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AID ORGANIZATIONS FACE 
SEVERE UNDERFUNDING; AID 
DELIVERY SIGNIFICANTLY 
IMPACTED
Amid growing humanitarian 
needs, aid organizations in 
Yemen are facing significant 
funding shortages. By 
the end of June, the 2022 
Humanitarian Response 
Plan (HRP) remained 
under-funded, forcing aid 
organizations to reduce 
or close critical assistance 
programmes. As of 30 June, 
the 2022 HRP secured only 
26 per cent of the requested 
US$4.27 billion to provide 
lifesaving assistance and 
protection services to 17.9 
million people.   Of the 41 
major UN programmes, 26 
have been scaled back or 
closed. Unless funding is 
received, 15 will be either 
further reduced or closed' in 

the coming months.

On 26 June, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
announced scaling back of its 
support in Yemen following 
critical funding gaps, global 
inflation and the knock-on 
effects of the war in Ukraine. 
This came at the time when 
an estimated 19 million 
people are facing acute food 
insecurity or worse (IPC 
Phase 3 or above), with more 
than160,000 in catastrophic 
food needs. In December 2021, 
WFP was forced to reduce 
food rations for 8 million 
people due to funding gaps 
and had to introduce another 
round of cuts in May. With 
the funding cut in June, five 
million people will now 
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receive less than half of their daily 
requirement, while 8 million people 
will receive less than one-third of 
their daily requirement. Resilience 
and livelihood activities, as well 
as school feeding and nutrition 
programmes will cease for 4 million 
people, leaving assistance available 
for only 1.8 million people. Aid 
organizations facing the threat of 
further reducing assistance or closing 
more programmes will exacerbate 
people’s humanitarian needs. 

If immediate action is not taken, 

millions of people will face severe 
food insecurity, avoidable diseases, 
displacement and death. Millions 
more will not be able to rebuild their 
shattered livelihoods. More than four 
million internally displaced people, 
including families living in hazardous 
and undignified conditions, will go 
without support. It is imperative for 
aid organizations to receive renewed 
and sustainable funding to ensure the 
continued delivery of much-needed 
humanitarian assistance and services 
to people in need. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN FUNDING RECEIVED BY CLUSTER  (30 June 2022)
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50,000 
severely malnourished 

children will not receive aid by 
end of July

3.6 million 
people will not have WASH 

assistance

4.6 million
people will not have access to 

drinking water

1 million
women and girls already 

stopped receiving reproductive 
health services in May, with 
another 800,000 at risk of 

losing access to these services

Medical services, including 
mental health and 

psychosocial support for 
some 400,000 people will be 

cut by end of July

150,000
displaced people and migrants 
will lose access to protection 

services

Shelter and non-food item 
assistance to some 25,000 

displaced households will stop

Protection services to more than 
100,000 people in displacement 
sites and remote areas will be 

ceased by July

WITHOUT 
ADDITIONAL 
FUNDING...



3 Despite a sever funding shortfall, aid 
agencies  in Yemen delivered life-
saving assistance and services to an 
average of 12.6 million people per 
month during the first four months 
of 2022, reaching 70 per cent of 

the targeted 17.9 million people 
through the 2022 Humanitarian 
Response Plan.  Some 25 per cent 
of the number of people reached 
were women and 49 per cent were 
children. 

HEAVY RAINS AND FLOODING AFFECT 
6,800 HOUSEHOLDS IN YEMEN
People in Yemen’s several 
governorates, mainly internally 
displaced people, were affected 
by heavy rains and floods in June, 
losing their shelters, food supplies 
and household items. Initial reports 
received from humanitarian 
partners and the local authorities 
during the month indicated that 
an estimated 6,800 households 
(approximately 41,000 people) were 
affected by floods in Ad Dali’, Al 
Hodeidah, Hadramawt, Hajjah and 
Ta’iz governorates.  The number 
of the affected households was 
not fully verified yet. Initial rapid 
assessments were conducted in some 
of the affected locations which were 
accessible and as resources allowed. 

In early June, nearly 400 households 
in Ouda and Al Oshaira displacement 
sites in Al Makha District of 
Ta’iz Governorate and another 
two displacement sites in Al 
Mukalla District of Hadramawt 
Governorate were affected by 
heavy rains. According to the 
Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management (CCCM) Cluster 
partners, the affected households lost 
their shelters and food, with their 
household items damaged. 

