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HIGHLIGHTS 

Humanitarian access into Tigray remains restricted to
one road through Afar Region, with insecurity,
extended delays with clearances, and intense search
at checkpoints.

One hundred trucks of food, non-food items and fuel,
including at least 90 trucks of food, must enter Tigray
every day to sustain assistance for at least 5.2 million
people.

Between 5-11 August, food partners reached more
than 320,000 people under Round 1 and more than 1
million people under Round 2.

Partners reached about 184,000 people with water,
10,000 children with educational programs, and
donated 10,000 textbooks in support of the school
reopening effort.

The spill over of the conflict into neighbouring Afar
and Amhara regions continues to take a heavy toll on
civilians.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations. © OCHA

(19 Aug 2021)

KEY FIGURES

People in need People targeted

Refugees in Sudan
since 7 November

5.2M 5.2M

63,110

FUNDING

Requirements (May -
December)

Outstanding gap (Aug
- Dec)

$854M $170.7M
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BACKGROUND  

Disclaimer

OCHA Ethiopia prepares this report with the support of Cluster Coordinators. The data/information collected covers the
period from 10- 16 August. The dashboard data below is as of 13 August. In some cases, access and communication
constraints mean that updates for the period are delayed. The next issue of the sitrep will be published on 26 August.  

(19 Aug 2021)
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VISUAL 

Results from the Northern Ethiopia Response Plan (since 1 May)

(18 Aug 2021)
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BACKGROUND  

Situation Overview

The situation in Tigray remains unpredictable and volatile while the movement of Tigray Forces in Amhara and Afar
continues. Humanitarian access in large areas inside Tigray is now feasible and secure, with some 75 per cent of the region
fully accessible. Access to areas bordering Eritrea in the far north, southern parts of Southern Zone, and western and
southern parts of North-Western Zone remains inaccessible due to the fluid security. Within Western Zone, under the control
of Amhara Regional Forces, movement is limited, and the zone is inaccessible from neighboring North Western Zone.

Humanitarian access into the region remains restricted to one road through Afar Region where there is insecurity, extended
delays with clearances of humanitarian supplies, and intense searches at checkpoints. Between 13 -17 August, the scanner
at Silsa checkpoint was broken, putting all cargo convoy movement on hold with over 102 trucks are currently waiting in
Semera to transit into Mekelle. Only 30 trucks with humanitarian supplies can be scanned every day under the current
procedures, while we need 100 trucks of food, non-food and fuel a day moving into Tigray.

From 15 July to 15 August, 318 trucks with humanitarian supplies entered Tigray. This is only a small amount of the required
humanitarian cargo to meet the mounting needs. Food partners estimate that at least 3,600 metric tons (MT) of food
commodities or 90 trucks are required to enter Tigray every day to sustain food assistance for at least 5.2 million people.
For instance, the Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) partners (a consortium of INGOs) need approximately 70 trucks or 2800
MT of food entering Tigray every day for 40-50 days to complete rounds 2 and 3 of food distribution. WFP needs about 20
trucks or 800MT daily to complete round 3 within 30 days.

In addition to the above cargo that arrived in Mekelle, a United Arab Emirates (UAE) charter flight arrived from Addis Ababa
on 13 August with 5 MT of vegetable oil and another 5 MT arrived on 16 August. The UAE committed to 200 MT of vegetable
oil.

Humanitarian operations across sectors are severely affected by the ongoing supply disruption, lack of stocks, cash,
banking services, fuel, and telecommunications. Transport of ICT equipment is still prohibited, and fuel sent with the cargo
is limited. Lack of fuel impacts the provision of life-saving assistance, including operating generators for water services,
hospitals, transport of supplies and personnel, and access to electricity and communications. An estimated minimum of
200,000 liters or 4-5 tankers of fuel is needed for humanitarian response per week.

Commercial supply is still obstructed, leading to a lack of essential commodities in the private markets and a spike of
prices, making it impossible for people to afford basic daily necessities. The cost of fuel in the unregulated market has
reportedly increased by 185 per cent in early July compared to the end of June.

(19 Aug 2021)
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Staff rotation is improving with United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) passenger flight Addis Ababa-Mekelle-
Addis Ababa operating two regular flights per week as planned. To complement UNHAS flights, OCHA facilitates joint
convoys from Mekelle to Semera and Addis-Ababa twice a week. However, humanitarian workers’ rotation is also hindered
by the extension rules for visas, which are renewed every three months. Ethiopian immigration authorities have suspended
the visa-on-arrival and e-visa services until further notice since 18 June. Several partners reported delays with applying for
visas in person at Ethiopian embassies due to logistical and bureaucratic impediments, including travel to a country with an
embassy, restricted working hours of consular services, and restricted number of applicants per day due to COVID-19.

