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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

      Date: September 1, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,523 new COVID-19 patients, 20 deaths on August 31; number of patients with complaints of headache 
has increased in Nepal amidst COVID-19 pandemic with 2,844,593 having visited hospitals in last fiscal; experts have 
cautioned even those fully vaccinated to be careful as vaccine does not provide complete protection against COVID-19  

• Antibodies in 68.6 per cent of the population does not mean we are close to herd immunity, say health experts  

• Gene sequencing machine at National Public Health Laboratory remains unused 7 months after being brought to 
identify new variants of COVID-19  

• Healthcare workers in remote villages of Baitadi, Bajura walk hours carrying vaccines to immunize local residents there 
as roads have been blocked due to floods, landslides  

• Nepal in geopolitical bind as United States and China continue to spar over coronavirus origins  

• India may soon be exporting COVID-19 vaccines as it has inoculated more than half its adult population, production of 
vaccines have gone up 

 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Schools in Kathmandu’s Gokarneshwor Municipality, Baglung have reopened holding physical classes for students; 
Humla District COVID-19 Crisis Management Center has authorized all 7 local levels to reopen schools 

 

 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 762,647 on August 31 with 1,523 more people testing positive for the infection in the 
past 24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 10,750 with 20 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 
recovery rate stands at 93.9 per cent, the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent, and the COVID-19 case count currently is 35,591.2 

Patients with complaints of headache have increased the most in Nepal amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.  According to the 
data of the Department of Health Services, 2,844,593 people reached the hospital with complaints of headache in the last 
fiscal year.  It is worrisome that the cases of headache have increased during the pandemic, the doctors have pointed out. 
Stress has been the reason for headache in 65 per cent of such patients, as per neurologist Dr Deepesh Shakya. 3 

The COVID-19 vaccine does not provide complete protection from the infection, experts have said.  They have advised that 
one should not be careless as even after getting the vaccine one may get infected and become critical. 4 

Preliminary findings of a new nationwide seroprevalence study by the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) show that 68.6 
per cent of the country’s population has already developed antibodies against COVID-19. A statement on August 29 by MoHP 
outlining preliminary findings of antibodies and vaccine efficacy has given room for misinterpretations, according to public 
health experts who say it would be dangerous to make a hasty conclusion. “We don’t know the percentage of antibodies … or 
if it is effective against the Delta variant of the virus,” Dr Dipesh Tamrakar, an assistant professor at the Kathmandu University, 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nayapatrika 
4 Nagarik 
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who served under the Community Medicine Department at Dhulikhel Hospital, said. Officials at MoHP say that the recent 
decline in new cases could be a reason for two-thirds of the population already infected with the virus and that the risk of a 
massive explosion of new infections remains low. Doctors, however, say that it is impossible to develop similar level of 
antibodies in the people residing in all seven provinces throughout the country and all three geographical areas, towns and 
villages and people of all ages. After MoHP statement of the seroprevalence study, some have been quick to say that the 
country is close to reaching herd immunity. Experts disagree. “We are nowhere close to reaching a herd immunity level, as a 
huge number of the population is yet to be fully vaccinated,” Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, Chief of Clinical Research at the Sukraraj 
Tropical and Infectious Diseases Hospital, Teku said. 5 

The gene sequencing machine, brought to the National Public Health Laboratory seven months ago to identify the new variants 

of COVID-19, has not come into the operation yet. Due to this, millions of rupees of the government are being spent on private 

laboratories while there is a delay in the identification of the new variants. 6 

The vaccines against COVID-19 are being carried by people to the remote areas of Bajura after the roads were blocked by 

floods and landslides. Posting the photos of the vaccine being carried by people on its Facebook page, United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has said it is very challenging to supply the vaccines to remote areas of Nepal. 7 

The healthcare workers in most of the remote villages of Baitadi walk for hours carrying vaccines to immunize the locals 

against COVID-19 and other ailments. They need to cross rivers while the fear of landslides and floods is ever present in the 

monsoon. Yet they have been visiting the houses of such remote areas to vaccinate the locals there. 8 