Following heavy rains on 5 June, 
several districts in Ta’iz Governorate 
were affected by floods. According 
to national NGOs that conducted 
initial assessments in flood-affected 

districts, more than 2,800 households 
(approximately 16,800 people) in At 
Ta’iziyah, Mawiyah, Dimnat Khdair, 
Maqbanah and Sami’ districts were 
affected by floods. 

Displaced people in Al Hodeidah 
Governorate faced heavy rains and 
floods, with their shelters and food 
supplies destroyed. According to 
initial assessment conducted by 
CCCM partners, more than 2,900 
displaced households across 22 sites 
in Abs, Aslam, Khayran Al Muharraq 
and Bani Qays districts of Hajjah 
Governorate and 238 households in 
13 displacement sites in Az Zuhrah 
District of Al Hodeidah Governorate 
were affected. In Ad Dali’ 
Governorate, humanitarian partners 
reported some 470 households in 11 
sites in Ad Dali’ City and Qa’tabah 
District of Ad Dali’ Governorate 
were affected by floods in late June. 

In the affected areas where 
assessments had been conducted, 
people’s immediate needs included 
shelters, food assistance, household 
items, healthcare and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene support. 
Humanitarian partners are working 
with the local authorities to respond 
to the affected people’s needs. A 
severe lack of humanitarian funding 
is affecting aid agencies’ ability to 
implement the floods preparedness 
plan. 
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WOMEN PAY THE PRICE AS 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH FUNDING 
DRIES UP

* Names have been changed for privacy and protection

The United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) is the sole provider 
of reproductive health medicines 
and is leading reproductive health 
service provision in Yemen. 
However, lack of funding has forced 
the organization to scale back 
humanitarian operations by 25 per 
cent since the beginning of the year. 
Only 13 per cent of a $100 million 
appeal has been funded so far. 

In 2021, UNFPA reached 1.6 million 
women and girls with reproductive 
health services, assisting 151,000 
safe deliveries, with support to 
127 health facilities and payments 
to 2,065 health workers. Due to 
lack of funding, UNFPA has had to 
reprioritize, currently supporting 
98 health facilities and four 
reproductive health mobile teams.

An internally displaced woman 
named Hamsa*1in labour pains 
arrived at Maifa′a Mother and Child 
Centre in Hadramout Governorate, 
known to provide free obstetric 
services, only to discover medical 
personnel gone and delivery services 
cut off.  She sought help from a 
traditional birth attendant at home. 
The attendant did not realize she 
needed a Caesarean section and 
when she started bleeding heavily, 
had to be taken to the nearest 
hospital in Al Mukalla City, 130 
kilometers away. There the medical 
team managed to save Hamsa’s life, 
but not her newborn baby girl.

In Amran Governorate, Raisa*, 
ready to give birth to her first child, 
made it to Al Dhabr Health Centre 

but found the doors locked, no 
longer open around-the-clock due to 
lack of personnel. Hours ticked by as 
her pains intensified, but her family 
could not afford transportation to 
another hospital. Al Dhabr Health 
Centre, where Raisa tried to obtain 
care, provided free reproductive 
health-care services since 2018, 
with UNFPA supporting a female 
doctor and trained mid-wife. The 
clinic received up to 30 cases a day 
but after it started charging for 
services and medicine, most women 
could not afford, it saw two patients 
a day. Until it reduced working 
hours from 24 to 5, the clinic had 
never recorded a single maternal 
death. The clinic, which has lost 
specialists, has stopped testing for 
birth defects, providing post-delivery 
incubators and performing surgeries 
due to lack of fuel that could cut 
power mid-operation. Raisa had to 
go to a midwife, who advised that 
her critical condition warranted 
a visit to the hospital. With no 
money for transport, she went to a 
second midwife, who also told her 
she needed emergency care. Raisa, 
who was 32, died before reaching a 
hospital; her baby daughter survived.

When Amat* rushed to Al Khabt 
Hospital in Al Mahweet Governorate 
in critical condition, she, too, 
realized that the obstetric care she 
had been counting on had vanished  
and the nearest hospital that could 
save her and her baby′s life was 
precious hours away. Doctors at 
Al Khabt Hospital referred Amat 
to Al Mahweet City Hospital three 

50%
of hospitals remain 

functional

Only 1 in 5
hospitals provide maternal 

& child health services

19 out of 22
governorates have six maternity 
beds for every 10,000 people, half 

of what the World Health 
Organization deems standard

42.4 % 
of the population lives an 

hour away from a functional 
public hospital

1 woman
dies every two hours during 
childbirth from causes that 

are almost entirely 
preventable

8.1 million
women and girls of childbearing age 
require help accessing reproductive 
health services, including antenatal 

care, safe delivery services, postnatal 
care, family planning and emergency 

obstetric and newborn care

1.3 million
women who will deliver in 2022, 

of whom 195,000 are projected to 
develop complications that will 

require life-saving medical 
assistance



5 hours away, where the family found 
out that it, too, didn’t provide the 
services she needed, including a 
blood bank. “On the way, I fainted,” 
she recalled. “I saw my whole 
life wiped out just like that.” Her 
husband panicked when her lips 
turned blue. “The moment I touched 
her, I felt they were going to be 
taken away from me,” he said.