Local authorities are planning to open schools on 20 September. There are 120 IDP sites, of which the majority are in
schools. However, given the minimal resources, it is not feasible for partners to provide alternative shelters to the IDPs
sheltering at schools.

Meanwhile, the spillover of the conflict into neighboring Afar and Amhara regions continues to take a heavy toll on civilians
with increased displacements where armed clashes between Tigray Forces and Federal and Regional Forces in Afar and
Amhara regions were reported.

In Afar, more than 76,500 people have been displaced due to the conflict, according to regional authorities. On 12 and 13
August, Afar Regional Government led two multi-cluster initial rapid assessments in Digdiga and Chefra IDPs sites and
provided food and water. Partners provided tents, medicines, drinking water, nutrition, and support to water trucking in
Digdiga IDPs site, Teru Woreda.

In Amhara, and according to regional authorities, Dessie and Kombolcha in North and South Wello Zone host an estimated
150,000 IDPs. The Regional Government and OCHA will lead a multi-agency rapid assessment in these locations starting 21
August. Meanwhile, humanitarian partners are providing relief assistance. On 14 August, local authorities introduced an
evening/night curfew on the movement of people and vehicles in Central Gondar Zone, Gondar city, and Bahir Dar city due to
the fluid security situation.

VISUAL 

Humanitarian Access in Tigray

(19 Jul 2021)
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Humanitarian Preparedness and Response

Humanitarian partners continue to maintain presence, to stay and deliver to the current and emerging needs. As of 17
August, there are 457 UN staff (10 UN agencies) supporting the humanitarian response (90 international staff and 230
national staff in Mekelle and 15 international staff and 122 national staff in Shire). Similarly, NGO partners continue to
maintain presence in Tigray with 35 NGOs (29 INGOs and 6 NNGOs) currently responding to the needs on the ground.

Food response remains the largest component of the response. Round 1 food distribution, which has been significantly
delayed due to access challenges in many areas, is being finalized. Partners are simultaneously gearing up for the Round 2
distribution, which was launched in mid-May. For Round 2 distribution, more than 2.4 million people have been assisted in
Central, Southern, North-Western, Eastern, and South-Eastern Zones as of 11 August. Between 5-11 August, more than
320,000 people were reached with food under Round 1, and more than one million people were reached under Round 2.

(19 Aug 2021)
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Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) cluster partners distributed water to about 184,000 people during the reporting period
in Mekelle, Central, South-Eastern, North-Western, and Eastern Zones. They also rehabilitated 68 water points reaching more
than 14,000 people in South-Eastern, Southern and Eastern Zones.

Education partners reached more than 10,000 children with different learning programs in Shire, Mekelle IDPs sites, Adigrat,
Adwa, Axum, Enderta, and six Woredas  in the reporting period South-Eastern Zone. UNICEF provided 10,000 textbooks to
Saharti Woreda Education Office, South-Eastern Zone, supporting school reopening efforts.

Twenty-nine Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams continue to provide essential health services at 72 health facilities and 47
IDPs sites in 24 Woredas  (of the 93 Woredas  in the region), reaching more than 50,000 individuals with medical
consultations.

To date, and since the start of the year, some 658,000 people – 28 per cent of the total 2.7 million people targeted were
reached with emergency shelter and non-food items. With completed, ongoing, and planned distributions, about 1.17 million
people, 40 per cent of the targeted population, will be reached by the end of the year.

CLUSTER STATUS 

Provision of seeds to farmers as local sorghum and vegetable seeds and Mung Bean can be planted at the end of
August due to rainfall.

Distribution of 79,535 quintals (a quintal equals 100kg) of fertilizers to farmers is ongoing with some 521,202 quintals
distributed through the agriculture cooperative unions to date.

Seeds and fertilizers in Mekelle have been transported to Woredas  for distribution to farmers.

Partners reached 162,399 households with 9,140 MT metric tons of seeds and the Bureau of Agriculture reached
126,976 households to date.

Lack of fuel and cash is hindering the transportation of agricultural inputs.

Lack of refrigerator at Woreda level to keep vaccines and drugs.

Lack of chemicals to combat fall army worm affecting maize and sorghum crops.

Small desert locust swarm was detected in 14 Woredas.

