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UNICEF’s Key Response with Partners in 2018 

 

UNICEF Sector 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Sector 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Nutrition: children under 5 treated for SAM 66,519 
12,008 

 
66,519 

12,008 
 

Nutrition: children under 5 treated for MAM 187,845 
28,504  

 
187,845 

28,504  
 

Health: children under 5 accessing integrated 
package of health interventions including 
diarrhea, malaria and pneumonia diseases 

814,500 

 
95,757   

WASH: persons affected by crises are 
reached with [permanent] safe water 
interventions 

250,000 

 
39,506 TBD1 39,506 

Child Protection: most affected boys and girls 
have access to protective case management 
services 

30,000 3,553 95,000 3,553 

Education: school-aged children (including 
adolescents) affected by crises accessing 
quality education 

205,000 88,200 635,000 88,200 

HIV: children, adolescents and pregnant 
women have access to HIV testing services 

120,000 
 

7,815   

 
 

                                                        
1 Sector response planning for 2018 is ongoing 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights  
• Following security operations and political tensions, some 10,557 people from 

the Oromia region in Moyale, Ethiopia, have been displaced across the 
border to Moyale in Marsabit county, Kenya, since 10 March. More than 80% 
of the asylum seekers are women and children, including 600 pregnant 
women and 1,500 children under five. UNICEF is supporting response 
coordination and is providing WASH, Health, Nutrition, Child Protection and 
NFIs support. 

• UNICEF responded within 72 hours to the Moyale Refugee emergency with 
technical support, coordination and provision of emergency health supplies, 
including mosquito nets (LLINs), assorted antibiotics and emergency drug 
kits, adequate to manage a total of 2,402 children under five years. 

• Heavy rains in March have resulted in flooding, resulting in infrastructure 
damage and affecting 2,747 households across 26 counties 

• A total of 12,008 severely malnourished children and 28,504 moderately 
malnourished children were admitted for treatment by end of February 2018.   

• In 2018, UNICEF requires US$ 33.7 million for its Humanitarian Action for 
Children (HAC) Appeal. The 2018 HAC has a funding gap of 81%. In the 
reporting period, USD 620,000 from ECHO has been received 

 

31 March 2018 
 

2.55 million 

People are food insecure 
(2017 Short Rains Assessment, March 2018) 

 

3.5 million  

People are in urgent need of safe 
drinking water (Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 

June 2017) 
 

1.19 million  
Children are food insecure 

(2017 Short Rains Assessment, March 2018) 
 

85,837 
Children under 5 in need of SAM 

treatment (Nutrition SMART Surveys, February 

2018, total caseload) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Funds available include funding received against 
current appeal as well as carry-forward from the 
previous year (US$ 5.5 million, which includes US$1.7 
million for the refugee response). 

 

UNICEF HAC Appeal 2018 

US$ 34,235,000 
 

UNICEF/2018/Abagira 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Following security operations and political tensions, some 10,557 people from the Oromia region in Moyale, Ethiopia, 
have been displaced across the border to Moyale in Marsabit county, Kenya, since 10 March.  The displaced are living 
in three makeshift camps as follows: 

 

SNo Name of Camp  Population  

 Sololo (Maeyi, Kukub, Gada Korma,Dambala Fachana) 4,757 

 Somare 4910 

 Cifa/Butiye 890 

 Total  10,557 

Source: Kenya Red Cross Society 19 March 2018 

 
Preliminary results of the registration exercise led by UNHCR and the Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) indicates that 
more than 80% of the asylum seekers are women and children, including 600 pregnant women and 1,500 children under 
five, and an average household consists of six to seven members. Many other asylum seekers are reportedly being 
hosted by families within the local population. The most critical needs and gaps in the ongoing response are WASH, 
Health, Shelter and Protection. Poor sanitation and hygiene due to insufficient latrines and lack of solid waste 
management is a risk factor for disease outbreak with the ongoing rains. The insecure environment in Somare holding 
ground, based on its location and topography, exposes women children, and especially girls, to the risk of Sexual and 
Gender-based Violence. Shelter is also insufficient, causing asylum seekers to occupy Dambala Fachana Health Centre 
including in the maternity wing, thus disrupting health service provision. There is also reported shortage of essential drugs 
especially for under- fives, no postnatal beds and inadequate personnel, as there is only one nurse in the health facility. 
  
