
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin  
  Ethiopia 
    14 December 2015  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 The Government of 

Ethiopia launched the 2016 
Humanitarian 
Requirements Document in 
Addis Ababa on Friday, 11 
December 2016. 

 
 The 2016 HRD: 10.2 

million people in need of 
emergency food 
assistance. 5.8 million 
people to be supported 
with water, -hygiene and 
sanitation interventions; 
and over 2.1 million people 
with nutrition support 
including 435,000 severely 
acute malnourished 
children. 
 

 The Ministry of Health is 
working with partners 
including MSF Holland, 
UNICEF, UNHCR, and 
WHO to put a rapid stop to  
outbreak of  meningitis C 
circulating among refugees 
in Gambella  

 
 

Donors	are	urgently	requested	to:	
	

•	Provide	additional	funding	to					
				address	current	(2015)	needs	
 Bring	forward	2016	funds	now	
	

•	Review	options	to	re‐programme			
			existing	development	funding	for					
				priority	humanitarian	response	
	

•	Seek	additional	resources	
	

•	Support	country‐level	pooled	funds			
(OCHA’s	Humanitarian	Response	Fund	
(HRF)	and	the	emergency	funds	
managed	by	USAID	and	ECHO)	

 

 

 

Government launches Ethiopia’s Humanitarian Requirement 
Document for 2016 
The Government announced the figure of population requiring humanitarian 
assistance for 2016 as 10.2 million people; 
The HRD for 2016 was launched by the Government of Ethiopia on Friday 11 December with a 
projection of 10.2 million people in need of emergency food assistance in the year. Also 
prioritized in the HRD are 435,000 children under five and 1.7 million children, pregnant and 
lactating women requiring specialized nutritional support. The HRD is asking for $1.4 billion, of 
which $1.1 billion is required for emergency food assistance. The Government continues to lead 
the drought response, including through the National Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 
Committee led by the Deputy Prime Minister.  
 
In 2015, the Federal Government allocated over US$200 million from its own resources for food, 
nutrition and fodder needs in the worst affected areas. As a first installment for 2016, the 
Government has committed an additional US$97 million. These funds will provide 516,000 metric 
tons of food for the first rounds of food distribution. 
 
For the 2016 HRD, the Government and the international community worked together to develop 
a more operational document, this includes a prioritized humanitarian response plan.  The HRD 
also includes for the first time, costing of INGO operations – in key areas including water, 
sanitation, health and nutrition. A cross-cutting theme of the HRD is strengthening government 
services at the point of delivery. Therefore, humanitarian activities in the HRD will complement 
and support gaps in service delivery – ensuring that humanitarian and development resources 
operate in a coordinated manner.  For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
 
Go to https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/ethiopia for detailed information on the 
HRD.  
 

Partners respond to Meningitis C  
A strain of meningitis C is now circulating among refugees in Gambella (11 suspected cases and 
four confirmed). The Ministry of Health and the Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs 
(ARRA) are working with partners including MSF Holland, UNICEF, UNHCR, and WHO to put a 
rapid stop to the outbreak. A request for vaccines from a global interagency stockpile was 
answered with an agreement to deliver 120,553 doses of vaccine and 750 doses of antibiotics. 
An emergency vaccination campaign will be launched in the affected refugee camp and 
surrounding host community. 
 
In addition, 33 suspected cases of acute watery diarrhea in Moyale woredas of Oromia and 
Somali regions, bordering Kenya, are currently under investigation by regional and Federal 
government bureaus, in coordination with WHO and UNICEF. Health partners are also working 
together on the response, which includes training for health workers and the delivery of an 
interagency diarrheal disease kit. This kit contains supplies to treat 100 severe and 400 
moderate cases of diarrhea. 
 
A special effort is also being made to strengthen coordination among Health Cluster partners. A 
health technical working group has been established under the Health and Nutrition Taskforce.  
For more information, contact who-wro@et.afro.who.int 

 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climactic event has wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s summer rains.  This comes on the heels of
failed spring rains, and has driven food insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in
affected areas of the country.  A well-coordinated response is already underway and 
expanding rapidly, although the scale of the developing emergency exceeds resources
available to date. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the
Government and its international partners have called for early action to this slow onset
natural disaster.     