(19 Aug 2021)

Agriculture

Needs

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS (19 Aug 2021)
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According to the latest food security analysis, over 400,000 people in Tigray region are suffering from catastrophic
levels of hunger (IPC 5) through the lean season; and across the region, more than 4 million people - 70 percent of
the population – are experiencing high levels of acute food insecurity (IPC 3 or above). Based on qualitative
information from the field the number of food insecure people continues to increase. The people currently suffering
from acute food insecurity could slide into catastrophic level of hunger and further into famine-like conditions if food
and livelihood assistance is not rapidly scaled up. Timely and sustained food assistance is urgently needed to avert
any risk of famine.

It is expected that only 25% to 50% of the normal cereal production will be available this year as agricultural planting
season has been missed in many parts of Tigray. Besides, there are no available food stocks as many people were
prevented from planting for the last eight months. As a result, food assistance will be required up to the next year’s
harvest season in October 2022.

At least 5.2 million people are targeted for emergency food assistance in Tigray.

Since the launch of the first round of assistance under Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 in late
March, and as of 11 August, the three main food partners have assisted 5,575,516 people with 94,167 MT of food
across Mekelle town, Eastern, Western, Central, North-western, Southern and South-Eastern Zones under Round 1.

While Round 1 distribution, which has been significantly delayed due to access challenges in many areas, is being
finalized, partners are simultaneously gearing up for the Round 2 distribution, which was launched in mid-May.

For Round 2 distribution, some 2,454,533 people have been assisted with 41,604 MT of food in Central, Southern,
North-Western, Eastern, and South-Eastern Zones as of 11 August.

During the reporting period (05 August -11 August), food partners have distributed 5,443 MT of food to 321,152
people under Round 1; and 1,040,644 people have been assisted with 17,732 MT of food under Round 2.

The National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) has allocated 10,839 MT of food for Round 1. As of
23 June, it has distributed 1,664 MT of food to 110,923 people in Ofla, Zata, and Raya Alamata Woredas, Southern
Zone and 927 MT of food to 61,771 people in Maykadra, Humera, and Dansha Woredas, Western Zone. The
Government of Ethiopia’s Round 2 distribution in Western Zone has been on hold due to the fluid security situation.

The Joint Emergency Operation Program (JEOP) is completing its Round 1 distribution with 69,458 MT (91%) of the
allocated food distributed, assisting 4,097,820 people as of 11 August. JEOP partners have also launched its Round 2
distribution, assisting 1,230,007 people with 20,849 MT of food in Central, Eastern, Southern and South-Eastern
Zones.

WFP and its partners have completed their Round 1 distribution with 22,118 MT of food distributed to 1,305,002
people. From Round 2 onwards, WFP took over the distribution in the five Woredas  (Ofla, Zata, Raya Alamata,
Alamata and Korem) in Southern Zone from the NDRMC. WFP is completing its Round 2 distribution, assisting
1,224,526 people with 20,755 MT of food in Southern and North-Western Zones as of 11 August.

A one-off distribution of super cereal took place in Mayweynei Primary School IDPs site and Midregenet Secondary
School IDPs site in Mekelle, assisting 9,600 people with 14.4 MT.

Food

Needs

Response
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To improve quality of assistance, partners are deploying teams to food distribution points and the affected
communities to conduct process monitoring and post-distribution surveys with beneficiaries.

At least 3,600 MT of food commodities (or 90 trucks) are required to move into Tigray every day in order to sustain
the food assistance for at least 5.2 million people and avert the risk of famine.

As of 17 August, non-governmental food partners only have around 2,300 MT of food commodities within Tigray.
Partners have been dispatching food and conducting distribution in prioritized Woredas, especially targeting the areas
that used to be hard to reach due to access/security and those that will be difficult to access during the rainy season
which has already started in some locations. It has been a very difficult prioritization exercise for all food partners as
the stock requirements for all the hotspot locations is way higher than the amount of food commodities available in
Tigray.

The continuous delays in humanitarian cargo movement due to insecurity, extended delays in clearances and
thorough searches to convoys in the Semera-Abala corridor is significantly hampering food response within Tigray
region.

The safety and security of cargo drivers in the corridor is also a serious concern and requires urgent measures to
ensure that transporters have the confidence to continue cargo movements.

Lack of fuel and cash and non-functional communication network in Tigray as well as irregular supply line into the
region are significantly hindering the resumption of food response.

Several partners are currently operating in debt. If the issue of access to cash is not urgently resolved, partners may
be soon forced to temporarily cease operation.

