
1 

ECONOMIC STABILIZATION 
Matthew Hall, matthew.hall@cimicweb.org / +1 757-683-5273                                                 Back to top 

11

This document is intended to provide an overview of relevant sector 
events in Afghanistan from 14 April - 20 April 2010. More 
comprehensive information is available on the Civil-Military Overview 
(CMO) at www.cimicweb.org. Hyperlinks to original source material 
are highlighted in blue and underlined in the embedded text.  

 

The Washington Post reports that US Marines in 
Marjah are paying farmers USD 120 per acre (0.4 
hectares) for not harvesting their poppy fields. 
Farmers who participate are required to plough un-
der their fields, thereby destroying the harvestable 
crops, in order to receive the payment. The tactic is 
intended to reduce the production of poppy without 
harming local farmers, many of whom cannot afford 
to lose this valuable harvest. The programme was 
hotly contested, according to the article, but eventu-
ally approved by US Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton. Marjah, home of the country’s largest concen-
tration of poppy fields, was recently recaptured from 
the Taliban as part of Operation Moshtarak.  
 
The United States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) Famine Early Warning System Net-
work (FEWS NET) reveals in the Afghanistan Food 
Security Update that seasonal hunger in Afghanistan  
continues to be less severe than usual due to low 
cereal food costs. However, the report states that 
provinces in the north and northeast have seen very 
low seasonal precipitation, which could harm the 
2010 wheat harvest. 
 
Farmers in Samangan province have lost hundreds 
of livestock over the last few weeks due to the 
spread of disease, including diarrhoea, smallpox and 
foot rot, as reported by Pajhwok Afghan News. The 
governor of Dara-e Sof Bala district Mohammad Ali 
Hussaini stated that local residents had asked him 

for assistance and that he had relayed their re-
quests to officials but no progress had yet been 
made. The Director of the Samangan Agricultural 
Department Abdul Razaq Rahimi asserted that there 
were insufficient resources available to solve the 
problem. 
 
Pajhwok reports that the Turkish PRT in the Maidan 
Sharh district of Wardak province has provided 134 
tonnes of pesticide and 65 spraying devices to the 
local Agriculture Directorate. The materials will be 
used on 600,000 fruit trees in the district. 
 
Residents of Khost City in Khost province are com-
plaining that local officials failed to spend the entire 
budget from the previous solar year, despite the 
city’s lack of basic facilities providing drinking water 
and rubbish disposal, says Pajhwok. The budget 
consisted of AFN 80 million (approx. USD 1.7 mil-
lion) of which only AFN 50 million (approx. USD 1 
million) was spent. The Mayor of Khost Jehan Gul 
blamed the lack of security and bureaucratic obsta-
cles for the gap. 
 
A United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA) press release says that the UN, donor na-
tions, the Afghan government and local officials met 
to discuss the way forward in one of the country’s 
poorest provinces, Farah. The Governor of Farah 
asserted that his province is not receiving its fair 
share of aid from the government. The top priorities 
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Afghan president Hamid Karzai has appointed new 
officials for both the Independent Election Commis-
sion (IEC) and the Electoral Complaints Commission 
(ECC), Pajhwok Afghan News reports. Presidential 
spokesman Wahid Omar told journalists that the 
president had named former IEC commissioner Fazel 
Ahmad Manawi as the new head of the IEC, suc-
ceeding Azizullah Ludin who stepped down from his 
position earlier this month. Omar also announced 
that Karzai appointed three Afghans to the ECC, in-
cluding Supreme Court official Sayd Murad Sharifi, 
Kabul University professor Ahmad Zia Rafat and 
Member of Parliament (MP) Shah Sultan Akefi. Re-
treating from his earlier opposition to including for-
eign nationals on the ECC, Karzai announced that 
Judge Johann Kriegler, former Chairman of the Inde-
pendent Electoral Commission of South Africa, and 
Safwat Sidqi, former member of the Independent 
Electoral Commission for Iraq, will be placed on the 
Afghan ECC, according to Agence France-Presse 
(AFP). In a show of support, Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General (SRSG) Staffan de Mistura 
released a statement recommending the interna-
tional community release funds for the upcoming 
parliamentary elections that will take place on 18 
September 2010. De Mistura said that during a 
meeting with Karzai he was assured of Karzai’s ap-
proval of the provision that ECC decisions will be 
taken with the endorsement of at least one of the 
two international ECC members. The SRSG also 
noted that Karzai promised to ensure the constitu-
tionally guaranteed 68 seats for female candidates in 