According to the latest Ministry of Health Disease Outbreak situation report dated 23 March 2018, a total of 39 cases of 
Measles (7 confirmed) have been reported in Wajir East Sub-County, and 73 cases (4 Confirmed) with one death have 
been reported in Mandera East Sub County (the last Measles outbreak in the country was in 2016). A total 917 
Chikungunya cases with 32 being laboratory confirmed are reported in Mombasa County, and 127 cases have been 
listed in Lamu County, with 4 cases being laboratory confirmed. An upsurge of flu-like illness was reported in Nanyuki 
County in mid-February, of which two cases tested positive for AH1N1 pd09 subtype and ten were confirmed to be 

Influenza A H1N1pdm09 positive. Up to 10 cases of Hepatitis B have been reported in West Pokot County. A total of 

fourteen counties (Mombasa, Garissa, Siaya, Tharaka-Nithi, Meru, Kirinyaga, Busia, Tana-River, Turkana, Murang’a, 
Trans-Nzoia, West Pokot, Nairobi and Nakuru) have reported confirmed cholera outbreaks since the beginning of 2018. 
Seven of the counties namely Kirinyaga, Busia, Mombasa,Tharaka Nithi, Siaya and Meru have successfully contained 
the outbreak.  Cumulatively, a total of 2,180 cases with 48 deaths (Case Fatality Rate of 2.2) have been recorded. 

 

 
 
According to the Kenya Meteorological Department, rainfall has continued over most parts of the country since the first 
week of March, with heavy rainfall being experienced in most areas.  Flash floods were reported over parts of the Central, 
Western, North Eastern and South Eastern areas of Kenya, mostly in low lying areas and urban areas with poor drainage 
systems.  Kenya Red Cross reports indicate that a total of 2,747 households have been affected by floods across 26 
counties, including in ‘non-traditional’ flooding areas. The most-affected are Garissa, Taita Taveta, Tana River, Kilifi, 
Kiambu, Migori, Turkana and Kajiado counties. Floods-displacement is within host families.  A total of 45 fatalities linked 
to drowning, being swept away by floods or collapsed buildings have been reported.  According to FEWSNET, the March 
to May long rains began early countrywide with significantly above-average amounts, upwards of 145 percent of the long-
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term averages, improving water availability but also causing flooding. In the marginal agricultural areas, planting is 
already ongoing due to the sufficient and consistent rains, however, additional flooding could negatively affect production.  
In pastoral areas, livestock body conditions are likely to improve by late March and this is expected to increase milk 
production and livestock prices. 
 

Since the beginning of the year, a cumulative total of 1,513 children (953 boys and 560 girls) have arrived in Kakuma 
refugee camp by 16th March 2018 as per the below table.  Majority of the new arrivals are from South Sudan. However, 
the refugee arrivals in the month of March were minimal, with only 5 (all girls) unaccompanied and separated children 
being recorded in Kakuma Refugee Camp.  
 

Categories 0 - 4 years 5 - 11 years 12 - 17 years 

 Total Male Female Male   Female Male   Female Male   Female 

Total No. Children 1513 953 560 197 187 331 159 425 214 

Children with Biological Parents 863 466 397 175 168 186 103 105 126 

Separated Children 462 337 125 15 16 98 38 224 71 

Unaccompanied Minors 188 150 38 7 3 47 18 96 17 

 
Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance: 3,039,0712  
(Estimates calculated based on Government Short Rains Assessment conducted in February 2018 and the UNHCR Refugee 
data) 
Start of humanitarian response: 10 February 20173 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 3,039,071 1,489,145 1,549,926 

