a solution to be reached in Syria. I wish that every displaced person has the option to return to his
or her home. I wish that peace will prevail in all countries of the world."

To read all community wishes and view more photos, please click here. Photos by OCHA/Ali Haj Suleiman

(18 Jan 2023)

https://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/Syria/2023-SYRIA/Jan232023ChallengesWishesNWS/i-PPqgzDT
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/2165
https://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/Syria/2022-SYRIA-/Dec22Wishes2023NWS
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima
https://www.unocha.org/turkey

About  Terms of Use  Privacy policy  Copyright notice

ANALYSIS  

Out now: 2023 Humanitarian Needs Overview

“Waking up in Syria today means looking at a bleak future ahead of you.”

203 out of 270 sub-districts in Syria are now classified as being under severe,
extreme, or catastrophic conditions, according to the 2023 Humanitarian Needs
Overview released in December 2022. The country has lost 42 places on the
Human Development Index as most Syrians continue to face a context of
"continuing humanitarian decline."

Click here to download the 2023 Humanitarian Needs Overview for Syria

(18 Jan 2023)

https://twitter.com/MarkCutts
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima
https://www.unocha.org/turkey
https://reports.unocha.org/en/about/
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/terms-of-use
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/privacy-notice
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/copyright
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-2023-humanitarian-needs-overview-december-2022