parliament.  
The IEC published a press release on 20 April 
launching the candidate nomination process for the 
parliamentary elections and issuing guidelines for 
Afghans interested in running for office. The IEC 
statement said that it was made public in an effort 
to increase transparency and encourage participa-
tion in the electoral process. The candidate nomina-
tion timeline will run from 20 April through 04 May. 
Candidates must be Afghan citizens and are re-
quired to present at least 1,000 signed or finger-
printed supporter cards as well as resign from any 
government posts held. Women are specifically en-
couraged to apply, according to the IEC statement.  
 
Reuters writes that the dispute between Karzai and 
Afghan lawmakers over the proposed changes to 
the electoral law (refer to CFC’s 08 April Afghani-
stan Review, Governance & Participation Section) 
remains unresolved and leaves several questions 
unanswered regarding September’s voting process. 
Reuters quotes an IEC official saying that “for the 
time being” the electoral body was implementing 
the changes made by Karzai’s decree. During a ses-
sion of the Wolesi Jirga on 17 April, MPs had urged 
a delay of the candidate registration process until 
the legal row was resolved, according to Pajhwok. 
MPs called for a debate on the legal status of the 
presidential decree that was rejected on 31 March. 
(Comments? Click here) 

During the early morning hours on 19 April, a mag-
nitude 5.3 earthquake struck in Samangan province, 
killing at least 7 people and injuring 30 others, ac-
cording to The Washington Post.  Three districts 
were affected by the quake, leaving more than 300 
homes damaged and hundreds of livestock lost. 
Landslides caused by the earthquake also blocked 
roads making rescue efforts difficult. Deputy Gover-
nor of Samangan Ghulam Sakhi told reporters that 
three civil defence units had been dispatched to as-
sess the situation. The Global Disaster Alert and Co-
ordination System (GDACS) provides a more detailed 
picture of the current situation and vulnerabilities of 
the population. GDACS estimates the likelihood for 

the need of an international humanitarian interven-
tion to be medium (Orange alert). 
 
According to Pajhwok Afghan News, flash flooding 
caused by heavy rains in Bamian province left one 
child dead and five others wounded. The floods also 
destroyed hundreds of houses and farmland in the 
Kohmard district. Residents of the affected villages 
have called for immediate government assistance. 
The Provincial Disaster Management Authority 
(PDMA) has sent a team to survey the situation and 
relief supplies will be sent to the villages following 
an assessment. 
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for the province mentioned in the meeting were the 
completion of the Baksh Abad dam and its irrigation 
canals, which would greatly benefit the agricultural 
sector, and road construction.  
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The Taliban have demanded Kunduz telecom provid-
ers shut off all cellphone towers between 1800 and 
0600 every evening, according to the Afghan Islamic 
Press of Pakistan. A telecom provider quoted in the 
article said 9 towers were 'torched' after companies 
ignored previous warnings from the Taliban. At least 
four providers have reportedly decided to comply 
with the demand. While the Taliban have given simi-
lar demands in the southern provinces, this is the 
first time it has been seen in the northern part of the 
country. 
 