Another two-and-a-half hours 
away was Al Jumhori Hospital in 

Al Mahwit City. The largest in 
the governorate, it is still being 
supported by UNFPA  and was an 
unconscious and barely breathing 
Amat’s last chance. After nearly six 
hours of travelling due to poor road 
infrastructure, mother and baby 
survived. “It’s simple,” said midwife 
Afrah, who helped deliver Amat’s 
son. “When services are readily 
available, we can save lives.”

A POLITICAL RESOLUTION IS 
A DURABLE SOLUTION TO THE 
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS
The fourth Senior Officials Meeting 
(SOM IV) on the humanitarian crisis 
in Yemen was held in Brussels on 
23 June 2022, with the participation 
of the main humanitarian actors 
active in the country. The meeting 
was co-hosted by the European 
Union and Sweden was attended by 
donors, United Nations agencies, 
World Bank and international 
and Yemeni Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs). Participants 
reviewed  progress achieved since 
the previous SOM meetings, assessed 
new challenges and confirmed their 
commitment to continue acting 
collectively to alleviate the suffering 
of the Yemeni population.

The SOM IV took place at a critical 
time for Yemen, with contradictory 
trends where the two-month UN-led 
truce and its extension in June have 
seen a reduction in civilian casualties 
and improved freedom of movement 
and humanitarian access. On the 
other hand, the economic crisis in 
Yemen and the global increase in 
food and energy prices aggravated 
by the war in  Ukraine risks pushing 

Yemenis further into food insecurity. 
Participants agreed that the renewed 
truce provides an opportunity 
towards a negotiated political 
solution and also noted that efforts 
of humanitarian workers continue 
to be hampered by access restrictions 
and campaigns to discredit the work 
of the international community in 
Yemen. 

Partners agreed to maintain and 
intensify constructive dialogue with 
the parties in Yemen on access, to 
scale up and increase support for 
mine action efforts and to accelerate 
the improvement of the quality and 
impact of humanitarian programmes.  

Participants also called on donors to 
swiftly disburse pledges made during 
the High-Level Pledging Event 
on 16 March 2022, urged the aid 
agencies to strengthen engagement 
with local actors as well as scale up 
more predictable support for Yemeni 
communities through humanitarian 
and development assistance. 
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CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN TO 
KICK START THE FSO SAFER INITIAL 
EMERGENCY OPERATION
On 13 June, the UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/
HC) announced a social media 
fundraising campaign to support 
the UN-coordinated plan to address 
the threat of the floating storage 
and offloading unit (FSO) Safer, 
with an online briefing. A total of 
US$144 million is needed to carry 
out the whole operation through 
in two stages—an initial emergency 
operation to transfer the oil from 
the Safer tanker into a secure vessel 
and a longer-term plan to replace 
the existing capacity that the current 
FSO vessel represents. 

The campaign, which uses the 
hashtag #StopRedSeaSpill, has so far 
raised more than $115,000 through 
crowdfunding as of 3 July.  The 
public can go to the donation page, 
Act now to prevent a catastrophic 
oil spill in the Red Sea, to make 

one-time or recurring donations. 
Donations can also be made through 
the microsite, UN Plan for FSO 
Safer Tanker Stop the Red Sea 
Catastrophe, which is featured in six 
languages on the home page of the 
United Nations website. 

“Every dollar that the public puts 
forward in this operation sends a 
message to all other member states 
and private companies, foundations 
that have not yet contributed or 
could contribute that they also need 
to act now before it’s too late,” said 
David Gressly, the UN RC/HC for 
Yemen.

For further information, please contact:

Sajjad Mohammad Sajid
Head of Office, OCHA Yemen
E-mail: sajid@un.org

Tapiwa Gomo
Head of Communication, OCHA Yemen
Tel: +967 712 222 860
E-mail: gomo@un.org

OCHA information products are available at: 
www.unocha.org/yemen
www.unocha.org
www.reliefweb.Int