The Embassy of China in Kathmandu on August 30 issued a statement, attributed to its spokesperson, on COVID-19 Origin-

Tracing Report released by the United States government which has stated that Beijing is trying to hold back international 

investigation and rejecting calls for transparency. The statement further says that more than 80 countries, including Nepal, 

have written to the World health Organization director-general, issued statements, or sent diplomatic notes to voice their 

 
5 The Kathmandu Post 
6 Baarhakhari 
7 Baarhakhari 
8 Kantipur 
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objection to the politicization attempts and call for the Joint Report by the WHO-China joint study team to be upheld. Nepal is 

now in a bind. This is the first time Nepal has been dragged into a larger geopolitical game between the West versus China. 

Washington and Beijing are at loggerheads over lab leak conspiracy theories. The US has pushed for an origin-tracing 

investigation. However, after rejecting the calls for a fresh origin-tracing investigation, China has launched a new theory that 

the virus was leaked from an American military lab. The Chinese push that Nepal make a position makes it difficult for 

Kathmandu. Both the US and China are Nepal’s good allies, and Kathmandu cannot afford to antagonize either. Both 

countries’ support and assistance to Nepal have been immense in the fight against the pandemic. Nepal is now under pressure 

to take a side on the proposed second phase of investigation into the origins of COVID-19. Neither the government of Nepal for 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has made public and official position yet. 9 

India’s rising output of COVID-19 vaccines and inoculation of more than half its adult population with at least one dose  

are raising hopes the country will return as an exporter soon. After donating or selling 66 million doses to nearly  

100 countries, India barred exports in mid-April to focus on domestic immunization as infections exploded, upsetting 

inoculation plans of many African and South Asian countries. Global vaccine sharing platform COVAX hopes India will restart 

foreign sales sooner than later. 10 

The teaching-learning process has begun in the schools of Gokarneshwor Municipality of Kathmandu in the physical presence 

of students from August 31. All the community and private schools of the area have come into the operation.  The presence of 

students was less in schools that have reopened after a gap of four months. 11 

The schools in Baglung have started to reopen with the decline in the cases of COVID-19 infection in the district. The schools 

are running in-person classes adhering to the public health protocols.  12 

The District COVID-19 Crisis Management Center of Humla has authorized all the seven local levels of the district to reopen 

schools after assessing the situation there. It also decided to reopen the schools as the cases of COVID-19 infection are 

 
9 The Kathmandu Post 
10 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Onlinekhabar 
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declining there. 13 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

On August 29, a group of night business owners from Thamel submitted the keys to their stores and businesses to Kathmandu 
Chief District Officer in protest of prolonged COVID-19 restrictions. Authorities have still not allowed pubs, restaurants, clubs 
and other places of nighttime entertainment to operate. The prohibition has greatly affected the nighttime businesses of 
Thamel, Kathmandu’s tourist hub. 14 

The COVID-19 pandemic has put the brakes on the construction of Nepal’s third integrated checkpost at Jayeshpur Nepalgunj 
on the border with India. The Rs 2.35 billion project, being built with financial support from the Indian government, has a 
completion period of two years, but there has been only 12 per cent progress in the last 10 months. 15 

The District Administration Office Rupandehi has extended the prohibitory orders in the district till September 16. 16 

Mountain Heart Nepal and Ward-6 of Hetaunda Municipality have handed over oxygen concentrators and medical supplies to 

15 healthcare institutions of the Municipality. 17 

The Ropain Jatra of Gulmi has not been observed this year. The festival was not marked due to the prohibitory orders imposed 

 
13 Onlinekhabar 
14 The Kathmandu Post 
15 The Kathmandu Post 
16 Ratopati 
17 Kantipur 
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to control the COVID-19 pandemic in the district. 18 

Preparations are being made to resume cable car services to Manakamana if the prohibitory orders are relaxed in Gorkha, 
Chitwan, and Tanahun. The locals had pressurized Manakamana Darshan Pvt Ltd to shut down the cable care services three 
months ago with the increase in COVID-19 infection there. 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
18 Onlinekhabar 
19 Nagarik 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 
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