Children (Under 18) 1,479,620 725,138 754,460 

Children Under Five  465,860 233,371 242,488 

Children 6 to 23 months  186,344 91,308 95,035 

Pregnant and lactating women  182,344 0 182,344 

 
Humanitarian Strategy and Coordination 
Building on results achieved in 2017, UNICEF is continuing to strengthen engagement with the devolved system of 
governance in Kenya, especially in strengthening county capacity for emergency preparedness and response as well as 
direct implementation. UNICEF is focusing on strengthening sector coordination, multi-sectoral coordination both at 
national and sub national levels and cross-border coordination. Schools are an ideal platform where multi-sectoral 
integrated basic services can be availed to children and hence strengthening the overall shared goals for enhancing 
community resilience. In 2018, UNICEF and partners will respond to the survival and protection needs of more than one 
million children in emergency situations by delivering nutrition treatment; increasing access to safe water, hygiene and 
sanitation; strengthening disease prevention and response, improving access to quality education; and providing 
protection mitigation services, particularly for refugee children and children affected by natural disasters and resource-
based community conflicts. UNICEF’s emergency preparedness and response will bridge the humanitarian development 
nexus through scalable risk informed programming. C4D strategies will be used to mobilize, engage and provide 
information for community response and resilience building. Response to refugee influxes will continue including 
emergency WASH, Health, nutrition and education and protection services to new arrivals in Kakuma and children affected 
by the voluntary repatriation of refugees to Somalia. 
 
UNICEF Kenya is supporting the cross-border coordination of the Moyale refugee influx response through the inter-agency 
coordination forum on ground in Moyale that is continuing to have meetings on a daily basis. UNICEF is implementing a 
plan to keep continuous presence in Moyale since the beginning of the crisis.  To avoid duplication and enhance response, 
six Thematic Working Groups (TWGs) have been formed under this forum, with UNICEF chairing the Health, Food and 
Nutrition technical working group to coordinate the response in these sectors. 
 

No. TWG Name Lead Agency Member Agencies 

1 Health Food and Nutrition UNICEF Concern Worldwide, World Vision, Food for the Hungry 
Kenya, Caritas Marsabit, Marsabit County Department of 
Health, Kenya Red Cross Society, WFP, UNICEF 

2 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) 

Marsabit County 
Department of Health  

UNICEF, World Vision, Strategies for Northern Development 
(SND), Food for the Hungry Kenya, Kenya Red Cross Society, 
Department of Water, MOH 

                                                        
2 Food insecure population and refugees 

3 The food security and nutrition situation has deteriorated significantly since the end of 2016, with the President of Kenya declaring a national disaster on 10 February 2017 
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3 SGBV, CP and Protection Service 
Delivery 

UNHCR DRC, Save the Children, WV, UNICEF, UNHCR, RAS, Police, 
county Government 

4 Reception and Registration Refugee Affairs 
Secretariat (RAS) 

UNHCR, County Government, KRCS, Save the Children 

5 Shelter and Site Planning UNHCR UNHCR, RAS, County Government 

6 Camp Management, 
Coordination and 
Communication 

CO-CHAIR: UNHCR, 
RAS 

RAS, Police, KRCS, UNICEF, County Government Line 
Department 

 
UNICEF’s Response with Partners – Summary Programme Response 
  

NUTRITION 
A total of 12,008 severely malnourished children and 28,504 moderately malnourished children were admitted for 
treatment by end of February 2018.4  In support, UNICEF distributed 5,088 cartons of Ready-To-Use Therapeutic Food 
(RUTF) across eleven counties through the Kenya Essential Medical Supplies Authority to treat 5,088 severely 
malnourished children. The nutrition sector is updating the sector response plan using the findings of the short-rains 
assessment with consolidated plan expected to be shared by the first week of April. In the Moyale Refugee response, a 
total of 1159 children under 5 years have been screened out of whom 107 (9%) children were identified to be moderately 
malnourished and 2 (0.2%) severely malnourished. In addition, 203 pregnant and lactating mothers were screed, out of 
whom seventeen (0.8%) were malnourished. The children and women that were identified to be malnourished were 
enrolled into nutrition programs for management of acute malnutrition. 

