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The Zimbabwe Peace Project is gravely concerned by the continued discrimination of other citizens in the distribution of food thus violating their 
right to food. ZPP is worried by the deliberate exclusion of other citizens in the distribution of food when most Zimbabweans are struggling as 
the food situation is dire considering that most granaries are dry. The country witnessed the distrbution of food at a Zanu PF rally in Norton 
constituency which meant that all other citizens regardless of their food vulnerabilities were excluded. There is going to be a by election in 
Norton on October 22, 2016. The seat fell vacant when Chris Mutsvangwa was expelled from Zanu PF. In the first two weeks of October ZPP 
took note of the following reports related to discrimination and denial of food to those considered to be politically ‘incorrect’. 

Province Date Provincial highlights 

Mashonaland 
West 

4 October In Hurungwe West it is reported that village heads were given a directive by the Mashuma District Chairperson, Morgan 
Maswe, to ensure that villagers are in Zanu PF cell structures in order for them benefit from the food aid and agricultural 
input programmes. 

15 October Councillor Ethilege Mbangani of Waze village in Chegutu East is said to have distributed maize meant for the food for work 
programme to individuals that had not participated in the initiative. It is alleged that he distributed the food to Zanu PF 
supporters from his ward and a select few villagers who offered their labour in exchange for food.. 

15 October Councillor Gladys Kanhema from ward 18 in Chegutu East is alleged to have received bribes from villagers who are in need 
of maize but had not taken part in the food for work programme. Officials from the local Social Welfare department are 
reported to have resisted the councillor’s interference.   
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Mashonaland 
East 

2 October  Under the Hwedza South food for work programme it is alleged that beneficiaries are chosen by the Zanu PF structures who 
include village chairpersons. The rest of the villagers are then forced to buy the same maize for $7 a bucket.   

6 October Hwedza North village heads and councilors reportedly select people who attend Zanu PF meetings to take part in the food 
for work initiative. 

10 October Parents or guardians of MDC-T supporters are barred from receiving food aid as with the case with *Ruvimbo Tavengwa 
(60) of Yafele village and *Janet Gwizi (70) of Muchatuta village both from Goromonzi North. It is reported that the two 
elderly women were told to participate in the food for work programme if they wanted to benefit while their peers were 
accessing food by virtue of being senior citizens.   

10 October  Ward 4 Councillor Clifford Taurai Nhamburo of MDC- T claims that his predecessor handed him a list of beneficiaries that 
comprises of people who were selected on grounds of supporting Zanu PF; meaning that those outside Zanu PF do not 
benefit. 

Mashonaland 
Central 

3 October  During the last two months the food aid programme in Muzarabani South was benefiting six people per village and 
preference was allegedly given to known Zanu PF members. Those known to belong to ZimPF or MDC-T were told not to 
register for food aid. 

Harare 5 October In Lusaka, Highfield East, the Environment Management Trust initiated a gardening project to assist residents and Zanu PF 
youths are reported to have threatened to remove the garden water pipes citing that they were not consulted about the 
project. The youths also accused the Lusaka residents of not attending Zanu PF meetings at the Community Centre. 

Manicaland 5 October  An MDC-T party activist, *Vimbai Nyadenga of Mutsago village, ward 5 of Mutare West was allegedly denied access to food 
aid by Headman Daniel Marange for failure to attend Zanu PF meetings. 

12 October *Evans Ngirande and other MDC-T supporters in Buhera South were allegedly denied food aid by Councillor Jane Ziki of 
Zanu PF  who accused them of failing to attend Zanu PF meetings. 
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 At Musirizwi primary, Chipinge East, about 20 pupils are reported to have dropped out of school between September and 
October due to food shortages. The school’s feeding program only targets grades 0 to 2. 

Masvingo 2 October *Angela Zhou, an MDC-T activist from ward 2 in Gutu, was allegedly removed from the food register by youth officers 
Douglas Gwatidzo and Richard Shoniwa under the instructions of Headman Tichaona Kumbweya. 

3 October Army trucks were used to transport maize from Jerera to ward 20, 24 and 30. Villagers allege that military officers were 
manning the registration desk and this made it difficult for people to air their grievances regarding food distribution. 

Matabeleland 
South 

14 October Gwanda South Councillor Phineas Maphosa is reported to have corruptly given out food aid meant for the under priviledged 
to undeserving individuals like a known local businessman excluding the vulnerable like *Alice Ncube.    

*The names of victims have been changed. 

	  

If you are concerned about acts of food and other human rights violations in your community, ZPP encourages you to get in touch with us on 
Hotline and WhatsApp numbers +263 774 883 406 and +263 774 883 417 
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