Areas across Tekeze River, including May Tsebri town, Tselemeti and Dimma Woredas, remain inaccessible due to
physical access challenges (damaged bridge and highwater level) and security concerns.

The extreme northern parts of Tigray along the Eritrean border continue to be inaccessible due to fluid security
context.

The flexibility for timely inclusion of verified vulnerable new caseloads in food assistance without quota limitation is
urgently needed. Efforts to reach out to the areas that are previously inaccessible by food partners and conduct food
distribution closer to the target communities is critical.

Food partners are working with the local authorities to resolve the delays and inclusion/exclusion errors in
government-led beneficiary registration and targeting for food assistance in some areas and in Mekelle.

Lack of cooking energy and milling support.

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

Food, non-food items, dignity kits, firewood, and water at IDPs sites.

(19 Aug 2021)

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

Needs
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Increased number of IDPs arriving in Abi Adi bringing the number of IDP sites from 11 to 15 hosting over 26,000
displaced people in the town. This is putting additional requirements to coordinate and manage the additional sites.

An assessment was carried along with the Protection Cluster to IDPs relocation site “Sabacare 4” in Mekelle. Some
384 shelters were identified for the relocation of the initial group of IDPs from schools.

A joint assessment mission by CCCM, Protection, Health, WASH clusters and local authorities was carried in Adwa to
identify unfinished building and plots of land to serve as relocation sites. Six sites with the capacity of an estimated
1000 households were assessed.

Starting the construction of a communal kitchen at Wuqar-Diba IDPs site in Shire.

Site plans for two identified IDPs sites have been completed in Shire and Sherao.

Five IDP collective sites were provided with firewood in Mekelle.

Some 35 site management committee members were trained on coordination and camp management in Mekelle.

Lack of cash and fuel impacting the implementation of site improvement activities at IDP sites and the movement of
partners to responds in remote collective sites.

Lack of internet, communications and electric power is delaying timely reporting from the field.

Lack of information about service provision from service providers and partners.

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

Relocation of IDPs from schools.

Renovation of schools damaged or looted during the conflict and clearing them from explosives in preparation of
return of students to schools.

Scholastic materials and high energy biscuit in support to students.

Psycho-social support training for teachers and students.

Some 10,229 children are attending different learning programs in Shire, Mekelle IDPs sites, Adigrat, Adwa and Axum,
Enderta, and six Woredas  in South-Eastern Zone. The programs are supported by partners.

Some 375 children started speedy school in Hintalo Woreda, South-Eastern Zone.

Some 159 children reached with early childhood education in Mekelle.

(19 Aug 2021)

Education

Needs
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UINCEF provided 10,000 textbooks to Seharti Woreda education office in support of school reopening effort.

Regional Education Bureau, in collaboration with partners, is conducting school damage assessment in five Zones.

Delay in preparation for reopening schools as IDPs are still sheltering there.

Lack of cash to pay for teachers’ salaries.

Lack of cash to implement education programs.

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

Relocation of IDPs form schools as the local authorities plans to reopen schools on 20 September. There are more
than 120 IDPs sites of which the majority are in schools. There are very limited resources to provide alternative
shelters to all.

Supporting IDPs within the host community.

To date, and since the start of the year, some 658,000 people – 28 per cent of the total 2.7 million people targeted
were reached with emergency shelter and non-food items. With completed, ongoing, and planned distributions, about
1.17 million people, 40 per cent of the targeted population, will be reached by the end of the year.

Lack of supplies and market disruption due to access constraints to the region.

Rainfall amid the already substandard living conditions of the IDPs.

Lack of fuel, electricity, communication, cash and bank services are hindering the response.

High price inflation and limited supply against the increasing demands

Challenge with obtaining data on IDPs living with the host community.

(19 Aug 2021)

Emergency Shelter & Non-Food Items

Needs

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS (19 Aug 2021)

Health
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Malaria drugs and testing kits at IDPs sites in Mekelle.

Medical supplies for Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams (MHNTs)

Twenty-nine MHNTs continue to provide essential health services at 72 health facilities and 47 IDPs sites in 24
Woredas (of the 93 Woredas  in the region), reaching 50,670 individuals with medical consultations.

Some 285 Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) cases, including 9 cases with medical complication, were admitted for
Therapeutic Feeding Program in 18 health facilities across the region.

Through the Regional Health Bureau (RHB), WHO supported 10 out of the planned 14 hospitals with medical supplies
and medicines in Central, Eastern and North Western Zones.

