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Highlights 

 Typhoon Hagupit makes first landfall in 
Dolores municipality, Eastern Samar province 
on 5 December with maximum sustained winds 
of 175 km/h and gusts of up to 210 km/h. 

 Initial reports indicate less damage than 
expected in accessible areas affected by the 
typhoon; situation in isolated municipalities is 
still unclear. 

 Hagupit is expected to make multiple landfalls 
in the province of Romblon on 7 December. 

 Some 717,000 people were pre-emptively 
evacuated by the Government. To date, there 
are no validated casualties reported. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation Overview 
Typhoon Hagupit (known locally as Ruby) made its first landfall in Dolores municipality, Eastern Samar province 
(Region VIII, Eastern Visayas) as a category 2 at 9:15 p.m. on 6 December (Manila time) with maximum sustained 
winds of 175 km/h and gusts of up to 210 km/h according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA). Hagupit made a second landfall in the morning of 7 December in 
Cataingan municipality, Masbate province. Communication lines and electricity have been damaged and roads are 
impassable around the affected areas. The extent of the typhoon’s impact remains unclear.  

Preliminary reports from the field indicate localized flooding and wind damage. Humanitarian organizations based 
in Borongan City, located 70 km south of Dolores, also reported significant damage in the coastal municipalities 
north of the city. 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in Eastern Samar is clearing roads and airports and field engineers 
from private telecommunications companies have been deployed to restore telecommunications networks.  

With multiple islands affected by the typhoon, access and logistics to support the humanitarian operations may be 
constrained. The provinces of Masbate, Marinduque, Romblon and northern Palawan are of a particular concern as 
some of these areas have not been hit by a major storm in recent years. In Marinduque, the airport can only 
support light aircraft such as helicopters. 

On 6 December, the province of Albay (Region V, Bicol), which continues to respond to people affected by the 
unrest of the Mayon Volcano, declared a State of Calamity as it was placed under public storm warning signal 3 
(winds of more than 100 to 185 km/h). 

Map Sources: GADM, PAGASA 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Map created on 
7 December 2014.  
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Before the typhoon made landfall, some 717,000 people were pre-emptively evacuated in regions IV-A, IV-B, V, VI, 
VII, VIII and Caraga according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). 
According to the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), an estimated 133,000 families (665,000 
people) are hosted in 1,758 evacuation centres across all the seven affected regions. To date, there have been no 
Government validated casualties reported.  

According to the Government, airports in Naga and Legazpi cities (Albay), Talcoban (Leyte) and Calbayog (Samar) 
are closed. The Department of Public Works and Highways reported that roads from Catarman to Allen and 
Catarman to Calbayog in Northern Samar province and the roads between Oras, San Policarpo and Arteche in 
Eastern Samar are impassable as of 11:00 a.m.  

Typhoon Hagupit is projected by PAGASA to make additional landfalls in Sibuyan Island and Tablas Island in 
Romblon province on 7 December and in Oriental Mindoro province on 8 December.  If it continues on its current 
track and speed moving at 15 km/h, it will begin to affect Metro Manila by the afternoon of 8 December. 

Humanitarian Response 
DSWD have distributed food packs to local government authorities in the projected affected areas for distribution to 
evacuation centres. The food packs are expected to last for three days. DSWD repacking centres in Mindanao 
continue to operate with pre-positioned goods ready to be deployed to Eastern Visayas. 

In Region VIII (Eastern Visayas), AFP search and rescue teams have been deployed to Eastern Samar and Leyte. 
The Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council also began planning the conduct of rapid needs 
assessment. 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) have pre-positioned personnel in the potentially affected areas with teams 
deployed to support existing offices in Borongan City. Relief supplies including emergency shelter, food and non-
food items have been strategically stored in Manila, Cebu and Cotabato City and are available to be deployed upon 
the request of the Government. Additional logistics support may be required to distribute the supplies to multiple 
islands. Upon request, unmanned aerial vehicles have also been made available for Government use in the 
conduct of the initial rapid needs assessment. 

On 6 December, the acting Humanitarian Coordinator on behalf of the HCT reiterated the offer of international 
support to the Government. The Government will respond to the offer based on assessed needs. 

On 4 December, the International Charter on Space and Major Disasters was activated to provide satellite imagery 
to inform initial damage analysis of the typhoon (http://bit.ly/1CTXrpd). The Digital Humanitarian Network will also 
support gathering information from social media to capture the needs of the affected communities especially when 
communication lines are restored. The Communication with Communities and Accountability to Affected Population 
Working Group also distributed preparedness information bulletins in the local dialects in Samar, Leyte, Eastern 
Samar and Roxas City. 

General Coordination 
To support potential relief operations in the island provinces of Region IV-B (MIMAROPA), the Government plans 
to use Roxas City as a staging area with Cebu International Airport acting as the international point of entry for 
relief goods. DSWD Secretary Corazon Juliano Soliman is managing the “One Stop Shop” facility in Cebu. 

The AFP also established the Multinational Coordinating Center (MNCC) at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City to 
coordinate incoming foreign military assets. Offers of assistance were received from Australia, Brunei, Canada, 
China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

On 5 and 6 December, the Secretary of the Department of Interior and Local Government, Manuel Roxas II, 
convened a joint NDRRMC and Eastern Samar Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 
(PDRRMC) meeting in Borongan to ensure consistency of data in the evacuation centres and facilitate pre-emptive 
evacuations. An Operational Command Center was established in Borongan and is located in the 2

nd
 Floor of the 

provincial capitol compound. Members of the HCT are providing information management support to the command 
centre. 

The NDRRMC will temporarily transfer the Region VIII Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 
operations from Tacloban City to Borongan as soon as the roads are passable. 

On 6 December, the HCT held an emergency meeting as a follow-up to the joint meeting with the NDRRMC on 
5 December. The HCT discussed the cluster coordination structure to align with the Government’s National 
Disaster Response Plan. It was reported that the Department of Health (DOH) has requested for Type 2 

http://bit.ly/1CTXrpd
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international medical teams (Inpatient Surgical Emergency Care) to support the response in Northern Samar. 
Incoming medical teams should register and coordinate with DOH. The Government will also not accept donation 
of medicines with an expiration date within one year. 

On 7 December, the HCT convened to share updates on the initial impact and continued response planning to the 
support the Government. The Philippine Red Cross expects to begin rapid needs assessment in the affected areas 
beginning on 8 December. 

For information on scheduled meetings and events on Typhoon Hagupit, please visit: 
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/philippines/events  

For further information, please contact:  

David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Mobile +63-917-513-9924 

Akiko Yoshida, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, yoshidaa@un.org, Mobile +63-917-543-7251 

Orla Fagan, Asia-Pacific Regional Public Information and Advocacy Officer, fagano@un.org, Mobile +63-917-597-7219 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info  

To be added or deleted from this Situation Report mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org 
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