Several news items from Pajhwok Afghan News con-
cern recently completed infrastructure schemes 
throughout Afghanistan. In the Syedabad district of 
Wardak province, 8 uplift schemes were completed. 
The schemes, which include a number of construc-
tion projects, cost AFN 12 million (approx. USD 
260,000) and are expected to benefit 1,848 families. 
In Badghis province, two new buildings were opened 
for the Ministry of Energy and Water costing AFN 8.7 
million (approx. USD 190,000). Three primary 

schools were completed that will provide education 
for nomadic children in Balkh province. These are 
the first schools of their kind in Balkh province. A 
new school with the capacity to hold 300 students 
was inaugurated in the Hazrat Sultan district of 
Samangan province. The school was funded by the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and cost 
USD 106,000. Two new hospitals were opened in 
the districts of Surkh Rod and Khogyani in Nan-
garhar province costing USD 328,000. The hospi-
tals, which took 6 months to finish, were funded by 
UN-Habitat. Acting Minister of Public Health Suraya 
Dalil congratulated Nangarhar province for having 
medical clinics in all 22 districts of the province. A 
new maternity ward waiting room was opened in a 
hospital in Mehterlam, the capital of Laghman prov-
ince. The UNICEF-funded project cost USD 174,000 
and took 9 months to complete. (Comments? 
Click here) 
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Following the brief kidnapping of a local humanitar-
ian volunteer by Taliban insurgents in Helmand 
province, the Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS) 
released a statement condemning the act. The pro-
vincial head of ARCS Ahmadullah Ahmadi called the 
kidnapping ‘unjustifiable’ saying that volunteers who 
are working freely and impartially to alleviate human 
suffering deserve respect and appreciation. ARCS 
volunteers assist with aid distribution, rapid assess-
ments and evacuation operations necessary during 
natural disasters. In the southern provinces of Hel-
mand and Kandahar, where several aid agencies do 
not operate for security reasons, ARCS volunteers 
are an important part of the humanitarian response, 
says Ahmadi. According to the Integrated Regional 
Information Network (IRIN) some humanitarian ac-
tors fear that attacks on local aid workers could ag-
gravate the already precarious humanitarian situa-
tion in these areas. 

Several new reports were released this week includ-
ing the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Assistance (OCHA) ‘Humanitarian 
Who-What-Where Afghanistan’ report, providing 
statistical data on the humanitarian response in Af-
ghanistan as of 31 January 2010. The Internal Dis-
placement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) published a 
report entitled ‘Armed Conflict Forces Increasing 
Numbers of Afghans to Flee Their Homes.” Accord-
ing to the report, due to recent intensification of the 
conflict in Afghanistan, the number of internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) in the country is again on the 
rise. The report provides background and statistical 
information on IDP numbers in Afghanistan as well 
as details on the international and national humani-
tarian response to these vulnerable communities. 
(Comments? Click here) 
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A delegation from the Attorney General’s office vis-
ited the main prison in Balkh province, located in 
Mazar-e Sharif, on 13 April and concluded that the 
jail is experiencing a severe overcrowding issue with 
up to 70 inmates sharing each 11 square metre cell, 
says Pajhwok Afghan News. Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Rahmatullah Nazari told reporters that the jail 
does not guarantee prisoners the fundamental prin-
ciples of human rights and urged Minister of Justice 

Habibullah Ghaleb to visit the prison and take action 
against the present conditions. According to 
Pajhwok, the prison currently holds 700 inmates 
including 30 women. Local Tolo TV also reported 
that a number of inmates have complained of long 
waiting periods for their trials and little access for 
family visits.   
The controversy that began following the arrest of 
three Italian aid workers in Afghanistan ended on 
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The Mail Foreign Service reports that the Taliban is 
moving fighters into Kandahar province in prepara-
tion for the military offensive set to begin this sum-
mer by Afghan and ISAF forces. A Taliban spokes-
man, known as Mubeen, said that the foreign troops 
will only bring increased violence to the city. He also 
says that the Taliban are unrestricted in their move-
ments in and out of the city and he himself was 
comfortable being interviewed in the city centre. 
According to Mubeen, if the military pressure on the 
insurgents becomes too great in Kandahar ‘[they] 
will just leave and come back’ after the foreign 
forces depart. 
 
Three people were killed and another 24 injured 
when a suicide bomber attacked a compound shared 
by several foreign companies in Kandahar city on 16 
April. Local police told journalists from the BBC that 
the bomber was targeting a security company based 
in the compound. British and American citizens are 
said to be among those wounded in the bombing. In 
the North, a separate incident killed 4 German sol-
diers along with 3 Afghan policemen. The men died 
when a rocket hit their Eagle-armoured vehicle dur-
ing heavy fighting with Taliban militants.  

