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1 Samurdhi is a government social protection programme aimed at eliminating poverty in Sri Lanka, mainly through the inclusion of low-income households and the provision of 

resources to support economic improvement 

    

 

 

 

Situation Update  

• Sri Lanka, an island-nation with a population of 22 

million people, continues to weather the hardships 

brought by its worst economic crisis in 70 years.  

• Higher prices for food and other essentials, coupled 

with losses in income, are making it increasingly 

difficult for families to afford sufficient nutritious 

food. According to the National Consumer Price 

Index, food inflation increased to 75.8 percent in 

June, from 58 percent in May 2022. The Colombo 

Consumer Price Index indicated that food inflation 

in the capital city Colombo is higher, at 80 percent, 

during the same period. 

• WFP’s monitoring of vouchers for pregnant women 

in Colombo indicated that 84 percent lost part or all 

of their income due to the crisis. Nine in ten 

households now earn less than LKR 50,000 (USD 

138) per month. The most pressing concerns raised 

by beneficiaries were food prices (93 percent), food 

shortages (77 percent), and transport issues due to 

fuel shortage (75 percent).  

WFP Response 

WFP’s economic crisis response aims to reach a 

total of 3.4 million across three main activities: 

(1) unconditional food assistance through cash or 

in-kind; (2) school meals; and (3) nutrition support.  

Unconditional Food Assistance 

• WFP’s vouchers targeting pregnant women in 

urban poor communities in Colombo reached 

2,194 beneficiaries (91 percent) of the 2,400 

identified beneficiaries. The remaining 206 

vouchers will be distributed next week. 

• WFP will begin cash assistance to 10,000 

vulnerable households in the districts of Galle, 

Mullaitivu, and Nuwara Eliya in the first stage, 

followed by 34,000 households in Ampara, 

Colombo, Jaffna, Kurunegala, Mannar, 

Monaragala, and Vavuniya. Priority is accorded 

to households which include persons with 

disabilities, pregnant and lactating women, and 

low-income households with over four members 

registered in Samurdhi1. 

School Meals 

• Recognizing the importance of school meals in 

supporting children’s education, WFP plans to 

support 1 million schoolchildren and has 

procured about 2,200 mt of rice. This will support 

the Government with resumption of its national 

school meals programme, which was interrupted 

due to budgetary constraints. Commodities are 

expected to arrive in September. 

 

Nutrition 

• WFP aims to support the resumption of Thriposha, 

the Government’s national nutrition programme, 

which was paused in late 2021 due to budgetary 

constraints. WFP aims to reach 1 million 

pregnant and lactating women and children 

under 5 to help meet their nutrition needs. 

 

 

M.N. Keshala, 26, is six months pregnant with her second child. Her husband works as a day 

labourer, an already precarious form of employment even in the best of times. Their lives have 

become more difficult since the crisis hit, and the lack of nutritious food has left her anaemic, 

posing risks for her and her unborn child. WFP supports Keshala with food vouchers to help her 

meet her and her family’s food and nutrition needs. © WFP/Josh Estey 
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In Numbers 

6.3 million people are food-insecure. This is likely 

to deteriorate as the crisis unfolds. 

6.7 million people are not consuming acceptable 

diets. 

3.4 million people are prioritized to receive 

assistance from WFP. 

 

Highlights 

• WFP’s cash-based transfers are due to start in Galle, Mullaitivu, 

and Nuwara Eliya districts, followed by Ampara, Colombo, Jaffna, 

Kurunegala, Mannar, Monaragala, and Vavuniya. Current funding 

is sufficient for WFP to reach approximately 179,000 individuals 

from low-income households. 

• Thus far, WFP reached 2,194 of the 2,400 targeted pregnant 

women in urban poor communities in Colombo with value 

vouchers. WFP expects to complete distribution next week. 

 

https://www.cbsl.gov.lk/sites/default/files/cbslweb_documents/press/pr/press_20220721_inflation_in_june_2022_ncpi_e.pdf
https://www.cbsl.gov.lk/sites/default/files/cbslweb_documents/press/pr/press_20220721_inflation_in_june_2022_ncpi_e.pdf
https://www.cbsl.gov.lk/sites/default/files/cbslweb_documents/press/pr/press_20220630_inflation_in_june_2022_ccpi_e.pdf
https://www.cbsl.gov.lk/sites/default/files/cbslweb_documents/press/pr/press_20220630_inflation_in_june_2022_ccpi_e.pdf
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Assessments  

• WFP completed post-distribution monitoring of its 

vouchers for pregnant women in Colombo. Almost 

all (99.5 percent) of the respondents said they 

were satisfied with the amount that they received, 

and 69 percent indicated the support is sufficient 

to cover the food needs of a household with an 

average of 4.5 members for two weeks. Vouchers 

were primarily used to purchase dhal, milk, and 

rice.  

• Recipients of the vouchers reported purchasing 

cheaper food (90 percent) and dipping into their 

savings (57 percent) to cope with the higher prices 

and lower income.  

 

Resourcing Update 

• To date, WFP received a total of US$21 million 

from the governments of Australia, Italy, Japan, 

New Zealand, and Switzerland, as well as from the 

UN Central Emergency Response Fund, private 

sector partners, and multilateral donors. This 

represents a third of its emergency appeal for 

US$63 million.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

Funding requirement 
(Jul-Dec 2022) 

*represents emergency response requirement only, not inclusive of the US$10 million 

required under the Country Strategic Plan at the beginning of 2022. 

33% FUNDED 

US$63M* 

Contact Us: 

WFP Country Director:   

Abdur Rahim Siddiqui: abdurrahim.siddiqui@wfp.org 

 

Emergency Coordinator: 

Satyen Tait: satyen.tait@wfp.org  

 

Information Management Officer: 

Catherine Mones: catherine.mones@wfp.org 

WFP has launched a campaign to gather 

support from individual donors through 

its crowdfunding app #ShareTheMeal. WFP 

aims to raise funds equivalent to half a 

million shared meals and has currently 

raised 432,500 meals as of 4 August.  

It only takes a few taps on your phone to start having an impact. 

Download ShareTheMeal app on App Store and Google Play. 

 

FUNDING SHORTFALL– US$ 42.3 M 

(From top left, clockwise) Priyangani, Priyankari, 

Muniwara, and Minabige are only four of 

millions being pushed deeper into poverty by the 

economic crisis and are battling against the 

uncertainty on what the future holds for their 

families.  

WFP, together with other humanitarian actors, are 

mobilizing resources to support the urgent and life-

saving needs of millions of Sri Lankans. Read here to 

learn more about how WFP is responding to the 

crisis. 

You can also support them and share a meal. Your 

contribution will help provide vulnerable Sri Lankans 

with nutrition assistance, cash, and school meals.  

https://sharethemeal.org/donate?campaign=srilanka1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sharethemeal/id977130010?aid=org.sharethemeal.app&cm=website&cn=permanent&cs=stmwebsite
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.sharethemeal.app&referrer=utm_source%3Dstmwebsite%26utm_medium%3Dwebsite%26utm_campaign%3Dpermanent
https://www.wfp.org/stories/sri-lanka-rising-prices-reduce-access-food-millions
https://bit.ly/39GHL0r