 
HEALTH 
UNICEF responded within 72 hours to the Moyale Refugee emergency with technical support, coordination and provision 
of emergency health supplies, including mosquito nets (LLINs), assorted antibiotics and emergency drug kits, adequate 
to manage a total of 2,402 children under five years as well as 2,027 children over five years and women. Previous 
maternal, newborn and child health (MNCH) investments in the Moyale health facilities are also helping to provide health 
services to the asylum seekers. To ensure adequate medical supplies are available to prevent and control disease 
outbreaks, UNICEF dispatched assorted life-saving health supplies, including ORS and Zinc, Ringers lactate, antibiotics 
(oral suspension and tablets) and interagency health kits to Siaya, Busia, Turkana, West Pokot, Baringo and Samburu 
counties, adequate for a total of 5,000 children under five and 26,000 people to prevent disease outbreaks. UNICEF 
together with Ministry of Health, WHO and partners has finalized a six-month (March to August 2018) multi-sectoral cholera 
plan totalling USD 2.3 Million. This will be officially launched by Cabinet Secretary and will advocate, mobilize, leverage 
resources for implementation cholera prevention and control interventions at national a County level. As part of 
implementation of the plan, UNICEF is finalizing a partnership agreement with Kenya Red Cross Society, to support 
675,250 beneficiaries in counties with cholera outbreaks. The partnership will also consolidate and expand community-
based surveillance systems Turkana, Garissa and Marsabit, Nairobi, Siaya and model hazard vulnerability capacity 
mapping in Turkana, Tana River, Baringo and Marsabit. 
 

HIV  
No change since last report. 
 

WASH 
In partnership with Kenya Red Cross, a total of 1,619 UNICEF Family Relief Kits (Non-food Items including bedding, soap, 
buckets, jerrycans, tarpaulins and cooking sets) are being distributed to affected households in the Moyale Refugee 
Response.  The kits are sufficient for 1,619 households (9,714 people). UNICEF WASH supplies, including 70,000 Aqua 
tabs; 2,000 jerrycans, 2,000 plastic buckets, 50,000 bars of soap and dissemination of hygiene messages are also being 
provided to support access to safe water in the response, sufficient for 9,667 beneficiaries. A total of 3,500 households 
(22,500 people) in West Pokot and Turkana counties were reached with access to temporary safe water through the 
distribution of 140,000 aqua tabs; 4,433 jerrycans, 3,500 buckets, 8,609 bars of soap, and dissemination of hygiene 
messages including hand washing with soap during the current cholera outbreak.   

 
CHILD PROTECTION 
In March 2018, a total of 886 (including 448 girls) children were reached with child protection support services in the 
drought- affected counties of Isiolo, Mandera and Tana River. A total of 630 (250 girls) children were identified as 
vulnerable due to the effects of the drought through community-based child protection systems. Children have continually 
faced abuse in the three counties, including 32 (12 girls) children forced into child labour, 13 girls forced to drop out of 
school with the aim of marrying them off; 101 (48 girls) children faced neglect by their caregivers, with most of them being 
children that were left under child minders. Another 105 (40 girls) children were separated from their families due to 

                                                        
4 Nutrition response monthly results are received by the 15th of the following month 
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migration of parents in search of pasture. UNICEF distributed mosquito nets and solar lamps among 190 (94 girls) of the 
most vulnerable children. The Department of Children Services in collaboration with county level partners facilitated home 
follow-up, psychosocial support and the reunification of 105 (40 girls) separated children with their families and close 
relatives. Coordination amongst partners in the counties has been enhanced to ensure affected children have access to 
various protection services and linked to relevant service providers. UNICEF in partnership with the Department of 
Children Services convened a Child Protection in Emergencies Working Group meeting on March 5th 2018 which endorsed 
Kenya’s participation in the ongoing global review of the Child Protection Minimum Standards. UNICEF has provided 
technical support for the ongoing rapid assessment to identify priority needs on the child protection situation among the 
Moyale asylum seekers, led by Save The Children.  
 

