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CENTRAL AMERICA: RAINY SEASON

The compounding impacts of heavy rains 
continue to generate a surge in humanitarian 
needs and increased risks in flood and 
landslide-prone areas across El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras.In recent weeks and 
months, heavy rains have caused significant 
damages to housing, infrastructure, 
agriculture and related livelihoods. The 
forecast for increased rainfall over the coming 
days threatens to trigger an even greater 
accumulation of impacts and unmet needs, 
requiring a swift response from donors and 
humanitarian partners to prevent a further 
deterioration in the situation.  

On 23 September, Honduran President 
Xiomara Castro declared a 90-day national 
state of emergency in response to relentless 
rains that continue to batter the country. 
Between 1 and 26 September, the Honduran 
Permanent Contingency Commission 
(COPECO) reported more than 31,500 people 
directly affected and at least 12 killed across 
the country. This is more than triple the 9,000 
people affected by different climatic shocks 
associated with the rainy season between 
May and August this year. Civil protection 
authorities have placed the north-western 
departments of Copán and Santa Bárbara 
on red alert alongside eight municipalities 
in the departments of Cortés, Yoro and 
Atlántida, including areas of the Sula Valley, 
the country’s agricultural and industrial hub 
that was devastated by twin storms Eta and 

Iota in 2020. 

While assessments are still ongoing as 
the rainy season's impacts continue to 
accumulate, COPECO estimates that yields 
from nearly 140,000 hectares of crops have 
been affected and some 11,000 hectares of 
crops destroyed, potentially exacerbating 
existing livelihood challenges and food 
insecurity in a country where 2.6 million 
people were estimated to face high acute food 
insecurity (IPC phase 3 or above) between 
June and August 2022.

In neighbouring Guatemala, civil protection 
authorities have issued a red alert for nearly 
75 municipalities across 12 of the country’s 
22 departments amid heavy rainfall. As of 26 
September 2022, Guatemala’s Coordinating 
Agency for Disaster Reduction (CONRED) 
reports more than 3.8 million people affected, 
almost triple the 1.3 million affected as of 
14 September 2021, and at least 44 people 
dead, nearly double the figure reported on 14 
September last year.

In El Salvador, on 22 September, authorities 
put nearly 30 municipalities on red alert as 
the cumulative impacts of ongoing torrential 
rains continue to mount. Between 1 and 22 
September, the General Directorate of Civil 
Protection reported 160 landslides and more 
than 20 floods across the country that left at 
least 11 people dead. 

KEY FIGURES

  3.8M+ 
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY HEAVY 

RAINS IN GUATEMALA AS OF 26 
SEPTEMBER 

Sources:
• Honduran Permanent Contingency Commission 

(COPECO)
• Guatemala’s Coordinating Agency for Disaster 

Reduction (CONRED)
• El Salvador’s General Directorate of Civil Protection 

CENTRAL AMERICA & MEXICO: MIGRATION

In August, US border officials stopped 
Venezuelans attempting to enter the country 
through Mexico more than 25,300 times, a 43 
per cent increase compared to the previous 
month, and four times more than some 6,300 
stops recorded in August 2021. At the same 
time, it was the third consecutive month that 
fewer migrants from Mexico and northern 
Central America tried to cross the US-Mexico 
border, a telling sign of the demographic 
shift in migration flows over recent years, 
with cross-border movements from Mexico 
and northern Central America leapfrogged 
by record numbers of Colombians, Cubans, 

Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans 
attempting to reach the US.

In fact, Venezuelans have now surpassed 
Guatemalans and Hondurans to become the 
second-largest nationality after Mexicans 
among migrants trying to irregularly cross 
into the US. In addition to Venezuelans, the 
number of Cuban and Nicaraguan nationals 
arriving at the border continues to soar. In 
August, US authorities stopped Cubans more 
than 19,000 times, a more than four-fold 
increase compared to August 2021, when 
Cubans were stopped just shy of 5,000 times. 

KEY FIGURES

 43% 
INCREASE IN VENEZUELAN 
MIGRANTS STOPPED BY US 

BORDER OFFICIALS BETWEEN 
JULY AND AUGUST

Sources:
• US Border Patrol
• US Department of State
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ATLANTIC: HURRICANE IAN

On 26 September, Ian strengthened into 
Category 2 hurricane as it ripped across 
the Caribbean Sea, becoming the Atlantic’s 
fourth hurricane in 2022. Ian picked up 
speed as it moved near the Cayman Islands 
today and is forecast to reach Category 
3 strength tonight as it bears down on 
western Cuba. Ian’s rapid intensification 
has been fueled by its interaction with very 
warm ocean waters and low wind shear 
which could propel the storm to Category 
4 status as it barrels toward Florida’s west 
coast later in the week. 

On 24 September, Hazard Management 
Cayman Islands (HMCI) activated the 
territory’s National Emergency Operations 
Centre and began opening emergency 
shelters on Grand Cayman, home to 
more than 95 per cent of the tri-island’s 
population of less than 54,000 people. 

While the tropical storm watch for Jamaica 
has been lifted, a flash flood warning across 
several parishes will remain in effect until 
the morning hours of 26 September, with 
localized flooding in some parishes, such 
as Clarendon, prompting the activation of 
emergency shelters.

In Cuba, Civil Defense authorities activated 
an Information Phase on 24 September 
for the country’s western and central 
provinces and the Special Municipality 
Isla de La Juventud as the island braces 
for Ian’s impact. On its forecasted track, 
Ian could directly impact the provinces 
of Artemisa, Pinar Del Río and Isla De La 
Juventud between 26 and 27 September. 
Cuban authorities have already carried out 
preemptive evacuations and suspended 
classes in Pinar Del Río in anticipation of 
Ian’s landfall.

KEY FIGURES

 1.1M+
PEOPLE LIVE IN AREAS OF CUBA 

UNDER HURRICANE WARNING

Sources:
• US National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA)
• Cuban Civil Defense 
• Hazard Management Cayman Islands

MEXICO: EARTHQUAKE

On 19 September, a shallow 7.7-magnitude 
earthquake struck between the Pacific 
states of Colima and Michoacán, with the 
quake’s epicenter registered some 64 km 
south of the Municipality of Coalcoman 
in Michoacán. The powerful earthquake, 
which was felt hundreds of kilometers 
away in the capital, Mexico City, shook 
large swaths of south-western and central 
Mexico on the same day as major quakes 
hit the country in 1985 and 2017. According 
to preliminary assessments, more than 200 
buildings have suffered varying degrees 
of damage across the country, including 
dozens of schools and health centres. 
The quake left at least two people dead in 
Colima.

According to the National Seismological 
Service of Mexico, more than 800 
aftershocks have been recorded since the 
initial earthquake, with the strongest being 
magnitude 6.8 early on 22 September, 
causing buildings to sway and leaving 
at least one person dead in Mexico City. 
The humanitarian community in Mexico 
remains concerned about the accumulated 
humanitarian impacts in the country’s 
Pacific coast states, as the powerful quake 
and its aftershocks come on the heels of 
multiple tropical cyclones that battered the 
same quake-affected coastal states in recent 
weeks and months. 

KEY FIGURES

 200+ 
BUILDINGS DAMAGED, INCLUDING 

DOZENS OF HOSPITALS AND 
SCHOOLS

Sources:
• Government of Mexico
• National Seismological Service of Mexico


