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  Highlights 
• The price of basic food commodities, including wheat, wheat 

flour, cooking oil, pulses, and imported rice increased by this 
week, compared to last week. The increase is associated with a 
recent decline in regional supply due to export limitations by 
regional countries, including Kazakhstan.  

• The price of imported wheat flour increased by 1.5 percent dur-
ing the second week of May. The price of wheat grain and 
wheat flour is expected to rise in the coming weeks and months 
due to an anticipated below-average 2022 harvest season.  

• The price of agricultural inputs remained stable this week, com-
pared to last week, as Afghanistan nears its domestic harvest 
season. However, prices still remain drastically higher (100.9 
percent ) compared to the same time last year (May 2021).  

• Terms of Trade (TOT) for Casual Labour and Pastoralists de-
clined slightly by 2 percent and 1.3 percent, respectively, com-
pared to last week. Pastoralist TOT remains drastically lower 
(24.5 precent) than it was this time last year (May 2021). This 
decline is attributed to the ongoing economic crisis in Afghani-
stan and subsequent availability of livelihood opportunities.  

Average weekly prices changes :  
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While the peak cost of staple food items typically coincide with the peak lean season (January-March), Afghanistan is currently experiencing above-
average prices during its harvest season due to the ongoing economic crisis, characterised by unprecedented socio-economic stress, loss of livelihoods, 
and liquidity challenges.   

Due to an anticipated shortfall in harvest yield, as a result of above-average temperatures during the 2021-22 harvesting season, local food prices are 
expected to increase in the coming weeks, which may result in higher dependence on imported goods. Kazakhstan’s recent export quota for wheat and 
wheat flour to Asian countries, including Afghanistan, has reduced regional supply.  

 

 

Casual Labour and Pastoralist TOT have de-
creased by 2 percent and 1.3 percent, re-
spectively, compared to the first week of May 
2022. This deterioration is atypical compared 
to the last 5 years. Deterioration in pastoral-
ist TOT is mainly due to lower prices of live-
stock and higher prices of wheat grain. This 
is associated with below-average pasture 
conditions and a lack of fodder in livestock 
keeping provinces.  This week, Kunar and 
Laghman provinces experienced the lowest 
wheat grain TOTs across the country, as 
compared to last week. 

Pastoralist, Casual Labour, 

and Wheat TOTs 

 