EDUCATION 
In March 2018, UNICEF reached a total of 480 (40 per cent girls) refugee children in Kalobeyei with eight classroom tents 
distributed to Alnuur, Morning Star and Friends primary schools. This has decongested the over-crowded classrooms 
creating a more conducive learning environment for the children. On 12 March, UNICEF and Finn Church Aid handed 
over a completed temporary secondary school (with 12 class rooms, a kitchen, staff room and latrines for boys, girls and 
teachers including desks) in Kalobeyei to Windle International Kenya.  The placement of learners to this school is ongoing 
and about 600 learners are expected to immediately access secondary education in the new facilities with Windle trust 
providing the teachers and overseeing the day to day management of the school. This school is located where none 
existed before and it will increase access for secondary school children that have been covering long distances to existing 
schools. UNICEF in its response to ongoing cholera outbreak has disseminated mobile short messages (SMS) on 
prevention and symptoms to a total of 6,588 schools in 10 counties. These schools have an enrolment of over 1.98 million 
children who are expected to receive the messages through their head teachers, including the 35 schools in Dadaab 
refugee camp that have an enrolment of 74,561 learners. UNICEF and Save the Children have facilitated one Education 
in Emergencies Working Group meeting that reviewed among other issues, the recommendations from the Short Rains 
Assessment (SRA) and mapped out the ongoing sector wide drought interventions. Also, the mapping of partners working 
in flood prone counties was done and are expected to support in rapid assessments and share information from schools 
that are affected by floods for planning of response activities. The assessment tools have been shared with partners for 
adoption during the rapid assessments. UNICEF has provided technical support for the ongoing education needs 
assessment and partnerships mapping to support the Moyale refugee response, led by the Ministry of Education, Marsabit 
County.  
 

Cash-based programming 
From 20th to 23rd of March, UNICEF along other development partners supported the Government in organizing the 2nd 
Kenyan Social Protection conference week. One of the sub-themes addressed during the conference was to discuss how 
Social Protection can be used as an efficient and adaptive response to climate change and emergencies. The outcome of 
the meeting was a Call for Action by major high level policy makers and key stakeholders (including Government of Kenya, 
Development Partners, Civil Society, Academia and private sector) who took strong commitments to jointly establish a 
more adaptive social protection system that can be used to respond and project the most affected populations during any 
type of shocks.  

  
Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
No change since last report. 

 
Media and External Communication 
In partnership with the US Fund for UNICEF, a team of journalists from KTLA (TV station), WME (American Talent Agency) 
and TIME for Kids (TIME magazine’s children version) visited Kakuma Refugee Camp and Kalobeyei settlement from 12 
to 16 March to capture compelling stories showing the impact of UNICEF’s support on Nutrition, Education and Child 
Protection. Regular social media updates were done as teasers for the upcoming media content which will air in the next 
few months. A video highlighting the impact of WASH interventions in Marsabit was produced and will be shared with 
donors and National Committees to support fundraising efforts. 
 

Supply & Logistics 
In the month of March, increased water levels and flash flooding occasioned by the heavy rains have rendered several 
road transport routes impassable.  This has led to delays in movement and extra transportation costs of essential supplies, 
as transporters have had to use alternative passable routes, thus taking longer to reach the destinations. Dispatch of 
emergency supplies from Garissa to Moyale for the refugee influx response was particularly affected. Kainuk bridge along 
the Lodwar route overflowed and although it remained intact, diversion for heavier trucks has deteriorated. Volcanic fault 
lines across the Narok-Mai Mahiu road delayed heavy commercial trucks movement while Mombasa Road at Mto Mawe 
bridge was interrupted by overflows. Online tracking of containers hauled via the Madaraka Express train is now 
operational and timely, since it is expected that there will be an increased use of this mode of transport from Mombasa 
port to Nairobi.   

 

https://twitter.com/jaime_joyce/status/974290697946845184
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nC7K6B2A_A&t=3s
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Security 
In March 2018, the security situation was generally calm across the country. 