WHO supported RHB with one Cholera investigation kit and one Cholera laboratory checklist kits.

Lack of surveillance, data management and reporting due to blackout of telecommunications.

Needs

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

No updates since the last reporting period.

Since12 July, more than 100 trucks coordinated or facilitated by the Logistics Cluster have arrived Mekelle via Afar
road.

During the reporting period, cargos were dispatched to Mekelle warehouse on behalf of three partners.

During the reporting period, the Logistics Cluster facilitated the transport of 200 MT of humanitarian supplies on
behalf of three partners, including 20 MT of medical supplies from Mekelle to Korem, Alemata and Maichew
Hospitals; 100 MT of NFIs to Enticho, Axum, and Neader Adet; and 80 MT of NFIs to Shire.

Only one entry route is currently available to move cargo into Tigray, which is via Afar by road.

(19 Aug 2021)

Logistics
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Gaps
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CLUSTER STATUS 

No updates since the last reporting period.

No updates since the last reporting period.

No updates since the last reporting period.

(19 Aug 2021)

Nutrition

Needs

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

Distribution of blankets, mattresses, clothing, soap, food and dignity kits to IDPs sites across the region.

Anti-malaria medication at IDPs sites in Western Zone.

Support of the host community with food and non-food items.

Some 217 people with severe mental or physical special needs received dignity kits and clothing in Abi Adi, Central
Zone and in Mai Tsebri, North-Western Zone.

Some 31 people with special needs were provided with home-based psychosocial support in Abi Adi and at 3 IDPs
sites in Shire.

Some 210 women received dignity kits in Mekelle IDPs site.

Lack of cash, fuel, and telecommunications.

Depletion on humanitarian supplies.

(19 Aug 2021)

Protection

Needs

Response

Gaps
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CLUSTER STATUS 

Completion of WASH facilities at “Sabacare-4” IDPs relocation site in Mekelle by September.

Completion of WASH facilities’ constructions at IDP relocation sites.

Rehabilitation of sanitation facilities at schools used to shelter IDPs after their relocation planned at the end of
August.

WASH NFIs for IDPs sites and host communities.

WASH response covered 35 Woredas  in Mekelle, Central, Eastern, South-Eastern and Southern Zones during the
reporting period.

About 9,637 m³ of water was distributed in Mekelle, Central, South-Eastern, North-Western, and Eastern Zones
reaching 183,562 people during the reporting period.

Rehabilitations of 68 water points (hand pumps) reaching 14,300 people in South-Eastern, Southern and Eastern
Zones.

Ongoing constructions of latrines and bathing units at collective IDP sites across the region.

Some 30,071 people reached with hygiene promotion and WASH NFIs at IDPs sites and host community.

Lack of fuel and cash is significantly hindering WASH interventions, in particular water trucking operations and water
generators.

Frequent disruption of power supply in Mekelle is impacting water pumping.

(19 Aug 2021)

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

Needs

Response

Gaps

COORDINATION  

Coordination

Coordination platforms continue to function. The Inter-Cluster Coordination Groups (ICCG) in Mekelle and Shire are holding
regular meetings. Coordination meetings between partners and the de-facto local authorities have been initiated in the main
hubs in Mekelle, Shire, Adigrat, and Abi Adi. Given the scale of the crisis and the need for rapid scale-up of assistance,
clusters urgently require dedicated full-time coordinators and information management officers. With the improved access
within the region, there is need for more strengthened and permanent presence of partners in the field hubs The de-facto
regional authorities have announced that the existing Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) in Mekelle will continue to meet
weekly and provide a platform for interaction with clusters and humanitarian partners.

(19 Aug 2021)
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/country/eth
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The de-facto authorities are engaging with partners to rapidly scale up response to address the dire humanitarian needs in
the region. However, stock levels are currently low, and there are still huge challenges to bring in supplies from outside the
region.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Funding Update

There is funding gap of $US170.7 million in in the Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Response Plan to urgently respond to the
emerging and urgent needs. This reflects agency internal re-allocations and re-alignments as well new funding received.
Information on how much funding is available for the response is updated continuously and can fluctuate based on new
pledges and confirmed contributions by donors. As more information becomes available, and needs evolve, the estimation of
the funding available and funding gap is likely to increase.

On 18 August, the Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund launched the 2021 second reserve allocation of $20 million. The allocation
will target immediate and life-saving activities in emergency shelter, camp coordination and management, health, nutrition,
protection, and water, sanitation and hygiene sectors in Tigray, Amhara and Afar.

(19 Aug 2021)
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