On 19 April, a bomb strapped to the back of a don-
key blew up in Kandahar’s city centre, killing three 
children and wounding five others, according to 
local officials. The bomb struck nearby a police post 
guarding the residence of a tribal chief and ally of 
President Hamid Karzai in an area of the city hous-
ing several government buildings.  

According to the Daily Times, two Dutch marines 
were killed on Saturday in a bomb attack in 
Uruzgan province. The Dutch Defence Ministry in 
The Hague confirmed the death of the two and 
added that another marine was severely injured in 
the attack. The Defence spokesman said that the 
men died when their armoured vehicle struck an 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED). So far this 
month, 24 foreign soldiers have died according to 
the Associated Press. Additionally, the Afghan Minis-
try of Interior said that at least 29 militants have 
been killed, among them two Taliban commanders. 
(Comments? Click here) 
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18 April when the three were released following dip-
lomatic pressure from Rome, says the Wall Street 
Journal (WSJ). The Italians were working for the 
Medical aid group Emergency in Helmand province 
and were arrested on 10 April on accusations of 
plotting to assassinate the provincial governor, Gu-
lab Mangal. The three men have now been cleared 
of any involvement in the plot by Afghan officials. 
The aid group provides free medical services includ-
ing for injured Taliban fighters and has had a tense 
relationship with the Afghan and ISAF authorities, 
WSJ writes. Special Representative of the Secretary-
General (SRSG) Staffan de Mistura urged proper le-
gal assistance for the detainees and said that he was 
hopeful that the arrests were due to “some serious 
misunderstanding.” According to Pajhwok, the hospi-
tal funded by Emergency in Lashkar Gah was closed 

after the arrests and hundreds of residents held 
protests demanding its closure. Mangal said the 
hospital would be reopened if and when a new do-
nor was identified.  

The Afghan Independent Human Right Commission 
(AIHRC) has warned about a lack of safety for fe-
male candidates in the parliamentary elections, Tolo 
TV reports. AIHRC called on government, the inter-
national community and the Independent Election 
Commission (IEC) to make serious efforts to provide 
sufficient security for women running for office in 
September. The IEC responded saying they have 
taken extra measures providing additional facilities 
for women candidates. (Comments? Click here) 
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The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) told Agence France-Presse (AFP) that the 
number of Afghan civilians in southern Afghanistan 
sustaining injuries from improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) is growing. According to an ICRC official, the 
ICRC-supported Mirwais regional hospital in Kanda-
har treated 51 patients suffering from IED wounds in 
January and 63 in February, showing a 40% in-
crease over the previous year.  

The National Gallery in Kabul opened a new branch 
In Lashkar Gah, the capital of Helmand province, on 
13 April. The National Gallery Director Abdul Fatah 
Adel told Pahjwok Afghan News that the branch will 
soon display 320 paintings. 
 
According to Pajhwok, many Afghan Sikhs cele-
brated the Vissak religious festival at Karte Parwan 
temple in Kabul. This year the festival corresponded 
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with the 311th anniversary of the founding of Sikhism 
in Afghanistan. The celebration, for which many 
dress up and visit family and friends, involves shar-
ing food, songs, poetry, and reciting from the Sri 
Grenth, the holy book of Sikhism. There are about 
3,000 Sikh families in the country, including 300 in 
Kabul. According to Anar Kali Honaryar of the Af-
ghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission 
(AIHRC), Sikhs continue to suffer from discrimina-
tion, despite the fall of the Taliban, especially those 
living outside of Kabul, Ghazni and Nangarhar prov-

inces. 
 
Aina TV of Kabul reports that Turkish officials have 
announced the completion of a three-day training 
workshop in Kabul for Afghan doctors. The training 
is part of Turkey’s efforts to improve the healthcare 
system in Afghanistan.  The number of per capita 
doctors in Afghanistan remains very low at 2 per 
10,000 as of 2008. (Comments? Click here) 