 
Funding  
In 2018, UNICEF requires US$ 34.2 million for its Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal in Kenya to respond to 
the humanitarian needs of children in Kenya as a result of the ongoing drought, refugee response, inter-communal conflict, 
disease outbreaks and flash floods. In 2018, the Government of Japan and ECHO have generously contributed to 
UNICEF Kenya humanitarian funding needs. However, the 2018 HAC still has a funding gap of 79%.   
 

Appeal Sector 
HAC 2018 

Requirements 

Funds Available 

Funding Gap Funds 
Received** 

Carry-Forward 
Funds from 

2017* $ % 

Nutrition 10,000,000 0 2,409,124 7,590,876 76% 

Health 6,300,000 1,000,000 497,651 4,802,349 76% 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 4,000,000 0 311,705 3,688,295 92% 

Child protection 1,000,000 642,000 232,991 125,009 13% 

Education 5,935,000 0 1,617,881 4,317,119 73% 

HIV/AIDS 500,000 0 0 500,000 100% 

Social Protection 2,000,000 0 0 2,000,000 100% 

Cluster/sector coordination 4,500,000 0 500,081 3,999,919 89% 

Total 34,235,000 1,642,000 5,569,433 27,023,567 79% 
 

* Carry-forward from the previous year (US$ 5.5 million, which includes US$ 1.7 million for the refugee response). The carry-forward figure is 
provisional and subject to change. 
**Funds received is funding received against current appeal  

 
Next SitRep: 31 May 2018 
 

UNICEF Kenya HAC appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/kenya.html  
UNICEF Kenya Crisis Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFKenya/  

 

 
 

 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

 

Patrizia Di Giovanni 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 705 262285 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email: pdigiovanni@unicef.org 
 

Patrick Lavand’homme 
Chief, Field Operations & Emergency  
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: ++254-710 602326 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email: plavandhomme@unicef.org 

Werner Schultink 
Representative 
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 711 946555 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email : wschultink@unicef.org 

 
 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/kenya.html
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFKenya/
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018

 
  

                                                        
5 Sector response planning for 2018 is ongoing 
6 This is mainly due to education supplies distribution that reached a total of 84,205 children (49,205 in Dadaab refugee camp and 35,000 in Kakuma/Kalobeyei refugee 

settlement) 

 Sector Response  UNICEF and Implementing Partners 

 
Overall 
needs 

 
20185 

Target 
 

Total Results 
Change since 

last report 
▲▼ 

 2018 Target  Total Results 
Change since 

last report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         

Children under 5 treated for SAM 85,837 66,519 
12,008 

 
▲6,117 66,519 

12,008 
 

▲6,117 

Children under 5 treated for MAM 354,610 187,845 
28,504  

 
▲15,475 187,845 

28,504  
 

▲15,475 

HEALTH        

Children under 5 accessing integrated 
package of health interventions including 
diarrhea, malaria and pneumonia diseases 

    
814,500 

 

96,150 No change 

Children under 5 vaccinated against 
measles 

    641,817 - 
No change 

WASH 

Persons affected by crises are reached 

with [permanent] safe water 

interventions 

3,500,000 TBD 39,506 ▲▼ 250,000 39,506 No change 

People reached with hygiene education 

essential for disease prevention and 

response 

TBD TBD 64,500 ▲32,167 400,000 64,500 ▲32,167 

Children accessing appropriate hygiene 
education in schools, temporary learning 
spaces and other child friendly spaces 

TBD TBD 2,300 - 100,000 2,300 No change 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Most affected boys and girls have access 
to protective case management services 

325,000 95,000 3,553 ▲1,418 30,000 3,553 ▲886 

EDUCATION 

school-aged children (including 
adolescents) affected by crises accessing 
quality education 

1,150,000 635,000 88,200 ▲480  205,000 88,200 ▲480 6 

HIV and AIDS 

children, adolescents and pregnant 
women have access to HIV testing 
services 

   

 

120,000 

 
7,815 No change 

adolescents receive age appropriate 
SRH/HIV messaging incorporated with life 
skills education in humanitarian settings 

   
 

15,000 - No change 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

vulnerable households reached with cash 
transfer top up during crises 

   
 

30,000 -  No change  


