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WFP LEBANON
SITUATION REPORT – May 2022

Participants in WFP’s Livelihoods programme work together 

to plant trees in the Bekaa -Majdal Anjar area of Lebanon

Photo: WFP/Mustapha Ghabris

HIGHLIGHTS

• The price of the minimum food basket monitored by WFP 
continued its upward trend following currency depreciation in 
May and has increased by 14 percent since April to reach LBP 
790,000. 

• Through increased crowd management and monitoring of 
ATMs, WFP successfully managed to decrease the time of cash 
withdrawal for beneficiaries by nearly half between December 
2021 and April 2022. This ensures a safer and more efficient 
withdrawal process, with higher recorded satisfaction rates. 

SITUATION UPDATE

• Inflation in Lebanon continued to rise throughout May, 

driven by sharp currency fluctuations throughout May, 

with the dollar reaching a record-high of LBP 

38,000/USD, coupled with the rise in international food 

and fuel prices. Between April and May, the cost of the 

food Survival Minimum Expenditure Basket (SMEB) 

monitored by WFP increased by 14 percent, reaching 

more than LBP 790,000 per person. Inflation continues 

to negatively impact people’s ability to afford food and 

other basic needs, including for WFP beneficiaries. 

Despite the increase in transfer values of cash 

assistance in April 2022, assistance only covers about 

60 percent of the food SMEB. 

• The 2022 parliamentary elections took place on 15 

May, the first since the start of the economic crisis in 

2019 and the 2020 Beirut port explosion. Despite 

elections, slow progress on the political level and 

particularly on the implementation of reforms 

continues to delay prospects for economic recovery in 

the short term. 

• Importers are facing difficulties bringing in wheat due 

to hard currency shortages at the Central Bank, and 

multiple millers and bakeries across the country have 

reportedly halted operations, with conflicting estimates 

of the amount of wheat stocks left in the country. 

Wheat remains one of the last subsidized commodities 

with the price of bread, the main staple and most 

accessible source of calories, fixed by the Ministry of 

Economy and Trade.

IN NUMBERS

1,694,500 people assisted in May 2022

USD 28m cash-based transfers made

3,563,300 people in need of assistance

3,124 MT of food distributed

WFP RESPONSE

Cash Assistance for Refugees

• In May, WFP provided unconditional cash assistance to 

1,022,100 refugees through 3 modalities: 

• Multipurpose Cash for food and other essential needs 

redeemable at ATMs: 232,200 Syrian refugees

• Food e-cards for food needs redeemable at WFP-

contracted shops: 346,400 Syrian refugees

• Cash-for-Food for food needs redeemable at ATMs or 

shops: 437,600 Syrian refugees and 5,900 refugees of 

other nationalities

Economic Crisis Response for Lebanese

• WFP has assisted 106,000 of the most vulnerable Lebanese 
households (400,000 individuals) through its crisis response 
designed as a safety net while national social assistance 
programmes, namely the National Poverty Targeting 
Programme (NPTP) and the Emergency Social Safety Net 
(ESSN), scale up. 

• As of May, 14,000 households who received WFP assistance 
have been integrated into these programmes and as the ESSN 
and NPTP continue to expand, more WFP beneficiary 
households are expected to be enrolled. Thus, after reaching 
the target of assisting 100,000 households, going forward WFP 
is planning to assist around 80,000 households monthly. 

• In May 2022, WFP assisted 80,600 vulnerable Lebanese 
households (327,000 individuals) with food parcels. This 
included 4,900 households who received assistance for the 
first time 



Gender, Protection & Accountability to
Affected Populations (AAP)

• In May, WFP received 43,890 claims through its call centre, 
with 57 percent of calls received from women and 38 percent 
from Lebanese. Over half of the claims were to request 
assistance, a third to request information, and the rest to 
provide feedback or express concerns. Nearly all cases (95 
percent) were resolved during the same month, while the rest 
will be closed out following action by WFP or to the relevant 
referral partner. 

Supply Chain & Retail

• WFP is expanding its network of retailers across the country 
to provide greater access to beneficiaries to redeem their 
assistance. Subsequently, 17 retailers were contracted in May 
and 95 retailers were assessed in the North for potential 
contracting. 

• Parcel requirements for the in-kind operation were fully met 
in May and are also expected to be met in June and July. WFP 
will procure the needed parcels for July from the local market, 
as international shipments are facing delays.  

ADVOCACY, COMMUNICATIONS &   
PARTNERSHIPS

• WFP continues to advocate for additional funding amid the 
increasing humanitarian needs to maintain its food and basic 
assistance for refugees and Lebanese populations. 

• In May, WFP participated in the evaluation of Belgium’s 
humanitarian strategy in Lebanon. The evaluation team 
visited WFP’s in-kind warehouse and distribution sites as part 
of the assessment. 

• In May, WFP produced videos on its economic crisis 
response, livelihoods projects, refugee 
response and SharetheMeal campaign.

FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURE
SECTOR

• Between January and April 2022, 30 partners of the Food 
Security and Agriculture Sector delivered in-kind food 
assistance to 737,800 individuals, of which 647,500 are 
Lebanese and 82,300 are Syrian refugees. In parallel, a total 
of 1,381,900 Lebanese and Syrian refugees received cash 
assistance amounting to USD 68 million and LBP 24 billion.

• During the same reporting period, 70 small-scale farmers 
received agricultural inputs and technical and financial 
support amounting to USD 187,000. 

School Meals

• In May, 70,000 Syrian and Lebanese students registered 
in the morning and afternoon shifts benefitted from 
WFP’s School Meals programme. In addition to regular 
school snacks, 4,600 students received cold meals 
through the School Kitchens initiative, where students’ 
mothers prepare sandwiches and fruits/vegetables for 
students during school hours. 

• Fourteen inclusive schools that cater for students with 
special needs were included in WFP’s School Meals 
programme for the 2021 – 2022 school year. WFP plans 
to target additional inclusive schools for the next 
academic year as part of its plan to reach 100,000 
vulnerable students across Lebanon.

Livelihoods

• Under the Food System Grant Facility – an innovative tool 
to support crises-affected small and medium enterprises 
across the food system – WFP continued the 
disbursement of grants for the first batch of 10 selected 
businesses to support optimization of their operations 
and capacities. Ten additional businesses were selected 
to receive grants and technical assistance for June. 

• WFP, through its climate adaptation programme, installed 
‘living labs’ in Akkar, Bekaa, and the South to support the 
experimentation on new techniques and climate-smart 
approaches to agriculture. This was complemented by 
the provision of a Training of Trainers on sustainable 
agriculture and climate change in those areas, as well as 
the installation of solar panels to ensure functional 
continuity of the production facilities. 

Support to Social Protection Programmes

• WFP assisted 48,100 Lebanese families (around 275,600 
individuals) through the National Poverty Targeting 
Programme (NPTP) in May, including 4,045 households 
who received assistance for the first time as part of the 
ongoing scale-up. WFP continues to conduct its 
verification exercise for the inclusion of additional 
households to reach its goal of assisting 75,000 
vulnerable Lebanese families through the NPTP. 

• As of May, WFP delivered payments to 41,600 households 
on behalf of the Government for the ESSN and is 
continuing household verification visits to enable the 
Government to select ESSN beneficiaries.  

FUNDING OVERVIEW

COUNTRY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
(2018–2022) 

2022 TOTAL 
REQUIREMENTS

59%

48%

Available 
Resources

US$ 2 B

US$ 618 M
Includes USD 241 M for the ESSN

Requirements

US$ 3.4 B

US$ 1.3 B

JUN – NOV 2022
NET FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS

US$ 364 million
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Monitoring

• WFP augmented its crowd management and monitoring 

of ATMs in February to ensure a safer and more efficient 

withdrawal process for beneficiaries.  As a result, the 

withdrawal time of assistance decreased notably from 42 

minutes in December 2021 to 26 minutes in April 2022. 

In addition, beneficiaries expressed their satisfaction 

with the withdrawal process, and reported feeling safer 

at ATMs.

• Monitoring of WFP-contracted shops during May shows 

that nearly all shops (95 percent) were performing well, 

with regular follow-up on the remaining shops to ensure 

compliance with WFP standards. 

Donors 

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, European Commission, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lebanon’s Presidency of 
the Council of Ministers, Lebanon Humanitarian Fund, Norway, Private Donors, Republic of Korea, Russia, Switzerland, UN 
CERF, United Kingdom, USA 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWFPLebanon%2Fstatus%2F1520321321355382785&data=05%7C01%7Cjad.bayram%40wfp.org%7Ce3e4fdeba037465317ba08da4395ce9e%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637896607936921000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9%2FRoZPZRAXcYyWwddGNjioL%2FgBX0QKej9H%2BxlP7ZDsI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWFPLebanon%2Fstatus%2F1519636447950745600&data=05%7C01%7Cjad.bayram%40wfp.org%7Ce3e4fdeba037465317ba08da4395ce9e%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637896607936921000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fa5sLNxknO07VlGr7SNu4%2Fa%2BFwM3ls6iLeMQLoZ1gfs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWFPLebanon%2Fstatus%2F1525760899071373312&data=05%7C01%7Cjad.bayram%40wfp.org%7Ce3e4fdeba037465317ba08da4395ce9e%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637896607936921000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2TSzcQQYryVl0CUvOLkyTbAmfFwVrhMm5tXz6kfZ0Sk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DZgGZojJpL4U%26ab_channel%3DShareTheMeal&data=05%7C01%7Cjad.bayram%40wfp.org%7Ce3e4fdeba037465317ba08da4395ce9e%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637896607936921000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k0AmkEW7UGnx8KkRjMH35A44SACXMcWI61AdATkV4c0%3D&reserved=0
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WFP LEBANON @WFPLebanon
For more information: www.wfp.org/countries/Lebanon

Country Director: Abdallah Alwardat
Contact: Yein Kim, Head of Reporting, yein.kim@wfp.org
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